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landlords xvho have only small sums to pay. The increase in refit 
money-ordors is not so rapid. This methov o{ receix^ing rent has 
nothing to recommend it in the eyes of the collecting stafE of a 
landlord, and so it is not surprising that frequently these money-orders 
are refused. The amount of rent remitted by money-orders is still very. 
small in comparison with the total rental of the province. 

17* The number of certificateil issued was considerably less than in 
the preceding year, but the number of objections filed and disposed of 
was practically the same. This summary procedure is used mainly for 
realizing arrears of the Road and Public Works Cesses and of rents 
in certain Wards’ and Attached Estates. 

Hoad and Public Works Cesses were levied as usual at the full rate 
of one anna in each rupee of rental, or on the anual net .profits, in certain cases* 
Revaluation and assessment proceedings are in progress in over half the 
number of districts wherein cesses are levied. 

18. Considerable progress has been made in tho revision of the 
Land Registration registers consequent on the recent amendment of the 
law, and in view of the additional and more accurate information 
placed at the disposal of Collectors by the completion of settle¬ 
ment operations in various districts. Arrangements have been made to 
secure that information of sales of proprietary interests is promptly 
conveyed to this department by Civil Courts and Sub-Registrars, and by 
officers engaged on Laud Acquisition, Partition, Certificates, and tho admin¬ 
istration of the Revenue Sale Law. 

8FKVEYS AND SETTLEMENTS. 

• 

to. Survey and settlement operations were in progress in fourteen 
districts during the year. The full programmes were practically com¬ 
pleted. The subordinate staff for cadhstral survey in the Ranchi Settle¬ 
ment has been placed directly under the control of the Settlement Officer, 
assisted by a professional adviser for technical questions, with quite 
satisfactory results. Up to tho close of the year rocord-of-rights bad been 
completed for 24,704 square miles. . 

» • . - 

LAND EECOBDS. 

20. It has been decided to introduce a system of annual maintenance of 
the settlement records in Orissa; and as a preliminary to this, arrangements 
wore made duiing the year to bring the records of tho last settlement up-to 
date. No action will bo taken to revise the records of the Bihar Settlement 
till experioDcfi of the working of the Orissa maintenance scheme has been 
,acquired. The mutation offices estabUshod under the Land Records Mainte¬ 
nance Act, VII of 1896, have recorded still fewer mutations than in tho 
previous year. A more extended .use of the record-of-rights in all branches of 
administrative and judicial work is reported. 

21. The rules governing the granting of leases for the reclamation 
of waste-lands ai'o still under consideration. 

The reclamation work at Fraserganj in the Sunderbans was hampered 
by various unforeseen difficulties, such as cholera anfong the coolies. A 
considerably area has now been cleared, but the number of settlers is 
still small. 
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administration of BENGAL, 1906-1907, 


PART I—GENERAL SUMMARY. 

CB[A.I>TEB I. 

POLITICAL AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

HEAD-QUAETEBS OP GOVEEWMENT AND TOURS OP HIS HONOUR THE LIEUTENANT- 
GOVERNOR OP BENGAL DURING 11KJ6.1907. 

The permanent Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the ITon’ble Sir 
Andrew Fraser, K.c.s.1., was on leave from the 11th April 1906 to the 7th 
October 1906. The Hon’ble Mr. (now Sir Lancelot) llaro was appointed 
to officiate for him, but left on the 15th August 1906 to take up the The 
Lieutenant-Govomorship of Eastern Bengal and Assam. The Hon’blo 
Mr. Slacke held charge during the remaining portion of Sir Andrew 
Fraser’s leave. 

The head-quarters of Government wore at Darjeeling from the 18th Head-quarters 
April to the 1st July, from the 22nd August to the 5th November. For Government, 
the remainder of the year Calcutta was the head-quarters. 

2. In April, Jlis Honour (Mr, Hare) visited Kalimpong, where he Tours, 
conferred the samd of^the title of Bai Bahadur upon Babu Bam Chandra 
Mintri, opened the Jarvie Hall of the St. Andrew’s Colonial Homes and 

cut the first sod of the Steel Metyorial Hospital and Sanitarium. His 
Honour also inspected the Homes settlement. 

In July His Honour visited Cuttack, Balasore, Midnaporo, Ranchi, 

Furulia, Bankipore, Gaya and Arrah. The rest of tho monsoon tour was 
abandoned, as Mr. Hare was at this juncture appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor of the J*roviflco of Eastern Bengal and Assam. ^ 

*T'he Hbn’Ji)le Mr. Slacko visited Muzaffarpur in September to discuss 
with the local officers the measures to be adopted to cope with tho distress 
caused by floods in that district and Dorbhanga. 

3. In November Sir Andrew Fraser wont from Darjeeling to 
Siliguri by the Tista Valley Hoad and thence to Calcutta, which was 
reached on the 6th November. A week later His Honour went vid 
Bankipore to Darbhanga, where he inspected the famine-relief operations. 

He afterwards paid a short visit to Ills Highness the Maharaja Bahadur* 
of Cooch Behar and returned to Calcutta on the 30th November. 

In December His Honour opened the hospital of the Medical Mission 
at Kalna;*and in January 1907 be paid a dying visit to Burdwan by 
motor. 

In February His Honour visited Khulna. Here he distributed tiie 
prizes awarded to the exhibitors at the local exhibition, inspected various 
, public institutions and opened the new Dispensary building. Lady Fraser 
laid tho foundation-stone of tho now Cottage Hospital in connection with 
the Lady Dufferin Fund. 

I 
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4. On the 19th February His Honour started on an extended tour In 
Orissa and Bihar. His Honour first went to A^aows in the Moharbhanj 
State and thence to Puri, where ho inspected local institutions and visited 
the temples and other objects of interest. The work of restoration of the 
Bhubane;:war temple and of the Black Pagoda at Kanarak was inspected 
and the site of the proposed female ward of the Puri Pilgrim Hospital at. 
Cuttack was finally settled. Passing through Bankipore, His Honour next 
' went to Darbhanga to make further enquiries regarding the famine'xelief 

operations. Hutwa was then visited. Here His Honour unveiled the statue 
of tlio late Queen Victoria, opened the “ Woodburn Home ” and laid the 
foundation-stone of an outdoor dispensary. Before leaving the Saran district, 
His Honour visited the Cawnpore Sugar Works at the Marhourah Factory. 

6. His Honour next proceeded to Jamalpur in Monghyr, where be 
inspected the extensive railway workshops and opened the Church Mission 
Society’s Hostel. In March His Honour went on tour in the interior of 
the Sambalpur district, and visited the Maharaja of Patna. 

RELATIONS WITH TBIBUTaBY STATES AND PEONTIKB AFFAIRS. 

Cooch Behar. 6. 1 he administration of the Cooch Behar State shows steady progress. 

The public health was good. Steps are being taken to encourage the 
development of industrial and technical ability among the people. 

States of 7. The land settlement of the two States of Soraikela and Kharsawan 

has boon completed. I’liis has not only given a considerable increase in the 
rent-roll, but has also composed to rest many complicated boundary disputes 
and many vexed questions relating to the status of teiiqre-Ldlders and ruiyuts. 

8. The appointment of a Political Agent for the Feudatory States of 
Orissa has enabled Government to watch their administration much more 
closely than in the past, and various' improvements have already resulted. 
An annual budget is now generally prepared and adhered to fairly 
closely; the forests are being brought under proper management; education 
and public health are receiving much attention, and the number of excise 
shops is being reduced. The expenditure on roads and public buildings is 
increasing;-, ‘ — 


CONDITION OP THE PEOPLE. 


Health. 


Prices 


9. The public health during the year 1906 was on the whole bad, the 
ratio of birtl)s per mille being below, and that of deaths above the mean of 
the preceding five years. I'he reduced birth-rate was largely due to the 

* general unhoalthiness of the previous year; while the increase in the death- 
rate occurred chiefly undOT fevers and cholera* 

10. An outstanding feature of the year was the extraordinary rise 
in prices of food-grains. This seems to have been due partly to the abort 
outturn of the harvests of tbc last two years, partly to' the large profits 

made by the cultivation of juto, and partly to a general rise in the standard 
of living among the people. In some districts there was considerable scarcity 
caused by floods or by partial failure of crops; but eten in districts where 
there was no such failure, prices continued high, and there was no demand 
for cheap Burma rice. 
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' 11. From yarious quarters there comes abundant testiqaony of a Wages, 

gradual rise in yrages, usually expressed by saying that labour is difficult 
to obtain at the old customary rates. Thus in tho Sonthal Parganas 
certain improvements in Government estates vrere not carried out because 
the sanctioned rates were not high enough to attract coolies or cTTBtractors; 

• from Shahabad the promoters of the scheme of State-aided emigt^ation to 
Burma reported that they wore unwilling to continue their efforts to des¬ 
patch coolies, as a scarcity of labour was beginning to be felt at home. 

12. Enquiries into the alleged, scarcity of labour for factories led Supply of 
to the conclusion that the supply is adequate on tho whole, but lams^^™"' 
short at certain seasons of the year owing to tho fact tliat numbers of 

the hands go to their homes for a time to aid in the more important 
agricultural operations. The industrial development of Bengal is of too 
recent origin to permit of any conclusions being drawn as to the 
probabilities of a class of factory operatives gradually springing up. 
Arrangements were made during the year for tho supply to the Chamber 
of Commerce and to the Industrial Associations of quarterly rejjorts as 
to the supply and movements of labour in tho labour-supplying districts. 

13. High floods destroyed the rice crop in the Darbhanga district, Famine, 
and subsequent drought not only withered up tho fresh rice seedlings that 

were afterwards planted but also damaged tho rabi crop. The area worst 
affected contained a population of about 1| million persons. Prompt 
measures of relief were taken, and everything possible was done to 
mitigate the distress. Nearly twelve lakbs of rupees were expended on 
test-works and in gratuitous relief; and six and-a-half lakhs were given out 
as agricultural loans. ^ The bhadoi crop of 1907 was excellent, and relief 
operations ceased when the time came to harvest it. 


CI3:A.9?TEIt II. 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND. 

EEMJZATIOW OP THE EEVENUB. 

14. The demand on account of land revenue was higher by a lakh Demand and 
of rupees than in 190.5-1906. The total collections slightly exceeded the C®ll®otion8. 
current demand. Tho amount romittod was tho smallest on record, and 

the outstanding balanoes are now lower than they have ever been before. 

15. Various improvements aro being introduced in the procedure for Sale Law. 
bringing to sale estates or shares of estates iu respect of which a 
default has occurred. It is admittedly impossible in the vast majority 

of cases to tell a proprietor whether or not there is an arroar of land 
revenue due in respect of his estate or share before sunset on the 
latest day allowed by law for payment. It is thus necessary to take 
all reasonable precautions before bringing an estate or share to sale. 

As a matter of fact, in only a very small proportion of tho oases 
where defaults occitr are the defaulting estates actually brought to sale. 

16. The practice of paying la,nd revenue by moans of money-orders Reveune 

is growing steadily. The system is specially popular amongst potty ](<^^!order8 

^ 9 
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WARDS AND ATTACHED ESTATES. 

22. Tho* number estates under management was 190. 0*f these about &eneral 

one third were Wards’ Estates, and the remainder Encumbered Estates in 
Chota Nagpur. The collections were fairly good, though the outstanding 
balances are necessarily largo when new estates are constantly being brought 
under management. The amounts paid in liquidation of debts wore about 

* one-fourth of the sum still due at the close of the year. A considerable sum 

was spent on works of improvementstind also on schools and dispensaries. 

Special attention was devoted to the education of minors under the Court. 

• 

REVENUE AND RENT-PAYING CLASSES. 

23. There were no serious agrarian disturbances during the vear. Landlords 
Individual instances confinue to be reported in which proi)rictor8 have been Baiyats. 
guilty of tho illegal enhancement of rent, tho exaction of forced contrib¬ 
utions, tho failure to grant proper rent receipts, etc,, \«liilo on the oilier 

hand there have been cases in which refractory raiyats have combined 
to defraud landlords of their legal dues. Fortunately strained relations of 
this sort are the exception rather than the rule; and there is evidence that 
with the progress of settlement operations, which have now passed over more 
than one-third of tho province, the area and scope of agrarian dispute are 
gradually being narrowed down. The recent amendments in tho Bengal 
Tenancy Act have rendered it more di6Scult than before for landlords fo 
circumvent the settlement reeord-of-rights, or to ovado those provisions of the 
law which afford protoction to tenants. 

Tho special.Tonancy Act in force in Chota Nagpur has boon carefully 
overhauled; and an* amending Bill has Ijeon drafted, whicli, when it 
becomes law, Avill place the roJatious of landlords and tenants in timt 
division on a sounder footing than thejr have hitherto occupied. 


CHiLIPTJffiR III. 


PROTECTION. 


LEGISLATION. 

• 

24. Three Acts were passed by the Bengal Council, viz,, the Land Regie- ^cts fu ffs H 
tration Act, the Disorderly Houses Act, and the Sambalpur Civil Courts Act. 

A few da.ys after the close of tho year, was passed Act I of 1907, which has 
made many changes in the Bengal Tenancy Act, and is the most important 
piece of agrarian legislation since that measure was passed iuto law in 1885. 

25. Amongst the Bills introduced into Council, but not passed, the most BjUs brought 
important were the* Bills to amend the Local Self-Govornmont Act and tho before the 
Chota Nagpur Landlord and Tenant Procedure Act. It has since been docid-^°^^*^^^ 

ed to replace the latter Bill by a new one of a more comi^rehensive character. 

Hi 



Vi 


BENGAL ADMINISTRATION EErOBT. 


ll»0e-19O7. 


POLICE. 

Police Work in 26. Std&dy progress is being made in givir^ effect tp the. recom- 
the Hnfassal. mendations of the Police Commission. Several additions were made to 
the superior stuff during the year, and some appointments were made 
to the neijjr,. graded service of Deputy' Sujierintendents. More than two 
tijousand constables were trained in the police training schools at Bhagal- 
pur, Ranchi and Purulia. The general improvement in the pay and 
jirospects of the jmlice is attracting a better class of candidates. There is 
every hope that an all-round improvement will ultimately become apparent. 
A higher standard of discijilino is already enforced. 

Stejis are being taken to put the Chaukidari system on a better footing. 
Endeavours al^» being made to raise the position of the village panchayats 
and to transfer to them much of the control over the cliaukidars, which 
lias hitherto been exercised by the police. Expdrimonts are in progress 
with a view to ascertaining whether it is feasible to utilize the chaukidari 
establishments for^the service of revenue processes. 

For the preservation of the public peace, additional police were 
entertained in some districts at the cost of the inhabitants, and S 2 )ccittl 
police were enlisted for short periods in other districts. Tlio question 
of the supjily of police to private individuals for their protection on 
special occasions was considered, and the general jirinciplos to be followed 
in dealing with such applications wore enunciated. 

As is usual in times of scarcity and higli prices, tliero was a con¬ 
siderable increase in the number of thefts and burglaries reported during 
the year. There was, however, no such increase in the more serious 
crimes against the person, such as murder, and against jirojiorty', such as 
dacoity and rioting. The Criminal Investigation ‘Department devoted 
special attention to the prevalence of dacoity; and some important gang 
cases were instituted under section 4^0, Indian Penal Code. Several 
notorious gangs were thus broken up. . 

The Railway Police are now directly under the control of the 
Dojiuty Inspector-General of Crime and Railways, with a Suj>orintondcnt 
of Police for each of the jnincipal Railway systems. 

Police Work in 27. The reorganization scheme for the Calcutta Pplico, whicli was 
Calcutta. sanctioned in August 1906, is being worked up, to gradually'.' Stricter 

discipline, and the special attention devoted to the River Police, have 
resulted in an increase in thu number of departmental punishments. On 
the other hand there have been fewer resignations owing to the improve¬ 
ments which have been made in the matter of pay and promotion. 

There was a large increase in Calcutta in the number of true 
cognizable cases; but this is partly accounted for by greater activity 
in prosecuting for public nuisances and cruelty to animals. Very few 
murder cases resulted in a conviction, but a considerable measure of 
success was obtained in ^irosecuting “ bucket-shop ” films. The so-called 
“ kidnapping scare ” for a time perturbed the native conomunity and led 
to various unprovoked assaults on harmless individuals. • 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 

General 28. The number of criminal offences, whether under the Indian Penal 

Survey. Code or under special and local laws, showed an appreciable increase 

on the figures for the previous year, the increase being distributed fairly 
equally over the greater part of the province. 
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MiacellanQons proceedings under the Criminal Procedure Code show a* 
considerable increase in several districts. The revision of the law with 
reference to the procedure to be adopted in cases involving disputes as to 
the possession of land is under the consideration of Government. 

The shorter average duration of Sessions trialsi following on an 
• improvement in this respect in the previous year, is a satisfcictt^ry feature 
in the year’s work. Tho results in .regard to the detention of witnesses 
in Sessions oases were, however, not so good as in 1905^ owing to tho 
large number of lengthy gang cases* which came up for trial. 

In Mutassal Magistrates’ Courts cases were on tho whole disposed of 
with commendable despatch, nearly 80 per cent, of the witnesses being 
examined and discharged on the first day. 

JAILS. 

29. During the year there was a slight increase in the total jail Jail Popula- 
population, as well as in the daily average jiopulation—a result 'which 

is due to the high price of food-grains. It is gratifying to find that, 
in spite of increased numbers, tho death-rate calculated on the daily 
average number of all classes of prisoners for all the jails stood at 
23*7 per millo—a figure which is well below tho decennial average (2G’5). 

I'lic general death rate for tho Avliolo province was over 30 per millo. 

Tho Miclnapore Jail is still the most unhealthy in the whole province, 
but radical improvements are being carried out in the ventilation of 
tho wards and workshops, and Captain Forster, i.m.s., has been deputed 
to make a special.investigation of dysentery, which is a common disease 
both in the jait iind in the surrounding district. A special anti-malarial 
campaign in tho Buxar Central Jail has had excellent results, tho 
number of cases of malarial fever having been reduced by one-half. 

Efforts have been made during the year to prevent overcrowding 
in tho jails, and there has boon •considerable progress in matters con¬ 
nected with tho classification and segregation of xirisoners. Instructions 
wero issued during the year to Magistrates, calling especial attention to 
the necessity of dealing with juvenile offenders in a sympathetic spirit. 

• • * CIVIL JUSTICE. ^ 

• • 

30. In all there were 2,173 civil suits pending for trial in the year Calcutta 
1906. Out of that total, 994 suits were decided and 1,178 were 

pending at the close of the year. Of the number pending, 555 have been 
pending for more than one year. Of the number decided, 302 were dis¬ 
missed for default or want of prosecution: 347 were decreed after contest 
and the remainder were disposed of in other ways. * • 

31. In all 412,801 suits were instituted during the year 1906, thi§ Subordinate 
being a considerable increase on tho figures of 1905, which were them- 

selves very much higher than those of 1904. The vast majority of these 
were for comparatively small sums; 62 per cent, of the suits for money 
and 75 per cent, of those for rent were for sums less than Ks. 50. 

The total value of suits instituted is about six crores less than that 
for 1905, but one largo title suit valued at six crores, filed in tho previous 
year, had inflated the figures for that year to an abnormally high total. 

There was an appreciable decrease in tho institutions in Midnapore 
and Sliahabad. In Jessoro and the 24.Parganas the number of institutions 
was aver 48,000 and over 41^000, respectively. 

^ 4 
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Tbc avferagc duration of contested cases und^ the ordinary procedure 
was 181 days before District Judges, 296 days before Subordinate Judges 
and 156 days before Munsifs. The corresponding figures for uncontested 
cases aro^lil2, 175 and 84. The figures for Subordinate Judges’ Courts 
show a considerable reduction on those of last year. In spite of the 
increase in institutions, the number of suits pending at the close of the 
y’ear is practically the same as that of last year, viz., 70,000. 


EEaiSTBATION, 

32. During the year under review there was a marked increase of 
activity in this department, especially in regard to the registration of 
wills and documents relating to moveable and immoveable property'. The 
recoipts increased by IG per cent, and the expenditure by 13 ])or cent. 
In the Ranchi district there was a very marked inoreaso in the registra¬ 
tion of leases for terms of years, said to be due to tbe approaching 
sottloniont operations. 

33. The statistic-s show that there has been marked activity during 
the year in co-operative commercial undertakings. 


MUNICIPAL ADMINI8TK.ATION AND LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMICNT. 

34. The number of Municipalities remained the same as at the close of 
the preceding year. The record of their administration wag, on the whole, 
satisfactory. Tlio improvement in collections so noticcablo*in recent years was 
maintained, the percentage of total collections on the current demand rising 
from 9G’4 to 97*1, thus roducing tho outstanding balance to only 3'9 of tho 
current demand. Thu total revenue receipts of tho Municipalities increased by 
Us, 2,12,077, while tlie expenditure rose by Rs. 4,69,821. Greater attention 
was paid to tho improvement of conservancy arrangements, water-supply and 
draniage. Many schemes of water-supply and drainage wore in various stages 
of preparation during tlie year. Among these may be mentioned the 
important'water-supply schemes for the towns of Gaya, Monghyr, Puri, and 
Bhagalpnr, and the draiuago schemes for Howrah, Puri, Burdwau, Maniktola, 
and Rerhampore. Five Municipalities obtained loans from- Government 
iiggrcgating Rs. 2,92,000 for carrying out projects of improvement. 

35. The year was marked by sustained progress in many dci)artmonts. 
The realizations of the (Collection Department showed a further advance, and 
good progress was made in the matters of lusti improvement and conservancy’. 
The coiuprdieusivc project for tho improvement of the added suburban area 
was brnigbt to completion, so far as the area to the east of tho Tolly’’s Nala 
is concerned. I’he total expenditure incurred on tlie scheme to the end of the 
year was Rs. 02,50,COG. The sewers have been working so satisfactorily that 
it apjiears to bo unnecessary at present to proceed with a separate surface 
drainage scheme, which Avas estimated to cost nine lakhs of rupees in round 
tignres. The Corporation har’e decided with the sanction of Government 
to largely’ increase the water-supply of the town by means of an elevated 
reservoir. Detailed plans and specifications were in course of preparation 
during the year. The Calcutta Improvement Scheme was considered by the 
Commissioners, and their vi^ws on it. were submitted to Governmont. 
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36. Thcr^wasno change in the number of District Boards .during the District 
year. A new Local Board' was constituted in the Giridih subdivision in the Boards, 
district of Hazaribogh. On the whole the District Boards did well during tlio 
year, and showed considerable interest in the various branches of their work. 

Special attention was directed to the necessity of securing as far as possible 
•that District and Local Boards should be of a representative character. A sum 
of rupees nine lakhs was allotted to the various Divisions for distribution 
among the District Boards for augmenting their resources, and loans amount¬ 
ing to Rs. 1,10,000 were made to thp District Boards of Champarau and 
Muzailarpur for the repair of extensive damages to roads in the former district 
caused by floods and for the construction of an important bridge in the latter 
district. 

37. The rules under Which District Engineers are recruited have been 
modified, so as to provide a larger field of choice and avoid the obviously 
undesirable course of appointing subordinates, without proper qualifications, 
to the charge of districts. 

38. Arrangements have been complotcd to give a course of training in 
practical arboriculture to subordinates of District Boards at Sibpur under 
the supervision of the Curator of tho Royal Botanic Garden. 

39. Tho Bill to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act was 
introduced in Council and referred t<i a Select Committee, who withdrew 
tho provisions inserted in tho Bill to enable District Boards to levy a special 
coss for the payment of guaranteed interest on capital or of interest on loans 
for the construction of tramways and light railways in view of the objections 
raised by tho public bodies consulted. 

40. Considerablo'expendituro was incurred by the District Boards of the 
Patna and Bhagalpur Divisions in the tracts north of the Ganges in relieving 
tho distress caused by floods and the* scarcity that followed. Special grants 
■were made by Government to these District Boards to recoup tlio amounts thus 
spoilt. 

41. Tho working of tho Local Boards was not quite satisfactory. 

Government has had under consideration the question of improving the con¬ 
stitution of these bodies with a view to increasing their efficiency. 

42. This* Act was extended during the year to certain areas in tho Puri Lodging- 
Jajpur subdivision in the district of Cuttack which are habitually traversed Bouse Act. 
by pilgrims bn their way to tho town of Jajpur. Tho number of 

licensed lodging-houses remained practically the same as in the jireccding 
year, but there was an increase of over 6,000 in the number of persons 
for whom accommodation was provided. 

The income of the lodging-house funds increased to some extent as 
compared with the previous year, while the r-xponditure declined by 
nearly 50 per cent., tlie reduction being chiefly in Gaya and Puri. 

In tho former town funds were reserved for a contribution towards the 
local water-works scheme, and in the latter less expenditure was incurred 
on original works*. 

The number of prosecutions and of tines imposed and recovered 
diminished to a largo extent owing to the lodging-house-kcejiers becoming 
• more familiar with tho provisions of the rules. The sanitary arrangements 
of the lodging-houses were satisfactory, and the health of the pilgrims 
was, on tho whole, good. 
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43. The number of vessels arriving at, and departing from, the Port 
of Calcutta during 1906-1907 showed an increase of 108 over that of the 
previous year. There was, therefore, an increase in the pilotage receipts, 
which ainountod to lis. 14,21,189 daring the year, against Rs. 18,62,785 
in 190r)-06. No serious casualties took place. 

At the close of the year there were 50 qualified Pilots on the 
strength, against the sanctioned strength of 58 Pilots. This can only be 
worked up to as the Leadsmen qualify. Arrangements were made for 
bringing out four Leadsmen apprentices from England and for the appoint¬ 
ment of one locally selected candidate. 

44. The receipts of the Calcutta Shipping Office amounted to Es, 84,380 
in 1906-1907, against Rs. 83,017 in 1905-06, showinir an increase of Ks. 763, 
which was mainly due to a larger amount of overtimo fees realised during 
the year. Tiiere was an increase in shipments and discharges under Euro¬ 
pean articles, while those under Indian articles showed a decrease. 

45. The income of the Calcutta Port Trust amounted to Rs. 1,00,08,737 
during the year 1906-07, and the expenditure amounted to Rs. 98,90,809. 
The surplus for the year was Rs. 1,17,928. Adding this amount to the 
Revenue balance on 1st April 1906, the nett surplus revenue on 31st 
March 1907 was Rs. 29,59,533. Out of this surplus revenue Rs. 26,23,734 
have been set aside as Revenue Reserve and Rs. 3,35,799 have been 
carried forward. 

Sinking Funds io the extent of Es. 58,70,884 have heen accumu¬ 
lated for the repayment of debenture loans. The baldnco standing at the 
credit of the Depreciation Fund on 3lst March li>07* was Rs. 7,07,850. 
The total accumulations under the Fire Insurance Fund amounted to 
Rs. 6,32,591. During the year there was an all-round incioaso in the 
receipts. The traffic showed also an*advance. 

46. The receipts of the Orissa Ports decreased during the year. The 
decrease was due to a falling off in the receipts under Port Dues in Cuttack 
owing to merchants having despatched rice to Colombo via Chandbali. 
The value of trade showed an increase over •the last year’s figure. 
It was Aainly due to the heavy export of ricp to foreign ‘ports. N& 
seamen wore shipped or discharged at False Point during the year. 


CHAPTER IV. 

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 

AGRICULTITBE. 

47. The T>c})artmenl r.f Agriculture was separated from that of T^ tid 
Records early in the year 1906 ; and in the time that has since elapsed, 

great activity Las bccJi displayed in every branch of its work. Four 

agricultural stations are rapidly approaching completion. Exporimenta 
have been made, with useful results, in connection with the cultivation* 
of paddy, flax, jute, sugar-cane, silk, cotton, etc. Valuable notes on the 

cultivation of various crops and the destruction of certain pests havo 
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besen widely circulated. The report of the Committee appointed'to enquire 
into the- stato of the silk industry was received during *tho year, 
and a scheme was under preparation for giving effect to the remedial 
measures proposed. Two more passed students from Silqmr were sent 
for further training to the Cornell University in America. l*fi addition 
to the Provincial Agricultural Association, Divisional and District Asso¬ 
ciations are now in full working order. 

48. Suitable arrangements have now been made for the supply of SuppUes. ‘ 
seeds, manures and approved implements, and collections of them are 
taken round for practical demonstration at sliows, fairs and exliibitions. 

A Manual of Arboriculture has been prepared by the Director, and 
a Quarterly Journal has been founded. 


WEATHER ANT) CHOPS. 

49. The distribution of the rainfall was unfavourable. It was deficient in Weather and 
the spring, retarding the sowings of jute and hliadoi crops, and also in^'’®?*- 
Sejitembcr and (locally) in October, when most needed for the winter rice. 

There was excessive rain in July and August and hailstorms in February 
ajid March. The ci’ops suffered accordingly and, while the area sown was 
about the same as usual, the total outturn is ostimated to have boon only 
throe quarters of the normal. Sugar-cane j’ielded a good return, but 
the area under this crop is comparatively small. 

IIOKTICULTUEE. 

50. The DqDflrtipent of Agriculture has taken over the expori-Experimental 
mental work formerly carried on in the Royal Rotanic Garden in order woi*k. 

that the work in Garden may be more exclusively restricted to botanical 
research. Loans of collections and Acchanges of plants have been made 
between this Garden and others in*all parts of the world. 

61. The plantations at Mangpu and Mansong have been considerably Cinchona, 
extended; and with the additional machinery for the Factory which 
has now been obtained^ a larger outturn of anti-febrile medicines is 
exjKscted. Gwipg ‘to the pxpansion of the Mansong Division, it vftis made 
executively independent of Mangpu during the year, and placed in 
charge of an Assistant Superinteudont specially appointed for the purpo.se. 

A scheme for further extending the cinchona cultivation in Rougal in 
order to provide for a much larger output of quinine in future years, 
to meet the growing demand for the drug, is now under consideration. 


FOEESTS. 

52. Further progress was made in the preparation and revision of AdiuinistratiTO. 
working-plans and in opening out the forests by roads. In spite of 
unfavourable climatic conditions, the damage caused by fires was small. 

The usual limitations on grazing were in force. A new Division was 
created during the year, including most of the protected forests in the 
Kolhan Government Estate. A class for the practical instruction of 
selected subordinates was opened at Kurseong. The proposals for ths 
reorganization of the subordinate staff were still under consideration. 

There was a net surplus of nearly half the gross revenue. 
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53. The outstanding features of the year are the abnormally high 
prices for raw jute and the groat activity in the coal-mines. The 
demand for tea has increased and prices have gone up considerably. 
Indigo ha^' improved its position somewhat. The prospects of the sugar 
factories are fairly bright. 

54. The number of factories increased from 185 to 190 during the 
year, and provided employment for a daily average of 266,205 operatives. 
There were strikes in the Fort Gloster Jute Mill at Bowreah and in the 
India Jute Mill at Berampore. They were of very short duration, as 
the situation was promptly dealt with. 

55. The general health of the operatives and their conditions of 
labour continue to be satisfactory. The rate of jvages paid to mill hands 
is generally higher than that earned by labourers of a similar class 
engaged in other occupations. There was no scarcity of labour, except 
possibly for a couple of months in the year, when some of the hands 
returned home to cultivate their fields. 


Foreign Trade. 56. 


Imports. 


Exports- 


TRADE. 

The value of the sea-borne trade (merchandise only) of the 
province in 1906-1907 was the highest on record, namely, ]20'9 crores 
of rupees, and was greater than that in 1905-1906 by 8'4 crores, or 7*5 
per cent. Of this total, the trade of Calcutta accounted for 120‘5 crores, 
against 109 crores in the previous year. The total imports into Calcutta 
were valued at 42 croros, and of these manufactured cotton ])iecc-goods, 
yarns, etc., were, as usual, the most important items* although the value 
of this trade declined this year from 21'4 crores, in* 1905-1906 to 18'6 
crores, or 13 per cent. About 75 per cent, ^of the total imjiorfs of 
the year came from the United Kin^^dom as compared with 76 per cent, 
in the previous year, while Germany, on the other hand, increased her 
shipments from 3"5 to 4*8 per cent. 

.57. The total value of exports in 1906-1907 was 78'5 crores as 
compared with 67’4 crores in the previous year. .Tuto continued to be tho 
most iinportant staple of the export trade, and* the ^aggregate value of 
jute, raw and manufactured together, exported jn the yea^ was 40 crores 
as comiiared with 28 crores in tho preceding year, equivalent to an 

increase of 39 per cent. 

There wore increased exports of coal, owing to which and to a steady 
advance in prices (counteracted to some extent by a reduction in railway 
freights) the total value exceeded that of tho preceding year by 8J 

lakhsl Tlie trade in food-grains suffered from great depression, duo to 

the unfavourable season. The United Kingdom was the largest importer 
of goods exported from Bengal, and took 27 per cent, of the whole 
quantity exported in 1906-1907. The United States with 16 per cent., 
Germany with 12*6 per cent, and China with 8'6 per cent, came next. 


Frontier Trade. 


58, The total value of tho registered trans-frontfer trade (excluding 
treasure) was 302 lakhs in 1906-1907, as compared with 351 lakhs in the 
previous year. The total, however, is higher than that for 1904-1905 by 
32 lakhs. Of this, 268*8 lakhs, m* about 89 per cent.,* is represented by the 
trade with Nepal. There was a marked decline in the Nepal trade of 36 
lakhs, or 11‘9 per cent. (21 lakhs in imports and 15 lakhs in exports). The 
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total value of imports into Bengal from the trans>frontier oojintries was. 

205'56 lakhs, *8S compared with 235*27 lakhs in 1905*1906. 

59. The total value of the coasting trade, of the province rose by 22 Coasting Trade* 
per cent, from 15 to 18*3 crores, imports contributing 9*6 ,orores and 
exports 8*7 crores. 

. 60. The imports into Calcutta from the rest of Bengal an^ other Bail and River* 

provinces amounted in the year to 81 crores, as compared with 76Trade, 
crores in the previous year. Jute, raw (24*17 crores), jute, manufactured 
(5*79 crores), rice (5*17 crores), co^ (4*76 crores), opium (4*49 crores) 
and hides and skins (4*2 crores) were the principal articles of this 
trade. The rest of Bengal received goods valued at more than 13^ 
crores &om other provinces, an advance of 4| crores on last year’s 
figures; and exported goods valued at 8*79 crenes, chiefly to the adjoining 
provinces of Eastern Bengal and Assam and the United Provinces. 

Exports from Calcutta to the Bengal mufassal and to other provinces 
were valued at 51 crores, as compared with 43 crores in the preceding 
year. The principal articles of export were cotton goods (19*41 croros), 
metals, chiefly iron and steel (5*11 crores), food-grains (4*9 croresl, 
sugar, refined and unrefined (3*33 crores), oils (2*17 crores), and salt 
(2*14 crores). 

BUILDINGS. 

61. The most important Imperial Works in hand during the year Imperial 

were:— Works. 

(a) Fusa Agricultural College. (e) Additions to the Viceregal 

(0) Improvements in the Paper Buildings, Calcutta. 

Currency ^office. 

Good progress was made in all of these. 

62. Demands were made on the department by the Jail, Police and provincial 
Educational authorities. Their requirements were complied with as far as^^^^^* 
possible. Shelters for witnesses and others attending mufassal courts have 

been erected in certain districts. In Calcutta and Howrah, as well as in 
the mufassal, various extensions to Medical buildings, hospitals and dis¬ 
pensaries were in handj Steps to construct or acquire houses for Govern* 
mont officifils of.tJl grades were taken in various places. g 

Progress was made with the scheme of preservation of the Jaga* 
mohon Temple at Kanarak. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

63. In the district of Darjeeling the improvement [of the pony Communica* 
track along the Ranjit Valley from the Tista to the Manjitar bridge 

completed. 

Portions of the Cnttack-Angul-Sambalpur road, an important thorough¬ 
fare connecting Sambalpur with the rest of the Orissa Division, wero 
improved in the Cuttack district. 

In the district of Sambalpur the improvement of the first section 
of the Bargarh-Bolangir road was completed, and that of the Cuttack road 
was commenced. 

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLIC IMPBOVEUENTS. 

64. Tn the Darjeeling Municipality and in Eurseong, some of the Misoellaneous 
drains were improved so as to make ^em fit to carry sullage water. rmp i-CTAniftiita 
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Gtood«progress was made with tbe constraotion of a reserroir iabk 
near Observatory Hill in the town ol Angnl, and reservoir tanks 
were also construoted* in tbe Reserve Forests^ of Angul. 
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65. There are seven Light Railways in the province whioh are> 
of local importance, and are in some measure nnd^ the omitrol of this 
Government, The larger railway systems are administered by the Railway 
Board and the Government of India, 

66. The total mileage of railways in this province on the dlst April 
1607 was 4,119 miles. Daring the year 238 miles were opened, 198| 
miles on the standard gauge and 44^ on the metre gauge. 

67. The Bengal Duars Railway was transfwred to the administrativs 
control of the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

68. There are no main lines under survey in this province, but the 
East Indian Railway, the Bengal and North-Western Railway and the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway have surveys in progress for branch lines. 
The survey of the Eowrah-Ampta line from Autpur to Champadanga 
was completed. Messrs. Octavius Steel & Go. have submitted proposals 
for a Light Railway from Dehri to Akbarpur in the Sbahabad district. 

69. It is expected that extensions of the Buktiarpur-Behar Light 
Railway to Silao and the Barasat-Basirhat Light Railway to Taki and 
Hoseinabad will be shortly undertaken. 


Irrigation. 
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CANALS. 

70. The Major (Irrigation works in Bengal are of Iwo classes 

1.—^Productive works. | II,—^Protective works. 

The Productive works comprise the Orissa, Midnapore, Hijili Tidal and 
Sone Canals. Tbe Hijili Tidal Canal*is for navigation only; while the 
others provide both for irrigation and navigation. The total area 
irrigated by these canals during the year 1906-1907 was 891,815 acres, 
or 79,607 acres more than in the previous year, due to an increase in the 
areas irrigated from the Orissa and Sone Canals.' < 

71. The total receipts during the year from irrigaticn, * navigation 
and miscellaneous sources aggregated Rs. 22,88,509, or Rs, 1,54,663 
more than the receipts for the previous year. 

72. The protective works are the Tiibeni and Dhaka Canals. The 
lattOT canal, a small work, deriving its supply from the Lai Bakeya 
river in the Champaran . district, . has been nearly completed and is in 
use. ’The area irrigated in 1906-1907 was 9,220 acres. The progress 

*of work on the Tribeni Canal, though rather better than in the previous 
year, was still slow. With favourable conditions during the current year 
1907-1908, it may be possible to open the first 40 miles of this Canal 
in. June 1903. 


EMBANKMENTS AND DBAINAG-E WOBE8. 

Rmhonkments 73. The total length of the fiood embankments maintained daring 

and Drainage, ygjj nearly the same as in the previous year, viz. 2,141J miles.. 

The total expenditure incurred on embankments and drainage > works 
was Rs. 8,92,659, of which Rs. 3,58,869 were spent on embankments. 
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74. The finandsl settlement with the Ookernment of India was Prokindal 
rerised in consequence of the establishment of the province of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, and a new ^vaM-permanent settlement came into 

force on the 1st .April 1906. The proportionate allotroent of the various 
heads of revenue between the Imperial and the Provincial Government 
^as revised, the general result being to improve to some extent the financial 
position of the Local Government. 

The Imperial receipts in this Province were slightly less 'than in the 
previous year, owing to this readjustment. The amount expended on 
Imperial account was slightly higher than last year’s figures. 

LAND BEVENUE. 

75. The receipts from this head are sbued with the • Imperial Bevmvs. 
Government. This Province now keeps the entire revenue derived from 
Government estates and half that from other estates, and it has to 

defray all the expenditure connected therewith, except that for large 
survey and settlement operations. 

During the. year the collections of Land Revenue were extremely 
good, and the outstanding balances and remissions stood at the lowest 
figure they have been known to reach. Over two hundred and eighty- 
seven lakhs were collected, out of which the Imperial Government 
received one hundred and eleven le^hs. ' 

CUSTOMS AND TBADE. 

76. Imperial revenues received over ISO lakhs net from this source. General results. 
There has been a decline in the amount received for Customs dues 

daring the year, ^directly attributable to the reduced imports foreign 
merchwdise, .more especially of cotton goods and Government stores. 

The aggregate value of the imports and exports is very largely in excess 
of that for -the previous year; this increase is due to the greatly 
enhanced value of jute and jute products exported. 

77. The testing of cotton yarns at the port of importation, which Merchandise 
had 'been done away with in the previous year, was reintroduced. Mkrks Act. 

A large number of cases of false trade descriptions were dealt* with 

xmder this Act. Japanese firms were conspicuous by their attempts to. 
pass oS soap and perfumery as of French, English or American origin; 
and they even sent stocks of cigarettes marked SwadnU in Bengali, though 
in English the country of origin was named. 

OPIUM. 

78. The receipts derived from opium are wholly Imperial. Daring Statistics. 

, tire year steps were taken, in accordance with the orders of the 

fSeoretary of State, to*iedaee the total arm of p<^py cultivation in the 
BifaftT and Benares Agencies. The total area settled for the season • 
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amounted to 052,013 bighes, viz., 320,781 bigbae in Bihar uid 031,232 
bighas in the Benares .Agency. The areas, however, actually sown witb 
poppy (inclusive of failures) in 1006-1907 were 206,287 bighas in Bihar 
and 632,401 in Benares. As compared with the previous year, there was 
a decrease in cultivation in the two agencies of 06,478 bighas. Owing 
to tiie constant advance in the price of labour and in the value of. 
crops other tiian opium, the raiyats in some places were unwilling to 
give up their best lands for poppy on the ground that the fixed priccb 
of opium is not sufficient to nu^e the cultivation profitable. The 
weather conditions in both agencies were most unfavourable: as a result, 
the average consistenoe of the outturn of the Benares Agency was again 
low. 

The total quantity of provition opium qaanufactured during the 
season 1906*1007 amounted to 38,125 chests. When to this is added the 
number of chests rmaining from the stock of 1005-1906, a total of 72,932 
chests' is obtained. Besides this quantity, however, tiiere were more than 
36,000 maunds of unmanufactured opium in the vats of the Patna and 
Ghazipur Factories. 

The average price realized for a chest of opium during the calendar 
years 1906 and 1007 was Bs. 1,370 and Be. 1,372, respectively. The net 
revenue derived from opium during the season 1906-1907 was over four 
hundred and eighty*one lakhs. 

An improved method of extracting opium alkaloids was devised 
during the year by Professor Donston of the Imperial Institute, and 
excellent residts arc anticipated from this new method* . 

SILT. 

Duty. 70. The most important administrltive change made during the year was 

the abolition of the Salt Bawana system which had long hampered trade 
and restricted the consumption of salt. Another important change was the 
reduction in duty on salt from Be. 1-8 to Be. 1 per maund which came 
into force on the 20th March 1007. From that dete to the end of the 
financial tyear, the clearances of salt from bond for cohsumptipn reached 
a very high daily average. Salt is sold in Calcutta, exclusive of duty, at 
about 8 annas a mauud wholesale. In the districts the wholesale price, 
inclusive of duty, averages Bs. 2-10 per maund. The average retail price 
is about Bs. 8-4 a maund. 

Bevenue. 80. The net revenue derived from salt, which is wholly Imperial, 

was nearly one hundred and fifty-seven lakhs. 


BZCISB. 

Bevenue. 81. The net revenue from Excise was over one hundred and fifty- 

three lakhs: half of this goes to Provincial and half to Imperial revenues. 

' 82. Among the administrative changes which took effect during the 

year may be mentioned the extension to the districts of Darjeeling, 
Mursbidabad, Jessore and Khulna of the contract system of supplying, 
country siSrits, and the enhancement, with effect from the 2nd January 
1907, of the duty on country rum to the tariff rate of Bs. 7 per 
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gallon L. P. The prohibition of the sale of intoxicants of all kinds to 
children under *14 years of age and the issue of excise licenses for the 
flalft of medicated Uqaors are important reforms which were introduced 
during the year. At the suggestion of this Government, the Government 
of India issued orders probilnting-the bringing by sea or by land into 
British India of cocaine by means of the post and restricting its importa* 
tion by any other means to persons specially permitted by ^ the Local 
Government. 


STAMPS. 

83. The revenue collected under the Stamp and Court-fees Acts amount- Statistics, 
ed to Rs. 1,43,36,693, against Bs. 1,41,83,281 in the previous year. The 
increase was wholly under non-judicial stamps. There was a considerable 
decrease in the s^e-proceeds of court-fee stamps, which occurred mainly 
in Calcutta, and is attributed partly to the smaller amount of duty paid 
in cases of probates and letters of administration, and partly to the 
abolition of salt rawanas which required the levy of a court-fee duty. 

There was a marked increase in the number of prosecutions instituted 
for infringement of the provisions of the Stamp Act. 


INCOME TAX. 

84. The total collections on account of tax during the year showed Statistics, 
on increase of Rs. >2,09,370, or 4'7 per cent., over those of the preceding 

year. The incrObse occurred under the four main classes, viz., "salaries,” 
"companies,” securities,” and "other sources of income.” The final 
demand for the year showed an increase of Rs. 1,91,189, which was 
chiefly contributed by Calcutta and Vas due to the expansion of railway 
traffic and the prosperous condition of the town. 

FOBE8T8. 

85. Half of •the net revenue from Forests is a Provincial asset and ForMts. 
half goes to *lmperial. €>uring the year every Forest Division but one 
showed a profit on its working. The net revenue was nearly five lakhs. 


MINOB HEAPS. 

86. Reference to the tabular statements in Chapter V of this Report Minor Heads, 
will show the Imperial receipts and expenditure under various minor heads.. 


BOAD AND PUBLIC WOBES 0BS6BS. 

87. The grohs valuation for assessment of these cesses, in the districts Collections, 
in which they are levied, amounts to Rs. 12,67,31,262, They were levied as 
usual at the maximum rate of one anna per rupee, and the total demand 
was Rs. 82,82,702. * The amount collected was Rs. 69,56,766, or 99*2 per 
cent, of the current demand. The remissions were in all Rs. 1,12,743, and 
the outstanding balance stood at Rs. 13,48,585. 
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VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICE. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


Vital StatisticB. 88. The year was far from healthy. The deaths totalled 1,823,248, 

the number of births being 1,885,752. The balance in favour of the 
natural increase of population is very small, not quite 1'25 per cent. The 
birth-rate was below, and the death-rate above, the quinquennial average. 

89. As usual, the deaths from fever” (under which elastic term 
many other diseases than malarial fever are ^i^uded) were far greater 
in number t>>a p those from all other causes combined. Cholera comes 
ilext, the ravages of small-pox and plague accounting for but a small 
number of deaths in comparison. 

Prevention of 90. The Committee that vtaa appointed in March 1806 to enquire 

into the drainage conditions of the Presidency Division and their connec¬ 
tion with the prevalence of malaria completed their enquiries during the 
year, but their report was not received till after the close of the year. 
The report contains much valuable information ahd many practical suggos- 
tions. For want of sufficient data, however, the Committee have not been 
able to arrive at any definite conclusions in regard to the connection 
between -defects of drainage and the prevalence of malarial fever. They 
have, therefore, recommended that further enquiry of • a systematic and 
organized character should be made regarding the local .sanitary conditions 
nn/t the obstTuctionB to drainage, in order to determine as 

accurately as possible the inmdence of malarial fever, the causes to which 
it is attributable, and the measures tieeessary for its prevention. Steps 
will be taken towards this end. * 

Anti-malaria operations, consisting chiefly in the fillmg up of hollows 
and depressions, clearing jungles, spreading kerosine oil on the water 
surface of all foul tanks and cesspools, and tl)e free distribution of 


Tuberculosis. 


Flagns* 


quinine. Were carried on during the year at the townb. of Banaghat in 
the district of Nadia, Berhampore in tho district of Murshidabad, Jagdispur 
in the district of Shahabad, mid Hahespur in the district of Jessore, but 
the result cannot bo estimated yet. 

Steps are being takan to collect accurate statistics as to the prevalence 
of fever in places where drainage works are either in progress or about 
to be .undeirtaken, in order to demonstrate wbelher any marked improve- 
.ment is caused by euoh works. 

91. A phthisical ward for patients in the incipient stages of con¬ 
sumption has been opened in connection with the Lewis Jubileo Sanitarium 
at Darjeeling, but the Cfivil Surgeon of the district and the Medical Officer 
of the Institution have been instructed to see that only such cases are 
admitted as are likely to be benefited by the change to the hills, and 
are not a source of danger to the public. 

92. There was a marked decrease in the mortality from plague 
during 1966, the total number of deaths recorded being 69,619, against 
126,084 in the previous year. Of the total number of deaths, 15,957, 
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<a 26*76 per cent., occurred in tovne« nnd 43,662, or 73*26 per oeat., in 
rural areas, its asual the districts ol the Patna Division sufi^sad most* 

The disease was most prevalent iriun January to April, the dimax being 
reached in March. 

Of the many measures that ■■ have :been su^ested and taken from 
.time to time for oombatiDg plague, the evaoaation of infected^ houses, 
inoculation and the destruction of rats have shown. thO' best Results} but ^ 

for many and obvious reasons none of these measures admit of general 
application; in the present state of public feeling they must necessarily 
be restricted to particular localities or to a limited seciaon of the people. 

* In the small Municipality of Jagdispur, in the Shahabad district, a 
systematio and thorough trial was made of the .value of rat extermination, 
which provided valuable evidenoe of the efficacy of sudi a measure within 
a restricted area, and so long as the operations are carried on in a 
thorough manner under reliable supervision; but the result only throws 
into relief the impracticability of giving effect to similar measures over 
the whole area, both urban and rural, infected with plague, or of oontm- 
uing them in an efficient manner throughout the cycle of an epidemic. 

In spite of much careful research into- the etiology and epidemiology of 
plague, opinion is still far from unanimous as to the actual cause of the 
disease and the ehannel or channels of human infection. 

EMIOBATIOir. 

93. Seven Colonial Emigration Agencies were at work during the year, Colonial 
six representing the British Colonies and one the Dutch Colony of Surinam. 

The number of emigrants requisitioned and despatched shows a consider¬ 
able increase over the figures of the previous year. As usuel recruitment 
was most vigorous in the United |*rovinceB, which supplied 75 per cent* 
of the emigrants. The largest pumber of emigrants went to Natal* 

Over 14 lakhs of rupees were sent back to India from thut colony by 
money-order during the year. Returning emigrants brought back over 
nine lakhs of rupees, the average being Rs. 159. 

The general, unhbalthiness of the year caused an increase in the 
amount of siskn^ and .mortality over the previous year. A oonuderahte 
number of would-be emigrants were rejected as physically unfit. 

The Emigration Fund dosed with an appreciable surplus. 

94. The number of emigrants recruited for Assam on the other TwImiI 
hand showed a considerable fstUing off, only 24,503 embaridng. at ^>>U8Tetion. 
Goalundo, as against 33,949 in the previous year. These, enugvants 

come chiefly from Bengal, Madras and the Central Provinoes, and the 
decrease in numbers is undoubtedly due to the infareasing demand for* 
labour nearer home. Grave abases vt&e reported to have arisen in the 
Ranchi and Sambalpmr districts, espedally in oonneetion with recruitment 
from the ndghbouring Native. States. Orders have recently issued, whidi 
■will, it is believed, check these illegalities. There was no improvement 
in the financial position of the Inland Labour Transport Fund. 

The most satisfactory feature of the year’s working was the decrease 
. in the number of criminal oases connected with emigration. Although 
many offences necessarily pass undetected, the figures may be taken as 
an indication that malpraotioes are gradually become less frequent. 
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Several reforms based on the recommendations of the recent Com* 
mittee were introduced either during the year or shortly after its close, 
notably the prohibition of free recruiting under section 92 of the Act 
throughout the province and of ell recruitment by contractors in the 
districts of the Patna and Bhagalpur Divisions. Important concessions in 
connection with aardari recruiting were also granted to the Tea District^ 
Labour Supply Assodation. 

MBDIOAL INSTITUTIONS. 

95. The Eden Sanitarium continues to do good work, and the 
addition of the Hospital Section has added considerably to its usefulness. 
The number of patients admitted during the year was 344, against 305 
in the previous year. Notwithstanding the increase in the number of 
patients, however, there was a serious falling o£E in receipts, which is 
said to be due to the average period of stay of each patient being 
shorter than usual. The financial position of the Sanitarium has not 
been satisfactory for some time past, and Qovemment has had to give 
assistance in the shape of grants>in<aid. 

96. The total number of lunatics in the several asylums at the 
close of the year 1906 was 836, against 844 at the close of 1905. The 
health of the inmates was not good, 850 cases having been admitted to 
hospital, against 576 in the previous year. The total death-rate on the 
daily average strength was 10'27 per cent, against O'19 in 1905. Bowel- 
oomplaints and tuberculosis were the diseases most prevalent. To combat 
the latter disease, segregation and open-air treatment are enforced. The 
scale of diet for the lunatics was improved at considerable cost. The 
Cuttack Asylum was closed during the year, and its inmates were 
transferred to the Central Asylum at. Berhampore. The scheme for the 
establishment of Central Asylums botk for Europeans and for Indians at 
Ranchi is being proceeded with, and revised plans for the buildings are 
now under consideration. When these are constructed and ready for use, 
the present Asylums at Bhowanipur, Berhampore and Patna will be 
closed. 

97. •Important structural improvements in {be large hospitals in 
Calcutta were in progress during the year. The improvements already 
effected have brought these institutions more into line wiffi modern 
requirements, and added greatly to their general efficiency.' The number 
of patients treated in all the Hospitals in Calcutta was 28,136 indoor 
and 271,078 outdoor, against 27,836 and 268,792, respectively, in the 
previous year. The nursing arrangements at the several institutions were 
generally satisfactory, but more nurses are required both at the Presi- 

* dency Oeneral and the. Medical College HospitaL Proposals for increasing 
the staff of nurses are under oontideration. 

A separate Medicail Officer as Police Surgeon was sanctioned during 
the year. This officer has relieved the Superintendent of the Campbell 
Hospital of the charge of the Police Hospital, thus giving him more time 
to devote to his own institution. 

Small-poz, cholera and plague were prevalent in^ Calcutta during the 
year, and a largo percentage of such cases found their way to the. 
hospitals; but by far the largest number of patients treated in the 
hospitals were suffering from fevers, especially of the malarial type. 
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There was an increase in the number of cases of tuberculosis treated, 
which indicates* that this disease is more prevalent in Calcutta than is 
g’enerally supposed. 

The number of mufassal dispensaries at the beginning of 1906 was 
660. During that year 27 new dispensaries were opened, and 9 of those 
fdready existing were closed, leaving 678 at the close of the yei^. The 
numbers of indoor and outdoor patients treated were 61,647 and^ 3,874,079, 
against 67,361 and 3,672,114, respectively, in 1906. The figures indicate 
the growing appreciation on the pari ,of the general public of the benefits 
derived from these institutions. Much has been done to increase the 
* popularity and usefulness of the hospitals and dispensaries, and in many 
cases separate pauper wards have been constructed. The system of 
deputing Medical Officers ^ visit outlying markets for the purpose of 
affording medical relief has been attended with good results. 

SANITATION. 

98. Considerable attention was paid to sanitation during the year, Sanitation, 
and many useful works, chiefly connected with the improvement of water 

supply and drainage, were carried out in the several districts by 
Municipalities and District Boards, as well as by Government and by 
private individuals. The sanitation of villages was imdertaken by some 
of the District Boards with satisfactory results. 

Special attention was directed to the management of septic^tank 
installations in factories, and roles for the purpose were framed. The 
effluent of these* tanks is sterilized by the chlorine process which has 
been found to render it innocuous. 

A separate laboratory for chen^al and bacteriological investigations 
has been established in connection with the Sanitary Department. 

VACCINATION. 

99. The work done by the Vaccination Department compares Vaccination, 
favourably with that \>f the previous year. In order to improve the 
backward slate* of vaccination in the district of Puri, the ntmffler and 

pay of the vaccinators employed in the district have been increased. 

Antiseptic vaccination was introduced th^roughout the Province, and on 
the whole the results appear to have been satisfactory. 

The rules for licensed vaccinators were revised during the year, 
with the object of securing the enlistment of a better class of men in 
future as vaccinating and inspecting officers. * 


C3gA.I»TJBR •Vn. 

INSTRUCTION. « 

« 

• 100. A scheme for the increase of the number of Inspectors from General. 

6 to 12 and of Assistant lnq>ectors from 6 to 11 was sanctioned during 
the year, but has not yet been brought into full effect. The Revised 
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Begulatiotfs of the University were promulgated in August 1906, bringing 
with them enormously increased responsibiKties both as regards the Edu¬ 
cation Department and the proprietors and managers of private oolleges 
and schools. The educational problem of the day is how to find the 
funds necessary to meet those responsibilities. 

101. The number of pupils in primary schoob continues to incroaSO 
satisfactorily. Upper primary and middle venmcular schools are, however, 
declining in popularity. The scheme introduced in 1905-1906 for the 
building of village school-houses has proved only a very qualified success. 

The expenditure on primary education from Greneral Bevenues was^ 
greater by one and-a-balf lakhs of rupees than in 1905. 

102. As regards female education, there has been a steady advance, 
but the difficulty of obtaining female teachers cTnd, in a lesser degree, of 
inducing parents to send their girls to school is a continual bar to real 
progress. 

103. As regards technical education, the Sibpur Engineering College 
has continued its excellent work, and the mining classes recently opened 
have proved successful and useful. 

In other respects, however, though views have solidified and aims been 
concentrated, little real progress is reported. 

104. There was an increase of 9*3 per cent, in the number of Muham¬ 
madan boys attending school, as compared with the previous year; but 
the proportion of Muliammadan boys under instruction is still unduly 
low, and special inspection and special grants to. maktaba have been 
found necessary in order to foster and encourage Maht\nuuadan educa¬ 
tion. 


BBFOBSfAT^BT SOKOOLh. 

105. The number of boys sent td Beformatory schools in the year 1906. 
1907 was 144 as against 95 in 1905-1906, and the number of punishments 
indicted has also largely increased. Primary education has received con¬ 
siderable attention, and new schemes are under consideration, calculated to 
effect izAprovements in this direction. Gymnastics, drill, games tmd the band 
at Alipore are among the opportunities for recreation provided. 

106. At Hazaribagh agricultnro is tho chief work in which training is 
given. Tho object of the industrial training given at Alipore is not fully 
attained, as less than on'e-third of the boys follow the trade they have been 
taught on leaving. Fewer boys were released on license, with more satis¬ 
factory results than hitherto, as out of 72 so released only four were sent 
back to the school for misconduct. 

LITEBATUBB AND THE PRESS. 

107. The number of publications received and catalogued in the 
Bengal Library during. 1906 was 3,440 against 2,600 id the previous year; 
of the total, 2,347 wore books and 1,093 periodicals. The increase is 
largely attributed to better registration, but there is still room for improve¬ 
ment in, this respect. The drama, fiction, pbifosophy, religion an^ 
politics are all well represented; and there is evidence of the growth of a 
new spirit of historical and critioal research. 
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CH-A-DPTEEt VIII. 


ARCHAEOLOGY. 

108. A distinct step in advance was taken daring the year, the Bwrganization. 
Secretary of State having sanctioned the reorganization of th« Depart* 

ment on a permanent footing and under more favonrable conditions. 

OBLAETER IX- 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

OHBMlOai. BXAMUTBB’S dbpabtmbitt. 

109. Various analyses for the Customs Department and the Port Analyses. 
Commissioners were carried out. Samples of water and milk were fre* 
guently tested, and nearly half the samples of milk were found to be 
adulterated. 

110. In medico-legal cases, an important possible source of error was Hedico-leg^l 
detected. Arsenic was found in very small quantities mixed with another*’^** 
poison. The yellow wax-cloth in which the i^ecimens were forwaarded for 
examination was examined, and it was found that arsenic was used in its 
preparation. Such cloth will not be used in future for packing in medico¬ 
legal cases. 

VBTBBIITAET DBFABTMBITT. 

111. The Bengal Veterinary College is developing rapidly. The Bengal 
Bacteriological Laboratory has been |c(»npleted, and other projects are 
under consideration. The extension* of the Glanders and Farcy Act 

to Calcutta and the suburbs has added considerably to the work of 
the Principal. 

112. The Belgachia Infirmary is growing in popularity. There is Dispensaries, 
a steady growth in the number of Veterinary Hospitals and Dispensaries 

in the mufassal.- The number of oases treated shows a * marked 
increase. Rinderpest inoculation continues to make satisfactory progress. 

ZOOLOGICAL GABDBKB, OALCTTTTA. 

113. The number of visitors to the Ghirdens continues to increase. Number of 
The scheme for' extending them by taking in part of the ground ©fYiaitors. 
the Kidderpore Orphanage has not yet been given effect to. 
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XBxBlQAIi 

ASSfOIimOAXi mi «' ml u a* ... • ii. . . . 4 ■ 

OSOGBA^HY, ; Tll6 OounOU 1t5 nttlfigi as IQ til'd It had 71 fd 

ideal witii, and, a^ ll^ ^d df the 761^.14 

'LegialatiTe. 6. On thia:aide of the Couninl 38 ld9du|^V l^isdA^ 11^(9 

passed de^g %itii tiie folloBdng inatiem;l3()ih|9Q>i^ r^ ^ Bf^ystte^ ; 
Chaukidari, Sitall Orase Oonrts, Hindu Witle, ncdiitte. ^adidnati^ SuodesaioQ 
and the Gooch Behar Town Committee. A Bill deaklg th^ Pendl Code 
was introdtto^. 

ihweatiTe. 7.^ The Oonnoil dealt with many matters of imporiimoe in its three 

General. subdirmras of execntiYe activity, namely (1) General, (2) Fibimcid, iS) the 
State Hailway and Miscellaneous Departments. The Victoria Oblhlge bwdihg 
was completed and the properties known as “ Lansdowne ” and '^Silrer 
were acquired at Darjeeling to ensure privacy. Two holders of State Sohd^« 
ships were undergoing a course of ^hnical training, one in Japan and the 
other at Leeds in £:^land. Experiments with tobacco were oontinuedi and 
negotiations with a French company that proposes to start a cigarette laotory 
near Calcutta were entered into, with the oDject of securing a market for the 
State tobacco and a school of practical training in the industry for sueh natives 
of India as His Highness the Maharaja may nominate, As last year cigarettes 
were imported into Calcutta to the value of almost twenty-three lakhs; there is 
apparently an ample 6eld for the operations of this Company. 

The settlement of the town of Coocb Behar has been completed. The 
area dealt with was over ten square miles. The assessment' has increased from 
about eleven thousand to seventeen thousand rupees. The demarcation of the 
boundary between the State and Jalpaiguri district bad been pending for a long 
time, and a satisfactory settlement has now been arrived at. 

Hoods. 8, A flood in August 1906 caused much misery, loss and inconvenience. 

Every subdivision suffered, the roads were damaged, and owing to the destruc¬ 
tion of two large bridges and breaches in the railway embankment, railway 
communication was interrupted for four days. The jute crop escaped well. 
The bitri paddy was considerably damaged. Gratuitous relief and agricultural 
loans to a total of Ks. 7,600 were given to those really in need. Cholera 
followed on the inundation, 1,816 oases being reported.. A scheme for the 
extensive employment of tube-wells with a view to improving the supply of 
water is under consideration. ^ 

Owing to the high prices obtainable for produce, the people are 


prosperous. * ' 

Financial. 9. The total general revenues amounting to Rs. 34| laVh« show an 

increase of over sixty-three thousand rupees on the figures of last year. The 
total expenditure was nearly Hs. lakhs. Pensions and allowances to a 
total of Rs. 3,066 per annum were sanctioned during the year, and compensation 
for the dearness of food-grains was given to all State servants whose nav 
Rs. 60 and under. • 

Criminal 10. ’The total number of cases, 8,376, shows an •inisruSse ‘of 47 on the 

Justice. total for last year. Over 73 per cent, of the persons tried were convicted. 
There were very few grave crimes committed. 

EdneationaL 11. At the end of the year there wore 305 Primary and Secondary 

schools open. There were just 34 per cent, of the boys of school-going age 
actually under instruction. The percentages in the three neighbouring mtish 
districts are only 18, 19 and 30. 

The results of the University examinations were creditable except 
in the B.A. examinidions, in which only 16 passed out of 81 sent ui|). A 
Seienco course is aboni to be tiiarted, and provision has been made f(w labom- 
tory and other equipuisnt. 

Health. 13. Gener^ly asking the health^l the people was good. The outbreak 

of cholera has alr^y been alluded to. Tfae reported cases of malarial fever 
in the town show a difninutioo from 9,208 to 6,778, This satisfaoteiy decrease 
is attributed to the ^tion t^en. to improve the drribsde, clear away the 
|niig|e and fill up holfows had low lands. The ona i«|prettahle' feature te that 
m the past wear, in the town were more 

the birtits., ' Stilly M not quite' 17 ^ mille, it m 

a rema^jbte bmltfiy town in compaxiion wim the Britip 
'I%e tha wrhole proidate htit year wm Mr 

•milfo, ■ t . 
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. !0«h%: to IsaamdieBt raiw crop fell short of nonof^. Si^e 

from ineeot pests is tvpori^^ to have ocooned in Kbaraawao. I^ood 

gWBtif WJ son8idfli»% 4«i^,than 

14,. An outbreak of ebderaoansed 39 deaths in Seraikela and 30 in Kham> Heal^. 
'waiii. ; Apart fr oW this, the health of the inhahitants was generally good and the 
his^ rtriees ohcauied. fox ngnoultaral prodnce were beneficial. Owing to the 
• ^esdxe agency employed, little reliance can be placed on the^rarMfor 
vital strtistics.: irfae establishment of municipalitieB in the towns ^ of^ Seraikela 
and Kharsawnh has resulted in much in^rovement in their sanitation. Vac¬ 
cination is j^gressing, and the two dispensaries do useful work. At Seraikela 
1,10.1 out-o^r patients were treated during the year, and 1,500 at Kharsawan. 

15. The reorganization of the Seraikela police and the re'assessment of Police and 
4 he police oesa was sanctioned by Government during the year. Proposals for crime, 
reorganizing the Kharsawan police im about to be submitted. An important 

point to be decided in this connection is the substitution of fixed pay for rent- 
free service grants, and an annual oontribution in grain from each cultivator. 

^cre is a considerable decrease in reported crime, especially under the head 
of offonees against property. , 

16. As a result of the settlement operations, the assessment (mclnding that Fiscal, 
on extenaiQua of cultivation) has been increased in Kharsawan by 64 per cent, and 

in Seraikela by 56 per cent. The new rents have been accepted without demur 
by the raiyats. The revenue from Excise increased by Rs. 8,260 to Rs. 28,690, 
as tile maAva crop was plentiful, and competition at auction sales was keen. 

The total revenue was in Seraikela Rs. 1,22,521 and in Kharsawan Rs. 41,912, 
the correi^ionding figures for last year being Rs. 1,05,629 and Rs. 39,255, 
respectively. « 

xbibutaby and peudatoet states, obissa. 



rBavort br Hi* Oommiirioaer and SiiMrinteiidait of the Tributur Mohali, Orine. on thoM Stetoi 

for 19(»-1907.] 

17. This group of States, 24 in lyimber, included in the division of Orim, Administrative 
was placed formally under a Political .dgent early in the year. The Political Md 
Agent was appointed with effect from 29tn April. During tne year, three States®®*^®***’ 
came under administration; two, namely, Rairakhol and Hindol, as their Chiefs 
died: and the third, Keonjhar, as its Chief resigned his ffodi in favour of Govern- 


ribute ^yable to Government is Rs. 66,799. 

There was a general improvement in the realization of the land Pi*®rt. 


Settiemeuts and revisioim of assrasment were in progress in yaiiona States. 

Some bottudary dfsputes, one of tiiem of over twenty years’ standing, have been 
satisfaetonly settiea, and in others progress towards a settlement has been* made. 

The finauoisd imsition of most of the States is sound. In some, reserve, 
frtuls mfC lipv b4i^hi^5g ik> ^umnlato. In btiiexs, a system <ff bndgcts baa 
b^ inbrodic^ in snpsrabasiott of the cruder mrthoda hitirtrtQ in force. 

' lft. 1 ; excise Inoorte iuoraased in 14 of tlm Sta -The number Exdic. 
of rtiops aid rtills in the fi# Strtes transfmnred from tiie Oeoiitral Provinces in 
tfiSlHi Is bi^ C(S#ui»ed;l^^ 30 square miles 

cii^^csmtiyj -'PiK''Pi the populationr ^ is keener wm- 

■ -^.redactiii-.'ii .■awmber, and the 

s.;:'\iiS:''-:;brtwv«div-%-.'ba qui^ty./"Ho-'ineiianng tmidency' to 
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Public 

Works. 


Public 

health. 


PHY^BICAL ^ BKHGAL ADMINISTBATIOll BBIP6BT, 

AWOPOLmOAL ^ ' rr . . j. . - 

QEO QBAP HY. opposition. UoweTeiTi' fiteps for proper aemarcation, firo-preteotion and the 
levy of grazing fees are being pnsbed on. Wasteful and ruinoua outiwg is 
bein^ checked, and skilled adyisers are being tr^ed and reeniited lor uiis 
service as opportunity ofEers. 

21. .Considerable sums were expended on Pnblio Works, to an aggxeffaie 
amount of Bs. 5,37,828. Road'making, works for irrigation and proteeabn, 
tanks, varioos public offices, and temples are the objects to which thu expendir- 
ture was devoted. 

22. ^ The year was very healthy. Sporadic cases of cholera and cattle* 
disease in a non-epidemic form were reported. Vaccination is becoming 
widespread and oven re-vaccination is* making progress. Special officers have 
in some instances been appointed to promote this operation. The dispensaries 
continue to do good work. Every State except Tigiria has at least one, and* 
they are generally well equipped and in cha^e of duly qualified men. 

23. ^ Progress is the dominant note in this department. The number of 
schools increased from 1,605 to 1,707 during the year, and the number of pupils 
from 38,787 to 44,'^77. Tho expenditure incurred under this heading 
amounted to Us. 2,28,700. For the furtherance of primary education paihmlai 
were opened in some places among the purely agricultural population. 

24. There was a slight increase from 7,181 to 7,298 in the number of 
cases reported to the police. In one State there was an outbreak of organised 
dacoity, which yielded to prompt measures. With this exception, there was 
nothing serious in the crimes reported. Petty thefts and housebreaking are, as 
usual, the offences most prevalent, and those in which detection and conviction 
of the offenders^ are least frequent In some States, the methods of thumb- 
impressions, criminal-portraiture and character-registers arc employed. The 
principles underlying these methods for the repression of habitual offenders 
were aiSnsed as opportunities offered. In several instances police officers were 
deputed for special training. The morale of the police force, with the exception 
of that of Baramba State, was satisfactory. 

In the work of the Magistracy, there seems to be a distinct disinclination 
to use section 203, Criminal Procedure Code, and a marked tendency to impose 
sentences of imprisonment, when a wliipping would meet mure suitably the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case. On the whole, the system followed in the administration 
of Civil and Criminal justice is sound. ' It is suited to the needs of the people; 
it is prompt in procedure; and, judged by the appeals preferred and the results 
thereof, it is reliable and adequate. 


Education. 


Police and 
crime, 


Itices of 
food-grains. 


Condition of the people. 

[Brport on the Lud Korenue Adminiitratioo, 1908-1907.] 

25. During the past year, the prices of jute and food-grains reached an 

practically every district. An enquiry into the 
probable causes of this was made by the Director of Agriculture under the 
ordwB of Government. It was considered^ that, out of the manifold causes at 
work to bring about the rise in prices, tho following had perhaps the most 
pronodneed effect:— 


(o) The harvest of food-grains in general, and of rice in partioolar, was 
considerably lets than normal, for the past three years. 

(i) Owing to the great demand for jute of late, and to its abnormally 
high price in 1606, very large sums of money (probably about 
40 ciores of rupees) were put into circulation to finance the 
crop in the dbtricts. About iScroresof that was clear profit, 
MU, naturally, jthe standard of living of the people who had earned 
it went up ooauderably. Rice of better quality was in demand, 
and agriculturirts, who had stocks of rice, were not obliibd to 
oonveit them "into cash to pay their rents. In spite of the high 
prices^ the denieiui foi cheap Burma rice was very small. 
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PHYSICAX* 

(tf) There has been a general rise in the standard oi living in many 
directions. More has been spent on clothes, shoes, umbrellas, 
tobacco, railway travelling, etc., and even in the poorest districts 
of Bihar and Chota Nagpur, rice as a food is displacing coarser 
grains. 

(d) Owing to increased facilities for intercommunication, there is more 
* competition among dealers on an extensive scale: and, possibly, 

even greater combination among them. 

26. From all this it is clear that the agriculturists generally are in a 
highly prosperous condition. 'I'he landless labourer is gonerally paid in kind, 
and though he is tlio first to feel the pinch of real scarcity and famine, he is 
unaffected practically by the reduced purchasing power of tho rupee. The so- 
called ^^bhadra lok” and those on a fixed or practically fixed income are the 
real sufferers under these conditions. 

27. There are signs of a general rise in wages also. An exhaustive Wages, 
enquiry was made into the conditions governing the supply of labour for 
factories. It has been found that there is no real scarcity of labour. Sometimes 
there is a temporary shortage, when tho adults, who hare emigrated, go back to 

their homes at some seasons of the year to aid in the heavy field work. In other 
cases, employers of labour are creating around the industrial centres truly 
industrial towns. This should secure at least a permanent nucleus of their 
labour force. 

28. As hitherto, emigration continues to attract large numbers from Emigration, 
certain tracts of this province. In spite of the disabilities attaching to natives « 

of India in Natal, the majority of emigrants go there, and tliey send back large 
sums to their relatives. A system of State-aided emigration to Burma that liad 
been in operation for sixtoon years past came to an end during iho year. 

IVimarily it was intended to give tho Bihari landless labourer a chance of 
acquiring a permanent means of livelihood. It was mostly from Shaliahad 
district that the emigrants came. Now it is reported that in that district, and 
in fact in tlie Bihar districts gonerally, there is a tendency to a dearth 
of labour. Tho old customary rates of wages no longer attract the cooly class. 

This is not an unfavourable symptom,* as it points to a general rise in their 
scale of living. 

29. In the paragraphs of this repoit that deal with WealIier and Crops Health 
(Chapter IV), Condition of raiyats in Government estates (Chapter II), and 
Public licalth fChapter VI), further details on tho general condition of the 
people insy be found. Tho most gloomy feature is tlie extensive mortality from 
>ariouB fevers, which ojto mainly prevoutiblo diseases. The question of tho 
effect of Q\)Structod drainage as a factor in tho causation of malarieff has been 
carefully gone into by a ^mall committee. The most practical snggostion of 
their report is that it should bo taught in every school throughout the province 

that mosquitoes transmit malaria and that quinine euros it. 

30. During the past year, in Darbhanga district, famine was do(*Iared. It Famine, 
was caused by extreme drought following on heavy floods. The floods ruined 

the rice crop in tho ground. The drought prevented tho raii crops from 
giving any return Two harvests had thus failed, and there was nothing for 
it but to distribute gratuitous relief when needed, and to provide relief works as 
soon as possible. ^ 

Owing to the high floods, there was no demand for labour, and so the 
landless labourois wore at once exposed to severe privations. Until tlie floods 
subsided, no test relief works could be opened. Immediate relief was given by 
sending out boats to distribute grain and cash in the submerged villages. As 
""soon as possible •kitchens were opened, and by tho last week of September 
there wore 59 at work, attended by about 48,500 persons daily. Tost works 
were opened, and by the end of November 1906, 56,880 persons daily were 
in attendance at them.f In March 1907 the nuinber fell to 23,000 wmilo the 
raii crops was being harvested. Ti'he numbers went up again slightly in 
April and May, but began to fall rapidly in June with the advent of the rains. 

In July, the average attendance was only 6,618, and in August, the last month 
of the famine, only 4,817. 
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31. There was a large number of potty cultivators among those in atteffd- 
ance. Men of this class come only when the distress is very severe, and their 
presence is an index to its severity# Tlie number of women was far in excess 
of that of men. This may be accounted for by the demand for labour in the 
unaffected parts of the district and by intcr-distiict emigration. 

The total expenditure on relief operations was nearly twelve lakhs. In 
addition to this, six and-a-half lakhs were distributed as agricultural loans to 
enable cultivators to purchase bullocks and seed. The average amount 
advanced was six rupees per head. 

The districts of Saran, Champaran and Muzaffarpur also suffered to a 
small extent from floods. Test-works failed to attract labourers. Agricul¬ 
tural loans wore freely distributed and relieved the distress. 
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CHAPTER U.-ADMmiSTRATIOH OF THE LAND. 


BeaMatioii of tbe Revenue. 

[Report on tho Land Revenue Administration of tho Lower Provinces for the year 1906-1907.] 

32. In Chapter V, llevcuuo and Finance, details are given of tho demand, Collection of 
collection and balance of general revenues for tho past year. As regards tho Land Revenue. 
•Land Bevenue, the current demand for tho year was just over 287 lakhs, a 

lakh in excess of tho demand of the previous year. The total collections 
exceeded the current demand. The remissions and outstanding balances are 
now at tho lowest figure over .known, tho former being just over fifty thousand 
rupees and the latter just over six and three-quarter lakhs. 

There is an increase in the total number of estates, due to new estates 
created by partitions, or arising from tho bringing on to the revenue roll for 
the first time of other estates, from transfers and from now settlements of 
ghatwali and other jagirs, 

33. Tho total number of estates now borne on the rovenuo rolls may bo Defaults and 
taken at 124,449. 'riiero were defaults in payment of land revenue in respect the Sale Lawi. 
of 8,662 estates, shares or interests, which rendered them liable to be sold up. 

In fact, ^nly 734 of them were actually sold for arrears amounting to 
Rs. 35,000. The purchase money realized was over five lakhs. On appeal, 

21 sales were annulled. Tt is impossible to consider tliat tho application 
of the “ sunset law is unsympathetic in view of tho above figures. Yet a new 
procedure has been proscribed experimentally, to compel tlio Collectors in 
selected districts to scrutinize carefully tho sale list before tlio estates are sold. 

They must consider the number of tho proprietors and tho comi)loxity t>f tho 
interests that have btxsn rendered liable to sale by the perhaps willul default of 
one of the cG-sharors. Fiirtlit*r, llio previous history of each estate must bo 
looked into; tho amount and frccpiency of defaults must be taken into consi¬ 
deration, so as to discriminate between the estates whose proprietors are wilful 
or habitual defaulters, find thos(? that Imfe l)oen brought to sale for a technical 
arroar of a few annus. All chance of hardship should be eliiuiuated by this 
procedure. 

3J. Tho land revenue was redeemed in 395 estates during the year, tho Redei^tions of 
majority being petty permammtly-sottlcd holdings in Government Estates in Land Revenue. 
Calcutta and Suburbs, llbe price paid was thirty years’ purchase of the annual 
rental. , 

35. The total rcccipts*under this head,, under w’hich are included the Miscellaneous 
revenues derived from forest lands in Government cstjites, amounted to Revenue, 
lls. 4,90,034. There is a decrease from last yearn figures, but it is more 
apparent than real. It is under this heading that the sums recovered at (lie 

close of the survey and sottlomont operations are shown. During this year, 
the recoveries in Bihar were very small compared vrith those of the previous 
year, as no recovery operations were undertaken in Purnea district. 

36. Fifty-nine estates whose area is 835 a(jres were sold in the BurdVan, Sale of 
Presidency and Chota Nagpur Divisions. Tho total sum realized was lls. 6,258 ; Glovcmment 
they are still subject to an annual payment of Rs. 1,614 as Government revenue. Estates. 

37. There is an increase of nearly one lakh and-a- half in the amount of 

revenue and cesses remitted during the year by special rovenuo money orders, v 

The actual number of those orders sent increased by more than twenty-five ^ 

thousand. The average amount of each order was Rs. 7-4-9. I’hus it is 
obviously among the smaller landlords that tho system gains in popularity. 

Still, tho total amount remitted is only just over soventeen lakhs and-a -half 
out of a total demand (revenue and cesses combined) of three hundred and 
fifty -soveu lakhs. 

• ' 38, According to tho retunis famished for Road Cess pnrposos, tlio gross Payment of 

rental of tho Province is over 1,267 lakhs. It is impossiblu to say wJuit proper- Rent by Mons} 
tion of this is roaliaed by the landlords. The post ofiico figures show that Orders. 

n 4 
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just six lakhs and a quarter of rupees were remitted by special .money order In 
payment of rent. Over 24 per cent, of them were refused, as the landlords 
generally regard this method of payment with disfavour, for obvious reasons. 
And even if the landlords accepted it, it is a pernicious system in the 
eyes of the zamindari amla who would quickly find their occupation all 
but gone, and their opportunities for illegal exactions greatly restricted, 
if it became widespread. The amount of rent remitted in this way iq 
the Bhagalpur and Orissa Divisions is very small. The system is not in 
force in Chota Nagpur, except as regards Government khas mahals. Its 
general extension to that division is under consideration. The average amount 
of each rent money order is nearly sixteen rupees. Thus it is clearly not the 
smailcst and poorest raiyats who have recourse to this method. Landlords 
regard it sometimos as an insult to them to have rents remitted by money order,. 
or as a treasonable act against their supremacy, just as they do whon tenants 
deposit, their ronts in the civil courts. 

f3U. These cesses were levied at the maximum rate of one anna in the 
rupee in tho thirty districts in which tbo Act is in force. It has been lately 
extended to the Sonthal Parganas, but is not yet in force in Sambalpur, Angul 
and the Khond Mahals, The demand for the year was over seventy lakhs on 
a gross rental or valuation of over 1,2H7 lakhs. The collections, amounting to 
sixty nine lakhs and-a-half, were less than in the previous year in spite of an 
increase in tho total demand. Some proprietors of big estates in various 
district.s failed to ])ay up within the year. Their default is attributed to 
difficulty in rcali.siiig their rents, owing to the prevalent scarcity and the high 
prices that ruled. 

40. 'I'he summary procedure for the recovery of public demands, known 
briefly as tho (Jortilicate Procedure, was worked with vigour. Over seventy- 
eight thousand requisitions were filed and certificates (which are really decrees) 
were issued in tho same number of coses. In six thousand cases objections to 
the demand were filed and in seven hundred and seventy cases the certificates 
were cancelled. That is not a large percentage of incorrect demands when the 
total number dealt with is considered ; but no doubt the persons who bad to 
appear and explain that the certificates wero incorrectly issued would derive 
small consolation from a consideration o/ that fact. 

41. Revaluations under the Road Cess Act were in progress on a large 
scale during tlie year in Burdwan, BirPhutn, Baukura, Midnaporo, Darbhanga, 
Manbhum, Palamau and Murshidabad, * In nine other districts, similar opera¬ 
tions wero ill progress on a less extensive scale. Various changes were 
prescribed in the forms and methods of revaluation. Tfie anomalies and 
inadequacy of the Cess Act in certain respects have been under consideration. 
It is proposed, in particular, to make more direct aqd immediate use of tho 
record-ol-rights as prepared by the Settlement Department* as the basis of the 
revaluation work. A draft Bill has been submitted since the'close of the 
year. 

42. The total number of proprietary interests in land registered under 
this Act (Act Vll of 1876 os amended) amounted to 1,033,586 at the close 
of the year. During the year over sixty-two thousand applications were made 
for registration as successors to proprietary rights by purchase, inheritance, 
gift or otherwise, and of these over fifty-six thousand have been granted. 

43. There were several important changes introduced into^ the working 
of this Act by the amending Act II of 1906. Chief among them are the 
inclusion of executors and trustees, in the provisions relating to managers: 
the change in the dofinitiKii of “ mauza^' and tho removal from the Act of the 
imperative provisions prescribing how tho registers, woie to be kept. As in 
practice these clauses wore found to bo intolerably rigid, the Board of Revenue 
has now been vested with the ’lecessary powers to prescribe rules for tho due 
preparation of tho registers and forms necessary to give effect to the provisions 
of the Act. In future, Register D will be the chief register and record of 
proprietary rights. 

Rower has been given to the Collector to compel \ninorB or beneficiaries 
to have their names duly registered on assuming direct char^ of their 
properties ; and rules have been prescribed to enable him to com^y with the 
following provisions of the Act, namely, to make a summary record of evidence; 
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to'enforce the a.ttendance of parties or the produotion of docamenfs; to levy ^bd. 
feed for certain applications, and to close separate accounts, of his own motion. 

44. It is obvious that to keep the registers under the Land Registration Supply of 
Act up to date, it is not advisable to wait till parties apply for mutation of information 
names of their own motion. Accordingly, stops have been taken to ensure that ^ 
all transfers that come to the knowledge of Sub-Registrars, Civil Courts and the 
Certificate, Land Acquisition, and Revenue Sale Departments in the Collectorate 
sliall be promptly reported to the Land Registration Department. Wheii this 
department has thus before it the necessary materials for initiating proceedings, 
it should be in a better position than heretofore. In various districts, steps 
have been taken to revise and bring up to date registers that were found to be 
obsolete or incorrect when tested by information more accurate than that 
.availablo at the time they were compiled. Settlement records and road cess 
revaluation returns are of primary importance in this matter, as they furnish the 
information which the registers of this department ought to contain, prepared 
independently, and on this .account the more valuable for purposes of com¬ 
parison, reconciliation of discrepancies, and elimination of errors. 

4 . 5 . Tho number of these societies iu existence of the end of last year Co-roerative 
was 90. During the year, 126 now societies were formed. Thus there are at Crefit 
present 216 societies in existence. The membership has increased largely Societies, 
during the year. 

It cannot be said that the diffu-sion of the principles of self-reliance and 
mutual aid that underly the working of these societies is proceeding with 
dangei’ous rapidity. This is not a cause for regret. In other countries, forty 
or fifty years were necessary before the system flourished. At least an 
equivalent period will be required in India, but the result will more than repay 
all the fostering and anxious care that may now be required to aid in the 
development of these infant societies. 

46. The grain banks iu the Sontbal Parganas and the credit societies in Grain Banks, 
the Government estates in I’uri district are reported ito have been of much 
assistance during the past year, and to be now properly understood and 
appreciated. . 


Surveys. 

■ 

[Eeport of tho Survey DoBartnienf, Bcnt^al, 1906-1907,] 

47. The outturn for tlio year, viz., 275 square miles of triangulation for Outturn for tho 
topographical work, 6,S09 square miles of Traverse Survey, 1,709 square milesyear. 

of Cadastral Surveys, 1,872 square miles of Record-writing and 1,591 square 
miles of Topographical ^Survey, is in each item in excess of that reported last 
year. The full programme has been worked up to, and it has been sometimes 
slightly exceeded; one case of apparent failure, viz., the Topographical 
Survey of a block of hills in tlio south of the Monghyr district, is not really 
what it appears to be; it was decided at a somewhat late date to cadastrally 
survey this area, with the result tliat men who were expected to be used on 
I’opographical work had to be utilized for Traverse survey. 

48. Tluj final handing over the cadastral work in Bengal to the Settle-Admimstratire 
ment Department has been accomplished; No. 4 Party (Bihar) has been Changes, 
broken np, and its two cadastral sections transferred, almost bodily, to the 

executive control of tho Settlement Officer, Bihar. This change takes effect 
from the first day of the survey year 1907-08. • 

49. J^.y order of tho Surveyor-General all the records (sets up) of Traverse 
work, after completion, have been copied, so that each Settlement Officer may 
receive a copy for his own use, and so that, on the completion of the settle¬ 
ment operations in eny district, the local authorities will have a complete 
record of traverse* woik clone. Another reason for the necessity of|this pro¬ 
cedure is that the Topographical Surveyors, who will eventually revise or 
rosurvey areas coveren by revenue operations, may have, at any time, all U)e 
records which they maj" require. 

The professional control of Bengal surveys has, from the 1st September 
1907, been transferred from the Deputy Surveyor-General to the Surveyor- 
General. 
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Tho question of accounts has received much attention during the year; it 
is proposed to substitute tho system of the permanent advance for that of 
letters of credit, it being seldom that a Survey Party in Bengal will be 
working far from a local treasury. An export accountant has for some 
months been engaged in framing tho rules which will probably lead to a 
change of system at tho beginning of the next financial year. Even if the new 
system is not introduced completely, tho risk there is, under the present 
system, of loss of GovernmoiiC money will be considerably reduced and work 
will be facilitated. 


Land Records and Settlements. 

[Annual Ei port of tLc Department of Land Records for 1906-1907.] 

General. 50. The activity of this department has beep very marked during the 

year. Settlement and Survey operations were in progress in fourteen districts 
belonging to the six divisions of the province. Cadastral survey and 
jjreliminary record-writing wore completed for an area of 5,247 square miles. 
The attestation stage was completed for an area of 4,497 square miles and 
tho completed records were finally publislied for an area of 4,5^18 square miles. 
Rents wore settled foi* over seventy-two thousand tenants and tho expenditure 
during tho year by this department was over eleven and-a-half lakhs. In duo 
course, on the conclusion of the operations, the greater part of this amount 
will be recovered from the landlords and tenants concerned. 

Up to the present, records-of-rights hav(3 been completed for nearly 
40,000 square miles, or approximattdy ouo-third of the area of tho province. Of 
this; 4,583 square miles were completed during the past year. The average 
rate of progress for the jjast twenty-one years has been 1,869 square miles 
per year. 

Administrative 51. This year is noteworthy for the making over of the general control 
and other of the cadastral survey, tho professional survey work subsidiary to the 
changes. preparation of a record of riglits, to the Sottlemcnt Department. As liitliorto, 

the traverse survey, whicli |)recodcs caJtisirai survey, will continue to be done 
by the Survey of India. This alteration is in accordance witli one of tlje recom- 
ineudatioiis made by tho Survey Comniissioii of three years ago. The system 
was introduced in Ranchi last year. It has worked cflieiently and 
economically. Jt is being extended to tlje Bihar settlement with effect from 
the field season 1907-08. 

As noted in Chapter III of this report, an Act amending tho Bengal 
Tenancy Act was passed during the ycbir unci, as a consequenco, tlio Govern¬ 
ment rules under tho Act were revised. The Survey and Settlement Manuals 
also have been revised, and a Guide and Glossary to.lho Settlement* Operations 
in Bihar has been comjdoted. In addition, various subsidiary rules suited to 
the special conditions of each settlement were revised and approyed of. 

The experiment of deputing selected Munsifs for practical training as 

Assistant Settlement Officers lias boon entirely successful, and it will be 

continued. 

Land Revenue 52, Settlements of Land Revenue are being made in certain estates in 
Settlements. Midnapore, Khulna and Angul districts. 

Other 53, Operations not primarily with a view to the settlement of rent and 

Settlements, w revenue are in progress on a large scale in Bihar, tho Sonthal Parganas and 

Chota Nagpur. 

Monghyr. 54. The progress in all of them was highly satisfactory. 'Fho preliminary 

records were completed for an area of 1,290 square miles in Monghyr district.* 
Attestation and the preparation of the record for final publication was 
Bhagalpur. completed for over 1,100 square miles in South Bhagalpur. ‘The chief feature 
of the work was the univcrsalily of illegal cnhancomcnts of rent. Not merely 
when estates changed hands, but frc^quently in addition periodical revisions of 
the rent-roll wore made every live or seven yours, and edch revision was made 
the occasion of fresh exactions. It is perhictly obvious that tho provisions 
of tho Bengal Tenancy Act have been a dead letter in this area for over twenty 
years. The Civil Courts have boon resorted to as a means of procuring the 
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appearance of ajegal sanction for utterly illegal enhancements. Ah ingenious 
attempt at this is described in the report. 

A record of irrigation rights has also been prepared. At present this does 
not attract much attention on the part either of the landlords or of the 
tenants. 
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55. In Purnea, the attestation of 486 squrae miles practically completed Pnrnea. 
the field work in this district. There was also a heavy programme of case* 
work under sections 105-106 to deal with. Under section 105, Bengal Tenancy 
Act, 4,661 cases involving 55,664 tenants were disposed of. Under section 
106, Bengal Tenancy Act, 1,199 disputes were decided. There is still a small 
balance of cases under both heads for disposal. The enhancements of rent 
allowed were always moderate. 

, Ko recovery of costs was undertaken owing to the damage caused by 
floods. A cost-rate of six annas per acre has been approved of for the whole 
district. 


56. The settlement in. this district has been in progress since 1898. Sonthal 
The survey work was all along under the control of the Settlement Officer—the Parganas. 
system now adopted also for the Bihar and Ranchi settlements. During tho 

year 754 square miles were cadastrally surveyed, and for 84 square miles 
attestation was completed. The cadastral survey area was scattered over- 
four subdivisions. This rendered organization and supervision difficult. It 
is interesting to note that maps of tho settlement of this area made in 1888-92 
were available: they were used to decide boundary disputes and as a basis for 
the soil classnflcation. The classification all round is higher now than then. 

Thoro was also a heavy list of virtual title-suits under section 24 of 
Regulation III of 1872 to dispose of. Daring this and the previous year, 

22,668 suits were dealt wilh. The results of the appeals filed were 
satisfactory. 

57. Tho main part of the programme for the year was cadastral survey Chota Nagpur, 
and khauapuri of 864 square miles; and attestation and completion of tho Ranchi, 
records for 1,618 square miles. The whole programme was completed. The 

cadastral portion was completed rapidly owing to excellent organization. 

Disputes were not so numerous as previously. 

The attestation work revealed thaf tho relations between landlord and 
tenant were generally unsatisfactory. Rent and predial services and condi¬ 
tions were the questions at issue, and there are faults on both sides. As 
regards status, nearly 20 per cent, of tlie raiyati tenancies aro non-occupancy. 

This cannot be considered a desirable state of things, and it is hoped that the 
proposed Amendment Act when passed will improve matters. The non¬ 
occupancy raiyat has to pay much higher rents than the occupancy raiyat, as 
the latter was entitled to pattas at a fair and equitable rate, the rents of the 
former being subject to agreement only. The incidcnco of rent varies from 
four annas to five rupees an. acre. 

58. Tho settlement of the Dhalbum estate in Singhbhum has been under- Singhbhum. 
taken us this estate has just come under the Court of Wards. The jiroprictor 

had leased out his estate for 25 years on terms that loft no margin to tho 
lessees for making a profit, except by exacting utterly illegal and opjirossive 
enhaucements of rent. To prevent this, tho present operations have been 
initiated. It has been remarked elsewhere in this report tliat relations between 
the tenants and tho lessees are not friendly, as evidenced by the numbers of 
tenants who are depositing their rents in Court. The cadastral survey and 
preliminary records were completed for 587 square miles. * 

Tho Feudal States of Seraikela and Kharsawan were also under settlement. 


The work has been completed. A fuller account of these States is given in 
. Chapter I of this Report.' Thpre was a very considerable increase in the 
rent as a result of tho settlement, and it has been accepted without objection 
by the tenauts. 

59. Minor operations for small areas wero in progress in several other Minor 
districts. The most interesting was that of tho Belduiiga Estate in Murshida- Settlements, 
bad. As the tenants were dissatisfied with the revision of the rent-roll made 
•as far hack as 1891-95, they deposited more than half the estimated cost of 
the operations, and prayed for the preparation of a record*of rights. On full 
investigations being made, it was found that the enhancements made at the 
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revieion in 1891-95 were all illegal. I'he costs are being recovered, ball 
from the tenants and half from the proprietor. 

60. In last year’s Report a sketch ot the experimental revision work in 
f Balasore was gpven. A scheme for the initial revision of the robords of the 

Orissa settlement, as a preliminary to their continuous maintenance, was finally 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State in October 1906. This decision to 
continuously maintain the records is a momentous one, as it means that 
ultimately the rights of landlords and tenants in every dhw of land, and the 
legality of every pice paid as rent in this province, will be made the subjebt ot 
an annual scrutiny. The area «f the province is over 148,000 square miles: the 
gross rental is over Rs. 12,67,00,000: these figures are enough to show the 
magnitude of the operations now undertaken. 

Soon after a beginning was made, it became fairly evident that the 
elaborate comparison with the records of ten years ago would cause the opera¬ 
tions to be very much more protracted and more expensive than provided for 
in the estimates. Instead of 20,000 plots attested per month, as estimated, 
the outturn was only 9,600. Later on, proposals wore approved of to restrict 
attention to essential changes and to avoid altering the old record where non- 
essential changes only were concerned. Fresh rules, framed in the light of 
the experience already acquired, have been approved of; and it remains now 
to be seen what will be the result of their operation in the field season 1907-08. 
The entire cost of this revision will be borne by Government. 

The “ Mutation offices” established under the Land Records Maintenance 
Act, VII of 1895, show a smaller number of mutations recorded than last 
year’s figures. The Act continues to be a failure. 

The mutations recorded in Government and Wards’ Estates rarely 
approach the standard of 8 per cent, of the total number of tenancies fixed in 
1903. It is safe to conclude that the tenant will not take the trouble to come 
to an office to report mutations, and that to have them recorded, a system of 
village to village investigation is necessary. 

61. It is generally reported that fuller use is being made of these records. 
In nearly all Registration offices, survey plot numbers must be mentioned in 
documents presented for registnition. The deputation of Munsifs for settle¬ 
ment training is likely to give Civil Cpurt officials a better idea of the value 
that should bo attached to entries in the records. 

62. A scheme for the continuous maintenance of boundary marks is 
under consideration. The question 'is receiving attention in the Orissa 
revisional work, and the expeiieiice acquired therein will bo of great value. 
Wherever a systematic examination of trijunction and other boundary marks 
has been made, it has usually been found that numbers of them have 
disappeared. 

• • 

Waste Lands. . 


[Land Revenuo Administration Koport, 1906-19070 

63. There is no change in the number of current leases in the 24-PargB- 
nas and Khulna tracts in the Sundarbans. The number still stands at 115, 
but the rent payable in respect of them increased by thirteen hundred rupees. 
There was a reduction in the number of leases held by large capitalists, as 8 
of them were determined for failure to comply with the clearing conditions. 
There was no change in the number of leases held by small capitalists. Owing 
to the suspension for reconsideration of the existing rules governing the grant 
of leases of waste lands, no new leases wore issued during the year either to 
small or large capitalists. 

64 . Owing to cholera breaking out in November 1906, 500 coolies, 
recruited for cutting, olearirg and embanking in Frascrgi^nj, refused to come, 
and owing to the lateness ot the season, no others could ho procured in their 
stead. Jungle was cut and cleared over nearly three square miles; six miles 
of protective embankments were constructed. Roads and old embankments 
were repaired; twp tanks were excavated, to provide a supply of drinking 
water, and a golf c-mrse was laid down. 

Various experiments with English vegetable seeds, Singapore c'oooanut 
seedlings, pine-apple shoots und plantain stocks were made, with hopeful 
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mmlts. A atnmer lioa been sabsidUed to make trips to Fme^rgan} from , u^. 
CMontta every week end. It is expeeted ^t in time these trips will become 
very popnW. 

05. There ere some 34 estates in the Sunderbans resumed by Government Sunderbans 
for Various causes. The condition of some of them is not quite satistect^, resumed estates, 
as no proper record exists to show their financial pontion or the relations 
fxisting between GoTemment as landlord and the resident tenants. Some of 
them pay rent; others have lost their crops from salt water, and .others ^y 
notbii^ at all. Fuller investigations are being made with a view to improving 
them. 


Oovernment Estates. 


[Land BeTenue Admiaifiration Beport, 1900-1907.] 

66 . The total number of estates under direct management during the year, Number and 
iuolud^g estates of private individuals managed by Government, was 1,980, management, 
with a current demand of nearly twenty-eight lakhs. The percentage of cost 

of management to current demand was 7'68. 

Some slight changes in the administration of these estates were given effect 
to during the year. 'I’he Subdivisional Officer at Contai was given powers of 
supervision over certain khas mahal tahsildars in Tamluk and Contai. Nu 
change was made in the existing system at Sambalpur. Kents are collected 
there in some villages by headmen, with a remuneration by commission of 
three annas in the rupee. In other villages, the local tahsildar collects them. 

67. A grant of over three lakhs was allotted by the Board of Revenue for Improvement 
management, agricultural experiments, agricultural and miscellaneous improvo- of uiese estates, 
ments, and sanitary improvements. About Ks. 17,000 could not be spent in 

the Sonthal Faxganas because the rates provided in the sanctioned estimates 
were below market rates for similar work. The consequence was that there 
was no margin left for the contractors, and neither coolies nor contractors 
were forthcoming It is proposed to scrutinize the rates and to revise them if 
necessary. The cbjef purposes to which the grant was applied are tanks 
and wells, drainage, irrigation and embankments, roads and bridges and 
tree-planting. 

68 . A grant of half a lakh was mdde for education, and it was all expended. Education- 
Except in Chota Nagpur, there was an increase in the number of children 
attenmng school in each division. This was moat marked in Midnapore and 
Darjeeling. In some districts there was a decrease, notably in Singhbhum. 

The cause assigned for this is tho high price of food-grains. This is open to ques¬ 
tion. In any case, the statistics of attendance are not always above suspicion. 

69. The grant by Oovernmont for this object was sixty-four thousand Roads and 
rupees; actually, ope lakh thirteen thousand rupees were spent, the di^^reuce Commnsif a- 
heing madenip by contributions from Municipalities, District Boards and Local rious. 

Funds. . . ' . 

70. The conditions prevailing during the year were not very favourable Condition of 
to the agricultural population. Scarcity, high prices, unequal distribution of Government 
the leinfalt and partial failures in certain local areas are reported. Thus, from Baijats- 
the Burdwan Division in district Birbhum, prices were high and the upland Bnrdwan 
paddy failed. The high prices are said to have been of assistance to the cul- Division, 
tivators in Midnapore, as they were able to pay tht-ir rents more easily, ^wbero 

the crops gave a fair return. But in one estate in Tamluk tbe' lands were not 
cultivated for want of protective embankments. , 

71^ In the Presidency Division, the raiyats of tbe 24-Pargana8 had not Presidency 
iwoVcored from the failure of the previous year’s crops. In Nadia and Khulna Division- 
the crops failed more or less oom{Metely. Agricultural loans were given, and in 
one estate, earthwork was provided, to assist those most in need. ^ On the 
other hand, the raiyats in J^ore were much benefited by the prevailing high 
prices for jute. 

72. In the Patna Division, Derbhanga district suffered greatly from floods, 

Cattle-disease broke oot in an estate in Patna district and the diafa estates Division 
.suffered considerably from a sudden risb in the river. In Gaya, the want of 
‘ihoisture in December and January, and the untimely excess of rain in Febra- 
aiy and March, in jnred the rsM wops greatly, Owing to the prevailing scarcity 
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in Darbhanga, agrienltoral loans were given out and the oollecti.pn of rents Was 
stopped from September 1906. 

78. In the Bhagalpor Division, the bhadoi crops of the Gorernment estates 
in Monghyr district were practically rained floods. The rabi crops fetched 
good prices, and this compensated to some extent for the lones. earlier in the 
year. In Madhipura subdivision (Bhagalpnr district), there were unusually 
heavy floods iu ibis as in the preceding year. In the Son^l Parganas, the 
pcKir harvests of the year 1905>06 left the people badly off in the early part o2 
1906'07. Emigration to the tea districts and to other distmts where work was 
offered was largely resorted to. This shows that the failure to attract local 
labour for the expenditure of the improvement grant (already alluded to in 
paragraph 67 tupra) must be explained by the utter inadequacy of the remunera* 
tiou offered. 

74. The state of things was more favourable in the districts of the Chota 
Nagpur Division. The prices were high and the crops were mostly good. 
Lae fetched good prices and this helped the raiyats in Palamau to comparative 
prosperity. From Singhbhum it is reported that some hundreds of Hos 
have left the Kolhan for the States of Mourbhanj and Eoonjhur, where they 
can have laud rent-free, jungles to range at large in, and forests where grazing 
and cutting timber are permitted without the risk of prosecution. 

75. In Orissa; the general condition of the tenants of Govemmet Estates 
was satisfactory. As a partial loss of crops occurred in the Birso estate in 
Balasore, the realization of loans previously given was postponed for a year. 
In Angul, loans were distributed and work was provided to enable the people 
to earn the wherewithal to purchase seed. 


Wards and Attached Estates. 

[Report on tbo Wards and Attached Estates, 1906«lfi07.] 

76. At the close of the year there were 190 estates under management as 
against 164 in tbo previous year. Just over 91 per cent, of the revenue and 
cesses due to Government was paid up by these estates; ‘in the last preceding 
year the precentage was 89. The bulk of the arrears is due in respect of the 
involved estates in the Presidency Division. 

77. There is an improvemont in jjhia respect from 96*1 per cent, in 1905> 
06 to 97'2 per cent, in the present year., The uncollected balances total over 
fifty-two lakhs, but the position has improved sinoe last year. There has been a 
redaction in the number of certificates issued for thereoovoir of rent and cesses, 
from 7,425 to 6,017, but only 34 per cent, of the amoimt for which certificates 
were issued has been realized. It is reported that realizations were difficult owing 
to the impossibility of finding the properties of the judgment-debtors in many 
instances. There is an increase from of 2,135 to 42085. in the number of 
civil suits filed. Part of the increase is due to the institution of cases in 
respect of estates recently brought under management. It would appear that 
some at least of these civil proceedings are infructuous, as not • more than 34 
per cent, off the amount decreed has been recovered. 

78. It is impossible to analyse here in detail the financial position of the 
estates under management u it varies so considerably. During the year, over 
fifty lakhs were paid in liquidation of debts, but at the close of the year, their 
aggregate was still over two hundred and twenty lakhs. 

79. The expenses of management vary greatly. In the Reeling estate 
(Bhagalpnr Division) it is as high as 39 per cent.,^ hut reductions have beeh 
effected in the rent collection establishment, of which the results will be appa* 
rent in the current year, la the Orissa Division 22*9 per cent, is the nte in 
^e Dompara estate. In many instances the rate exceeds the standard rate of 
10 per cent, on the ourTen| demand. In the Presidency, * Patna, Bihagalpur 
and Chota Nagpur Divisions, the rate was below the standard, regaHmtg all 
ffte estates in the division as a vrikole. It is questionable if this is a pi^er 
method of considering thg expense of mana^ment. 4°^ assets vi one 
estate are imt available to liigniaate the debts of anof^r, so the sinaill post of 
administra^dl)^ of one ahoi^ not be set off against the ?eiy bigh cost of ‘ 
another. It is recognize^ cf bourse, that special expenditure lor extra 
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et^Uildunitoia lor mrrej or similar work is absolutely natiessary at 

th<a beginniiig to get things into order aod paVa t^bo way fqr emoient manage* 
meiit mter on. 

80. In the year under review Re. 3»38,657 was expended on these Schools, 

. pnrpoaes, the amount in the previobe year having been Es. 3,36,363. The dispensaries 
iheutution of the Agricultural Department has altered the aspect of the question 
of experimental works on wards and attached eetetes. It is hoped that ti^ese ex* 
periments will be systematued and simplified with’ the object of coacentratihg 
attention on even one promising experiment, and then extending its advantages 
as Widely as possible when its success is proved or assured. 

81. Hostels haVe been opened at Hazaribagh and Banohi for the acoommo* Education of 
dation of the children of proprietors of encumbered estates in the Ohota Wards. 
•Nagpur Divisioiv This is a temporary measure, pending the decision of the 

larger question of providing schools for the sons of zamindars as a class. 

83. As in the previous year, a lady barrister is retained M legal adviser Legal advice, 
to purdanathin ladies whose estates are under management. This appointment 
continues to justify its existence, especially as litigation has been checked and 
family estrangements mitigated by the lady who holds it. The Government 
of Eastern Bengal and Assam has agreed to defray part of the cost of the 
appointment, as she will in future give advice when required in the case of 
estates under the charge of that Government. 


Bevenue and Rent*payiDg classes. 

Beport on the Land Berenne Administration, 1906-1907~Dinsional Miscellaneous Beports, 190^*1907.] 

83. Tho relations between landlords and tenants throughout the greater Belatious 
portion of this province are governed by the Bengal Tenancy Act. As between 
usual, it is reported to work satiaiaotorily, but in spite of it, the refusal to grant landlords and 
proper receipts, the levy of illegal cesses and the exaction of agreements to pay 
illegally enhanced rants are far from unknown. Still there are signs that the 
extension of operations under Chapter X of that Act has had a healthy 
educative influence. There is an iirieresting instance of this noted in the 
annual report of the Director of Land Records. An application for a survey 
and for the preparation of a record*of-rightB was made by the tenants of an 
estate in Murshidabad district. Their ^ief cause of quarrel with their 
zamiudar was that they believed he had enhanced their rents illegally, from 
twelve to fifteen years ago. It was found that thoir claim was correct, and 
in the course of tho operations, the illegal enhancements were pruned away. 

8d. As noted m Chapter Ill of this report, an Act amending the Bengal Bengal 
Tenancy Act was passed* early in the year, after lengthy deliberations and Tenancy Act. 
exhaustive triticism. Its most novel feature is the extension to tho estates of ^ 

selected landlords, under certain restrictions, of the summary procedure known as “ '* 

the Certificate Procedure ” to provide a more expeditious method of getting 
a decree in suits for arrears of rent. It is a bold experiment in view of the history 
of previous attempts at a summary procedure for the recovery of rent in Bengal. 

Still, conditions have altered since the days of the Ha/iam and Panfam Begula* 
tions; and the result of the present new d^arture must be awaited. 

The Amending Act farther lays on Civil Courts an obligation t<A refer 
to Rie entries in the reoord*of*rightB in rent'Suitsand to state their reasons for 
so doing, in case they give decrees otherwise than in accord anoe with the facts* 
therein recorded. 

83. Printed rent receipts in the presoribed form are not generally given Bent Beceipts. 
by landlords to their tenants. As already alluded to in para^aph 38 of this 
report, rent may be remitted by money-order in certain districts; but the total 
amount so remitted'is only a very small fraction of the gross rental of the pro¬ 
vince, as shown by the road-oess returns. 

86. In the districts of Outtadk, Balasore and Puri (Orissa Dirision), Bent suits. 
Darjeeling (Bhagal^ Division), and Haubhum (Cbota Nagpur Division), rent 
Auits are tned by Revenue Officers under the Bent Act, X of 1839. There are 
special local enaetments in force in the other districts of the Cbota Nagpur 
l^vision and in Sambalpuri 
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during the year, .r^^kahows a email inoreaee 'ibs^. ^e;.{Nrenoa8 

year. The nxkmmt. ioi execution oa*«a ine^thte^' ^ and i^aedre haa 

fallen off largely, tliia is attributed to 4he '|^ne^^ of the 

agriculturiata, to urhom the prevalence of high and jute 

has brought welcome relief. \ 

^ 88. ^ In thia division there is an iucreaee |n rent pilti^' Vr|^^ is moaj 
mark^ in -iBinghbham. Ab&ut 818 suits were institutOd Phalbhum 

Syndicate, Limited, who have taken over his interests from hbldm* of a 
twenty.five years’ lease granted by the proprietor of this estat&Z 4k greater 
mrt^ of the tenants deposit their rents 'in Court, it is clear that meiie ia imme 
friction between them and the Syndicate. 'Phis estate has recently bUeit takmi 
over by the Court of Wards, and the Deputy Commissioner is^ practically <m1y« 
a rent-receiver from the lessees on behalf of the proprietor. 

In Ranchi, the tenants and landlords are not on the best of terms, as is 
evident from the fact that rents are frequently deposited in the Treasui^. This 
is done to avoid the demand of illegally enhanced rent by the bodlcrds, to 
checkmate the landlords who refuse to grant proper rent-receipts, and to escape 
the demand for predial services which have already been commuted for a cash 
pa3rment. 
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Coarse of Legislation. 

89. Three Acts were passed by the Beogal Council daring the year Acts 

1906-07— during 190WW. 

Bengal Act 11 of 1906 [The Bengal Land Registration {Amendment) Act, Bengal Act II 
1906 \—This Act received the assent of the Governor-General on the 24th ®f 190a 
March 1906. Its object is to empower the Board of Revenue to introduce 
such changes in the form of the registers to be kept under the Act as 
may from time to time prove desirable. In addition to several minor amend¬ 
ments which the working of the Act has shown to be necessary, tho Act 
prescribes a uniform fee of two rupees for applications for tho opening of a 
separate account, whether made under tho Land Registration Act or under the 
Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859. 

Bengal Act 111 of 1906 {The Bengal Disorderly Houses Act, 1006 ).—This Bengal Act III 
Act received the assent of the Governor-General on the 24th March 1906. of 1906. 

It empowers a Magistrate of the first class to direct tho discontinuance of the 
use of houses (1) as brothels, or by disorderly persons, in the vicinity of any 
educational institution or to the annoyance of respectable residents, or (2) as 
brothels in the imibediate neighbourhood of a cantonment. It applies, in the 
first instance, to all provincial municipalities; but power is taken to extend it, 
as occasion requires, to non-municipal areas. 

Bengal Act IV of 1906 {The Sambal^ur Civil Courts Act, 1906 ).—This Act Bengal Act IV 
was passed by the Bengal Council bn the 18th August 1906 and received of 1906. 
the assent of the Governor-General on the 4th September 1906. It brings 
the law relating to the Civil Courts in the district of Sambalpur into conformity 
with that in force elsewhere in the territory included within the Bengal 
Division of tho Presidency of Fort William. 

90. Ko action was taken by the Council in respect of the Excise Bill. Bills. 

The Bengal I^eal Self-Government {Amendment) Bill, 1904, which was 

introduced in Council on the 26th March 1904, was removed from the list of 
butiness by order of the President, under the rules, on the 2nd November 
1906. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government {Amendment) Bill, 1906, was introduced 
in Council on the 10th November 1906, and the Report of the Select Com¬ 
mittee was presented in Council on the 9th March 1907. 

The Bengal Tenancy {Amendment) BiU, 1906, was introduced in Council Bengal Act I 
on the 10th November 1906, was passed on the 3rd April 1907, and in now of 1907. 

Bengal Act I of 1907. It, on the one hand, provides a summary procedure 
for the collection of rents and, on the other, discourages landlords from 
evading the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, with regard to the 
enhanoement of rent by forcing unfair or inequitable ‘ compromises ’ on their 
tenants; it compels reference to the record-of.rights, when such record has 
bMn duly prepared and finally published; it also empowers Government to 
distinguish between good and bad landlords, and to take steps, in the case 
of the latter for the reduction of rents, when they appear to have been so 
enhanced as to be unduly oppressive to the cultivators of the soil. It revises 
^ the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, to the extent of removing such defects in 
' it as the working of the Act daring the past twenty years has brought to 
light, and such ambiguities and anomalies as have given rise to conflict of 
opinion and judicial decision. 
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The Chota Na^gntr Tenancy {Amendmmf) BUI, 1907, was intro^noed in Council 
on the 12th January 1907, ana referred to a Select Committee on the 3nd 
February 1907. Its object is to further amend the Chota Nagpur Landlord and 
Tenant Procedure Act (Bengal Act I of 1879) and the Chota Nagpur Commuta* 
tion Act, 1897 (Benggl Act IV of 1897). It is intended to temoye certain 
grieyances suffered by the aborigines in Chota Nagpur, especially the Hnndaris 
in the district of Ranchi, and to recognize by law certain customs prevalent 
fAnong them. 


Police. 

• 

[Beport on the Administration of Polices 1906 ; Statistics of British India, Part TI—JTadieial, 

Section Vll.j 

91. The reorganization of the superior staff of the Police force was sanc¬ 
tioned by the Secretary of State, with effect from the Ist April 1906. The new 
scheme provides for 4 (instead of 2) Deputy Inspectors-General, 45 (as against 
35) Superintendents, 46 Assistant Superintendents of Police, and for the creation 
of a graded service of 21 Deputy Superintmdents. The full number of officers 
thus sanctioned cannot be employed for some time to come. To recruit at once 
so lai^e a number would lead to a serious block in promotion later on. Two 
Deputy Inspectors-General and 5 Superintendents were added daring the year 
to the cadre ; and eight Deputy Superintendents were appointed. One oi the 
new Deputy Inspectors-General was placed in charge of the Railway Police and 
of the Criminal Investigation Department. The other was appointed to the 
newly-created Burdwan Range. The reorganization of the subordinate estab¬ 
lishment, involving an increase of 871 officers and men, was sanctioned towards 
the close of the year. Moat of the vacancies have been filled up, but in the 
Burdwan and Presidency Divisions there is a difficulty in recruiting the requi¬ 
site number of Bengali constables. The remedy lies in the recruitment of more 
up-country men. Revised rules for the recruitment of constables and of Sub- 
Inspectors are under consideration. 

92. Excellent work was done at the Police Training School at Bhagalpur, 

but the year’s record was marred by an organized examination fraud on the put 
of the cadet Sub-Inspectors, who got from some corrupt press employes copies 
of the papers set for the Final Examination. The fraud was detected in time 
to prevent its benefiting those who had'seen the papers; and suitable punish¬ 
ment was meted out to the ringleaders. * Daring the year under review, a third 
school for the training of constables was establised at Ranchi. This school is 
intended primarily W recruits from the aboriginal tribes of Chota Nagpur. 
The reports on it and on the older schools at Purulia and Bhagalpur are very 
satisfactory. More than two thousand constables we^ trained in them during 
the yeaf. • 

93. The percentage of officers and men departmentally punished has risen 
from 12'9 and 10*1 in 1605 to 17*5 and 13*6 respectively. This is attributed to 
the stricter discipline which is now insisted on in consequence of the recom¬ 
mendations of the Police Commission. The number of convictions under the 
Penal Code fell from 132 to 110, or about 0*5 per cent. As in the previous 
year, three cases of torture were brought i^inst the Police. One of these was 
dismissed silmmarily; in another the accused were convicted; and in the third 
caro,* where the evidence was not sufficient to support a conviction in Court, 
departmental action is being taken. There were 32 charges of extortion against 
37 in 1905. Of these, 20 either broke down or were compromised; and eight 
ended in punishment, judicial or departmental, against 13 of the previous year. 
*rhe improved pay and prospects of the police are attracting a better class of 
candidates; and it is anticipated that this, and the closer and more systematic 
supervision that is now insisted on, cannot fail to have exceljent results. Active 
oppression on the part of the police is steadily diminishing. 

■ 64. The average daily percen^e of sick in horoital was 1*8, but the 
number varied greatly from district to district. In (raya it was only 0*3 per 
cent, against 22*1 in Birbhum. Tbe explanation that me high figure for the 
latter district is due to its unhealtbiness does not seem adequate. The death- 
rate amongst the general population last year in Birbhum was oidy 39*94 per 
mille against 36*08 in the Province as a whole. 
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05. The Town Police u still in a state of transitioD, and it has not been Town Police. 
poBsible as yet to proride the full number of officers sanctioned. A proper 
system of patrolling has still to be introduced. This is an important matter 
which should reoeiro special attention. Five hundred town chaukidars were 
replaced by constables daring the year, and an equal number, it is reported, 
will be replaced this year. 

. 96. The enquiries whioh were set on foot with a view to impror’ng the Unral Police, 

status of the Chaukidari Panohayats and strengthening their coutAtl over tlte 
chaukidars were completed during, the year, and a Manual embodying Oovem* 
ment orders on the subject is under issue. Difficulties appear to have, arisen in 
some ^tricts in connection with the neV system; but these were due either to 
the orders not haring yet been fully understood, or else to sufficient trouble not 
' having been taken to ensure that they were properly carried out. In many 
districts the new system is already umrking well; and there is no doubt that 
with care and tact the same satisfactory result can be attained elsewhere. It is 
imperative that the orders which have been issued receive due attention; that the 
best men available are appointed as Presidents of panchayats; that after 
appointment they are treated with proper consideration, and that the local police 
are not allowed to worry tliem or to usurp their powers. Very considerable 
advantages may be anticipated from the new system, and it is important to make 
&e post of President one which the leading and influential villagers will seek 
after and value. The rearrangement of beats has caused a reduction in the 
number of chaukidars under Act VI (B.C.) of 1870 and under Regulation XX 
of 1817 from 85,393 and 5,084 in 1905 to 83,524 and 4,652 in 1906. The 
enquiries referred to above did not extend to Chota Nagpur, where a different 
Act and system are in force. A scheme for the improvement of the ebankidari 
administration in that Division is under consideration. Extraordinary varia¬ 
tions exist in the system of rewarding and punishing chaukidars. In some 
districts, punishments seem to be needlessly frequent and severe, while in others 
too little attention is paid to the granting of rewards. Special enquiries into 
the matter are being made. 

97. In seven oases in the Patna, Bhagalpur and Chota Nagpur Divisions, Punitive Police, 

a total force of additional police, amounting to 3 Sub-Inspectors, 12 head con- Adihtional 
stables and 82 constables, was entertained. In the previous year tho number of Police (Action 
cases was ton and the force was i Sub-Inspectors, 11 Head Constables and 64 ” 

Constables. • * ' 

The reasons for their entertainmeht were to prevent obstructions on the 
South Behar Railway (Monghyr district), to keep in touch with a gang of 
burglars and dacoits who could not be brought into Court owing to the support 
they received from influential persons (Bhagalpur disirict), and to preserve the 
peace in other districts., 

Five hpndred and seventy-six men were appointed special constables in 11 Special Police 
cases, against 1,774 men in 15 oases in the previous year. Ninety per cent, of Act 

the appointments wore for short terms only daring the Muharram and 
festivals. The vast majority of them were, as usual, in Darbhanga district. 

98. It has occasionally been noticed that there was a tendency on the Supply of 
part of local officers to supply police to private individuals too freely. Definite Pohco to pn- 
orders have recently been issued, laying down the principles to be followed in 

dealing with applications for the deputation of a police force for private 
purposes. The number of cases in which such applications were complied with 
during the year was only 14 against 58 in 1905. 

99. The total number of reported cognizable cases rose from 115,463 in Cognizable 
1905 to 122,651. This was due mainly to an increase in thefts and burglaries Crime. 

on account of tiie high price of food-grains. Excluding public nuisances and 
offences under special or local laws, the percentage of police capes ending in 
oonviotion to cases decided rose from 77 per cent, to 80; but including the 
above offences it fell from 89 to 87. The percentage of convictions to cases 
enquired into by the police was 42 as oomparea with 44 in 1905. The percent¬ 
age of convioti<m8 in l^ssions cases fell from 75T to 73'9. 

100. The number of oases declared to be false shows an increase of 201; False cases, 
but the proportion of such cases to the total number of cases reported has 
remained stationary. The percentage of such cases in which prosecu¬ 
tions were instituted under sectionB 182 and 211, Indian Penal Code, has 

c2 
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fallen from 25*7 to 12’8; and connctions were obtained only in two ont 
of every five cases prosecuted. Very little attention is paid in some districts 
to this important matter. The results are particularly bad in the Presidency 
Division, and worst of all in Nadia, where there were only six prosecutions, 
all abortive, out of 106 cases declared false. The attention of the Magistrates 
will again be drawn to the remarks on this subject in paragraph 10 of the 
Resolution on the Report for the year 1904. There has been a slight increase 
in the number of oases in which compensation was given under section 250 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code; but there is still room for improvement. 

101. There has been a slight improvement in the percentage (53*8) of 
cases disposed of at the first or secfind hearing ; but the number of cases 
remanded five or six times is still far too high, especially in certain districts of 
Bihar and Ohota Nagpur. Special attention will be paid to this important' 
matter at the annual inspection of Magistrates’ offices,by Commissioners. 

102. There has been a decrease in the number of rioting cases (949) in 
all Divisions, except the Presidency, where the number has risen from 242 in 
1905 to 298 in 1906. The increase in the Presidency Division is accompanied 
by a large diminution in tlie number of persons bound down to keep the peace 
under section 107 of tho Criminal Procedure Code. It is possible that neglect 
to take timely preventive action is to some extent responsible for the greater 
number of rioting cases. About three cases out of every four ended in 
conviction. 

103. The number of serious crimes against tho person was 3,555, or 55 
more than in 1905. The number of murders reported rose from 248 to 284. 
Of these, no less than 128 were undetected. Of the 156 oases which came 
before the Courts, convictions were obtained in only 40 per cent. Tho results 
were worst in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions. It is very difficult to 
get people to como forward and give evidence in these cases, and juries are 
naturally reluctant to (ionvict except on the clearest and most convincing proof. 
At the same time, tho above figures are in the highest degree unsatisfactory. 
One of the most important cases was the mnrder of the European Manager 
of Phnbsering, a tea-garden near Darjeeling. The accased were acquitted 
on appeal to tho Uigh Court and severe strictures wore passed on the conduct 
of the police officer who investigated the case. 

104. The number of dacoitios reported was 228, as compared with 247 
in 1905. The figures for 1906, howeVef, include a number of cases which 
occurred in the previous year, but werd brought to light during the year by 
approvers. Special attention has been paid of late to this form of crime; and 
the year was notable for the successful prosecution of several notorious gangs 
of dacoits under section 401 of the Indian Penal Code. The total number of 
cases decided in the Courts was 73 against 91 in tl\g previous year; of these 
47 ended in conviction against 53. There was a large increase in^the number 
of burglaries from 27,983 in 1905 to 32,-374 in 1906. The increase is most 
marked in Darbhanga, Bhagalpur, Mongliyr, the Sonthal Parganas, Khulna, 
MuzafParpur and Jessore, and is everywhere attributed to the high price of 
grain. It is significant that in most of those districts measures had to be 
taken for tho relief of distress of famine. There was a similar increase in 
the number of theft cases. Cattle thefts increased from 1,736 in 1905 
to 2,022. 

T05. The control of tho Railway Police was transferred daring the year 
from the Deputy Inspectors-General of tho different Ranges to the newly 
appointed Deputy Inspector-General of Crime and Railways, under whom 
there are now throe Superintendents of Police, viz., one for the East Indian 
Railway system, another for the Bengal-Nagpur Railway system, and a third, 
aided by an Assistant Superintendent, for the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
and the Bengal and Nortn-Western Railway systems. Th^re was an increase 
in the total number of eases reported by the Railway Police from 7,875 to 
8,658. The number of cognizable cases decided was much the same as in 
the previous year, and the judicial results were good« Theft cases increased 
in number from 3,216 to 3,825. Gang cases are being instituted against four 
gangs of thieves who operate on the Eastern Bengal State Railway. The 
number of cases of obstmetioa on the lino rose from 29 to 60. Potty obstruo-' 
tious were placed on tho lines for the purpose of annoying the East Indian 
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Kailvray aiithopties during the strikes which occurred at Asansdl, Jamalpur 
and elsewhere. These strikes, which were^ engineered by outsiders from 
Calcutta, were brought to a prompt condusion by the Railway authorities. 

It is satisfactory to note that nothing very serious occurred in the course of 
these strikes, thanks to the precautionary measures adopted by the Police to 
preserve order and to render assistance to the Railway authorities. 

106. Much valuable work was done in the detection of organized crime Criminal 
'and in the successful prosecution of professional criminals by the Criminal ^vestigation 
Investigation Department. A number of gang cases were worked up against 
habituEil thieves and dacoits, many of whom were sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment. One of the most interesting cases brought to light was the 
New York Life Insurance case. In this case the note-forger, Renarasi Das, 

, tried to secure the insurance money payable on the death of a certain Sital 
Pershad Agarwala, who was represented by him to bo a rich merchant, by 
removing him and substituting the dead body of a patient who had just died 
in hospital. The clue in ,this case was obtained from a convicted forger, 

Benarasi Das was convicted and sentenced to five years’ rigorous imprisonment. 

Considerable progress is being made in the classification of finger prints, the 
preparation of history sheets and the photographing of notorious criminals. 

The services of this Department were much appreciated by the local officers, 
end the cordial relations between it and the Calcutta Police are still 
maintained. 


Mortality caused by Snakes and Wild Animals. 

rJEtoport on the above, and measures taken for their destraction; Statistics of British Indie, Part V-— 

Public Health.] 

107. During the year 756 persons are reported to have been killed by Wild animals, 
wild animals, a decrease of 52 from the figures for 1905. ^ In view of the 
continued danger to human life in Cuttack and in the Darjeeling 'J’erai from 
wild elephants, a proposed form of agreement for their capture has been drawn 
up and approved of. ’1 ho other figures vary only a little from those of the 
previous year, but little reliance can.bo placed on them. For example, deaths 
caured by jackals are not included at all in these returns, and yet their ravages 
are widespread. In Bhagalpur distrietTalone, over 150 deaths were attributed 
to them. Man-eating tigers were killhd in Angul and Sambalpur, 

The number of persons killed by snakes is reported as 8,863 against Snakes. 

8,245 in 1905. High floods that drove the reptiles for shelter into human 
habitations have undoubtedly helped to swell the death roll. 

About 17,000 cattlg are reported to havo been killed by wild animals, Cattle killed by 
the number for thd previous year being 18,400. Only 256 cattle artf rcporteil wild animals 
as hsving been killed by snakes. This seems far too low to be accurate. ***'11*7 softkes. 

In the year 1,521 wild animals are reported to havo boon destroyed Destruction of 
and 19,182 snakes. The latter figure is much below last year’s figure, wild animals 
21,751: the former is practically the same. Rewards were paid amounting to *“*1 snakes. 

Rs. 6,166 for the wild animals killed and Ra. 3U6 for the snakes. These 
amounts are about the same as those given last year. 


Police Administration in Calcutta. 

[The Annual Beport on the Police Administration of the Town of Calcutta and its Suburbs 

for the year l&OS.J 

' 108. The scheme for the reorganization of the Calcutta Police received the Reorganization, 
sanction of the Secretary of State in August 1906. This scheme will be worked 
up to gradually as* funds permit. A commencement had already been made in 
the previous year under the provisional sanction accorded to the scheme by 
the Government of India. The principal step taken during the year under 
review was the entertainment of 18 additional Sub-Inspectors. Sanction was 
accorded to the substitution of armed police for military guards at tho Mint, 

Currency Office and Bank of Bengal, bat the substitution has not as yet been 
accomplished. 

c 3 
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109. There was an increase in the number of dismissals and other punish- 
ments. The Commissioner of Police attributes this to increased suporvision 
and stricter discipline. It is partly the result of the special enquiries which 
were made into the conduct of the River Police, It is satisfactory to note that, 
in s])itc of stricter discipline^ the better pay and prospects of the force have 
brought about a considerable decrease in the number of resignations, of which 
there were only. 133 as compared with 321 in 1904 and 236 in 1905. 

r 110. The number of true cognizable cases reported direct to the police and* 
instituted on complaint to a Magistrate has increased by over 4,000. This is 
due principally to a larger number of police prosecutions for public nuisances, 
ottences under the Calcutta and Suburban Police Acts and cruelty to animals; 
but there is also a regrettable increase in the number of serious offences against 
public tranquillity. There was a large increase of 1,070 cases under the Port 
Act, due to the investigation which has been referred to above. There wore 
412 burglaries against 404 in 1905. The introduction of a regular system of 
patrol, which is now under the consideration of Government, should lead to a 
diminution in this form of crime. Fourteen true cases of murder were report¬ 
ed. In four of these cases no clue was obtained, and in only three were the 
offenders convicted. 

111. The number of non-cognizable cases was 15,027 against 15,349 in 
1905; of these, 9,547 ended in conviction. 

112. No fewer than 30,490 cases were instituted in tlic Presidency Magi.s- 
trates’ Courts, of which about 4*3 per cent, were disposed of by the Iloiiorary 
Magistrates. The High Court and the Alipore Sessions Court dealt with 78 
and 36 cases, respectively, of which 61 and 31 ended in conviction. 

113. Considerable attention was paid during the year to the operations 
of fraudulent firms. The systtnn of instituting prosecutions in the districts 
where the compluiniint and witnesses live has led to the disappearance of the 
larger fraudulent firms. An exoinplaiy sentence of fourteen years’ rigorous 
imprisonment was obtained against one of the most notorious offenders of 
this class. 

114. Further progress was made in the system of identification by moans of 
finger impressions. One thousand and twenty accu8(?d persons wer(3 thus 
identified as against 984, 917 and 897 in the tliree preceding years. Five 
hundred and cigbty-one old oflenders were reconvicted. 

115. A noteworthy event of the year was the panic that occurred in 
Calcutta towards the end of August, commonly called the ‘ kidnapping scare.’ 
It arose out of a trumped-up story that he had been kidnapped, told by a youth 
to his father, in order to conceal the fact that ho had got into bad company and 
suffered in consequence. The panic spread to all classes of the Indian popu¬ 
lation, and led to unprovoked assaults on various innocent persons on the 
suspicion-that they wore kidna})pcr6. TIkto were demonstrations (jonnected 
with the anniversary of the partition of Bengal on the 10th October, but they 
passed off without any disturbance. The twenty-second sitting of tlie Indian 
National Congress was held in Calcutta in December. An Indian Industrial 
Exhibition was also held at the same time. Both entailed considerable addi¬ 
tional police work and the police acquitted themselves creditably. The imports 
of firearms by sea to Calcutta show a considerable increase over the figures for 
the previous five years both as regards rifles and guns. 


Criminal Justice. 

[Report on the Adminitftration of Criminal Justice in the Proviuoe of Bcn(;ral during the year 1906: 

SbatiiticB of BritiRh India, Part VI—-Judicial.] 

116. The figures for area and population have boon calculated on the basis 
of the census of 1901. I'he territorial limits of the jurisdiction of the High 
Court, as regards the Province of liengal were slightly extended during the 
year by the transfer of certain permanently-settled estates from the district of 
Ballia, in the United Provinces of A^a and Oudh, to the district of Shahabad. 

117. Before March 1906, the districts of Darblianga and Muzafiarpur were 
included within tho Tirhut Sessions Division, and the districts of Chauiparau 
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and Saran within the Saran Sessions Division. In tho year under report, by 
a Notification of the Government of Bengal, No. 1389J., dated tho 27th February 
1906, the district of Darbhanga was separated from the Tirhut Sessions Division, 
and was created a separate Sessions Division; and^ by a Notification of the 
same Government, No. 1390J., of the same date, the distri^ of Champaran was 
Bopaiated from the Suran Sessions Division and included within the limits of tho 
JIuzaffarpur Sessions Division. One additional Sessions Division was accord¬ 
ingly created during the year. 

118. For Sessions work, the staff consisted of 19 Sessions Judges and 2 
Additional Sessions Judges employed throughout the year. The number 
of Sessions Judges was one in excess of the number employed in 1905 in 
consequence of the creation of the Darbhanga Sessions Division referred to 
<ibove. Throe Subordinate Judges were vested with the powers of an Assistant 
Sessions Judge. They decided 12, 2, and 36 Sessions cases, respectively, during 
tho year. Besides the above, 3 temporary Additional Sessions Judges were 
employed for short periods in tho districts of Bankura, Hooghiy and Manbhum 
for the trial of gang dacoity cases. 

The Magisterial staff employed at the close of the year, including that of 
tho Presidency Town, consisted of 345 Stipendiary and 1,201 Honorary Magis¬ 
trates. These figures represent an increase of 2 and 8, respectively, on the 
numbers of the previous year. No Special Magistrate was appointed under 
section 14 of the Code of Criminal Procedure daring the year. Of the 345 
Stipendiary Magistrates, 209 exercised first, 80 second, and 56 third class 
powers. 

There were 143 Benches of Magistrates constituted from among 1,122 
Honorary Magistrates working during the year in the mufassal, one new 
Bench having been created in the district of i,ho 24-Pargana8 and 4 Benches 
having been abolished ; 3 in tho district of Bhagalpur and 1 in the district of 
Saran, Of the total, 121 were independent, and 22 were restricted to the 
trial of cases under tho Municipal Act. 

119. There wore 234,400 criminal offences reported during the year, an Offences 
increase of 6,996 on the figures of 1905. In tho latter year there was an reported, 
increase of 1,572 on the figures of 1904. 

Of the total, 136,899 were under the Indian Penal Code and 97,501 under 
Special and Local Laws. These totals are more by 3,484 and 3,512, respec¬ 
tively, than those of 1905. The increase under the first head was most marked 
in Bhagalpur, Uazaribagh, Balasore, Purnea, Monghyr, Ranchi and Kliulna; 
and under the second head, it was greatest in the Presidency Town, the 
24-Parganas, Howrah, and Puri. 

In comparing the figures for 1906 with those for 1905 for the purposes 
of the present report, the district of Sambalpur has not been ta^en into 
account because, a8 stated in 'the report for 1905, only the statistics of that 
district from the date of its transfer to the Province of Bengal, viz., the 16th 
October 1905, were referred to in that report and in the statements appended 
thereto. 

120. Including cases pending inquiry at the close of 1905, the number of Cases found to 
cases found to be false, or in which complaints were dismissed during the year, false. 

was 39,000, or 16*6 per cent, of the number reported during the year. The 
percentage for 1905 was 15’7. Of the total in 1906, complaints were dismissed 
in 32,353 cases, or 3,146 more than in 1905. The niimljer of cases decWod 
to be false after trial or inquiry was 6,647 or 65 less than in 1905. , 

121 . Of the total number of cases under inquiry during the year, 195,017 Cases found tc 
were found to be true, and of these, 163,669 were brought to trial. Inquiries he true, 
were pending at the close of the year in 8,797 cases. Compared with 1905, the 

number of cases found to be true and of cases brought to trial show an increase 
of 4,693 and 9,870,.respectively. 


. OBIOINAL JUEISDICTION. 

• 122. Of the total number of cases brought to trial, 38,994 wore in the 

Courts of the Police and Municipal Magistrates in the Presidency Town and 
114,575 in the Courts of Magistrates in the Mufassal. 

e4 
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I.—Magistrates in Calcutta, 

The number of cases brought before Presidency Magistrates, including 
the M unicipal Magistrate, was more by 4,720 than in 1906. The number of 
cases under Special and Local Laws was 32,269 or 0,126 more than in 1906, 
while cases under the Penal Code rose from 6,130 to 6,726. Tlie increase 
under the former head was mainly duo to the fact that the number of offences 
uhder the Police Act rose from 11,478 to 14,341, and under the Act for tho 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals from 6,035 to 6,969. The number of offences 
under the Port Act, however, fell to 1,684 from 2,786. As regards offences 
under the Penal t'ode, there was an increase of 893 in prosecutions for offences 
affecting the human body, and of 457 in prosecutions for offences affecting the 
public hosltb. _ _ . 

Before Presidency Magistrates, other than tho Municipal Magistrate. 
29,968 cases wore disposed of during the year, of which 28,6 a 8 were before 
Stipendiary Magistrates, 1,132 before Honorary Magistrates sitting singly, and 
188 before Benches. In 1905, the same officers disposed of 25,.^02 cases, of 
which 24,037 were before Stipendiary Magistrates, 1,167 before Honorary 
Magistrates sitting singly, and 298 before Benches. There were 45 casts 
pending at the close of the year. Of the total number disposed of, 76 were 
committed to tho High Court, and tho remainder were finally decided by 
Magistrates; 2,839 being under ordinary, and the remainder under summary 
procedure. The number of witnesses examined before the Police Magistrates 
was 13,263 against 16,029 in 1905, notwithstanding the increase in tho number 
of oases decided during 1906. 

Tho number of cases brought before the Court of tho Municipal Magistrate 
during the year was 9,067, of which 7,871 wore cases under the Municipal Act. 
The number of cases disposed of was 9,116, of which 8,213 were decided under 
the summary procedure; and 19 cases remained pending at the close of the 
year. 

123. The aggregate number of persons under trial before the Presidency 
Magistrates, otlier than the Municipal Magistrate, was 32,191. Of tho 
persons tried, 3,29T were' acquitted or discharged, 28,681 were convicted, 
one person died before trial, and two pegrsons were transferred for trial to other 
districts; 97 persons were committed to tho Sessions, and 83 remained under 
trial at the close of the year. Of persons tried for offences under the Penal 
Code, 4,773 wore convicted, and 2,777 acquitted or discharged. The results 
of the trials before each class of Magistrates during the year are shown 
below:— 

Acquitted or 
discharii^ed. 

Stjjpftnrliary Magistrates ... 2,670 

Benches of Magistrates ... 168 

Honorary Magistrates sitting singly ... 559 

Of the persons convicted, 1,414 were punished with rigorous imprisonment, 
the sentence in the case of 3 persons including terms of solitary confinement; 
623 were punished with simple imprisonment; 25,067 with fine; and 321 
with whipping. Thirty-five of the persons sentenced to fine, and 26 of those 
sentenced to whipping, wore so sentenced in addition to other punishments. 
Twcuty-ono sentences of imprisonment were, in the case of youthful offenders, 
commuted to detention in a Reformatory School. Niue hundred and nineteen 
convicted persons were warned and discharged. 

In addition to these sentences, 188 persons were required to furnish 
security for good behaviour, of whom 168 wore imprisoned in default lor 
terms not exceeding one year ; 17 persons convicted of offences involving a 
breach of tho peace were ordered to execute bounds to keep the peace; 66 
persons were released cn probation under section 562, Criminal Procedure 
Code; and various miscellaneous orders were passed under Special Laws in tho 
case of 154 persons. 

Before tho Municipal Magistrate, 10,802 persona wore under trial during 
the year, of whom 9,735 were convicted, 8,041 were acquitted or discharged, 
2 died, escaped,' or were transferred for trial to other Courts, and 24 remained 
under trial at tho close of the year. Tho number of witnesses examined was 
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2,728> or 478 more than in 1905. The percentage^ of conviction was 90‘3. Of 
the persons convicted, 5,825 were punished with fines, and the rest were 
ordered to comply with the various requirements of the rules and by-laws of 
the Corporation. 

//.—Magistraiei outside Calcutta, 

121 . At the opening of the year, 2,722 cases, excluding cases of lunatics, 
• were pending before Magistrates outside Calcutta. During the year,''114,673 
cases, including references under sections 347 and 349, Criminal Procedure 
Code, were brought to trial, and 114,406 were disposed of, 2,946 remaining 
pending at its close. Cases brought tq trial were more than in 1905 by 5,176. 
in cases under the Indian Penal Code the increase was chiefly in offences 
against property and offences affecting the human body. The variations under 
the other heads are slight and call for no remark. 

The district of Sambalpur bein^ excluded, as already stated, an increase 
in the number of cases instituted is reported from 18 and a decrease from 12 
districts. The increase was marked in Howrah (1,408), Bhagalpur (587), 
Puri (482). Monghyr (473), and Hooghly (440), while the decrease was 
greatest in Gaya (1,502), Darbhanga (440), and Manbhum (430). 


The disposals were distributed as follows:— 

Tried Tried 

regularly. eummurily. 

District Mogistrntes ... 805 66 

Subordinate Stipendiary Magistrates 55,301 24,349 

Honorary Magistrates ... 14,562 1,198 

Benohes of Magistrates ... 6,210 11,768 


Of tho 805 cases tried regularly by District Magistrates, 32 were decided 
in tho exercise of special powers under section 34 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, by tho Deputy Commissioners of the Chota Nagpur Division and 
the Sambalpur district, this being an increase of 4 over the figures for 1905. 

In addition to the cases shown above, District and Subdivisional Magis¬ 
trates decided 157 cases referred to them under sections 347 and 349 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. 

The number of cases decided during the year was more than the number 
decided in 1905 by 5,217. This increase is confined to Stipendiary and 
Honorary Magistrates; District Magistrates and Benches of Magistrates having 
disposed of less work than in 1905. • • 

The total number of cases disponed of by District Magistrates was 1,018, 
as compared with 1,158 in 1905. 'i'he largest number of cases was decided by 
the District Magistrates of Puri ^150), Bhagalpur (145), Baukura (132), 
Khulna (116) and I’alamau (99). 

125. Of the total number of cases shown in paragraph 10 above, 1,303 
were committed o]>refofred to the Sessions, and 113,103 were finalli^ disposed 
of by Magistrates, in these latter, 159,129 persons were accused, this number 
being 10,365 more than that of 1905. Of the tr<tal, 93,901, or 59* per cent., 
wore convicted, and 6-3,228, or 41* per cent., were acquitted or discharged. In 
1905, 60'8 per cent, of the persons tried were convicted. 

Of the persons tried for offences under the Indian Penal Code, 36,218, or 
41'2 percent., were convicted, and 51,644, or 58*8 per cent,, wore acquitted or 
discharged. 

The total number of persons awaiting trial before Magistrates at tho close of 
1906 was 5,725, as compared with 5,426 of 1905. Of tlieso, 7, all of whom 
were on bail, were awaiting trial for more than 6 months. Explanations of' 
the delay in the disposal of all cases pending for more than 3 months, sub¬ 
mitted by the Magistrates concerned, have been considered by the High 
Court, and the necessary orders have been passed on them. The number of 
persons in custody at the close of the year was 584. 

Tho general*result of trials before Magistrates of each class was as 
follows;— 


• 

Aoquittod or 
diiobargod. 

Conviotod. 

Benches of Magistrates 

6,627 

14,866 

Subordinate Stipendiary Magistrates 

40,781 

65,932 

Honorary Magistrates ••• ••• 

7,991 

12,436 

District Magistrates 

1,029 

668 
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Of the persons shown as convicted above, the numbers tried summarily 
were, by Benches of Magistrates, 11,346; by Subordinate Stipendiary Magis¬ 
trates, 26,073; by Honorary Magistrates, 1,244; and by District Magistrates, 
78, 

The mode of trial of the total number of persons convicted and the nature 
of the sentences passed were as follows 

Appeftlable Kon-appoalable 

fleniences. ientdocot. 

On Regular trial 44,094 11,066 

On Summary trial 8,062 30,679 


Punishments. 


126. 


Tlie sentences passed on persons convicted were as follows;— 


Imprisonment 

Fine 

Whipping 


I Rigorous 
• Simple 

With imprisonment 
Without imprisonment 
Solo punishment ... 
Additional punishment 


18,795 

497 

2,151 

68,312 

1,018 

208 


Preventive 

measures. 
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Criminal 
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127. A term of solitary continenient was included in 289 of the sentences of 
rigorous imprisonment, and in the case of 74 youthful offundots, the sentence 
of imprisonment was commuted to detention in a Reformatory School. Two 
thousiind seven hundred and twenty-seven persons were called upon to give 
security to be of good behaviour, 2,591 of whom were sentenced to terms of 
imprisonment not exceeding one year on failing to comply with tho orders 
and 223 persons were released on probation under section 562 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. Against persons who had previously been so released, 
proceedings were subsequeutly taken in 73 instances, and 84 persons were 
convicted and punished. In addition to substantive punishments, 2,799 per¬ 
sons wero ro(}uirod to execute bonds to keep the peace, of whom 902 were 
convicted of offences involving a breach of the peace. 

Of the sentences of imprisonment imposed, 4,106 were for terms not exceed¬ 
ing 15 days; 12,565 for terms not exceeding 6 months; 5,060 for terms not 
exceeding 2 years ; and 78 for terms exceeding 2 years. 

Sentences of whipping wore passed on 1,226 persons as against 1,236 in 
the preceding year. • • 

The fines imposed aggregated Rs. 4,92,947. During the year, 
Rs. 4,42,336 wero realised, aud Rs. 45,657 were paid as compensation to com¬ 
plainants out of the fines realised. 

128. In addition to criminal trials, the following were the more important 
classes of work dealt with by Magistrates in the mufassul during the year. 

There wero 1,269 proceedings under Chapter YHl, Ckiminal Procedure 
Code, to prevent a broach of the peace, in which 5,888 persons werh involved. 
The number of cases and the iiersons involved therein were in excess of the 
number brought before the Courts in 1905. Of the persons concerned, 1,898 
wore required to execute bonds to keep the peace, in addition to tho persons 
mentioned in tho preceding paragraph as having been similarly bound down on 
conviction. Tho number of persons dealt with under this Chapter was largest 
in Khulna (975), Howrah (547), the 24-Parganas (391), and Bhagalpur (335). 
In all of these districts there was a considerable increase in the number of 


proceedings of this class, compared with the returns of 1905. 

' In 1,751 cases, 3,862 persons were called upon to show cause why they 
should not give security to be of good behaviour, and the orders were made 
absolute against 3,076 of them. Of the latter, 2,939 failed to give the required 
security and were imprisoned in default, 348 after reference to the Court of 
Session under section 123 of the Code, and 2,591 under orders of Magistrates for 
terms not exceeding one year. 

Chapter X, Proceedings for the abatement of nuisances under Chapter X of the Code 

Criminal were taken in 858 coses, and in the cases of 20 persons ^ reference was made 
Procedure Code, to a Jury under section 138 of the Code. The number of casee under Chapter 
Chapter XII, XII of the Code iavolvihg questions of the possession of land decided by 
ftweTmeCode 1,646, an increase of 440 on the figures for 

■ 1905. 
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■ Under section 350 of the Code, 801 complainants were ordered to pay chapter 
compensation to accused persons, the accusations brought by them having been XXXVI, 
found to be frivolous or vexatious. Proceedings for maintenance under Chap- Criminal 
ter XXXVI of the Code were taken against 812 persons, and orders were made Procedure Code, 
absolute against 238. 

129. The number of witnesses examined in the Courts of Magistrates in Witnesses, 
the mufassal was 338,557 as compared with 297,343 in 1905. 1’he number 
who attended and were discharged without examination was 118,567, or 36*5 
per cent, of the whole number in attendance. In the preceding year the 
percentage was 25*9. The amount paid to witnesses on account of the expenses 
of iheir attendance rose from Rs. 36,603 in 1905 to Rs. 48,882 in 1906. 

Of the total number in attendance, 353,233 (79 per cent.) were discharged 
on the first day, 68,033 (15‘2 per cent.) on the second, 17,938 (4 per cent.) 
on the third, and 7,920 (1*8 per cent.) after the third day. The number of 
witnesses detained for more than throe days shows an increase of 3,393 over the 
number so detained in 1906., 

The districts in which the largest proportion of witnesses were detained 
for more than three days wore Mongltyr and Sambalpur (5-4 and 5'2 percent., 
respectively), Bbagalpur (3*4 per cent.), Birbhura and the 24-Pargana8 (3'7 pec 
cent, each), Hazaribugh (2-5 per cent.), Caya and MuzafParpur (2*4 per cent, 
each), Puri (2‘3 per cent.) and Burdwan (3*1 per cent.). Explanations of these 
detentions have, as usual, been considered by the High Court, and orders have 
been passed on them. 

III.-—Courts 0 / Sessions. 

130. The number of cases committed for trial or referred during the year Commitments, 
was 1, 03, or 164 more than in 1905, and the number of cases disposed of, includ¬ 
ing pending cases of the previous year, was 1,276, which is also in excess of 

the number disposed of in 1005 by 142. There were 121 cases pending at the 
close of the year. Commitments increased in Munbhum from 19 to 49, 
in Bbagalpur from 42 to 71, in I’urnea from 32 to 61, in Birbhuni from 28 to 
46, in Murshidabad from 2i to 39, in I’atna from 44 to 59, in Champarau from 
36 to 51, in Ranchi from 33 to 48, in Nadia from 21 to 31, in Khulna from 
31 to 41, and in Darbhanga from 27 to*37. On the other hand, the returns 
of only 8 districts show a decline in the number of commitments, etc., the most 
jironouncod being in Hooghly, a decline from 57 to 33, in Jessore from 60 to 
41, in Midnaporc from 67 to 60, in Monghyr from 52 to 45. Tho numbers in 
('luttack and llalasore were the same as in 1905, and, as in that, year, the 
number of commitments was largest in the 24-Parganas (108). 

131. There were 3,272 persons, or 680 more than iu 1905 under trial Results of 
before Courts of Bessmn during the year. The cases of 3,931 persoi}s were trials, 
decided, and.314 remained under trial at the close of the year. Uf the 2,931 
persons tried, 1,833, or 62’2 per cent., were convicted, and 1,030 were acquit¬ 
ted or discharged, and the cases of 78 persons were referred to the High 

Court under sections 307 and 374 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

132. The following sentences were passed by the Courts of Session during Punishments, 
the year:— 

Death ... ... ... ... ... 25 


m L *• (For life ... ... ... 166 

Irausportohon ' por a term of years . Ill 

, . j i Rifforoiia ... 1,1S5 

Imprisonment j gj . 4 

Fine ... ... ... ••• ••• 23 

Whipping --- ••• 27 


In the case of 55 out of the 1,185 persons sentenced to rigorous imprison¬ 
ment, the sentences included terms of solitary confinement; and in the case 
of 3 youthful offenders, the sentence ot imprisonment was commuted to dot(;n- 
tion in a Reformatory School. Additional punishments were inflicted upon 20 
of tho persons sentenced ^0 fine, and on 24 of those sentenced to whipping. 
Besides the above, 348 persons were sentenced to rigorous or simple imitiison- 
ment (66 for terms not exceeding one year and 293 for terms between one 
year and throe years) on failure to furnish security for good b(;haviour, and 
1 person, who hud been convicted of an offence involving a breach of the 
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peace, was required to execute a bond with sureties to keep tho.peace in addi 
tioD to his substantive punishment. 

Sentences of imprisonment weie passed for the following terms:— 


Not exceeding 


15 days 

6 months 
2 years 

7 


Exceeding 7 years ... 


115 

366 

974 

76 


Finos to the amount of Rs, 4,282 were imposed by Courts of Session, as 
compared with Rs. 11,109 imposed in the preceding year. The total realiza¬ 
tions of the year aggregated Rs. 470, as compared with Rs. 3,252 in 1905. 
The amount of tines realized and paid as compensation to complainants was 
Rs. 16 in 1906, as compared with Rs. 2,007 in 1905. 

133. The number of persons tried by Jury during 1906 was 762; and of 
the persons so tried, the Sessions Judge approved of the verdict of the Jury in 
respect of 674 persons, and disapproved of it in rospect of 88. 

In the case of one person, the Sessions Judgo disagreed with the verdict 
so completely as to consider it necessary for the ends of justice to make a 
reference to the High Court under section 307 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. The results of these references are given under the head “ Superin¬ 
tendence, Reference and Revision.” 

134. The number of persons tried with the aid of Assessors during the year 
under review was 1,566, with the result thal^in the case of 1,211 persons, the 
Sessions Judge concurred with the opinion of both the Assessois; in the 
case of 147 he differed from the opinion of one; and in the case of 208, he 
differed from the opinion of both the Assessors. The corresponding tigurcs 
for 1905 were 1,423, 1,027, 168 and 228, respectively. 

135. The average duration of Sessions trials, from the date of commitment 
to the date of decision, fell from 26*3 days in 1905 to 33*8 days in 1906. The 
attention of the Court continues to be directed to the reduction of the duration 
of Sessions trials, and all cases of unusual duration are carefully scruti¬ 
nized with this end in view. The continued fall in the average duration 
of Sessions trials is a satisfactory feature in the year’s work. The duration of 
cases was notably bigb, in the districts of Sambalpur (60*3 days), Rurdwan 
(45*6 days) and Palamau 43'4 days). 

136. The number of witnesses in attendance before the Courts of Sessions 
was 19,196. Of these, 12,990 were examined and 6,206 discharged without 
examination. In 1905, the corresponding figufos were 10,798 and 5,511, 
respectively. 

Of the total number in attendance, 9,852 (51*3 per cent.) were discharged 
on the first day; 4,750 (24*8 per cent.) on the seconii day; 2,510 (13'I pur 
cent.) on the third day; and 2,084 (10*8 per cent.) after the third day. Those 
results were worse than in 1905, but may in some degree be attributed to tbo 
lengthy gang dacoity cases tried during the year. The Court has taken due 
notice of the excessive detention of witnesses, in reviewing the district reports. 
The amount paid to witnesses on account of the expenses incurred by them in 
attending Sessions trials rose from Rs. 21,899 in 1904 to Rs. 22,815 in 1905 
and to Rs. 25,584 in 1906. 

, 137. Including 16 cases pending at the opening of the year, 93 cases came 
before the High Court for trial. Of these, 80, inclusive of tlie case of a 
European British subject committed by a District Magistrate, were tried 
during the year, and 13 remained undecided at its close. 

Altogether 98 persons were tried, of whom 70 were convicted and 28 
acquitted. The number of witnesses examined was 645, and the average dura¬ 
tion of cases from commitment, 32*2 days. 


APPELLATE JUIIISLICTION. 

/.— Court, * 

138. At the opening of 1906, there were 45 appeals pending before the 
High Court from sentences or orders of Criminal Courts. During the year, 
689 appeals were preferred, 702 wore decided and 32 wore pending at its close. 
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The numbers pi%ferred and decided were 46 and 64 less, respectivelj, than in 
1905 ; and the ponding files also showed a decrease of 13. 

Of the appeals against sentences preferred during the year, 570 were from 
Courts of Session, 93 were from Presidency Magistrates, and 19 from Deputy 
Commissioners exercising special powers under section 34 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. Seven appeals were preferred by the Local Government 
against orders of acquittal. • 

139. There were 581 appeals against sentences of Courts of Session decided Besnlts of , 
daring the year. The orders of the Lower Courts were upheld in 466 
instances, reversed in 34 and modified in 76. Five cases wore remanded 
for re-trial. 

Ninety-six appeals from the orders of Magistrates of the Presidency Town 
Were decided during the year, the orders being affirmed in 83 cases, reversed 
in 4 and modified in 7. Two cases were remanded for re-trial. Nineteen 
appeals from sentences of Deputy Commissioners were decided daring the year, 
the orders being confirmed in 8 cases, reversed in 3 and modified in 3. Five 
cases were remanded for re.trial. 

The results of the appeals decided during the year as affecting indivi¬ 
duals were that the appeals of 747 persona were summarily dismissed under 
section 431 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and that in admitted appeals 
sentences on 199 appellants were confirmed, on 1 enhanced, on 135 reduced 
or altered, and on 128 annulled. In the cases of 43, a new trial or farther 
inqui^ was ordered. 

'fhe number of cases in which a new trial or further inquiry was ordered is 
a large increase over the figures (7) of the preceding year. 

Six appeals by the Local Government against orders of acquittal were 
decided during the year; and in one of them the order was upheld. In 3 cases 
the orders of acquittal were reversed, and in two cases retrials were ordered. 

The three cases in which the orders were reversed were appeals against judg¬ 
ments of acquittal on appeal, and in all of these the convictions and sentences 
of the Courts who originally tried the appellants were restored. The offences 
charged in one case 'Aras that of accepting an illegal gratification, and in two, 
that of dishonestly receiving stolen property. 


11.—Appellate Courts sulordinate to the Sigh Court. 

140. There were 93 appeals pending before the Courts of Session at the Sessions 
opening of the year. During the year, 3,594 appeals were preferred, 3,561 Courts, 
were decided, and 119 remained pending at its close. Seven appeals were 
either transferred to other districts for hearing, or abated on the death of the 
appellants. The number.of appeals preferred to Sessions Judges was IJl more 

than in 1905. In th*e appeals decided by Sessions Judges daring 1906, 5,683 
persons were concerned. The appeals of 3,049 of these, or 36 per cent., were 
summarily dismissed; 1,709 appellants, whose appeals were admitted, were 
altogether unsncoossful; 659 obtained a reduction or alteration of sentence; 
and J,180 wore acquitted; in the case of 85 appellants, a new trial or further 
inquiiy was ordered. 

The proportion of persons whose appeals were wholly unsuccessful, success¬ 
ful in obtaining a modification of the original orders, and successful in obtain¬ 
ing their reversal, was 66*1, 11'6 and 20‘7, respectively. Of those concerned 
in admitted appeals only, the same proportions were 47, 18*1 and 33*5 per , 
cent. Taking into account admitted appeals only, these results were more 
favourable to appellants than those of the previous year. 

141. In the Courts of Magistrates there were 139 appeals pending at the Magistrates’ 
opening of the year. During the year, 3,636 appeals were preferred, 3,595 Courts, 
were decided, and. 178 remained pending at its close. Two appeals were 
transferred to other districts for hearing. The number preferred was larger 

than in 1905 by 108. 

The numljer of persons whoso appeals were decided by Courts of Magis¬ 
trates was 6,420. Of these, the appeals of 1,161 wore summarily dismissed, 
and the sentences or 2,942, whose appeals were admitted wero confirmed, 
making a total of 4,103 wholly unsuccessful appellants, or 63*9 per 


cent. Of the remainder, 586 appellants, or 9*1 per 


cent., obtained a 
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modification of the sentences passed on them, and 1,650, or 35*6, their total 
annulment. In the ease of 81 appellants, a new trial or farther inquiry was 
ordered. These tesnlts were somewhat more faronrable to appellants than 
those of the p^eviohs year. 


StrPBBiNTBNDBNOE. BBFBBBNOB AND BBYISION. 


Beferences 
under section 
374, 

Criminal 


Beferences 
under section 
841, 

Criminal 


Berision. 


I.—Sigh Court. 

142, Three references under section 307 of the Code of Criminal Proce* 
uMer section verdicts of Juries were pending in the High Court at the opening of 

Criminal ynnPj and 27 were made daring the ]^ear. Twenty-seven of these references 

Procedure Code, decided daring the year; 3 remaining undecided at its close. The result 
’ of the 27 cases disposed of was that the verdict of the Jury ivas accepted 
in 9 cases, set aside in 16 and modified in one. One case was remanded for 
re-trial. 

143* Nineteen references under section 374 of the Code of Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure for confirmation of death sentences were made to the High Court daring 

_ 1906, and 5 were pending before the Court at the opening of the year. Twenty-two 

Ptocedme Code, were decided during the year, and 2 were pending at its close, lathe references 
decided, 28 persons were concerned. Of these, the death sentence on 12 was 
confirmed, and in the case of 7 their sentence was commuted to transportation 
for life. The remaining 9 persons were acquitted. 

144. The cases of eleven persons, who, though not insane, could not be 
made to understand the proceedings, were referred for the orders of the High 

___ Court and disposed of daring the year. In seven cases the convictions were 

ftneedure Code, approved, and throe cases were remanded for re-trial. In the remaining case 
the High Court did not interfere, the reference being considered unneoessary, 
since the Civil Surgeon in his evidence stated tliat the accused was not 
incapable of making a defence or understanding the proceedings. 

145. Daring the year 146 cases were reported for the orders of the High 
Court by Sessions Judges and District Magistrates under section 438 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, and 4 were pending at the opening of the year. Of 
these, 143 were decided and 8 remained pending. 'I'he number reported was 
4 more than in 1905. In 70 casee^ the orders sent up for revision were set 
aside or the proceedings quashed, and ip 18 a now trial was ordered. Sentences 
were reduced or altered in 4 cases, and enhanced in 7. In the remaining 43 
cases the High Court declined to interfere. 

Under section 435 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, orders were passed 
in 954 cases, an increase of 94 on the figures of the previous year. Of these, 
936 came before the High Court on applications made to it, and 18 were taken 
up on review of the periodical Sessions statements submitted by Sessions 
Judges. 

Of the applications for the issue of rules, 530 were rejected. Of 416 
rules issued, 115 were finally discharged, 160 were made absolute in their 
entirety; the orders complained of were modified in 98 cases and quashed in 6; 
and in 37 cases, a now trial was ordered. 

In 7 of the 18 cases taken up by the High Court on review of Sessions 
statements, the orders passed by the Lower Court were not disturbed; in 3 the 
sentences were reduced; iu 7 they were enhanced, and the remaining case was 
remanded for re-trial. 

146. Pifty-five afrolications under section 526 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure for the trans&r of cases (45 ori|;ina1 cases and 10 appeals) from one 
Court or District to another were on the files during the year, of which all, 
save one, were dealt wifii during the year. ^ Twenty-six were summarily reject¬ 
ed, and in 5 cases transfers were granted without the issue* of a rule. In 23 
cases, rules were issued with the result that transfers wore granted in 16 and 
refused in 7 cases. 


Applications 
for transfer. 


11.—CourU it^orditmie to th$ J7tyA Cowrit, 

Sessions 147. Including aooused persons who themselves applied for revision of the 

Conrts. orders passed on them in the Courts of Magistrates, and accused persons against 
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‘<rbom. Buch appHcations were made by oomplainants, the cases of ^997 persons 
were decided on revision by Courts of Session during the year. The number 
was less than in 1905 by 596. The applicsations ei 1,486 persons were reject¬ 
ed, and as regards 668, the orders of the Lower Court were confirmed. Orders 
passed in the cases of 36 persons were reversed; in 15 instances proceedings 
were quashed; and the order of the Lower .Court was modified in the case of 1 
person. The cases of 222 persons were referred to the High Court, imd in the 
cases of 679 persons, new trials or further inquiries were ordered. " ' 

148. The cases of 2,392 accused persons who applied for revision, or Magistrates' 
against whom applications were made by complainants, came before District Courts. 
Afogistrates for revision. The number was greater b^ 307 than in 1905. Of 
the total, the applications of 1,265 persons wore rejected, and in the cases of 
602 the original sentence or order was upheld. Sentences or orders affecting 
15 persons were modified, and those affecting 208 were reversed. In the cases 
of 23 persons, proceedings were quashed, and in those of 539, new trials or 
further mquiries were directed. The cases of 40 persons were referred to the 
High Court. 


III. — General. 

e 

149. The oases of 95 European British subjects were decided during the Trials of 
year, as against 78 in the previous year. Of these, 92 were dealt with by Magis- Emropean 
trates, 2 by Courts of Session, and 1 by the High Court. Of the accttsed British 
persons, two claimed to be tried by a mixed Jury. subjects. 

In the cases of persons disposed of by Magistrates, 57 were convicted and 
35 acquitted. The convictions were in 29 cases for offences under Special and 
Local Laws; in 7 cases for assault; in 5 cases for hurt, and 5 for offences affect¬ 
ing the public health, safety, etc.; in 2 cases for theft, in 2 for criminal 
breach of trust; and in the remaining 7 cases for defamation, insult, contempt 
of lawful authority,* criminal force to a woman, causing death by a negligent 
act, criminal trespass, and mischief. 

The two persons who were tried before the Court of Session were convicted 
of the offence of theft. 

The case of the person decided by the High Court was committed by a 
District Magistrate for. trial for an ofrence affecting life. He was acquitted. 

The largest numbers of European British subjects were tried in Darjeeling (44), 

Howrah (16), Burdwan and the 24-PargBnas (8 from each), and Birbhum (7). 

idency Ma^strates were inspected during the Xnspection. 
year by two of the Judges of the High Court. 

151. ' There wds a considerable increase in the number of criminal cases Besults of 
brought to trial during 1906, as' compared with the previous year, both in Criminal 
Magistrates’ Courts in the Presidency Town and in the Mufassal, and also in 

the Courts of Session. . The amount of appellate work which came before the 
Courts of' Session and of Magistrates also increased. There was a slight 
increase in revisional work in both SessionB and Magistrates’ Courts. ^ In the 
High Court, there was a slight decrease in appellate work and a slight iucrease 
in revisional work. The work of the Subordmate Criminal Courts was, on the 
whole, satisfactory and calls for no special remark. ^ 

152. Debiting, as usual, to the Administration of Criminal Ju^ce, a B^ipts and 
portion of the salaries of the Judicial Officers fixed according to ^ time which Char^. 
their returns show them to have devoted to it, the total- charges for. the, year 
amounted to Es. 22,62,487. Of this amount, Es. 13,52,785 wero for ^e sala¬ 
ries of Judicial Officers; Es. 1,02,344 for fixed and temj^rary copying estab¬ 
lishments ; Es. 66,332 for process-servers; Es. 3,68i508 for. other fistiib^shments; 

and Es. 3,72,518 for contingencies and refunds. 

The reempts amounted to Es. 11,81,693. Of this amonnt,. Es. 5,51,567 
were under fines.; Es. 1,68,022 under prooessiees; Es> 1,30,220 under copying 
and comparing fees; Es. 2,77,590,iunder court-fee ctan^ ^receipts other than the 
above; and Es. 94,294 were muceUanpous receipts.. Tl^.receipts and charges 
exceeded those of. 1905 by over thirty-nine thousand said one lakh and one 
thousand, respectively. 
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BONXEAL PAKGANAB AND ANGOL. 

153. In Angnl, 594 criminal cases were disposed of during the year, 
and 51 appeals were filed. In the Sonthal Parganas, 6,348 criminal cases 
were disposed of and 471 appeals wore filed. During the year, in both 
districts taken together, 11,9.52 criminal cases were reported. Of these, 
7,072 were declared true. In all there were 10,282 persons under trial, of 
'whom 6,791 were convicted, 4,142 were acquitted, 36 died or escaped Or 
were sent elsowhoru for trial, and 313 remained under trial at the close of the 
year. 

The greatest number of cases under the Penal Code were thefts 
and offences against property: 1,400 cases involving 2,339 accused were 
brought to trial. Next in number were cases of criminal force and assault, 
838 cases involving 1,176 accused were brought to trial. Criminal trespass 
and hurt came next in importance. 

Under special and local laws, 2,160 cases and 3,257 accused were brought 
to trial during the year. There were 547 m'iscellaneous proceedings dealt 
with under the Criminal Procedure Code, involving 796 persons, of whom 
398 were variously dealt with, and as regards 370, the proceedings were 
abated. Security for good behaviour and maintenance account for the 
bulk of these proceedings. 

154, In all, 554 persons appealed or applied for revision of their 
sentences. The order or sentmee was confirmed in 284 cases: in 105 cases, 
the appeals were rejected: in 58 cases, the sentences were reduced or modified, 
and in 64 cases reversed. In 2 cases, the sentences were enhanced, in 9 cases 
farther enquiry was ordered, and in 11 cases tho proceedings were referred for 
revision to the High Court. 


Jails. 


Jail 

population. 


Mortality. 


Siicipline. 


FBeport on the Administration of the Jail Department for 1906. Statistics of British India, 

Part Vl-Judicial ] 

155. During the year tho .Tail population increased from 14,872 to 15,695. 
The daily average population was 15,774 against 14,934 in 1905. The high 
prices of food grains and ether nccessttfies of life probably account for a large 
part of this increased criminality. . . 

156. Calculated on the daily average, tbc death-rate per mille of the jail 

population was 22‘7 for all jails. The general death-rate of the province as a 
whole was 36*08. Purulia and Midnaporo Jails show a very high rate of 
mortality; 53*5 per mille in the former and 55*2 per mille in tho latter. These 
figures are considerably worse than the corresponding figures for the same 
jails in the previous year. * ^ 

The Midnaporo Jail maintains its unenviable reputation of being the most 
unhealthy jail in tho Province. Diarrhoea and dysentery are the chief diseases. 
A special enquiry into the nature and conditions of jail dysenteiy is now in 
progress, 'i'hose same diseases are prevalent in Midnaporo district as a whole, 
but its general death-rate was only 36*10 per mille, and the general death-rate 
for Manbhum was only 26*28 per mille. The outbreak of pneumonia in Purulia 
Jail was the chief cause of the high mortality. 

. A regular anti-malarial campaign was carried out in Bnxar Central 
Jail; the cases of malarial fever diminished in number by one-half. Special 
attention is being paid to the proper treatment of tuberculous patients. 

The rate per mille of moi*tality in Naya Dumka Jail was 55*7, and in 
Darjeeling Jail it was 73*4. As these are small Jails, the figures are misleading. 
In nearly every instanoo the history of the case shows that the disease that 
proved fatal must have been contractea before admission to the jail. 

Generally speaking, the health in the sub-jails was worse than in the 
District Jails. Still, the continuous decline in the mortality rate every quin- 
quenniom since 1880 is highly satisfactory. When the present chronic 
overcrowding is obviated by tho increase of accomifiodation, tho health of the 
jail population will probably improve considerably. 

157. During tho year, 3,065 major punishments were inflicted for breaches 
of jail rules. There were only 113 sentences of whipping inflicted. Eleven 
convicts escaped during tlie year; all wore recaptured except one. 
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More thaHi half the prisoners convicted during the year were first 
offenders, and their crimes were not among the more serious offences. 

Efforts are being made to stop the manufaeWe of habitual criminals which 
results from the system of herding all convicts together. Proposals that aim 
at constituting juvenile depdts are under consideration, and the importance of 
discriminating between the punishments suitable for hardened offenders and 
tjiose proper for juvenile prisoners will be again impressed on the Magistrates. 

The conditions of service of jail warders remain as before and the genei^l 
discontent still prevails. During the year very many resignations were tendered. 

Proposals for a reorganization of this service are under consideration. 

158. There was a net profit'of lis. 1,763 on the factory transactions, a figure Jail 
slightly higher than that of last year. There is nothing special to note on manufiwstures. 
this branch of jail activity. Buxar Jail still has a thriving tent-manufacturing 

business in full swing. Hhagalpur Jail wishes for large orders from Govern¬ 
ment Departments for its woollen manufactures. The Alipore business in 
gunny bags is thriving in spUe of the advance in the price of raw materials. 

In Midnapore Jail, the demand for cane-work was in excess of the supply. The 
blanket-weaving at Hazuribagh has been improved by the introduction of new 
methods. The Presidency Jail Press came under consideration during the 
year, and a redistribution of the duties of the controlling officers was proposed, 
to prevent friction between the Jail Superintendent and the Superintendent of 
Government Printing who exercised a nominal control over the Jail Press. 

The matter is still undecided. 

159. A “ Prisoners’ Aid Society” has been started in Calcutta. This and General, 
the Claude Martin Fund are designed to help released convicts to an honest 
livelihood. The departmental rules at present provide for tho sending of each 
prisoner to his homo on release with a free Railway ticket, an allowance for 

food for each day’s journey and sufficient clothing. Assistance from the Claude 
Martin Fund was given to 1,394 released convicts, a sum of Rs. 2,207 being so 
expended. 


• Civil Justice. 

[Beport on the Administration of Civil Justicain the Province of Bengal daring the year 1906 : 

Statistics of British India : Part VI,—Jndioiai.] 

160. The territorial limits of the* jurisdiction of the High Court were Territorial 
slightly extended during tho year by the transfer of certain permanently- Jurisdiction, 
settled estates from tho district of Ballia in tho United Provinces of Agra 

and Oudh to the district of Shahabad in Bengal. The figures for area and 
population are those of tho census of 1901. 

161. The permanent Civil Judicial Staff employed in the Province judicial staff, 
during 1906 consisted of* 14 High Court Judges ; 19 District Judges ; *2 Addi¬ 
tional District Judges; a Chief Judge and four Judges of tm> Presidency 

Small Cause Court; two Provincial Small Court Judges, who exercised also the 
powers of a Subordinate Judge, 36 Subordinate Judges ; and 169 Munsifs. In 
addition, 8 Executive Officers exorcised the powers of a Subordinate Judge or 
Small Cause Court Judgo, and 2 tho powers of a Munsif. 

Daring the year the permanent Judicial Staff in the District and Subordi¬ 
nate Courts was increased by the addition of 1 Subordinate Judge and 5 
Munsifs. The Subordinate Judge was added to tho permanent staff of the 
district of tho 24.Parganas, whore he had proviously been employed for some 
time. Of tho 5 Munsifs, 4 were transferred from the cadre of the Central ’ 

Provinces to that of Bengal and wore allotted to Sambalpur. The remaining 
Munsif was added to the permanent staff at Puri in the district of Cuttac k, 
where temporary assistance had been employed for a considerable period. 

In addition to the permanent staff, some temporary officers were employed 
during the year. 


ORIGINAL JDBISDICTION. 

. /.—Sigh Court. 

162. The number of civil suits pending on the Original Side of the High Original suits 
Court at the end of 1905 was 1,100, including 31 pending suits received by i“stitt>tetl. 

1 ) 
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transfer from other courts ; and the number instituted during 1006 was 1,072 
including 17 suit's received by transfer from other courts during the year, 
making a total of 2,172 for disposal in 1906. Of the suits instituted during 
1906, 616 were for money or moveable property, 137 were mortgage suits, and 
54 for immoveable property. 

The value of suits for specific money claims was Rs. 69,35,60 (•0-4, as com¬ 
pared with Rs. 50,80,664-6-2 in the previous year. , 

Original suits ' 163. I’he number of suits decided in 1906 was 994, and the number loft 

disposed of undisposed of at the end of the year was 1,178. The number of suits under 
trial was 78 more than at the commencement of the year. There were 515 
suits pending over one year, showing a decrease of 5 on the figures of the 
previous year. 

Of the suits decided 202 were dismissed for default or want of prosecution'. 
36 were withdrawn with leave: 61 wore determined by compromise: 76 
were decreed on confession: 163 were decreed ex-parte: 2 were dismissed 
cx-parte : 22 were disposed of by reference to arbitration: 347 were decreed 

after contest: 69 were dismissed after contest. 

Extraordinary 164. At the commencement of the year two suits were ponding in the 
Jurisdiction. High Court in its Extraordin.ury Original Civil Jurisdiction, and three suits were 
transferred to it during the year. All of them remained pending at the close 
of the year. 

Probates and 165. There were disposed of during the year 434 petitions for Probate 

Letters of and Letters of Administration, 3,448 interlocutory applications (including 
Administration, applications for the appointment of guardians under the Guardians and Wards’ 
Act, for the appointment of guardians ad Utenif for the appointment of 
Receivers, for injunctions, for discovery of documents, for execution, etc.), and 
900 applications for summonses to witnesses. Of the interlocutory applications, 
those for the appointment of guardians ad litem, for the discovery (»f documents, 
for special leave to file written statements afi(!r time, and for summonses as to 
chamber applications, were disposed of by the Registrar and the Master. The 
Registrar and the Master al.so disposed of applications for summonses to 
witnesses. 

References to ICC. The number of references to take accounts, to make inquiries as to 

take accounts, estates to be administered or partitioned, as to debts and incumbrances, us to 
allow'ances to be made for maintenance, on quesfions of title, on questions 
affecting minors in proposed terms of settlement, to settle conveyances, etc , 
pending at the comtuenc( ment of the year was 150. Fresh references were 
directed by the Court in 338 cases. Of the total number of references, 373 
were disposed of by the Registrar and the Official Referee and their Assistants. 

I'he Second Assistant Registrar examined 78 accounts 8ubmit.to<l by 
Receivers appointed by this Court, and the Fifth Assistant Registrar examined 
72 accounts. . 


Proclamations 
under section 
287. 


Appeals from 

Original 

Jurisdiction. 


Small Cause 
Court reference. 
Transfers from 
the Calcutta 
Court of Small 
Causes. 


167. During the year the Registrar settled the proclamations of sale by 
the Sheriff in the ordinary course of execution in 42 cases, in all of which it 
was found necessary to examine witnesses. Ho also settled 39 conveyances 
and inquired into tlie sufficiency of sureties in 37 cases uttdor the Civil Proce 
dure Code, and in 267 matters in which adujinistration bonds wore executed. 

168. The number of appeals from the Original to the Appellate Side of 
Court pending at the commencement of 1906 was 23, and 56 new appeals were 
profe'ried during the year. Of these appeals, 29 were dismissed for default 
and 39 were decided; the decrees of the Court of First Instance were affirmed 
in 32 cases, reversed ill 0, and modified in 1. Eleven appeals remained un¬ 
decided at the close of the year, including one pending more than a year, 

169. At the commencement of the year no such reference was pending, 
and none was mudo during the year under review. 

170. Twonty-niiie eases transferred from the Calcutta Court of Small 
Causes under 6ec,tion 39 of the Presidency Small Cause Court Act were pend¬ 
ing at the commencement of the year, rnd during the year 14 applications 
under that section wore made to the High Court for transfer to that Court. 
All the applications were granted. Of the 43 cases for disposal, 2 were decreed 
and 3 dismissed after trial, 1 was decreed ex-parto, 1 was decreed on confession, 
1 was comiiromised, 1 was wltiidrawn with leave, and 7 were dismissed for 
default. The remaining 27 oases were pending at the close of the year. 
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’ Six applications under section 022 of the Code of Civil Procedure to call 
for records from tlio Calcutta Court of Small Causes were pending at the 
commoncement of the year, and 8 such applications were made to the High 
Court daring the year. Of these, 4 applications were refused, in C cases the 
rule was discharged, and in 2 the records were called for and the High Court 
directed a re-hearing by the Calcutta Small Cause Court. Two cases wore 
pending at the close of the year. 

171. The number of cases pending in the Insolvency Court at the com* Insolvency 
mencement of the year was 228, and the number instituted during the year was cases. 

251. Of the 479 cases for disposal, 272 wore disposed of, the adjudication 

being sot asido or superseded in 62 cases', and the insolvents obtaining relief 
in 210. Of the persons who sought relief in the cases disposed of, 136 were 
tmders within the meaning of the Insolvency Act, 99 woi-e private por-sona, 
and 37 were persons employed in public and other offices. 

172. There were also disposed of during the year 30 applications for Miscellaueous 

ad interim protection, and 855t applications of a miscellaneous character. applications. 

173. For the hearing of original suits and upi)lic!ition8 one Judge sat Duration of 
alono for 29 days, two Judges sat separately and simultaneously for 51 days, sittings, 
and three Judges sat separately and simultaneously for 129 days. The Insol¬ 
vent Court engaged the time of one Judge for 30 days. Appeals from the 
Original Side occupied a Bench of three Judges for 30 daj s, and a Special 

Bench of five Judges for 5 days. 

174 No appeals from the Original Side were pending from the previous Appeals to tb: 
year, but three were admitted during the year. The transcript record in Privy Conneii 
these cases was in couise of preparation. 

175. The receipts and exjmnditure of the High Court on the Original Receipts and 
Side during 1906 wore Ks. 7,31,700 and Rs. 4,1 l,b20 respectively. Expenditure. 

170. The number of bills taxed during the year was follows:— Taxing office. 

Between Party and Party ... ... ... <>71 

„ Attorney and Oliont ... ... 295 

The Couvt-fees for taxation during the year amounted to Rs. 18.3;i7. 

This sum is also included in the item “ Other fees realized by means of stamps.” 

II .— C/vi7 Courts in the JMiifimal Subordinate to the High Court. 

177. Tho district of Champtinin *\vas removod from the Judfresbip of Jurisdiction 
Saran and included within the local limits of the Court uf District Judge of 
Muzaffarpur; and the district of Darbhanga was removed from tho jurisdic¬ 
tion of the District Judge of Muzaffarpur and constituted anew District Judge- 

ship. The changes in both cases took effect from tho 1st March 1906. 

The Indpur outpost, subordinaic to thaua Katra, in tlic district ol 
Bankura, whjeh had •been transferred to the Sadar Munsifi of Bankura m 190u, 
was re-trausferred to the local jurisdiction of tho Munsif of Katra. 

178. The number of suits instituted in 1900 was 412,801, an increase of Original suitt 

22,840 and 9,186 on the figures of 1904 and 1905, respectively. instituted 

The increase occurred in title and money fuits to the extent of 12 7 and 
2T respectively. There was a slight decrease in the institutions of rent suits. 

The number oi title suits instituted was 55,055 against 48,887 in 190r3. 

The total value of suits instituted in 1906 amounted to Rs. (>,59,23,756, 
showing a decrease of about six croros on the total for 190:>. The difference 
is accounted for by tho institution of a suit valued at. six crores in thu 
Champaran District in the previous year, for the recovery of the Bettiah Raj. 

179. In all the districts, with the exception of Midnapore, Darhlianga, Local 
Shahabad, Birbhum, the 24-Pargana8 and Burdwan, there was an increase in distribution, 
the number of suits instituted in 1906. Tho decline in Midnapore and Shaha- 

bad, which occurred chiefly in rent suits, is partially explained by the fact that 
a large number of such suits had been instituted on behalf of certain estates in 
the previous year. In Darbhanga the decrease may be ascribed to local condi¬ 
tions, as floods and scarcity prevailed during part of the year under revievv in 
that district. In Birbhum, the 24-Pargaous and Burdwan the decrease call: 
for no notice. 

Jessore, with institutions numbering over 48,000, again occupies the first 
place, the number of rent suits (28,808) instituted in the district being tlm 
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largest in the Province. The district of the 24-Pargana8, whore the numW 
of suits instituted was over 41,000, is second in order. In the latter district the 
number of money suits (18,809) was, with the exception of Cuttack, the largest 
in the Province. In no other district did the suits instituted during the year 
reach 40,000. 

In Midnapore and Bhagalpur institutions were between 30,000 and 40,000; 
(j:hc great number of these were rent suits. The largest number of title sui):B 
were instituted in tlio former district. 

Institutions were between 20,000 and 30,000 in the districts of Nadia, 
Hooghly, Cuttack and Murshidabad; and between 10,000 and 20,000 in 
Burdwan, JluzafFarpur, Purnea, Saran,’Uarbhanga, Birbhum and Bankura. 

In Sbuhabad, Uhota Nagpur and Patna institutions were between 6,000 and 
10,000. Gaya, with 3,023, continues to show the lowest number of institutione. 

180. The majority of suits instituted were, as usual, for small sums, as the 
following figures show 


Not exceeding 


Its- 

Suits for raonoy 
and • 

movoaLloB, 

Suits tioder 
tho 

Root Law. 

Title 
aud other 
suitsi 

r 10 

IS,659 

56,509 

90,988 

3,065 

J 50 

1 100 

78,481 

13,700 

29,542 

28,313 

10,738 

L500 

25,1 ;i7 

19,152 

20,245 

le not stated 

2,964 

2,001 

7,307 

Total 

154,783 

202,963 

55,056 


In suits for money or moveables 62‘7 per cent., and in rent suits 75'6 per 
cent., were for sums less than Rs. 60. 

In suits under the Rent Law 98 per cent, were for realisation of arroars of 
rent. Of the suits classified as the title suits, 50'4 per cent, were mortgage 
suits, 3(>’6 for immoveable property, and 4‘9 for specific relief. The suits 
whicli come under this head represent in value nearly two-thirds of the total 
litigation of the province. All the 34 suits instituted during the year, which 
were valued at over a lakh, were title suits. ' 

181. In addition to the 412,801 suits instituted during the year and the 
70,191 suits pending trial from the'previous year, there wei-o 11,341 suits 
revived, or received on remand or review during the year, making a total for 
disposal of 4,94,333. 

The number of suits disposed of was 4,20,856. Tho number was in excess 
of that for 1905 by 11,020, and of that of 1904 by 20,463. 

Of tho total disposed of, 396,643 were disposed of by Munsifs, 11,283 by 
Subordinate Judges, 12,477 by Small Cause Court Judges and 453 by District 
and Additional Judges. 

182. In the suits disposed of during the year, plaintiffs were unsuccessful 
in 86,466 cases, or 20'5 per cent., of which 60,233 were dismissed for default 
in 71,121 cases, or 16‘9 per cent., a corapromiso was effected; and plaintiffs 
wore successful in 263,269 cases or 62'6 per cent. 

Of the 71,193 suits decided on contest, 57,531, or 80"8 per cent., resulted 
in favour of ])lainti£fs, and 13,692, or 19‘2 per cent., in favour of defendants. 

183. The proportion of applications for retrial to tho number of cases 
whiqh were dismissed for default, or in which decrees were made ex-parte, was 
8’7, the numbers being 22,065 and 254,398, respectively. The applications 
were successful in 10,571 cases, or 47’9 per cent., the proportion being slightly 
smaller than in the previous year. 

184. The suits disposed of by Munsifs were 9,723 more than in the last 
year. The increase is under both contested and uncontested suits, being 1,434 
and 8,289, respectively, on the figures of the previous year. 

The average number of suits disposed of by each Munsil employed through¬ 
out the year was 2,292. Disposals under the Small Cause Court procedure 
formed 26*3 per cent, of tho total. 

The numbei of cuntestod suits disposed of by Munsifs in 1906 was 64,880 
or ]6'3 per cent, of the total. The average number of contested suits decided 
by each Mnnsif was 375. In suits under the ordinary procedure disposed of by' 
Munsifs, the percentage of those contested was 17’7, and in suits under the 
Small Cause Court procedure, 12-5. 
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• The number of cases decided by Munsifs under the ordinary procedure 
exceeded that of 1905 by 2,738. 

185. The number of original suits disposed of by Subordinate Judges in Suits disposed 

1906 was 11,283, an increase of 777 on the figures of the previous yoar.^ The 2^?^ . 

increase was in cases decided both under the ordinary procedure and in the 

exercise of Small Cause Court powers, and occurred chiefly in uncontested suits. ® 

The number of suits decided under the ordinary procedure was 5,070, and und^ 
the Small Cause Court procedure 6,213; of these 44*4 per cent, and 21 per cent., 
respectively, were contested. 

186. The Provincial Small Cause Courts disposed of 12,477 original suits, Suits disposi 

of which 2,684 were contested. ’ ciSe cSu?t 

Judges. 

* 187. The average duration of suits (contested and uncontested) decided Averi^e 

during the past year by the several grades of courts is given in the following duration of 
statement:— cases. 


Suits disposed 
of by Small 
Cause Court 


Under ordinary proce¬ 
dure. 

Under Small Cause 
Court procedure. 


Contested 

Uncontested 

Contosted 

Uncontested 


District 

Subordinate 

Munsifs* 

Small Cause 

Judf^ea. 

JudKOB* 

Court Judges. 

Days. 

Days. 

Days. 

Days. 

... 181 

296 

156 


... 112 

170 

84 


• • * • • • 

60 

57 

53 


4i 

37 

41 


The results show an increase in the duration of contested cases before 
District Judges. A considerable reduction was, however, effected in the courts 
of Subordinate Judges. The comparison, as regards Munsifs, is, on the whole, 
favourable. 

188. The number of suits ponding at the close of the year was 70,126 as Pending suits, 
against 70,191 in the previous year. The decrease, though slight, is notable in 

view of the increased number of institutions. 

Of tho pending cases, 700 had been pending for more than a year, 4,811 
for more than six months, and 26,843 for more than three months The flgurcs 
show a decrease, as compared with tho two preceding years, in tho number of 
suits pending for more than a year. The improvement is, however, entirely 
due to the figures for tho Munsifs’ Courts, as the other Courts show 32 more 
suits pending for over a year than in the year 1905. Of the suits pending over 
one year, 290 wore in the Courts of Mtftisifs, and 410 in the Courts of District 
and Subordinate Judges. 

The number of suits pending over a year was largest in Bhagalpur (161), 
which district beaded the list last year also ; Darbhanga (118) ; Hooghly (63); 
the 24-ParganaB (61); and Patna (40). 

The increase in the number of long pending suits in Bhagalpur is 
unsatisfactory, especially in the case of the superior courts, in view of the 
fact that an extra Subordinate Judge was employea in the district throughout 
the year. There was, however, a considerable increase of institutions in this 
district. In Darbhanga the increase is partially explained by the fact that 
in a large number of cases the proceedings had been stayed by the orders 
of the High Court. In Hooghly there was a congestion in nearly all classes 
of work in the superior Courts. 

189. There were 71,319 applications for execution of decrees pending from Execution 
the previous year, and 298,741 such applications were made during the year, proceedings. 
Realisation was complete in 112,633 cases and partial in 66,746. In 110,471 

cases proceedings were returned as infruotuous, and 67,261 remained pending 
at the close of the year. The total amount realised in Courts other than Small 
Cause Courts was Rs. 1,61,51,401. 

Debtors were imprisoned in 187 cases, moveable property was sold in 
6,034 and immoveable in 52,421. 

190. The number of miscellaneous cases of a judicial nature instituted rose Miscellaneous 
from 53,734 in 1905 to J7,136; the number disposed of from 53,360 to 56,007, cases. 

and the number pending from 13,098 to 13,637. Of tho cases disposed of 
.23,370 were withdrawn, compromised or confessed; 15,159 were decided 
€x-parte; and 18,078 were contested. Of the total number of applications 
disposed of after contest, 51*8 per cent, were granted. Of tho pending eases 
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78 had been pending more than a year, of which 48 were in th^ 24>ParganaB. 
The relative proportions of tbo above figures show no noteworthy fluctuation. 

The miscellaneous cases of a non>jadioial nature instituted during the year 
were 14,823 in number. Of these, about two-thirds were applications for the 
deposit of rent. Disposals numbered 15,433, and the pending file fell to 1,878. 
Too number of applications for the deposit of rent was highest in Hooghly 
(1,241), Muzaifarpur (1,094), Bhagalpur (870), Birbhum (810), the 24<Parganas 
^16), JoBsoro (651), Midnapore (644), and Shahabad (573). There was a slight 
increase iu the number of cases of this class instituted in 1906. 

II.—Calcutta Small Cause Cmrt. 

191. The number of suits instituted and decided in the Presidency Court 
of Small Causes during 1906, and the number pending at its close, was 21,578, 
22,451, and 2,454, respectively. Both institutions and disposals show an 
appreciable increase on the previous year’s figures; and the number of pending 
suits was less than in 1905 by 51. 

The increase in institutions was chiefly in suits of lower value. There 
was a slight increase in suits valued at over Ks. 500. The number of suits 
above Rs. 1,000 fell off from 654 to 625. 

The total value of the litigation in the Presidency Small Cause Court 
was Bs. 35,58,117 during the year, as against Bs. 33,41,258 in tbo preceding 
year. 

The average duration of contested and un contested cases in the year under 
review was 48*4 and 42*3 days, respectively, shewing a perceptible increase 
over the figures of 1905. The increase in respect of contested oases is 
attributed to the failure of the Registrar to exercise due discretion in granting 
adjournments. The increase in the duration of uncontested cases has not been 
satisfactorily explained. The chief reason assigned is that a large number of 
suits were instituted during the year, in which the defendants being resident 
outside the local limits of the jurisdiction of the Court, more time was occupied 
in the hearing of the cases. 

192. Of the 22,451 suits disposed of during the year, 1,558 were dismissed 

for de&iult. or want of prosecution or were with¬ 
drawn with leave, 17,545 were decided without 
contest in the-manner shown in the margin, 3,345 
were decided after contest or upon reference to 
arbitration, and in three the plaint was either 
rejected or returned. 

Of the 2,454 suits remaining under trial at the close of 1906, 53 had been 
pending for more than throe months, against 14 so pending at the close of the 
precoditfg year. 

193. Of the 33,507 applications lor the execution of decrees dealt with in 
the Presidency Small Cause Court, of which 803 were pending from the 
previous year, 32,591 were determined and 916 remained pending at the close 
of the year. Of the latter, 299 were more than three months old. Of the 
applications disposed of, 26,866 resulted in whole or partial satisfaction of the 
decrees granted, 3,543 were returned as wholly infructuous, and 2,182 were 
transferred to other courts. 

The total amount realised was Bs. 9,42,127, as compared with Bs. 8,13,891 
in the previous year. 

194. In order to enforce the execution of decrees, imprisonment was 
resorted to in 90 cases, and sale of moveables in 1,297. These figures are 
greater in both cases than in 1905, and the^ inereas^ number of oases in 
which the sale of moveables was ordered is noticeable. 

APPELLATE JUBISDIOTION. 

/.—Hyh Court. * 

195. Under section 15 of the Letters Patent, there were 56 appeals filed 
during the year, and 23 were pending at its commencement. Of the total, 68 
were decided, and. 1 If remainea pending at the close of the year. The number 


ComjnroxDiied ... 0,618 
Decreed on confetiion 8,823 
Decreed ex^parte 7,086 

Dismiflaed exaparit ... J8 


Total ... 17,645 
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of>«])|)ealB disposed of was seventeen less tlian in 1905. Of the number 
undecided, only one was pending for more than a year. One hundred and 
twenty-seven Third Appeals were filed during the year, and 31 were pending 
at its commencement. Of these appeals, 72 were decided, and 86 remained 
pending at the close of the year. 


Cbap. m. 
psomcTios. 


II.—Appeals fiom ike Sutordinaie Civil Courts. 

196. The number of First and Second Appeals from the Decrees and ^peals t6 the 

Orders of the Provincial Courts High Court 
as Courts of Original and 
Appellate Jorisdiction, respec- Soh^inate 
tively, which came before the®®’’”®* 

Hi^h Court and were decided 
during the past year, is shown 
in the margin. The figures 
include appeals from the Courts 
of the Province of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam. The insti- 
tions of First Appeals from 
Decrees and Orders, and of 
Second Appeals from Decrees 
and Orders, were, respectivelv. 

32, 5, 150 and 27 less than in 1005. ^ 

197. The number of Second Appeals from Decrees decided is fewer than Appeals 

that of 1903 by 1,145; while tbo disposals of First Appeals from Decrees and 

Orders, and Second Appeals from Orders, exceed the disposals of 1905 by 8, 

88, and 63, respectively. ^ The large decrease in the disposals of Second 
Appeals when compared with the figures for 1905 is due to the fact that in that 
year an Additional .Judge sat continuously. 

198. At the close of the year, there were ponding 1,323 First Appeals, of Appeals 
which 961 were from decrees and 362 from orders, and 3,078 Second Appeals P^^ding. 
of which 2,966 were from decrees. The total is less than the numbers pending 

at the close of 1905 and 1904 by 880 ai\d 2,532, respectively. 

199. Of the 624 appeals from Original Decrees decided during the year, Hesults of 
199 were uncontested, being dismissed on default, withdrawn or compromised! Appeals. 

Of those decided after contest, 275 •decrees of the Lower Courts were 
confirmed, 69 reversed, 53 varied, and 28 remanded. 

Of the 3,114 appeals from Appellate Decrees, 142 were uncontested, and 
889 were dealt witn under section 551 of the Civil Procedure Code. Two 
thousand and eighty-three were heard and determined, with the result that 
1,564 decrees of theXiOWfir Courts were affirmed, 129 reversed, 62 varied and 
328 remanded. ’ 

Of the 698 appeals from Orders decided during the last year, 105 were un¬ 
contested, 124 were dealt with under section 551 of the Civil Procedure Code 
and 469 were decided after trial. Of the last, 330 orders of the Lover Courts 
were affirmed, 73 reversed, 17 varied, and 49 remanded. 

The following table shows the result of appeals decided by the High 
Court as affecting District Judges and Subordinate Judges:^ 


IfiBoellaneoas sppeala... 


_AFFI RMID. MODIITBD OB HlVBBfilS. 

Dirtriot Subordioato Siitrict 

Jadgu. Sadgtft JadgM, Judgaa. 

116 169 43 79 

824 740 81 110 

178 152 67 an 


• 

Fending 
at the 
end of 
1905- 

Prefer¬ 

red. 

Decided. 

Banding 
ai the 
end of 
1906. 

Fibbt Appbaxb. 





From Deereei 

From Orders 

1,086 

460 

490, 

287 

624 

876 

961 

862 

Sbcond Appbals. 





FromDaorees 

From Orders 

8,681 

164 

2,409 

271 

8,114 

828 

24)66 

112 

Total 

6,281 

8,666 

4,486 

4,401 


200. At the opening of the year 18 appeals to the Privy Council were Appeals to the 
under preparation for despatdi to England, and 48 were pending for orders. Privy Council. 
One himdred and eleven new appeals were filed during the year. Of the total 
for disposal, 37 were struck off or compromised, 14 were despatdi to England, 
wd 126 appeals——! of 1902, 31 of 1905, and 94 of 1906—were pending at 
the close of the vear. Of the pending appeals, 34 were under preparation for 
despatch to England at the close of the year. 

1)4 
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201, The results of 6 appeals to the Privy Council were received during 
the year. ^ The decisions of the High Court were affirmed in 4 instances, and 
reversed in 2. 


HI.—Appellate Courtt StAordimte to the High Court. 

202. There were 12,194 appeals instituted in 1906—an increase, as 
compared with the previous year, of 1,064. 

Of the number instituted in 1906, 5,379 were in title suits, 5,260 in rent 
suits, and 1,555 in suits for money or moveables. The number shows an 
increase in all the three classes. 

The number of appeals valued at sums below Rs. 10 and between Rs. 10 
and Rs. 50 was 1,303 and 3,574, respectively. The total value of the appeals 
instituted in the Subordinate Courts in 1906 was Rs. 25,24,903, being more 
than the total of 1905 by over two lakhs. 

The number of cases in which an appeal lay, decided by Subordinate 
Courts during the year, was 52,222; and the proportion of appeals instituted 
to appealable decisions, excluding appeals from decisions of Revenue Officers, 
was 22'7 per cent. The highest percentages were 40 in Chota Nagpur, 35*1 in 
Gaya, 32*6 in Cuttack, and 32*1 in Patna; and the lowest was 12*6 in Pnmea. 

The number of appeals instituted in 1906 was larger than in the previous 
year in fifteen districts and smaller in four. The largest increases were in 
Cuttack (291), Pumea (190), BurdwaR (173), the 24-Pargana8 (156), Muzaffar- 
pur (120), Chota Nagpur (109) and Jessore (^106); and the noticeable decreases 
were in Darbhanga (282) and Patna (116). In the remaining districts, the 
variations were less than 100. 

203. The number of appeals decided (12,427) was smaller than in 1905 
by 395, but was in excess of the number preferred. The decrease in disposals 
was in the Courts of District and Additional Judges, while in those of Subordi¬ 
nate .Judges there was an increase of 678, compared with the previous your. 

The general decrease in disposals was spread over seven districts, the 
largest being in the 24-PargaDas (831), Nadia (539), Da^'bhanga (337), Gaya 
(139) and Patna (110). The fall in disposals in the 24-ParganaB is explained 
by the fact that during the greater part of the year, there was only one 
Additional Judge in the district whose time was occupied by Sessions and Land 
Acquisition work. In Nadia the decrease is in some degree explained by the 
fact that a large number of appeals disposed of in the preceding year were 
analogous. The explanations given in the case of the other districts have been 
consid^ered by the Court in reviewing the district reports, and the necessary 
orders have been passed. 

204. There were 5,246 appeals pending at the close of the year, the 
number«being 248 more than at the end of 1905. 

The number of appeals pending for more than one year was farther reduced 
during the year, there being at its close 90, as compared with 137 in 1905 and 
541 in 1904. The steady reduction in the number of appeals pending over one 
year is a matter for satislactioD. 

205. The result on the decisions of the Lower Courts of the appeals 
decided during the year was as follows:—In 6,935 oases, or 55*8 per cent, of 
the whole, the judgment of the Lower Court was affirmed; in 1,213 cases, or 
9*7 per cent., it was modified; and in 2,065, or 16*6 per cent-, it was reversed. 
The relative proportions of the above figures call for no explanation. Seven 
hundred and fifty-five appeals were remanded, and 1,459 were either not 
prosecuted, or dismissed for default. 

206. There were 2,287 miscellaneous appeals instituted during the year, 
and 2,388 were disposed of, 440 remaining pending at the close of the year. 
The number pending is 65 less than that of the previous year, but a further 
reduction in tne pending files of this class of appeals is desirable. 

207. Notwithstanding the reduced staR and consequent falling off in dis¬ 
posals on the Appellate Side of the High Court, the pending file was appreciably 
smeller than that of the preceding year. The appointment of the Additional 
Judge of the High Court sanctioned in 1904 was continued, but Uie servfces 
of the full staff of Judges were not available throughout the year. The 
working of the gubordinate Courts was marked by a still further increase 
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in the institutiopB of original Buits; and it is a gratifying feature that the 
disposals increased to such an extent that the pending file was smaller than 
that of the preceding year. The increase of institutions, coupled with the 
falling off in disposals, resulted in an increase of the appellate arrears of the 
Subordinate Courts. Tho smaller outturn of appellate work was due to the 
fact that owing to an increase of criminal work, District and Additional 
Judges devoted less time to Civil work. The number of days spent bj^ District 
and Additional Judges on Civil work during the year under review wal 
2,561, or 76 and 158 days less than in 1905 and 1904, respectively. 

208. The Courts of 14 Subordinate Judges and 76 Munsifs were inspected Inspection, 
by District Judges during the year 1906, The District Judges of Burdwan, 

Gaya and Shahabad did no inspection at all. This is very unsatisfactory, 
ej^pocially in the case of Burdwan, where no inspection was made in the 
previous year, and the matter has been brought to the notice of the officers 
concerned. In Hooghly, Darbhanga, the 24>Pargaiias, and Chota Nagpur, the 
number of inspections was inadequate. 

209. The receipts of the* Civil Courts for the year under review amounted Beceipts and 

to Rs. 84,57,151, an increase ofCw^softhe 
In the High Court (o) 8,62,M9 Rs. 1,93,667 on those of the previous 

lu other Courts (a) i.iH,»75 year, and the charges to Rs. 42,51,177, an 

Total 4 , 71 , 804 * increase of Rs. 1,41,'.i04 on those of 1906. 

Including the amount realised on account 
(a) Th.-figure, «ro lor the flniinoi.iye«i»09.07. of duty* On Probates, otc., there was a 

profit to Government from Civil litigation of Rs. 42,05,974, or Rs. 52,463 
more than in 1905, and exclusive of the item referred to, the surplus amounted 
to Rs. 37,34,170. 

Details of the receipts and changes are as follows:— 


Ekceipts. 



Rs. 

T , 1 Procees fees 

In stamps — | Other fees 

In cash or special | ,,,4 Comparing fees ... 

Btamps. (Other receipts ... 

• •• 

• • • 

• • f 

16,79,187 
63,31,718 
1,770 
."i,39,517 
2,04,959 

• 

Total 


84,57,161 

• 




Salaries of Judicial Officers 

;;; 

Copyists’ fees 

Contingenoies and refunds 

• 

• • • 

• a# 

■ • • 

• •• 

• •• 

19,60,844 

3,94,964 

12,78,170 

2,77,781 

8,39,918 


Total 


42,61,177 


The increase in receipts was due to the rise in the volume of litigation. 

The increase in expenditure was chiefly under the head “Establishment,’' 
being over a lakh and a quarter more than in the preceding year. 

SONTHAL FARaANAS AND ANGUL. 

210. The total number of suits instituted was 15,464, of which 8,789 were Sonthal 
money suits, 6,759 rent suits and 916 title suits. These figures represent total Pafganas. 
increase of 2,005 suits, or 14*9 per cent, over the total for the preceding Justice, 
year. 

211. The total number of regular suits disposed of (excluding those tran- Results of 
ferrod to the Settlement Courts) was 14,687 against 12,937 in 1905. Tho suits, 
increase in the number of suits is duo to the introduction of stricter supervision 

and management in some estates, and to a wish to anticipate the revisional 
settlement proceedings in some cases. Out of the above number, 3,535 cases 
were disposed of witho&t trial and 365 were referred to arbitration. Out of 
the balance, 28 per cent, were contested against 33*2 per cent, in the previous 
year. There was an increase of 2 per cent, in the number of applications for 
execution. 



Otoap. m, 42 BENGAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT. [1906-1907. 

yp0 3f»PT 10B. 

Appeals. 212. ' The number of appeals foil from 669 to 603, and ia^6r9 per cent, of 

cases the original decrees were upheld. 

The new Civil suit rules worked generally eatisfactcrily. 

Angnl Civil. 213. During the year 1906, 420 Civil oases wore msposed of and 15 

appeals were filed. The average duration of contested cases was 47 days and 
of uncontested cases 32 days. 

•' Registration. 

[Stfitiatioal retorns with explanatory note of the Begiatration Department in Bengal, 1906; Statistics 
of British India, Part II.—Oommercial and Part IX.-^Adminiairatiye and General. 

Beorganization. 214. Under the scheme of reorganisation of the Begistration Department, 
which bad been introduced with effect from 1st October 1905, sanction was 
given in the year under review to the payment by Government (1) of tbe 
salaries of the permanent clerical establishments of Sub'Rogistrars graded under 
the scheme, (2) of the remuneration of the extra establishments entertained by 
them at times of heavy presentations, [3) to the supply of stationery free of 
cost to such Sub-Registrars, and (4) of the cost of remittance by them of 
Registration fees to the Treasury, 

Number of 215. The total number of registrations of documents affecting immove> 

documents. able property, moveable property and wills increased from 793,231 in 1905 to 
922,712 in 1906, i.e., by 16 per cent. 

The total income of the Depai-tment increased from Rs. 10,12,966 in 1905 
to Rs. 11,73,545 in 1906, i.e. by 16 per cent. 

The total expenditure increased from Rs. 5,21,355 in 1905 to Rs. 5,89,628 
in 1906, j.e., by 13 per cent. 

The increase in the income was due to the increase in the number of 
regiatmtions, and the increase in expenditure was due (1) to some of the 
changes under the scheme of reorganisation mentioned in paragraph 3 above; 
(2) to the payment of salaries of the 5th grade Sub-Registrars and probationers 
with effect from Ist October 1905, and (3) to the payment in 1906 of salaries 
of the establishments of graded Sub-Registrars for tne last quarter of 1905. 
Bnrdwan 216. Registrations increased in 1906, as compared with 1905, in all the 

Division. districts of the Division. In Burdwan^ Birbhum and Midnapore the increases, 
17 per cent. 14 per cent., and 12 per cent., respectively, arc ascribed to the high 
prices of food-grains and to the operation of Act VI of 1904 (an Act further 
to amend the Transfer of Property Act, 1882). In Burdwan the settlement of 
ghatwati lands, and in Birbhum the growth of trade in the larger towns owing 
to the prospect of opening of anew railway, contributed to the increase. In 
Midnapore perpetual leases increased by 33 per cent. It is reported that some 
holders of dthatter lands, being unable to sell them legally, granted perpetual 
leases pn handsome premia, reserving nominal annual rents. 

Presidency 217. In all the districts of the Division, the total number of registrations 

Division. increased in 1906, as compared with 1905. In the 24-Pargana8 the increase 

(21 per cent.) is ascribed to the steady expansion of registrations in conse¬ 
quence of the gradual development of the district and its resources, such as the 
reclamation of the forest and waste lands, etc. In this district, as elsewhere, 
high prices for food-grains prevailed, and it is said that there was an unusual 
demand for land among the cultivators of jute, who have found such 
cultivation more profitable than that of paddy and other food-grains. The 
number of mortgages registered in 1906, as compared with 1905, increased by 
32 per cent, owing to the operation of Act VI of 1904, 

In Jessore the increase (14 per cent.) was due to the damage done to the 
crops of 1906 by floods, and it is reported that on the whole the condition of 
the people was not prosperous. In Murshidabad the increase (14 per cent.) 
was due to high prices, resettlements of estates, operation of Act VI of 1004, 
and to the growing demand for leases of plum trees for the cultivation of lae. 

It is reported from Khulna, whero the increase (6 per cent.) was not so 
marked as in the districts named above, that the oultivation of jute is exten¬ 
sively carried on and land is in great demand among the raiyats, an experience 
simimr to that of the 24-Parganas. 

Patna Division. 218. In the four north^ Gangetic districts of this Division, Darbhanga, 

Muzaffarpur, Saran and Chaniparan, registrations increased remarkably by 53 
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per'cent., 41 pot cent., 21 per cent,, and 43 per cent., respectively, in 1906, as 

compared 'with 1605. In all these districts excessiTe floods and the untimely 

cessation of rains led to the failnre of the principal ctojm. In Darbhanga, the 

great pressure of registrations at the Sadar office from October to the of the 

year had to bo relieved by the opening of two temporary joint offices. In the 

three south Gangetic districts of Patna, Hhahabad and Gaya, better conditions 

prevailed, but the stress of high prices was felt, the result being a consideirable,, 

rise in registrations in each district. _ ^ _ 

219. Registrations increased considerably in all the districts of the Bhagalpur 
Division. The largest percentage of increase (34 per cent.) occurred in Division. 
Bhagalpur, the northern portion of which’ was seriously affected by floods. 

In the Sonthal Parganas, the increase (26 per cent.) is ascribed to the 
pVtial failure of crops, scarcity of food-grains, and the recognition of sales of 
land in Pakaur and Dumka in the course of the settlement operations. The 
growth of the industry in lac in the subdi'vision of Pakaur also contributed to 
the increase. 

220. Registrations increased in all the districts of the Division and prices Onssa 
of food-grains ruled high owing to excessive exports. It is reported from DiTision. 
Cuttack that a large number of merchants from Calcutta, Madras and else¬ 
where openod depots in the interior of the district for tho export of grains, and 

the raiyats failing to resist tho temptation of getting ready money parted with 
their grains. 

221. In all the districts of the Division except Palaman (in which there C^l» Nagpur 
was a small decrease of 5 per cent.) registrations increased. The largest per- Di^iBion. 
centage of increase (18 per cent.) occurred in the district of Ranchi. The bulk 

of the increase came from leases fur terms of years, which increased by 26 per 
cent, in 1906 as compared with 1905, on account of the approaching settlement 
operations. Perpetual leases, on tho other band, decreased by 26 per cent, 
owing to the operation of section lOB of the Chota Nagpur Landlord and 
'Tenant Procedure Act, I of 1879, as amended by Act V (B.C.) of 1903. The 
decrease in Palaman was due to a large fall in the number of registrations in 
tho experimental office«t Latihar. In Manbhum, registrations remained almost 
stationary in 1906, as compared with 1905. In Hazaribagh, mortgages increas¬ 
ed by 22 per cent, on account of the operation of Act VI of 1994, which made 
tho registration of deeds of mortgage of value less than Rs. 100 compulsory. 

222. The number of Companies exiting at the close of the year was 446 Working of 
with an aggregate nominal capital of Rs. 86,03,66,700 and an aggregate paid-up Indian 
capital of Rs. 17,54,04,519, agaiust 4.09 Companies ■with a nominal capital o£"®“P*“*** 

Rs. 23,96,81,609, and a paid-up capital of Ks. 17,30,96,647 existing at the 

close of the year 1905-06. There was thus a decrease of 13 in the number of 
Companies, and an iucrease of Rs. 2,06,75,100 in the nominal capital, and of 
Rs. 23,07,872 in the paid-up capital. 'The decrease in the number of Cotiipanies 
is mainly due to the fact that 72 Companies, with a nominal capital of 
Rs. 60,08,400 and a paid-up capital of Rs. 38,50,615 whose registere<i offices 
arc situated in the new Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam were transferred 
to the Registrar of Joint-Stock Companies of Eastern Bengal and Assam under 
orders of the Government of Bengal, Nos. 1380-81P.—D., dated the 11th July 
1906. One Company, limited by guarantee was also transferred to the 
Registrar of Joint-Stock Companies, Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

There were 73 new Companies registered daring the year under report, 
of which two wound up their business during tbo ^ear. Therefore 71 new 
Companies 'with a total nominal capital of Us. 2,73,62,500 and a paid-up capital 
of Rs. 6,22,400 were registered against 45 Companies with a nominal capital 
of Rs. 2,01,08,500 and a paid-up capital of Rs. 18,27,800 registered during 
the previous year. Of these 32 were Tra^ng Companies and 20 Coal 
Companies. 

Sixty-nine Companies increased their capital during the year. Of these 
six Companies increased their nominal capital only. Fifty-seven Companies 
increased thaw paid-up capital only and six Companies increased both tbeir 
nominal and paid-up capitals. The registration of a large number of coal as 
well as Trading Companies indicates considerable commercial activity. 

One Native Provident Society, with a nominal capital of Rs. 10,000, was 
registered during the year. 
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Twelve Companies, having an aggregate nominal capital of Rs. 36,46,000 
and a paid-up capital of Ks. 31,38,225, ceased to work during the year. 

223. Tne following Societies were registered during the year under Act 
XXI of 1860 

(1) National Council of Education in Bengal; (2) Society for the pro¬ 
motion of Technical Education in Bengal; (3) Behala Hitakari 
Sahha; (4) Sasipada Institute; (5) Bangadeshiya Kayastha 
Sahba; (0) Calcutta Diocesan Seamen’s Mission; (7) Silpa 
. Samili. 

The fees realized during the ‘year were Rs. 22,262-12, and the 
expenditure amounted to Ks. 983, leaving a nett revenue of Rs. 21,279-12 to 
the credit of Government as against Rs. 14,149-10-6, being the net revenue .of 
the previous year. 

224. There were 39 marriages registered during the year under review ae 
against 32 in the previous year. Twenty-six marriages were registered in 
Calcutta, two each in Howrah, Hooghly and 'Hazaribagh and one each in 
Burdwan, Midnapore, Khulna, Bhagalpur, Batna, Cuttack and Balasore. There 
were 19 Marriage Registrars under the Act, besides 24 ex-officio Marriage 
Registrars. Of these only 12 Marriage Registrars and ex-^cio Marriage 
Registrars registered marriages during the year. The ages of the bridegrooms 
ranged from 20 to 40 and those of the brides from 14^ to 41 years. Four 
widows, whoso ages ranged from 18 to about 27 years, were re-marriod. 

225. As in the previous year, Act I (B.C.) of 1876 for the voluntary 
registration of Muhammadan marriages and divorces was in force in 18 districts. 
The number of offices at work at the close of the year under review was the 
same (121) as during the preceding year. The office at Bundu in the district 
of Ranchi was abolished during the year under review and its jurisdiction 
distributed between the offices at Ranchi and Lohardaga. The total number 
of ceremonies registered during the year was 3,852 against 3,695 in the previous 
year, showing an increase of 157, or 4*2 per cent., most of which occurred in 
the district of Khulna. Excluding 31 offices in which there was no work, 
registration took place in 90 offices, and the average number of registrations in 
each office was 43 in 1906-07, against 40 in the previous year. 


Municipal Department a&d Local Self-Government. 

[The Beports from the CommisBionerR of DivisionB oil the working of Municipalities in Bonfzal (exetpt 

Calcutta) during the year I906>07 : Statistios of British India, Pari VIII,—Local Funds.] 

226. The number of Municipalities in the Province during the year 
under Review was 128, as in the preceding year. 

227. The percentage of total collections on the current demand rose 
from 96*46 to 97*1 at the close of the year, the outstanding demands being 
only 4*9 per cent, of the total current demand. There was a marked 
improvement in this respect in the Chota Nagpur and Patna Divisions, where 
the percentage of collections on current demand rose from 95*9 to 100*2 and 
99*9, respectively. Twenty-four Municipalities, as compared with 13 in the 
previous year, collected cent, per cent, or more of their current demand. The 
best results were obtained in the Municipalities of Uluharia, Arrah, Chaibassa 
and Hajipur. In the 10 towns Arambagh, Titagarb, Garulia, Jagdispur, 
Lalganj, Sitamarhi, Roserha, Kurseong, Deogbar and JDaltonganj, there was 
nothing outstanding at the close of the year. The percentage of total 
remissions on current demand also fell from 4*27 to 3*5, the highest 
percentage being shown in the Bhagalpur and the lowest in the Orissa Division. 
The total outstanding balance was Rs. 1,62,910, as compared with Rs. 1,78,944 
in 1905-06. 

228. General elections of Commissioners were held in 52 Municipalities, 
which were successful in all cases, except in one, ward each in the South 
Suburban and Baruipur Municipalities in the Presidency Division. In those 
cases Commissioners were appointed by Government under section 16 of the 
Act. The majority of tho elections were contested, and the percentage of 
attendance of persons entitled to vote varied between 91*7 in Ward No. lY 
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of the Jainagar Muoicijialiiy in the Presidency Division and 1'5 in Ward 
B of the Monghyr Municipality. On the "whole, there was no indication 
of a decline of public interest in Municipal affairs. 

229. The total number of meetings held was 2,077, of which 146 were Attendance at 
adjourned, against 2,138 meetings in 1905-06, of which 177 were adjourned. Meetings. 

The largest number of meetings was held by the Municipalities of Oossipore- 

Cliitpur (43) and Kalna (39). Twenty municipalities failea to hold one meeting 
a month on the average, and at Baranagar only seven meetings were held. 

The average percentage of attendance of Commissioners was 55*71, against 
53*55; while in 89 Municipalities, as. against 78 in 1905-06, an average of 
more than one-half of the total number of Commissioners attended at each 
meeting. Tho highest percentage of attendance was obtained at Bazar (88*8), 

Baidyabati (85*6), Bihar (83*7), and in the South Suburban Municipality 
(80*0). The attendance was bud at Patna (38*7), Khulna (38*2), Jangipur 
(•38*8),, Giridih (28*6), Chatra (28*5) and Mahoshpur (7*8). 

230. The rate on holdings is levied in 48 Municipalities, and in certain Assessment and 
portions of the Bhadreswar, South Dum-Dum, Gamlia, Bihar, Bottiah, Taxation. 
Darbhanga and Deoghar Municipalities. The Municipal Commissioners of 

Arrah have resolved to take advantage of the proposed revision of the 

i icrsonal tax during the current year to ascertain carefully the valuation of 
loldings with a view to estimating the financial effect of the proposed change 
from the tax on persons to a tax on holdings. Famine operations absorbed 
the attention of the local authorities at Darbhanga, and the question has 
not yet been considered in that town. The rate on holdings was levied at 
less than the maximum rate allowed by law in 13 towns. Of tho 
special rates, tho latrine-rato was levied in 91 towns, the water-rate in 13 
towns which are provided with a supply of filtered water, and the lighting- 
rate in the towns of Howrah, Cossiporo-Chitpur, Maniktala and Darjeeling 
only. 

The incidence of Municipal taxation for the whole Province was 
He. 1-5-11, showing an incroaso of 10 pids per head over that of the 
previous year. I'ho incidence varied between Rs. 8-15-11 per head in 
Darjeeling and As. 4-6 in Debhatta in the district of Khulna. 

231.^ Assessments were revised during tho year generally or partially in Revision of 
•OO Municipalities. Among those towns in wMch a general revision took placo, assessment, 
substantial increases were obtained in the following:— 


Namo ol Municipality. 

Bhagalpur 



Increase of revenue. 

Rs. 

... 12,667 

Bernarapore 

• • t 

• » « « 

... 8,822 

Bhatpara 

• •• 


... 6,008 

Monghyr ... • 


• •• • 

... 5,425, 

Budgo-Budgo *... 



... 4,880 

... 3,892 

Bhadreswar 



Tollyganj 



... 8,566 

South Suburban 


• • • n 

... 3,248 

Gaya 

• • ■ 


... 3,000 

Patna 

• •• 


... 2,985 


232. A ligbting-rate was* for the first time imposed in the Municipalities presh imposts 
of Cossipore-Chitpur and Maniktala. The Hackney Carriage Act was extended levied dunng 
to the towns of Budge-Budge and Satkhira and to the area recently added the year. 

to the Garden Reach Municipality. Part IX of the Act was extended to 
the towns of Barb and Siwan ana to the remaining portion of the Tollyganj * 
Municipality. Fees under section 261 for licenses granted for special trades 
were introduced in the MuoioipalitieB of Khulna and Jajpur, and, in the 
case of brick-kilns only, at Arombagh. At Vishuupur, fees for licenses for 
pig-styes were levied under section 265 of the Act. 

233. The total receipts of the Municipalities, including the opening income and 
balances, amoimted to Rs. 61,91,760, against Rs. 57,25,680 in the preceding expenditure, 
year. Tho increase occurred under the following heads:—Taxation 

(Rs. 1,38,000), Grants Rs. (46,000), Deposits Rs. (1,24,000) and Opening 
Balance Rs, (1,71,000). The total expenditure was Rs. 51,41,568, against 
Rs. 47,83,868 in 1905-06. The more important variations are explained 
in the paragraphs relating to expenditiire below. 
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234. The aggregate closing balances amounted to Rs. 10^50,202, against 
Rs. 9,42,312 in the previous year. The inclusion of unspent balances of 
loans or grants from Government accounts for this increase in most cases, 
but the large balances in Titagarh, Maniktala, Bhagalpur, Patna, Ranchi and 
Bhatpara might probably have been considerably reduced. A sufficient working 
balance was generally maintained, but in Baduria it fell to Rs. 46 only. 

INCOME. 

235. Excluding the receipts undpr “ Extraordinary and Debt,” the total 
revenue receipts amounted to Ks. 42,46,298^ against Rs. 40,31,221 in the 
preceding year. The bulk of the increase was contributed by the Chota 
Nagpur Division. 

236. The net receipts from this tax, after deducting refunds, amounted 
to Rs. 29,276, against Rs. 27,901 in 1905-06, showing an increase of Rs. 1,375. 
The tax is levied only in the Sambalpur Municipality. 

237. The total revenue showed an increase of Rs. 66,604 as compared 
with the previous year. The increase was shared by all the Divisions, the 
improvement being most marked in the Municipalities of Gaya (Es. 6,950), 
Bhagalpur (Rs. 4,955), Monghyr (Rs. 4,112), Cossipore-Chitpur (Rs. 3,273) and 
Muzaffarpur (Rs. 2,507). The increase in Gaya resulted from the realisation 
of arrears of tax due on the railway premises and better collection of the 
current tax. In MuzaSarpur it was duo to tho realisation of arrears of the 
previous year. There was a marked decrease in Burdwan, which is attributed 
to the non-realization of taxes on account of objections to the revised 
assessment. 

238. The receipts show an increase of Rs. 7,424 over those of the 
preceding year. The increase in Kishanganj (Rs. 2,399) is attributed to the 
larger number of carts that ply witliiu tho Municipality on account of the 
extensive jute cultivation in tho locality. 'J'he tax was levied for tho first 
time in the Katihar Municipality, and brouglit in an income of Rs. 084. There 
were also increases in the Presidency, Patna and Burdwftn Divisions, due in 
some cases to closer supervision, and in others to tho registration of a larger 
number of carts which found employment owing, it is said, to the heavy exports 
of rico. 

239. The receipts under this head are made up of tolls on roads in 
Sambalpur and the income from ferries in 31 Municipalities. Tho receipts 
from ferries rose from Rs. 90,943 to Rs. 1,08,851, the bulk being contri¬ 
buted by the Patna Division (Rs. 14,447). I'ho improvement in tho Patna 
and Muzafiarpur Municipalities (Rs. 10,511 and Rs. 2,393, respectively) 
is reported to have been due to better settlements. 

246. This tax was in force in 13 Municipalities, as in the previous year. 
Tho total revenue showed an increase of Rs. 13,.’341, tho most notuteable 
improvement being obtained ^in the Municipalities of Bhagalpur (Rs. 3,164), 
Berhampore (Rs. 2,927) and Arrali (Rs, 2,144). The increase in Bliagalpur 
and Berhampore was due to revision of assessment during tho year and to 
better collections; that in Arrah is attributed to better collections of both arrear 
and current demands. 

241. This rate was levied for the first time in the Municipalities ot 
Cossipore-Chitpur and Maniktala, and brought in an income of Rs. 3,123 and 
Rs. 74, respectively. The rate is levied in two other Municipalities only, 
namely, Howrah and Darjeeling, whore the income derived was Rs. 56,07.'i 
and Rs. 45,390, respectively, as compared with Rs. 55,788 and Rs. 38,456 
in 1905-06. The increase in Darjeeling is due to the supply of additional 
electric current to private persons. 

242. The revenue under this head increased by Rs. 39,010. The improve¬ 
ment was general, but was most marked in the Presidency (Rs. 14,312) and 
Patna (Rs. 10,913) Divisions. Among Municipalities the increase was largest 
in Cossipore-Chitpur (Rs. 6,752), Garden Reach (Rs. 4,847) and Darbbanga 
(Rs. 3,695). In Cossipore-Chitpur it is ascribed to the revision of tho 
scale of fees, and in Garden Reach and Darbhanga to the levy of the ratl^ 
in added areas. The Kamarhati Municipality showed a large decline 
(Rs. 3,150), due to remissions granted to the local jute mills on account of 
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their septic tank Retaliations. It is disappointing to notice how little income 
is obt^od by the Municipalities in this Province from their trenching grounds, 
and the disposal of refuse and sweepings. In some Municipalities in other 
provinces, large sums are realised from this source. ^ This indicates not only 
benefit to the Municipalities but also the utilization of a valuable aid to 
agriculture. In this Province this important matter' is practically neglected 
aUogether. , 

243. The income from this source shows an increase of Rs, 46,379, Grants from 
due mainly to increased contributions from Local Funds, and also to Provincial and 
grants from Government for plague prevention and other medical purposes. Funds 
The increase occurred in the Patna Division (Its. 88,498), Presidency.. .. 
Division (Rs. 27,905) and Orissa Division (Rs. 2,355); while in the 
Bhagalpur, Burdwan and Chota Nagpur Divisions there were decreases of 

Rs, 52,337, Rs, 17,661 and Rs. 2,381, respectively. The grants from 
Government amounted to Rs. 2,02,450, from Local Funds to Rs. 1,35,011 and 
from other sources to Rs. 1,30,008, against Rs. 2,07,346, Rs. 1,04,600 and 
Rs. 1,09,144, rospeetivcly, in 1905-06. 

EXPENDITUEE. 

244. Under this head there was an increase of Rs. 19,474, while tho Office and 
percentage of such expenditure on total ordinary expenditure was 9‘4, against Collection 
10‘2 in the previous year. The largest decline in the percentage was in the ^sta-hlkhment. 
Ohota Nagpur Division, where it fell from 13‘2 to 10'7, wliile there was a rise of 

1 per cent, in the Burdwan Division. Taking individual Municipalities, the 
percentages varied between 27*1 in Gobardanga, in the 24-Parganas, and 2’9 in 
Motihari, the head-quarters of tho district of Cbamparan, where the percentage 
was affected by unusually heavy expenditure incurred on the local hospital 
building during the year, 

245. Most of the expenditure under this head (Re. 30,644) was, as in Prevention of 
former yeai’s, incurred by the Municipalities of Howrah, Cossipore-Chitpur, fire. 

Mauiktala and Gardbn Reach, which contributed towards the cost of the 

tJalcutta Fire Brigade. The Darjeeling Municipality spent Rs. 20,245 on tho 
Fire Brigade established for that town dtiring the year. 

246. The total expenditure foil by Rs. 8,882. The towns of Howrah Lighting, 
and Darjeeling show a decrease undbr’this head of Rs. 8,732 and Rs. 11,034, 
rcBpoctively: in the rest of the Province Ibere wak a slight increase. 

247. The aggregate expenditure under this head shows an increase Water-supply, 
of Rs. 97,488, which occurred almost entirely under capital outlay, 
maintenance charges remaining practically stationary, and which was shared 

by the Municipalities of Maniktala (Rs. 55,593), Tollyganj (Rs. 7,000), 

Khulna (Rs. 9,473) * and Gaya (Rs. 31,000). At Maniktala and Khulna 
tho water-supply has been further extended. At Tollyganj works for 
the supply of filtered water from the Calcutta mains have been constructed. 

The administrative approval of Government has been conveyed to a scheme 
for installing water-works at Gaya at an estimated cost of Rs. 6,30,000; 
subscriptions amounting to about two lakbs of rupees liave been raised 
locally for the purpose, and a contribution will be made from Provincial 
Revenues towards tho cost of the scheme. An important scheme of water- 
supply for the Municipality of Monghyr at an estimated cost of Rs. 3,46,715 
has also been prepared, and it is hoped that the inception of the work may not 
bu long delayed, as the town has sulTered much from outbreaks of disease in 
recent years. Schemes are also under preparation for Puri, Serampore, Jessore 
and Kurseong. 

248. The Sanitary Board have reported generally that the management of Reports by 
Municipal water-wosks installations in the Province has been satisfactory. Sanitary 
The Howrah Municipality has maintained its high record, examination of 

the water supplied having shown that it is of excellent quality, while the cost of • 

supply was only I'l anna per 1,000 gallons, which is the lowest in the IVovince. 

Arrah returns the highest cost, viz., 5*1 annas per 1,000 gallons, but this is chiefly 
due to the small quantity of water delivered from the works as compared witn 
other towns. The average daily supply at Howrah was 1,925,377 gallons; 
and the number of new house-cooueotions made during the'year was 215, 
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bringing the total number to 4,011. In Burdwan, where one portion of the town 
is served, the supply of water was abundant. The sohenie for the extension of 
water-supply to the portion of the town lying on the other side of the Banka 
river, which runs through the Municipality, is still under the consideration of the 
Commissioners. At Berhampore the administration of the water-works showed 
further improvement, and the cost of maintenance was reduced from Rs. 16,845 
fn 1905-06 to Rs. 13,297, which was more than met by the receipts fropi 
the water-rate. The Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal, made a special enquiry 
in regard to the assertion that the introduction of the filtered water-supply 
had produced no efi'ect on the mortality of the town. Ho reports that there is 
no doubt that the supply of pure wator has diminished the incidence of deaths 
from water-borne diseases, such as cholera, dysentery, etc., but that it has 
caused no appreciable reduction in the mortality from fever, nor is it likely to 
have such effect until a proper drainage scheme is carried out, in order to carry 
off the large volume of waste water, which now sinks into the soil and tends 
to maintain the damp and humid conditions so inimical to health. A com¬ 
prehensive scheme for the improvement of the drainage of the town is now 
under consideration. . 

249. The expenditure rose by Rs. 1,81,635 under capital outlay and by 
Rs, 4,939 on account of maintenance charges, most of the increase under 
the former head being due to the construction of drainage works for the 
southern foreshore area of the town of Howrah. These works were in 
progress during the year, and a scheme for the drainage of the northern 
foreshore area was under preparation. Titagarh showed an increase of 
Rs. 6,444, which represented a portion of tho cost of the drainage scheme 
which is to be completed during the current year. A comprehensive 
scheme for the drainage of the Burdwan Municipality has been prepared. 
The Cossipore-Chitpur scheme has been revised, and the Maniktala scheme 
is also under revision in accordance with tho instructions of the Sanitary 
Board. Drainage schemes for several other Municipalities in the 24- 
Farganas district are read}’ or in course of preparation. Levels were 
taken of the municipal area of Bettiah with a viotv to the preparation 
of a drainage scheme, and a complete scheme for tho town of Monghyr is 
being drawn up under tho supervision of the Assistant Sanitary Engineer. 
A survey has been made of the town of llazaribagh for a similar purpose. 
The question of improving tho drainage of the Bhagalpur Municipality was 
under the consideration of the Sanitary Board. A scheme for the improvement 
of the drainage of the town of Puri at an estimated cost of Rs. 2,29,838 has 
received tho sanction of Government since the close of the year. The 
Municipal Committee intend to undertake at present the most urgent parts 
of the /Miheme at an estimated cost of Rs. 1,25,000, towards which Government 
has, in view of tho importance of the place as a centre' of pilgrimage, sanc¬ 
tioned a grant of Rs. 75,000 from Provincial Revenues. It is evident that 
attention is being widely given to these most important subjects of water- 
supply and drainage. 

250. There was an increase of Rs. 67,079 in the expenditure under this 
head, which was shared by all the Divisions, except Burdwan, where the 
expenditure declined by Rs. 6,410. The increase was marked in the 
Presidency, Patna and Bhagalpur Divisions, where it amounted to Rs. 89,616, 
Rs. 15,595 and Rs. 11,558, respectively. The Commissioners of the Presi¬ 
dency and Bhagalpur Divisions report that due attention was given by 
the Municipalities to this important branch of Municipal administration. 
The Sanitary Commissioner also reports that Municipal conservancy arrange¬ 
ments are steadily improving, and that almost all Municipalities now have 
proper trenching grounds, most of which are cultivated as a means for 
restoring the purity of tho soil. 

The four biological filters installed in the Howrah Municipality disposed 
of nearly 25,000 gallons of offensive sewage daily, and continued to work 
satisfactorily. The conservancy tramway line to Belgachia has much faci¬ 
litated the disposal of night-soil in this Municipality. The improvement of two 
bastia was completed and five more have been taken in hand, 276 bighas of 
insanitary iaati land having been dealt with daring the year. The septic tank 
in the Muzaffapur Municipality has not proved altogether satisfactory, 
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and* Governmeyt has sanctioned a grant of Rs. 1,000 from Provincial 
Kevenues for further improvements in the installation. A sewage and septic 
tank soheme for Darjeeling received the administrative approval of Govern¬ 
ment after the close of the year: the scheme is estimated to cost Rs. 1,80,000, 
but for the present only the section intended to serve the llhutia iasii is to 
be proceeded with experimentally; and the cost of this will be borne by Govern¬ 
ment. The experience that will be gained should prove of tho greatest value 
when the remainder of the scheme is taken up. , '' • 

251. Tho gross expenditure as shown in the accounts increased by Hospitals and 
Rs. 81,573 : the increase is mainly due to the construction of a new hospital Dispensaries, 
building at Motihari (Rs. 29,029), ’the equipment of the hospital at 
Berhampore (Rs. 17,581) and the extension of the Pilgrim Hospital at 

Gaya (Rs. 10,352j. Deducting the contributions from Government and 
other sources, the interest on investments for medical purposes, and the 
income from ‘'Fees and revenues from medical institutions” during 1906-07, 
the total not expenditure on hospitals from Municipal Revenues amounted 
to Rs. I,64,b25, against Rs, 1,99,444 shown in the' Annual Dispensary Report 
for the calendar year 1906 as the net grant from Municipal Funds for that 
year. 

252. There was an increase of Rs.’ 25,516 in the outhiy under this Pl^us chaiges, 
head, in many of the towns in Bihar the year was marked by severe 

outbreaks of plague. Liberal grants were made from Provincial Revenues 
towards measures adopted to combat the disease. The bulk of the expendi¬ 
ture (Its. 64,706) was incurred in the Patna Division, where the Patna and 
Jagdispnr Municipalities contributed Rs. 11,774 and Rs. 17,247, respectively, 
towards plague measures. 'Fho expenditure on this account in the Presidency 
(Rs. 14,254) and Bhagalpur (Rs. 14,973) Divisions was also considerable. 

253. The expenditure was practically the same as in 1905-06, The total Vaccination, 
number of children available for vaccination during the year was 53,863, of 

whom 47,016, or about 87‘3 per cent., wore successfully vaccinated. 

264. The expenditure shows a large decline of Ks. 32,197, which is mainly Markets and 
accounted for by a decrease of Rs. 4,500 at Howrah, Rs. 10,8.33 at Slaughter- 
Chapra, and Rs. 8,973 at Puri. At all these places heavy charges were 
incurred in the previous year on original works for the improvement of tho 
local Municipal markets. 

255. There was a decrease of Rs.*50,331 under this head. The expen- Public Works, 
dituro on the maintenance of roads declined in the aggregate from Rs. 5,01,857 

to Rs. 4,48,463, whilst there was a small increase under the head “Stores.” 

There was a decrease of Rs. 23,874 at Howrah; but it is repoited that this is 
more apparent than real, as certain of the contractors did not submit their 
bills for road-repairs in time to be paid during the year. The expenditure 
also declined largely in the Municipalities of Darjeeling (Rs. 7,293), Bhagalpur 
(Rs. 6,293), Arrah (Rs. 4,236), Chapra (Rs. 3,724) and Gaya (Rs. 3,604). 

In Darjeeling tho expenditure on roads was curtailed in view of the unsatisfac¬ 
tory condition of the Municipal finances. Delay in tho collection of road 
metal accounts for the decline at Bhagalpur, while at Arrah the decrease is 
reported to have been due to tlie fact that certain roads had been metalled 
in the previous year. The decrease at Chapra is not explained. As regards 
Gaya, considering the requirements of the town and the general state of the 
roads, the drop in the expenditure is not satisfactory. 

256. The outlay under this head rose by Rs. 9,565. Tho expenditure Public 

on primary education amounted to Rs. 80,317, which represents 3* 18 per cent. Instruction, 
of the ordinary income of the Municipalitios, against 3 per cent, in 1905-08. 

As in tho previous year, the percentage was highest in the Orissa Division (4'1) 
and lowest in Burdwan (2’5j. The low figure in the latter Division is duo 
to the small percentage (i’6) of expenditure on primary education in the 
Howrah Municipality. Taking the Province as a whole, the prescribed standard 
of 3*2 per cent, was almost attained. 

257. Thirty Municipalities were in debt at the close of the year, and Loans, 
after excluding^ the sum of Rs, 1,11,839 on account of the accumulated 
balances of the diuking Fund for the repayment of debenture loans, the total net 
indebtedness amounted to Rs. 36,24,915, The loan liabilities of Howrah alone 
amounted to Rs« 20,89,217, Five new loans were sanctioned during the year. 
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Tho Howrah Municipality drew one lakh .of rupees out of a new loan of 11 lakh 
for widening the roads on which the oleotrio tramways are to be laid, and also 
drew the second instalment ot one lakh out of a proTions loan made for 
drainage works, Darjeeling received Bs. 30,000 for the extension of eleotrio 
lighting, and Rs. 15,000 for a fire-brigade and for the water-works in the town. 
Ranchi obtained a loan of Rs. 11,000 for the construction of a gola in the 
municipal market, and Khirpai Hs. 1,000 for an office building. Titag^rh 
drew the second instalment of Jts. 35,000 of the loan sanctioned for drainage 
works. 

258. The Act was in force in Darjeeling and Kurseong only. In the 
latter town there were seven prosecutions and one license was cancelled. In 
Darjeeling no case was instituted under the Act: it is remarkable that there has 
been only one prosecution in this municipality during tho last two years. 

259. 'i'ho Commissioner of tho Burdwan Division has specially brougbt'to 
the notice of Government the efficient manner in whicti the municipal administra* 
tiun of tho important town of Howrah was conducted during the past year. The 
percentage of the total colloctions on the current demand remained much the same 
as last year, the figures being 97‘3, as compared with 97*5; the outstanding 
balance was reduced from Rs. 9,019 to Rs. 7,014; while the percentage of total 
remissions ou the current demand fell from 5*2 to 2*9. These figures are most 
satisfactory. Tho i-evised valuation, which was completed at the close of the 
year, raised the taxation from all sources by Rs. 2,13,000, and was carried out 
with great caro in tho face of considerable opposition and agitation. Tho 
objections raised against tho revaluation wore all very fully dealt with in 
this Government Resolution No. 123GT.—M., dated tho 2ad October 19U7. 
There can bo no question that tho value of many of the holdings in the 
town has largely increased, and that many had been greatly undervalued 
in the past. Uowiuh is a growing town, and it would havo been impossible 
to meet the rapidly-increasing demand for improved roads, sanitation, lighting 
and water-supply with a nearly stationary income. Tho Commissioner’s report 
shows that with tho income availablo in 1900-1907 important progress has 
already been made. More than a lakh has been spant ou widening and 
improving roads, and nearly half-a-lakh on the construction of certain portions 
of the sanctioned drainage sclieme, which is being gradually carried out as funds 
permit; the number of lights has been incroased, and tho conservancy staff 
has been strengthened. A third extension of the water-works, which is 
estimated to cost Hs. 42,904, has been sanctioned by Government since the 
close of tho year. Tho increase in the resources of tho Committee expected 
from the now assessment will, it is hoped, lead to a higher standard of road 
maintenance and conservancy, the extension of the lighting and water-supply, 
tho creation of new markets and public couvuniouces, and the completion of the 
drainage of tho town. 


THE CALCUTTA MUNlCIPALITr. 

[Report on tho Municipnl Adiuluiatration of OitloiittK for 1906-07, Statistics of British India, Part VIII— 

Loc»l Funds.] 

260. The past year has been marked by great activitity and considerable 
progress in every branch of the administration of this municipality. The two 
great pending schemes, that for remodelling and increasing tho water-supply 
and the general Calcutta Improvement scheme, wore under consideration. 
The former has been generally approved of by the Government of India, and 
tho detailed plans and estimates are approaching completion. The outlines of 
the Improvement scheme, as laid down ia the despatch of the Government of 
India in July 1905, were considered, especially as regai’ds the financial aspect 
of the case, and the views of the Corporation were submitted to the Government 
of India, 

It was proposed to sell the Town Hall to Government, but the matter was 
dropped mainly owing to the difficulty of finding a suitable site and of finanmng 
the construction of a new building. 

261. The Corporation held 56 meetings. A time limit in epeeches has 
been adopted. New Rules pf Business came into force on Ist January 1907. 
The average attendance of Commissioners improved from 28 to 34 per meeting. 
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■ The Generftl Committee held 51 meetings, with an average attendance of 
10 members. It also appointed 16 Sub-Committees who held 107 meetings and 
did much useful work. 

The Standing Committees continued to do useful work, and i'l consequence, 
the Corporation had to appoint only 17 Committees against 36 in the previous 
year. 

262. The receipts of the year amounted to Rs. 70,96,984 and the^evenue 
expenditure to Rs, 73,64,041. About 3 lakhs of this was non-tecurring^i^ds. 
expenditure. The actuals approximated fairly to the budget, and balancing 

of recurring receipts against recurring expenditure leaves a small surplus of 
Rs. 4,429. Grain compensation allowance appears for the first time in the 
accounts, and Rs. 1,47,000 was expended under this head; the increased 
cost of establishment is about one lakh, mainly due to the employment of 
additional labour. 

263. The opening balance was over 14 lakhs; nearly 13 lakhs were Loan 
borrowed and nearly 2 lakhs “^ere received from the sale of land. Out of this Funds, 
total of 29 lakhs, 20 lakhs wore spent chiefly under the following heads—trunk 
water mains, suburban drainage scheme, footpaths and gowkliana. 

In future, the proposed date of flotation ol loans as well as the amount 
must be sanctioned by the Government of India. The Port Commissioners have 
submitted a representation on this matter jointly with the Corporation. 

The legal borrowing capacity of the Corporation is at present about 159 
lakhs. The liability on loans already raised is over 395 lakhs. 

264. The gross assessed valuation of the city rose by 7f lakhs during the Valuation and 
year and now stands at Rs. 2,90,96,633, In 1897 it was Rs. 2,04,16.541 and Assessment, 
in 1887 Rs. 1,42,25,226. The re-assessment of Wards 11 to 14 gave an 

increased valuation of nearly 24 per cent. Various improvements have been 
introduced in matte3‘8 of detail in this department. In view of the rapid rise 
in the value of land, the Corporation favours leasing sites rather than selling 
them. The survey of the “ added area ” is finished and it is proposed to make Surveys, 
accurate maps of each district and to record clianges promptly on the old maps. 

265. The percentage of collection on the gross current demand reached Collections. 
96*69. Only 20 distraints and five sales took place. The system of bonuses 

for the collecting staff on all collections over 95 per cent, is working well. A 
complete audit of the income of this Department has now been established, and 
it should render quite impossible defalcaftions such as that of nearly Rs. 17,000 
last year, which the Collector and tho bailiffs had to make good. 

266. The income from licenses increased by Rs. 33,284 to Rs. 8,96,000, Licenses, 
which is a record. Collections have improved considerably, concurrently with 

a marked decline in coercive measures, thanks to some simple administrative 
changes. 

267. During the past three years over 4J miles of roads have been opened Bustees. 
up through congested areas, and 2| miles of these roads have been sewered. 

Persistent pressure on the owners has had its effect. The Corporation 

hats spent Rs. 1,63,000 on improvements, and care is taken to align properly 
new bustee sites. 

268. The big scheme for tho overhead reservoir and for a daily supply of Water-supply, 
filtered water amounting to 32 million gallons has been already noticed. 

Meanwhile tho supply has been changed from intermittent to constant in tho 

town proper; and an extousion of two years has been granted to complete the 
furnishing of a continuous supply in the added area. Special measures are 
being taken to check the waste of water, which is about 23 per cent, of the supply. * 

269. About 13 miles of mains were laid in the added area to provide a Unfilterod 

flush ior the new sewers and other improvements have been effected. wa^rr. 

270. In April 1906| the Ballygunge puuiping station was formally opened. Su^Airbau 
This enables the whoje of the sewers east of Tolly^s Nullah to be brought into Brainags. 
use, thus draining an area of 2,500 acres, with over 30 miles of roadside drains. 

The whole of the new city outfall works have been taken over from the con¬ 
tractors. They have proved thoroughly satisfactory, and storm water is now 
very rapidly carried away. It is hoped that the syphon under Tolly’s Nullah 
will soon be completed, as on it depends the sewerage of Alipoie and 
Kidderpore. Up to the close, of the year, over 68 lakhs of rupees wero 
expended on this great drainage scheme. 

x 2 
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271. A sum of nearly 6 lakhs was expended on new reads and improve¬ 
ments in those existing, on flagging footmths, laying kerbs, constructing 
channels and two bathing platforms. Conncu House Street was widened, the 
land being given free by Government. 

On road repairs, about 4f lakhs were expended. The ^neral question of 
the best material for Calcutta streets is being considered. There is a strong 
.opinion in favour of wood paving. 

The Tramway service is extending rapidly, new lines serving the Circular 
Road and diamond Harbour Road having been opened. 

272. The arrangements have bee)i improved by the introduction of a 
double service in throe districts, and a continuous service, to some extent. A 
daily quantity of 1,250 tons is dealt with ; this is 20 per cent higher than last 
year’s figure. The Eutally incinerator worked fairly well, but is still only 4in 
experiment. 

273. During tho year 312 now incandescent gas lamps have been erected 
in the place of oil lamps. Tho present contract .for lighting expires in 1911, 
and now tenders have already been called for. 

274. The birth-rate as recorded was only 17'7 per mille and tho death-rate 
35’7 per millc on the 1901 census figures. It seems about 10 per cent, of births 
escape registration. Infant mortality is still extremely high, and for this, bad 
feeding is mainly responsible. Cholera killed 2,504 and small-pox 2,905. 
Plague accounted for only 2,606 against 6,890, the annual average for the pro¬ 
ceeding four years. Dysentery, diarrhoea, tuberculosis and meningitis also took 
their toll. Calcutta is still comparatively immune from malarial fever in compari¬ 
son with the districts generally, its death-rate from this cause varying from 3’ 1 
to 5'8 per millo according to the month. The adjoining districts have monthly 
death-rates varying from 11 to 24 (Ot-Parganas), 7 to 23 (Howrah) and 20 to 
49 (Nadia). 

275. The income from tho Sir Stuart Hogg market rose to Rs. 2,65,107 and 
further expansion is anticipated. Extensions and iiuprovemeuts at un 
estimated outlay of ten lakhs (nearly) have been sanctioned. 

276. The number of cases tried rose from 8,967 tft 11,133 and tho fines 
from Rs. 52,036 to Rs. 55,670. There were 37 appeals, and tho Magistrate’s 
order was reversed in ten cases only. * 

277. A sum of Rs. 35,000 was contributed to the Campbell Hospital, and 
some land urgently needed for extensfoil of the hospital was given up by the 
Corporation, a suitable plot adjacent to the workshop being given in exchange. 

Schools, primary and technical, received Rs, 19,485 from tho Corporation; 
the allotments were based on the average dally attundanco. Contributions 
equivalent to tho rates leviable from them were given to certain institutions in 
addition, and this brings the whole amount thus devotod to educational pur¬ 
poses up to Rs, 33,085. A grant of its, 1,375 was made* to free libraries and 
reading rooms. 

Theso grants are made irrespective of all other aid given to the same 
institutions. It has been proposed that the Corporation should assume com¬ 
plete control of primary education, a sufiicient grant being given by Govern¬ 
ment to meet the expenditure. 

278. Considerable improvements have been effected of late on these. All 
the first class vehicles are rubber-tyred, and it is expected that soon all the 
second class vehicles also will have rubber tyres. The horses or ponies still 
require considerable improvement. 

The Legal, Secretary’s, Printing and Building Departments were in full 
activity and did very useful work. By delegation of authority in the Building 
Department, plans are sanctioned more rapidly ; and by improved supervision 
of the construction of buildings, deviations from the sanctioned plans are 
detected at an earlier stage. 


The Puri Lodgiug-house Act, *1906-1907. 

279. The Act was extended during the year to some additional areas 
within the Jaipur subdivision of the district of Cuttack, Elsewhere the Act 
was in force in the same towns and areas as in the preceding year. 
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' 280. Tha numbor of lodging-housea lioonscd was practically the aamo aa Extent of 
in 1905-190d, but the number of persona for whom accommodation was 
provided increased from 60,630 to 66,322. In the town of Puri, although the Number of 
number of licensed lodging-houses fell from 730 to 694 and licenses were licensed 
temporarily suspended on the recommendation of the Health Officer in 127 lodging-houses, 
cases, the number of persons accommodated rose from^ 20,098 to 23,186. In 
1902-1903 the number of licensed lodging-houses in the town of P'^ri was 
1,8^, and the decrease which has occurred in past years is very noticeable! 

It is probably largely due to the fact that many moro pilgrims now visit the 
town by rail and return homo at once. The Car festival was attended by 
about 70,000 people. 

i!81. The income of the lodging-house funds, excluding the opening Financial 
halance, increased from Rs. 80,740 in 1905-1906 to Ks. 83,^24, wbUe the 
expenditure fell from Rs. 82,456 to Ks, 44,218. The reduction in expendi¬ 
ture is most noticeable in tlio towns of^ Gaya and Puri. In the imrmer 
the decrease amounted to Hs. 22,632; this is due to the fact that all surplus 
funds are at present rese^ed for contribution towards the cost of the Gaya 
water-works scheme, as it is considered that the chief need of pilgrims visiting 
Gaya is a good and plentiful supply of drinking-water. In Puri, the decrease, 
amounting to Rs. 15,978, was due to the fact that less expenditure was incurred 
under the heads Original Works and Contributions. The accumulated balance 
at the credit of the Puri fund will, it is hoped, be available as a contribution 
to the drainage and water-works projects which it is proposed to carry out in 
that town. The closing balance for all the funds amounts to Rs. 68,470, and 
includos the unexpended loan of Rs. 8,000 made by Government during the 
year to the Deoghur Lodging-house Committe, and the sum set apart by .the 
Gaya Lodging-house Committee for the water-works scheme. 

282. Two hundred and sixty-soven persons were convicted of offences Offences under 
under the Act, as compared with 447 in 1905-1906, and the amount of fines the Act. 
realized fell from Rs. 9,194-8 to Rs. 4,461. Tlie decrease is general, and 

is doubtless to some extent duo to the fact that Icdging-bouso keepers are 
becoming more familiar with the provisions of the rules, and are more ready 
to observe them. 

283. Tie health of tho pilgrims ^ras generally good thoughout tho year, Health and 
though outbreaks of cholera occurred at Gaya and Puri; in Gaya, th& number General. 

of deaths reported from this cause was 228 against 121 in 1905-1906, and the 
total mortality among pilgrims from w,ll causes rose from 133 to 239; in 
Puri the numbor of deaths from cholera rose from 91 in 1905-1906 to 400, 
the total mortality being 723 as against 443 in 1905-06. Fever and dysentery 
contributed largely to the total mortality, while in Puri 30 persons died of 
smdl-pox. The sanitary arrangements of the lodging-housfes were on tho whole 
satisfactory, and tho*wat6r-supply was good and sufficient. • 

District Boards. 

[The Reports from Commissioners of Divisions on the working of District Roards diirinir the voar 
1906-07; StatistioB of British India, Partly 111.—Local Funds.] ^ 

284. There was no change in tho number of District Boards or Union Constitution of 
Committees during tho year. One new Local Board was constituted in the District Boards.. 
Giridih subdivision in the district of Hazaribagh. 

The number of members was increased slightly in tho case of tho 
District Boards of Birbhum, Bankura, Hazaribagh and Ranchi: otherwise the • 
constitution of the Boards remainod pmctically unchanged. Tho total number 
of meetings hold was 426, against 414 in the previous year: of these, 21 were 
adjourned or proved abortive for want of a quorum. ‘ The District Board of 
Bhagalpur held the largest number of meetings (21), Shahabad and Monghjr 
following with 20 nleetings each, and of the rest, only Hazaribagh, Sambalpur 
and Palamau failed to meet at least once a month. The average attendance at 
meetings (11-5) was i)ractically tho same as in 1905-06. Taking tho numbers 
of mombers into consideration, the Presidency Division shows tho best atten¬ 
dance, while Orissa is somewhat behind the other Divisions in this respect. 

285. The total number of mombers of lA)oal Boards increased from 942 Constitution of 
to 940 owing chiefly to the formation of a now Local Board at Giridih. Tho bocal Boards. 
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Local Boards convened 899 meetinf^Si or 27 more than in the previous year \ 
but twenty-seven Local Boards failed to meet at least once a month, against 34 
in 1905-00, and 122 meetings were adjourned or proved abortive for want of a 
quorum. The new Local Board of Girid^ and that of Govindpur held only' 
four meetings each during the year, while the Northern Zamindari and 
Southern Zamiiidari Local Boards in Sambalpur. held only one and two, 
respectively. There was an improvement in the attendance of both the o£Soial 
and non-official members, the total average attendance being 5*9, against 4*9 
in the previous year. 

286. As in previous years, these Committees were in existence only in the 
Burdwan, Presidency and Orissa Divisions. The aggregate income of the 49 
Union Committees rose from Rs. 15,263 to Rs. 18,582, and the total expenditure 
from Rs. 14,608 to Ks. 19,323. Twenty-four Union Committees expended tl^o 
whole or nearly the whole of the allotment placed at their disposal. The 
Alemari Union Committee in Burdwan and all the £ve Union Committees in the 
Orissa Division incurred no expenditure and did practically nothing during the 
year. With the exception of the Soro Union, no work has been done by these 
Union Committees during the past five years, and they appear to exist only in 
name*. Useful work is reported to have been done by the Union Committees of 
Chanditola, Haripal, Pandua and Bolagoro in the Hooghly district. In the Bill 
to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, 1885, it is proposed to take 
larger powers for Union Committees in the matter of local sanitation, and it 
is hoped that with an increase of powers and responsibilities these bodies will 
evince a greater interest in their duties. 

287. The opening gross credit balance of the year was Rs. 33,33,159, 
and the total receipts of the District Boards from all sources amounted to 
Rs. 72,08,880. The total amount available for expenditure was Rs. 1,05,42,039, 
of which Rs. 75,43,686 were disbursed daring the year. The year closed with 
a credit balance of Rs. 29,98,353. 

288. The table below compares the income and expenditure under the 
main beads of account in the past two years 


Income. 


Frovinoial Rates 

Interest ... ... ^ ... 

Police (Pounds) ... - ... 

Education ... « 

Medical ... ... ... 

Scientific and other Minor Departments 
Miscellaneous ... 

Irrigation—Minor Works and Navigation 
* Civil Works (including Ferries) 
Contributions ... ... ... 

liOSJlS ... ... ... 

Deposits and Advances ... ... 


1S05-M. 

Rs. 

32,54,963 

36,062 

3,15,522 

46,470 

49,179 

17,292 

1,83,630 

6,271 

18,26,565 

8,01,983 


3,65,405 


i»oe.o7. 

Rs. 

32,43,952 

34,692 

3,32,923 

58,994 

50,080 

20,397 

1,32,232 

6,790 

17,38,000 

6,97,394 

1,10,000 

7,84,426 


Total ... 68,93,842 72,08,880 


Expenditoke. 


Administration ••• sea 

Folioe (Founds) ... ... 

Eduoation a«« ••• 

liedioal ... ... ... 

Boientifio and other Minor Depaitmenta 
Superannuation AUowanoo ana Fension 
Stationery and Printing a«. •#< 

MisooUaneoua ... ... 

Famine Belief... 

Minor Works and Navigation 
Civil Works ... 

Coniribotions ... 

Interest on debt 

Debt ... ... 


2,12,717 

24,378 

12,08,900 

3,18,029 

44,624 

45,045 

34,338 

16,607 

2,645 

36,10,384 

42,443 

5,682 

3,43,052 


2,22,906 

26,263 

11,44,153 

3,72,728 

66,422 

31,667 

33,669 

27,661 

2,96,772 

—1,280 

43,77,497 

42,027 

4,486 

9,09,936 


Total ... 59,07,744 76,43,686 
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289. The income^ (Ra. 82,43,952) ahows a decline in the aggregate of FroTinoM 
Bb. 11,011. The large decline in the Patna Diviaion (Rs. 57,283) was due®*!®** 
inaiuly to the decrease in the district of Barbhanga (Ks. 61,647), where short 
collections were made owing to famine. In Oaya the decrease (Rs. 35,793) 

was due to the non-payment of road cess till after the close of the year by the 
T-annas Tikari and Maksudpnr Estates. On the other hand, the realizations ii> 

]ttuzaffarpur increased by Rs. 40,463. 

290. The income from pounds (Ra. 3,32,923) increased in the Divisions Pounds, 
of Patna, Bhagalpnr, Chota hfagpur and Orissa, and decreased in the Burdwan 

and Presidency Divisions, the not lesult being an improvement of Rs. 17,401. 

The increase is most marked in the Bhagalpur Division, where it amounted to 
B^. 14,464, or 14*9 per cent. The larger income is due to better settlements, 
to successful realisation of arrear demands, and to better receipts from the 
sale of unclaimed stray cattle. In the Purnea district thorough enquiry into 
the working of the system \^s made by the District Board during the year, 
with a view to checking abuses and improving tlie collection of pound rents; 
and the results appear to have been 'most satisfactory. The income declined in 
ten districts, the decrease being most noticeable in Howrah (Rs..1,738), where 
it was over 50 per cent, of the total collections, in Nadia (Rs. 1,713) and 
Sambalpur (Rs. 1,159). The decrease in Nadia is reported to be due to the 
short collection of pound rents owing to the unfavourable season and the recent 
floods in that district. 

291. The receipts from school fees (Rs, 58,994) remained practically Education, 
unchanged, the improvement in the income under Education being caused by 

an increase under the sub-head “ tJontributions ” in the Patna and Presidency 
Divisions, which was mainly due to contributions from the public towards the 
construction of Primary school buildings. 

292. The increase in the income under this head by Rs. 3,105 is mainly Scientific and 
accounted for by the special grant of Rs. 2,600 made by Government to the ^her Minor 
Birbhum District Board for the establishment of a fodder farm in connection 

with the dairy estabKshed by the Board. 

293. The receipts under tins head (Rs. 1,32,232) show a large decrease 
of Rs. 51,398. The decline, which whs general throughout the Divisions, is 
chiefly under the sub-head “ Recoveries on account of cost for collecting arrear 
cesses.” The income of the Howrah ‘District Board from its share in the 
profits from the Howrah-Amta Light Rliilway declined by Rs. 2,308, a sum of 
Rs. 5,000 having been set aside out of the profits for the construction of 
feeder roads; while the 24-Parganas District Board failed to credit to their 
accounts within the year the sum of Rs. 12,668, being the profits from Barasat- 
Basirhat Light Railway. .In Nadia the incomo in the previous year was swollen 
by the receipt of Rs. ^,562 on account of the unspent balance in a land acquisi¬ 
tion case. In Patna the rent of land and buildings, which was hitherto shown 
under this head, was transferred to the head “ Civil Works.” 

294. Only two District Boards, viz., those of Jesaore and Hazaribagh, Irrigation 
derived any income from this source. The rent for tho Halifa^c Canal yielded Works 
Rs. 5,700 to the Jessora District Board, and in Hazaribagh a small income of 

Rs. 90 accrued to the District Board as the cost of survey for small irrigation 
schemes in the estate of the Raja of Padma. 

295. The returns show a decrease of Rs. 88,565 under this head, which Ci^R. works and 
occurred mainly under “ Contributions ” (Rs. 63,020) and “ Tolls on forties ” E«ndes. 

(Rs. 20,409). In the Patna and Chota Nagpur Divisions, however, the receipts 
under this head rose by Rs. 65,102 and Rs. 32,682, respectively. The large 
grant from Provincial Revenues for augmenting the resources of District Boards 
was continued during the year, the total amonnt of the grant being fixed at 
Rs. 9,00,000. Tho feoeipte from ferries rose in seventeen districts and fell in 
■eleven. The largest decrease (Rs. 15,115) is returned from the Muzafiarpur 
district; this does not, however, represent an actual decline in the revenue, 
but was due to the fact that the security deposits on account of certain important 
ferries, leased out for three years in the year 1905*06, were credited to the 
District Fund during that year, and that the rents from other ferries were not 
credited in full during 1906-07. The falling ofiE of Rs. 8,248 in Darbhanga 
was due mainly to remissions allowed to the farmers of ferries owmg to the 
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Stoppage of communioations by floods. The decrease of Bs. 3,S(;37 ia Monger 
was due to failure on the part of certain farmers to pay the rent in full during 
the year, and also to the non-receipt ^ from the District Board of Darbhanga 
of the Monghyr Board’s share of receipts from certain ferries managed by the 
latter Board. In Howrah there was a decline of Rs. 3,068, which is more 
apparent than real, as the receipts in the previous year were swollen by the 
pollections of arrears. Better settlements, realization of arrears and the opening 
of new ferries led to increase of revenue in other districts. 

Coutributious 296. This head represents (a) the amount (Rs. 5,95,622) drawn during 
tom Provincial tjjg year on account of the fixed assignment made to District Boards in order 
to Local. ^ establish equilibrium between the income and expenditure transferred to 
the Boards from the Provincial accounts, and (i) sums allotted for the improve¬ 
ment of roads in Government estates, which amounted to Rs. 33,819. Tl^e 
falling off of Rs. 1,04,589, in the aggregate income under this head, as 
compared with the previous year, is more than explained by the fact that the 
services of all Sub-Inspectors of Schools hitherto serving under the District 
Boards were transfciTod to Government towards the close of the previous year, 
and a corresponding reduction was made iir the fixed assignments to the Boards 
on account of the salaries and travelling allowances of those officers. Contribu¬ 
tions from Government for other purposes are shown in the accounts under the 
beads concerned. 

Loans. 297. The District Board of Champaran obtained a loan of Rs. 50,000 

from Government for the repair of the extensive damages to roads caused by. 
floods. The District Board of Muzaffarpur took a loan of Rs. 60,000 for the 
construction of a pontoon bridge at Athar ferry on the Athar Gh&t Road. 
Deposits and 298. The receipts increased by lis. 4,29,021. The fluctuation under this 

Advances. suspense head was due chiefly to tlio recovery of advances to contractors, the 

receipt of larger secuiity deposits from them, and the largo recoveries of 
unexpended balances of advances made to Collectors and others for gratuitous 
relief and test works on the appearance of famine- conditions in different 
districts. 

EXPENDITURE. 

299. The returns show an apparent decrease of Rs. 64,747 in the 
aggregate; but the charges under “Inspection” decreased by Rs. 1,31,820, as 
a result of the transfer of Sub-Inspeciors of Schools from the service of the 
Boai-ds to that of Government towards the close of the previous year, as 
explained in paragraph 15 above. Excluding the decline on this account, the 
actual increase of expendituro amounted to Rs. 67,073. Rupees 2,71,468 are 
shown as having boon spent on the maintenance and management of -schools, 
as compared with Rs. 1,11,608 in the previous year. Most of the increase 
under this head is only apparent, and is mainly due to an alteration in the 
classification of the expenditure on primary schools in tho districts of Burdwan 
and Midnapore, a corresponding docrcase being shown in the expenditure 
under “ Grants-in-aid,” which fell from Rs. 8,12,349 to Rs. 6,98,776. Taking 
the two heads together, the expenditure increased by Rs. 46,287, During the 
year one high school, 132 middle schools, 95 upper and lower primary schools, 
with 480, 8,704 and 8,550 pujiils on their rolls, respectively, were maintained 
by tho District Boards. In the upper and lower primary schools aided by the 
Boards 646,040 boys and 72,524 girls received instruction, as compared with 
632,032 boys and 64,370 girls in 190.5-06. 

300. No real progress appears to have been mado by tho Boards in the 
development of technical and industrial education, and the public have not 
availed themselves to any great extent of the advantages offered by tho various 
schools maintained or aided from Distriot Funds. These schools are as yet in 
a more or less experimental stage, and it is evident that they are in need of 
more technical aavico and supervision than it has been possible to give them in 
the past in the absence of any special staff qualified for the purpose. Close 
attention is being given to the subject of technical and industrial development 
in this Province, as tlio practice of starting schools here and there, without a 
definite plan of rction and without arranging for their co-ordination nndei 
expert supervision, is recognized to be faulty. An experienced officer has 
recently been placed on special duty with the object of enquiring carefully 


Education. 
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into the existing local conditions and formulating definite proposals for the 
orders of Government. The technical schools maintained or aided by the 
Distnct Boards of Burdwan, Khulna, Midnapore, Hanchi, Hazaribagb and 
Manbhum were continued, and the Balasore District Board contributed 
Es. 2,000 towards the construction of a suitable building for, and the equip* 
ment of, the Balasore Industrial School which was started during the year. 

A technical school was opened at Bhagalpur during the year, the ,initial 
d^penditurc being Es. 1,049 and the cost of establishment, exclusive of 
that provided by Government and the zilla school, Es. 1,061. Small 
technical schools are also maintained by the District Boards of Saran and 
Darbhanga. The Government grant to the technical school at Midnapore, 
which was suspended in 1905-1906, was renewed. The number of students 
op the rolls of this school rose from 21 to 41, of whom only three, 
however, were in the artisan class, which would seem to show that the 
the institution does not serve the purpose for which it was originally 
intended, viz., to impart better technical education to the people. In order 
to meet this defect, the Cofbmittce of Management have transferred all the 
stipends from tho sub-overseer class to the artisan class, and it remains to be 
seen how far the people avail themselves of the advantage thus offered. The 
result of tho examinations this year was unsatisfactory, only one student out 
of eight sent up having passed tho Sub-oversoership examinaiion. Besides 
the maintenance of technical schools, most of the Boards gave scholarships 
to pupils attending tho Sibpur and Bihar Engineering Colleges, the Veterinary 
College at Belgachia, and the Jaipur Art School, Scholarships were also given 
to some pupil-nurses at the Temple Medical School at Patna. 

801. Attenqits are still being made by the District Boards to popularize Industrial 
the use of the fly-shuttle loom, with a view to improving the weaving development, 
industry. Little real progress has, however, been made, and it is apparent 

from the reports that most of the District Boards regard the matter with 
indifference. In Monghyr Es. 360 were spent in teaching the use of the 
fly-shuttle, and it is stated that four students have thoroughly learnt its use. 

In Darbhanga Es. .267 wore spent on the aame object. The Birbhum 
District Board purchased a loom, and the Midnapore Board distributed 
to zimindars and others copies of plan^ of an adaptation of the fly-shuttle 
to the ordinary loom. In Manbhum the District Board gave a monthly 
grant of Es. 10 to the Municipal Jodnstrial School in which the use of 
the loom is taught. Tho most practical effort in this direction was 
made by a private individual, the Eevd. Dr. Campbell of Fakhuria in 
Manbhum, who fitted up a factory with ten looms and began regular work in 
October 1900. By the end of the year 1906-07, there were ton apprentices 
and two instructors at work, and the experiment was on a fair way to success. 
Unfortunately, howaver, *Dr. Campbell’s buildings and looms have sinoe been 
destroyed by fire, and although Government lias given a grant of Es. 1,600 
towards the reconstruction of the factory, progress has been much delayed. 

Copies of plans of the ordinary country loom with the fly-shuttle adapted 
to it, with estimates of the cost of the adaptation, were distributed by 
Government to all District Boards during the year. It is hoped tliat when 
tiie large central Weaving School is well established at Serampore uiidor 
expert supervision, in accordance with the scheme sanctioned by the Govern¬ 
ment of India and the Secretary of State, a considerable impetus will be given 
to the hand-loom industry in the Province. 

802. The District Board of llooghly contributed Rs. 1,000 towards an Ei^iibitions. 
industrial and agricultural gxhibition held during tho year at Chinsura. The 
exhibition is reported^ to have been successful in diffusing a knowledge of 

the products of the different porta of tho district among tho public, and in 
uncouraging local industries and agriculture. Industrial and agricultaral 
shows were also held at Midnapore, Birbhum, Bankura, Hooghly, Boraset, 

Khulna, Patna, Bihta, Keudrapara, Balasore, Sambalpur, Eanohi and I’uruha. 

The increase in tho munbers of those shows held, during the year, wliicli 
must be ascribed partly* to the encouragement and assistance in tho vrny of 
grants given by Government, is highly satisfactory. 

808. Tho expenditure increased by Es. 54,699, mainly under “ Hospitals Medical 
and Dispensaries.’’ The total number of dispensaries maintained by tho 
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Boards rose from 1 IQ to 129, while the number of aided diq>ensaiies was the 
same (137) as in the previous year. Three new dispensaries were opened by 
each of the District Boards of Bankura and Khulna, two by the District 
Board of Jessore, and one each by the Boards in Shahabad, Muz^arpur, 
Darbbanga, Monghyr and ilanchi. The District Boards of Purhea and 
Hazaribagh closed one and two dispensaries, rMpectively. The largest number 
of dispensaries were maintained by the District Boar^ of Patna (11), Khulna 
(11), Burdwan (10) and Monghyr (10). No dispensaries were maintained by 
the District Boards of Murshidabad and Hazaribagh and the Sambalpur 
District Council. The Patna District Board continued to subsidize all Municipal 
dispensaries in the district, and made a grant of^ Bs. 3,000 towards the cost 
of a building for the Dinapore Dispensary. In this district the plague charges 
rose from Bs. 10,616 in 1905-06 to Rs. 30,463, of which Bs. 24,352 wero 
spent on the destruction of rats. The Gaya District Board contributed 
Bs. 20,OOQ towards the cost of the extension of the compound of the Pilgrim 
Hospital at Gaya. The experiment of deputing Native Doctors in charge of 
dispensaries to local markets and fairs was successfully tried by the Hooghly 
District Board in the thana of Pandua. In Midnapore the experiment is said 
to have proved imsuccessful, except in thana Garnbeta. The District Board 
of tho 24-Parganas purchased a house-boat with the requisite medical stores for 
a floating dispensary for the Sundarbans, but no work was done during the 
year. In Cuttack the District Board sanctioned the establishment of a floating 
dispensary with the help of a donation of Bs. 5,000 from Babu Nimai Charan 
Mittra, and a grant of Bs. 1,000 from Government. 

304. The sanitary work done by the Boards is of a somewhat varied 
character, and includes preventive measures against plague, cholera and other 
epidemic diseases, disinfection of wells'and tanks and sanitary arrangements 
at fairs, mdaa and important villages. In the case of most of the Boards 
the expenditure under the sub-head ■“ Sanitation ” was merely nominal, and it 
was only in the districts of Midnapore, Monghyr, Cuttack and Patna that any 
real attempt was made to cany out the system of village sanitation which has 
proved so effective in Patna. In tho last-named district 5,333 villages were 
cleansed during tho year, in accordance with a systematic plan, under the 
supervision of tho Chairmen and meipbers of the Local Boar^, and sweepers 
with conservancy carts were employed in every subdivision. In Midnapore, 
out of a total allotment of Bs. 1,500, Bs. 1,078 were spent in cleaning 51 
villages in the four subdivisions, and Bs. 851 were collected from the public 
towards the work, a 'most satisfactory result. In Monghyr 37 villages were 
cleansed ; while in Cuttack Bs. 1,301 were spent on similar work. 

30^. The total expenditure rose from Bs. 28,740 in 1905-06 to Rs. 30,785. 
With the exception of Howrah, all the District Boards incurred expenditure 
under ithis head. A new veterinary dispensary wds opened at Sambalpur, 
and new veterinary hospitals are under construction at Arrah and Bbagalpur. 
The Muzaifarpur District Board returns the largest expenditure (Bs. 3,468) 
under this head ; this Board maintained two dispensaries, at Muzaflarpor and 
at Sitamarhi, besides employing an itinerant Veterinary Assistant for work in 
the interior. One thousand, and forty animals were treated at the Veterinary 
Dispensary at Burdwan, and 284 cattle were inoculated by the Veterinary 
Assistant with anti-rinderpest serum. The Veteriniary Assistant in Midnapore 
visited 188 villages and treated 6,061 cases, and 283 inoculations were success¬ 
fully performed with the anti-rinderpest serum. The increase in the number 
of operations is reported to be due to the fact that one of the zamindars of 
the Cental subdivision allowed the operation t^be performed on his cattle, 
a good example that was readily followed by his tenants. Satisfactory work 
was also done by itinerant Veterinary Assistants in the district of Palamau, 
ydiere 6,323 animals were treated, and in Hooghly, Monghyr, Bhagalpur and 
Hazaribagh. It is gratifying to note that in most districts the people now 
fnlly realize the value of the services rendered by the Veterinary s taff , and 
are quite ready to take advantage of them. Several District Boards granted 
scholarships tenable at the Government Veterinary* College at Belgachhia, 
and it is hoped that all the Boards will contribute under this head. 

306% The heavy floods of July and August caused severe scarcity in the 
North Gangetic districts of the Patna Division, and in certain portions of 
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Mobghyr, Bhagalpur and Furnea. The expenditure incurred on gratuitous 
relief, ‘which was in the first instance met from the funds of the District Boards, 
and which in the district of Darbhanga alone amounted to Rs. 1,60,431, 
uras subsequently refunded by Ooremment. The expenditure on test works 
was divided between the Government and the Board in all cases in which it was 
considered that the works constructed were for the benefit of the Board; in 
other cases the entire expenditure was refunded by Government^ In tho» 
riarbhanga district charges amounting, to Rs. 25,874, representing one-h{df 
of the expenditure on test works, were borne by the Board. In the Bhagalpur 
Division much special expenditure was incurred in repairing the dapuages 
done to roads by the floods, 'with the object of providing employment for 
those able to work. The Commissioner reports that the relief operations 
rendered necessary by the prevailing scarcity were mostly carried out through 
the agency of tlie Boards, but that separate figures are not available showing 
the extent of the relief afforded out of the amount of tbe expenditure 
charged to famine relief in the Board accounts. Rupees 23,885 are shown, 
however, as spent up to the end of the year on relief works in the Bhagalpur 
district; and this amount was subsequently refunded by Government. Partial 
distress also occurred in Murshidabad, Nadia and Jessore, and the relief 
operations were in the first instance carried out at the cost of the Boards. 

307. The expenditure shows a largo increase of Rs. 7,67,113, which Civil Works, 
occurred mainly under “Communications” (Rs. 5,54,770), “Water-works” 

(Rs. 29,976) and “ Other works of improvement ” (Rs. 81,373). The expen¬ 
diture on “ Establishment and Contingencies appertaining to Public Works ” 
shows a comparatively small increase of Rs. 16,908. The Boards maintained 
2,674 miles of metalled and 18,459 miles of unmetalled district roads, and 
14,610 miles of village roads. Large bridges were built in the districts of 
Burdwan, Patna, Gaya, Shahabad, Saran, Muzaffarpur, Champaran, Monghyr, 

Bhagalpur and Puruea, and important new roads were constructed in the 
districts of the 24-Pargana8, Birbhum, Patna, Gaya, Shahabad, Muzaffarpur, 

Monghyr, Bhagalpur, I'umoa, Hazaribagh and Ranchi. The Muzaffarpur 
District Board acquired the ferry over the Bur Gandak River at Atharghat at 
a cost of Rs. 39,000, and is constructing a pontoon bridge over the river at 
an estimated cost of Rs. 65,260, of ^hich Rs. 60,000 were spent daring the 
year. 

308. The total expenditure increaled by Rs. 29,976, or by about 28 per Water-supply 
cent., but the increase occurred whofly in the Presidency and Burdwan Water 
Divisions, where the expenditure was almost doubled j in the rest of the^®^^' 
Province there was a decline in expenditure. The District Boards of 
Champaran, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga and Palamau incurred no expenditure 

under this head, while in Howrah, out of a budget provision of Hs. 3,000, only 
Rs. 678 were spent Ugainst Rs. 464 spent in the previous year out of a similar 
budget provision. In tbe Presidency Division the expenditure increased by 
Rs. 21,839. In Nadia 21 wells were completed and 12 more taken in hand, 
while Rs. 1,099 were spent as interest on loans taken under the Land Improve¬ 
ment Act. In Jessore 23 tanks were excavated at a cost of Rs. 14,014, 
and 5 wells were made. In Khulna seven tanks were completed, work 
to the amount of Rs. 9,628 done on eight others, and 20 tan^ were taken' 
up under the grants-in-aid system at a cost of Rs. 7,349. In Gaya the 
District Board made a grant of one lakh of rupees to the Gaya Municipality 
towards the water-works scheme, and in Monghyr the District Board paid , 
daring the year a second instalment of Rs. 10,000 out of the promised 
contribution of Rs. 30,000 towards the Victoria Water Works in the town of 
Monghyr. Out of a total allotment of Rs. 1,500 made by. the Sambalpur 
District Council under this head to the two tahsils, only Rs. 450 were 
brought to account. 

309. Only four districts of the Presidency Division incurred any expen- Drainage, 
diture under tois bead. The Commissioner of the Division reports that the 
amount (Rs. 1,593) shown as spent represents grants to Municipalities and 

Union Committees fos. the improvement of local drains, and that further 
expenditure incurred on this account is included under “ Sanitation and Civil 
Works.” Some progress was made with the Magrahat drainage wheme, and 
although the work isiar from complete, an extension of cultivation and an 
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improvement of health in the locality have already been reported. Up to 'the 
close of the year, this Government had made grants aggregating Rs, 5,00,000 
towards this important scheme. The question of improving the drainage of an 
area of 3| square miles near Bagerhat was still under the consideration of the 
Drainage Commissioners appointed under the Sanitary Drainage Act. 
In tlio Hooghly district the project for excavating the old bed of the 
.River Kausiki, towards the cost o/ which the District Board contributed 
Rs. 8,500, is being carried out by the Public Works Department of Govern¬ 
ment. Th? Special Committee appointed to enquire into the question of 
drainage in the Presidency Divisioip in connection with malarial fever 
submitted their report after the close of the year. The report has already been 
separately reviewed by Government in Resolution No. 1168Medl., dated the 
26th November 1907, but it may be noticed here that the Committee advocate 
that attention be concentrated for the present on the following schemes:— 


(a) Murshidabad district 
j^h) Jessore district 
(c) 24-Pargauas 
(<^ 24-raTganas 


Berhampur and Oobra mla sobenaes. 
Bboirab sobeme. 

Bagjola sobemu. ■ 

Nawai and Boonti sobeme. 


Roads. 310. The expenditure on account of repairs of metalled and unmetalled 

roads increased from Ks. 14,26,924 in 1905-06 to Rs. 15,61,300, while that 
on account of construction increased from Rs. 10,93,693 to Rs. 13,97,057, 
of which Rs. 9,89,717 wore spent on original works on unmetalled roads. 
The average expenditure per mile on metalled roads shows a large decline, 
being Rs. 237 as against Rs. 302 in the previous year. In the case of 
unmetalled and village roads it increased from Rs. 35 and Rs. 13 to Rs. 40 
and Rs 14, respectively. The cost of repairs per mile of metalled road 
shows the most striking variations: for instance, in Bhagalpur with 61 *5 miles 
of metalled road, the cost per mile was Rs. 618, while in Bankura, with 
61 miles of metalled road, it was Rs. 54 only, Tlie attention of the Commi-s- 
sionor will bo drawn to these figui-es. The difference is probably largely duo 
to the greater cost of carriage of metal in the former district. 

Railway feeder 311. It is satisfactory to notice that considerable prdgross was made with 
roads. the construction of feeder roads during the year. In Burdwan the construction 

of two feeder roads was completed, ahd work on four others was in progress. 
In Birblium Rs. 28,489 were spent on the construction of now feeder roads 
and the improvement of those already existing. Five feeder roads have 
already been completed in Bankm'a,*' and a scheme for the district at an 
estimated cost of Us. 1,76,800 has boon prepared, towards which the Commis¬ 
sioner has allotted Rs. 8,000 from the special grant placed at his disposal. 
In Ilooghly and Howrah Rs. 4,744 and Rs. 38,316, respectively, were spent 
on the.construction of feeder roads. In the Presidency Division, the District 
Board *of the 24-Parganas spent Rs. 29,182 under this heOid, against Us. 19,204 
in tlio previous year, while the Murshidabad District Board spent Rs. 33,682. 
The Gaya District Board spent Rs. 21,926 on the construction or improvement 
of i^ven feeder roads, and in Shahabad two roads are at present under 
construction, the expenditure during the year being Rs. 11,068. In Muzaffar- 
pur the construction of the feeder road to the Bidupur station on the Katihar 
Branch of the Bengal North-Western Railway was completed during the year, 
the total cost of the work being Rs. 27,364, and the Waini-Pusa Road was 
constructed in Darbhanga from funds allotted to the Board by the Commissioner 
from his special grant. Tho grants made from Provincial Roveiines towards 
this latter road, leading from the railway station at ,Waini to the Imperial 
Research Institute at Pusa, have.amounted to Rs. 40,854. Of the four roads 
which were under construction in Monghyr in 1905-06, two were completed, 
and the otiter two are now almost finished. In Bhagalpur the District Board 
incurred expenditure on two roads, and projects for oonstrueting a new road 
and improving an existing road were sanctioned daring the year. The Cuttack 
District Board constructed seven feeder roads, one of which was of considerable 
importance. Four roads were completed in Manbbum, and one in Puri; and 
seven more feeder roads were under constructicn during the year in the 
districts cd Palamau, Hazaribagb, Manbhum and fialaaore. 

Miscellaneous 312 « Expenditure was incurred on the promotion of roadside arboriculture 
improvements, by almost all tue District Boards, ranging from Rs. 3,995 in Gaya to Hs. 81 in 
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Puri. Sanctioned programmes for carrying ou the work in a systematic 
manner were followed in nine districts, viz., Birbhum, llooghly, Qaya, Saran, 

Darbhanga, Monghyr, Bhagalpur, Purnea and Cuttack. The Shahabad District 
Board shows the largest amount of receipts (Rs. 1,639) from tbS sale of fruit 
and timber. In Government Circular No. 7L.8.-G., dated the 29th January 
1907, the District Boards were asked to depute an Overseer or Su^Ovorseor 
^ch year to the Royal Botanic Garden at Sibpur for training in arboriciiltureb 
During the current year a Manual of Arboriculture was issued by the Director 
of Agriculture, for the guidance of local officers and local bodies. . 

313. In the Burdwan Division.a new Railway from 'Ondal to the Railways and 
Sainthia Railway Station was opened for traffic in January 1907 j and two Tramways, 
proposals for the construction of light railways, from Memari to Ciiakdighi 

and along the Burdwan-Katwa Road, are under consideration. The 24- 
Parganas District Board authorized the promoters of the Barasat-Basirhat 
line to apply to Government for sanction to the extension of the Railway to 
Taki and Hasnabad, and also authorized a preliminary survey for a branch line 
from the Beliaghata bridge to Patipukur. Proposals for extending the line to 
Satkhira are also under consideration. In Nadia an estimate amounting to 
Rs. 16,28,906, prepared by the Eastern Bengal State Railway, for constructing 
56*10 miles of light railway between Krishnagar and Jellingheo, via Mehorpur, 
has been submitted to the District Board for consideration of the guarantee. 

The Patna District Board have sanctioned the extension of the Bakhtiarpur- 
Bihar Light Railway lino to Silao. In Shahabad statistics were collected for 
a proposed light railway from Arrah to Sassaram, and permission has been 
granted by the District Board to the construction of a tramway lino along 
the Board road from Dehri to Akbar})ur, subject to the sanction of tho 
Local Government. The surveys of tho proposed Uhapra-Masrakh lino in Saran 
and of the proposed line from Darbhanga to Khagaria in Monghyr were 
completed by tho Bengal and Norrh-Wosteru Railway Company. Tho Howrah- 
Amta, the Howrah-Soakhala, the Barasat-Basirliat and the Bakhtiarpur-Bihar 
Jjight Railways continued to work satisfactorily, 'i'he Boards’ shares of the 
surplus profits in 1906 were— 

Rs. 

Howrah District Board ... ... 38,680 

Hooghly „ ... ... .3,632 

24-ParganaB „ „ ... ... 12,668 

Patna „ „ ... ... 6,572 

314. Tho charges under tho suspense head “ Deposits and advances” rose Debt, 
from Rs. 3,01,640 to Rs. 8,89,833. This was due chiolly to the inclusion 
under this bead, in accordance with tho orders of the Government of India, 

of the figures representing tho difference between the value of cheques* cashed 
during the year in excess of those issued during the year. There was a large 
increase of about two lakhs in Darbhanga, the balk representing advances 
for famine relief, test works and Hood repairs. The increase of Rs. 71,066 
in MuzafFarpur was due to advances for famine relief. In Cbamparan the 
increase of Rs. 72,243 was due to tho refund of the Government grant and 
private subscriptions for the construction of the Motihuri Dispensary building 
and the adjustment of the advances. 

315. The actual aggregate closing balances of District Boards, excluding Closing 
deposits, amounted to Rs. 27,98,583, against Rs. 23,68,683 at the close of balances, 
the previous year. This increase of tho unspent balances is highly uuaatis- * 
factory. In tho Patna Division the amount shows a small decline of Rs. 14,757. 

The balances exceeded a lakh of rupees in eleven districts, the largest balance 
being reported by Midnapore (Rs. 2,19,103). These large balances arc 
reported to be due either to the failure of tho Boards to work up to their 
sanctioned programmes, owing to difficulty in the uollectiou of materials or 
in procuring contractors, or to the receipt of large grants from Government late 
in the year for works, the estimates for which were delayed for want of 
materials or other reasons. These reasons, however, although they might 
afford sufficient explanation of larger balances in any one year, do not in any 
way explain tho steady increase in the balances of the Boards which has been 
so noticeable of late years. The attention of the Commissioners is again 
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directed to the necessitj of closer sapervision in this reBpecti>; it is essential 
that the District Boards should make full and proper uso of the increased 
revenues recently placed at their disposal. 

General 316. On the whole the District Boards have done well during the year, 

remarks. shown considerable interest in the various branches of their work. 

The working of the Local Boards, on the other hand, is generally reported to 
have been unsatisfactory. 'J'he question of improving the status of these bodies 
is under the consideration of Government. 


Volunteering. 

Total Strength. ,317. The number of enrolled volunteers and reservists during the year 
was 6,l.i0. Arrangements have been made for forming a new troop of the 
Oliota Nagpur Mounted Rifles with licad-qnartors at Jherria, in the centre 
of the coal fields of the Manbhum district. This corps will now have its own 
Adjutant as its enrolled strength is up to tho requjred number. There are now 
ten separate corps in this Province. 

Marine. 

[The information cnntrunetl in tho Chapter below has been obtained partly from tho corroapondence 
with the offiGors and imblit; bodic.s with wlioiii the Marino Dopartnient is concornod, and partly from certain 
reports Mhi"h are aunu.ally subinitteil to that Di*parlracrit. The reports consulted arc as follows 

Annual Konort of the Port Calcutta, for the year IW-HiO?. 

Report on the working of tho Shipping Offioos at tlu» Port of Calcutta and tho Ports of Orissa for tho 
year 19lt>-Ji<t)7. 

Annual Ri^port of tlu' Health OfRcor of the Port of Calcutta for the year 1906. 

Adniinistraiiou Tlop(;rt of tin* Port CommiRKiomTs, Calcutta, for tho year 1006-1907. 

Administration h'cport of the Howrah Bridge lor tho year 1906-1907* 

Administration Report of the Torls of Ons.sa for the year 1906-1907. 

Annual Report of tho Commissioners for the liigpection of Steam-Hoilers and Prime-Morors in 
Bengal for tJie year 1906-1907. 

Annual iJepoit of the Bengal Smoke-nuisanccs Commission for the year 1906-1907. 

Statistics of British India, -Part IX,—.^duimiHlrativo and Ooncral. 


THE PORT OP CALCUTTA. 


Pilot Service, 
and receipts 
from Pilotage. 


Arrival and 
Departure of 
Vessels. 


Casualties. 


318. At the close of tho year there were 50 qualified Pilots on the 
strength, being one more than the number in tho previous your. Two casual¬ 
ties occurred during the year under review—one in tho Covenanted and the 
other in the Licensed i’ilot Service. Three qualified Leadsmen Apprentices 
were promoted to tlie grade of Mato Pilot. 

The sanctioned strength of tho service is 58. This can only bo worked 
up to as the Leadsmen qualify. At tho close of tho year there were 15 Leads¬ 
men in training as against 18 in tho previous year. Arrangements were made 
for bringing out four Leadsmen Apprentices from England-and for the appoint¬ 
ment of one locally selected candidate to meet present requirements and also 
to ensure that the sanctioned number may ba attained within reasonable 
time. 

Tho pilotage receipts during the year- amounted to R.s. 14,21,189, against 
Rs. 13,62,785 in tho previous year. 

319. The number of arrivals at the port during tho year was 1,614, and of 
departures 1,626. The total number of arrivals and departures was 3,240, or 
1(>8 more than that of tho previous year. These figures represent a gross 
tonnage of 6,205,092 inwards and 6,256,731 outwards. The average tonnage 
of steam and sailing vessels inwards and outwards was 3,846, against 3,722 
in the previous year. 

The number of steamers drawing over 21 feet piloted inward increased 
and those piloted outwards decreased. During the year, no sailing ships draw¬ 
ing over 21 feet were piloted inwards and outwards. Altogether 27 vessels—-21 
inward and 6 outward—wore neaped for want of sufficient depth of water over 
the bars, against 19 vessels in tho previous year. Tho number of vessels 
detained at tho Sandheads for want of Pilots duriijg the year was 13, the 
shortest detention being 6 hours 25 minutes, the longest 21 hours, the average 
detention being 15 hours 44 minutes. 

320. There were 9 collisions and 30 groundings during the year, against 7 
collisions and 22 groundings in the previous year. In one case of collision 
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the Pilot concerned was hold to blame for error of judgment and in another 
case for negligence. In regard to the groundings the Pilots were id fault in 
four instances only. 

Sixty preliminary enquiries were held by the Port Officer, as the result 
of which four cases were referred to Departmental Courts of Enquiry and nine 
to Special Courts of Enquiry. 

321. One hundred and three candidates appeared at the examinations foi; Examination. 
Cfolonial and Home Trade Certificates of Con>petenoy, of whom 57 passed; 

326 candidates also appeared at the different oxaininatious for Certificates of 
Competency as Master, Serang, Engineer and Engine-driver of inland Steam* 
vessels under Act VI of 1884, of whom 185 were successful. 

322. The Government of India having sanctioned the construction of a Second Steam 
seiiond Pilot Steam vessel for the Bengal Pilot Service, the Dii'ector-General Pilot Cmiser. 
of Stores, London, has placed the contract for tho vessel with Tlie Fairfield 
Company, and it is expected that tho vessel will be ready for service in June 

1908. 


CALCUTTA. S1IITPI3SO OFFICE. 


323. The receipts of tho Calcutta Shipping Office during the year 1906- Finance. 

1907 amounted to Rs. 84,380, against Rs, 83,617 in the previous year. 

The expenditure amounted to Rs. 42,214 as compared with Rs. 41,180 
in the past year. The increase in expenditure is duo to larger sums of money 
drawn during the year by officers performing overtime work afloat, and to the 
grant of grain compensation allowance to clerks and menials. 

324. Tho number of seamen shipped and discharged wero 41,533 and Seamen shipped 

37,053 respectively. and discharged. 

Contrary to the tendency displayed in recent years, tlicre was an increase 
in shipments and discharges under European articles, while those under Indian 
articles showed u decrease. The actual figures are as follows 

Shipmmilfi. lJi»<cliiirfres. 

r~ --—\ Jucroaso. Docrcase. r-’ -"-\ liiorfasie. Depreaie. 

lUOS-lBOO. 19U6-1V07. lU05.J90fl. IflOti-IOoT. 

Earopoan Articles ...* 899 94ti 47 9S3 1,133 199 ITiJ. 

Indian Actidos ... iO.adU 40,687 Nil. 43 S6,871 36,631 Nil. 360 

The decrease under Indian articles Is attributed partly to a greater number 
of vessels of the British India Steam Navigation Company having been placed 
on the coasting trade, and partly to the Tecent amendment of the law relating 
to foreign running agreements effocted*by Act VI of 1906, under which the 
agreements are to remain in force fur six montb.s from the date of execution 
instead of expiring on tho last day of June and December, irrespective of the 
date on which they were entered into, as was previously the case, thereby 
making tho occasions for ^ipmont less frequent. 

Besides the abo'Ce, 73 seamen were sliipped and 101 discharged by foreign 
Consuls. 

Thirty-five distressed seamen were assisted with passages to the United 
Kingdom during the year, against 71 in the previous year. Of these, 21 
were invalids, one insane, and 13 wore released prisoners who were absolutely 
destitute. 


HEALTH OP THE POET. 

325. The Health Officer inspected 836 inward-bound aud 1,700 outward- Inspection of 
bound vessels, against 555 and 1,638, respectively, during tho previous year. Vessels. 

The number of European and Asiatic seamen inspected ou inward-bound 
vessels was 13,599 Europeans and 38,844 Asiatics, against 10,395 Europeans 
and 23,134 Asiatics in 1905. 

In outward-bound vessels tho numbers were 26,221 Europeans and 100,787 
Asiatics, against 25,812 Europeans and 95,090 Asiatics in 1905. 

326. The number of European seameu estimated to have arrived in this Health of the 
Port during the year was 20,118, against 20,339 in 1905. 

The daily average populotiou of the Port was 1,138, against 1,114 in the 
previous year. The death-rate was 11’42 per miUe, against 17*08 per mille in 
1905.’ The quinquennial mean death-rate was 14*58. 

327. Sixty-four thousand three hundred and eighteen loscars arrived in Lascar Crew* 
the Port, against 65,959 of 1905, of which 36,227 were in coasting steamers, 
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27,896 in foreign-going steamers, 80 in sailing Tessels, and 274 in Turkish and 
Arab vessels, against 36,500 in coasting steamers, 25,054 in foreign-going 
steamers, 77 in sailing vessels, and 232 in Turkish and Arab vessels in 1905. 
Lascars left the Port to the number of 1,00,787 against 98,090 in 1905. 


CALCUTTA POKT TRUST. 

328. The income of the year 1006-07 amounted to Bs. 1,00,08,737, against 

Bs. 89,55,395 in 1905-06, The expenditure amounted to Bs. 98,90,809, the 
mrpluB being'Bs. 1,17,928. Adding this amount to the Revenue balance on 
Ist April 1906, the nett surplus revenue on 31st March 1907 was Bs. 29,59,533. 
Out of this surplus revenue, Bs. 26,23,734 have been set aside as Revenue 
Reserve andlls. 3,35,799 have been carried forward. < 

329. The expenditure during the year upon Capital Works amounted 
to Bs. 1,04,37,073. The more important works completed or in progress 
during the year jire—Four-storeyed Sale Tea W^i'^house at Docks; extension 
of Hydraulic Pumping Station at Docks; quarters for oflBcers in Metapnker 
Lane; reconstruction of No. 2 Jetty berth and shed; Armenian Ghat landing 
place; timber ponds on Sibpur foreshore; two Jute Warehouses, Bag 
Bazar; new Workshop at Garden Beach; improvement and extension of 
Petroleum Dep6t at Budgo-Budge; seven ferry steamers; suction Di'edgor 
Sandpiper ; construction of hide sheds. 

330. The Capital debt of the Trust on Slst March 1907 was Bs. 5,97,02,857. 

Against this the Commissioners hold properties, including works in progress, 
stock of stores and materials, cash and securities in hand, aggregating 
Ks, 8,00,29,941. The latter figure does not represent the total value of the 
Commissioners’ properties, as the value of a largo area of land is included in the 
assets at cost price only, and this laud has increased greatly in value 
since it was acquired. Moreover, this does not include the value of the 
Strand Bank and Howrah Foreshore lands, tlie capitalised value of which, at 
present rates of rent, amounts to a considerable sum. The Commissioners have 
also accumulated Sinking Funds for repayment of debenture loans to the 
extent of Bs. 58,70,884. The position of the Commissioners in respect of their 
debt is therefore satisfactory. * 

331. In addition to the Revenue Besorve Fund and the Sinking Funds, 
the Commissioners have a Depreciation Fund for vessels and plant and a Fire 
Insurance Fund. The balance standing at the credit of the Depreciation 
Fund on the 3Ist March 1907 was Bs. 7,07,850. To meet renewals of vessels, 
mooring materials, &c., during the year, an expenditure of Bs. 2,54,585 was 
charged against this fund, while the receipts from Revenue and the interest on 
securities amounted to Bs. 1,33,043. The total accupiulations under the Fire 
Insurance Fund amounted to Rs. 6,32,591, including ilivestmeiits of the fae.e 
value of Us. 3,80,200. During tho year a sum of Rs. 18,750 was contributed 
by Revenue to the latter fund and interest amounting to Ks. 14,900 was realised 
on securities. 

332. The following table shows the details of the receipts and charges of 
the Revenue Account for the year under review as compared with similar 
figures of the previous year :— 
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The decireaso in receipts under ^‘ControP’ was due lo the contribution 
from the Howrah Bridge having been shown as a separate item, vide statement 
above. 

In 1906-1907, 1,595 vessels with a gross registered tonnage of 6,186,751 
visited tlie Port, as against 1,581 vessels with a gross registered tonnage of 
5,709,424 in 19O5-l0O(). There was an all-round increase in the receipts, the 
main factors in tlio increase of nearly lis. 11 lakhs being Ks. 78,000 from the 
Jetties, Ks. 1,07,600 from the Port and Port approaches, Rs. 2,35,600 from 
the Wot Docks and Ivs. 3,65,000 from the liailway. The i».crease in the 
receipts from Rentable Jjaikds and Buildings was principally dne to the Strand 
Warehouse, formerly used as a Tea Warehouse, being made available for the 
storage of piece-goods. 

I'he Dry Dock continues to give a good return. 

838. There was a notable increase of 65,000 tons in the jute shipments at Traffic, 
the Docks and of 10,000 tons in tea. A new feature in the traffic was the ship¬ 
ment of 25,000 tons of Manganese ore. The quantity of coal shipped was 
8,000,181 tons as compared with 2,558,502 tons in the previous year and it 
was the highest on record. The exports over the Dock quays aggregated 
8,796,404 tons, against 8,818,802 tons, in the previous year. The imports 
over the Dock quays wenj 186,815, against an average of 54,826 tons during 
the past five years. There was an irp‘^;ease in imports under item “ sugar ’’ 
only as compared with the previous year. 

The traffic in jute and hemp handled at the Inland Vessels’ Wharves 
showed a considerable advance and there was a phonoruenal rise in the imports 
of molasses. 

During the year the rolling-stock for the Railway was increased by six 
new locomotives and^ 140* o})en Avagons and 60 more wagons were ordered in 
September 1906. 

Tlu‘. new four-storeyed Sale-Tea Warehouse at tlio Docks was brought 
into use during the year under review and the Strand Wareliouso at Armenian 
Ghat has been made available for the storage of piece-goods and suf)jdies a 
long-felt want in supplementing the storage accommodation at the Jetties. 

A scheme to provide for the eventual wants of the expanding trade of 
the Port which was drawn up by Mr. F. Palmer, Cliief Eriginoor, received 
the administrative approval of the Government of India, 

Two hundred and twenty-four vessels with an aggregate tonnage of 
764,419 were accommodated at the Jetties. 

HOWRAH BRIDGE. 

834. The income of the year amounted to Rs. 2,37,016 as against Finance 
Rs. 2,23,379, and the expenditure to Rs. 2,06,654 as against Rs. 1,77,777 in the 
previoua year, leaving a surplus of Rs. 80,362 as compared with a surplus of 
Rs. 45,603 in 1905-1906. The receipts from the toll payable by the East Indian 
Railway for the traffic passing over the Bridge rose from Rs. 2,00,877 to 
Its. 2,12,474. 

335. With a view to minimise the inconvenience to foot-passengers and Night opa.* 
vehicular traffic, and to do away with, in so far a ? it is practicable, tlie doten- ings. , 
tions to steamers and flats of the Inland Vessels Cou)pauios, the Commissioners 
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of the Port of Calcutta decided to introduce night openings. The necessary gas 
buoys, occulting lights, and high arc lights were therefore obtained and erected 
and the Bridge was opened at night, for the first time, on the 4th June 1906. 
The monthly average of day openings decreased from 13 to 4, while the 
total number of openings in one month increased from 13 to 24. 

.330. The number of vessels which passed through the Bridge during the 
•vear uudor reviow was the highest on record and the total nuinber of accidents 
(luring the vear was 31 as compared with 28 in the previous year. The acci¬ 
dents to ca^o and passenger boats were 29 as against 21 in 1905-1906. Ten 
boats were Idst during the year. 


THE POETS OE OKI38A. 


337. T’he receipts of the ports during the year amounted to Es. 14,934, 
as compared with Rs. 15,211 in the previous year. The decrease of Es. 277 is 
due to a falling off in tho roccijits under Port dues in Cuttack, owing to the 
merchants having de.spatched rico to Colombo m’ 4 Chandbali. 

The expenditure was Es. 13,871, against Es. 19,748 in the prccecling 
year. There were decreases under the head ^‘Pensions and Gratuities in 
Cuttack and under ‘‘ Stores ” in Balasore which account for this decrease in 
expenditure. Tlio receipts with an opening balance of Rs. 7,154 amounted to 
Rs. 22,088; there was thus a surplus balance of Rs. 8,217 at tho close ot 

the vear. t. , nnon ■ t 

338. The value of trade during the year was Rs. 1,04,22,811, against 

118. 91,62,471 in 1905-1906. , , . , v, i* 

339. There was a slight increase both in the number and tonnage ot 

vessels visiting the ports, Two hundred and twenty-six vessels with an aggn^ 
gate tonnage of 171,112 tons entered the ports during the year, against 217 
vessels with a tonnage of 156,341 tons in the preceding year. , 

340. The passenger traffic between the Orissa Ports and Calcutta may be 
considered fairly steady. Tho number of passengers carried between Calcutta 
and Chandbali and vice versa, which constitute the major portion of tho entire 


traffic, was 34,495 and 31,301. , j • i 

341. The ports were inspected by the Port Officer of Calcutta and found 
to he in u satisfactory condition. The^ erosion of tho Shortt’s Islands towards 
the sea continues, Tho structure of the old lighthouse stands at 620 feet 
from the nearest higli water mark of the island. 

342. Tho health of the ports was good throughout the year, although there 

wero several cases of fever. Two cases of cholera were landed from tho 
S.S.Jattra at Chandbali which proved fatal; and throe cases of small-pox, 
landed* from the same vessel, were cured. * 


THE BENGAL STEAM BOILRBS COMMISSION. 

343 The total number of boilers inspected and passed for certificates during 
the vear 1906-1907, both in Calcutta and the added areas, was 0,216, as against 
f()L in 1905-1906, 2,769 in 1904-1905, and 2,596 in 1903-1904. The 
number of boilers not inspected during the year is 669, Out of this number, 
133 boilers have been either struck off the registers owing to their not being 

presented for inspection for five consecutive years, or removed out of jurisdiction, 
or found unfit for further service. 


THE BENGAL SMOKE NUISANCES COMMISSION. 

344. Tho Commission constituted under the Act was appoint^ in January 
1906 and its principal duty was to draft rules under section 10 of the Art for 
trying out the purpose of the Act To help the Commiswon in this task the 
Lr Jees of Mr. W. Nicdiolson, Chief Inspector of Sgioke Nuiwiioos, Sheffield, 
S obtained for a period of six months. It immediately took up the 
.mestion of tho rules under section 10, and submitted draft rules, 

Slished for criticism in May 1906 and subsequently submitted to the 
Government of India for sanction. This sanction has since been received. 
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‘ To provide for tbe working of the Act two Acsigtant Inspectora were 
appointed, ono of whom bag gubaequently been made Chief lospeotor; and 
theae officera have been regularly employed in taking obaervationa of amoke 
emitted, in inatrncting firemen and in teating applianoea and fuel. During the 
year they made 3,938 obaervationa of amoke emitted from chimneys, and 
347 tests of furnace appliances. It appeara that in 71 cases special appliances 
for reducing the emission of smoke had oeen introduced, and that in 16 faotoriea 
additional boilers had boen introduced or old ones replaced by those o! a better 
type. The improvement already effected under the Act is sbpwn by the 
fact that, whereas in April 1906 dense black smoke was beidg emitted on 
average for 13 minutes in the hour, in March 1907 the average was only 3| 
minutes. 
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CHAPTER IV.-PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 

Agricalture. 

[Report of the Dopaptment of Agriculture for the year ending June 30th, ly07.] 

% 

Appointment of 345* Th6 complete establishment .of this as a separate department may be 
a Director. considered to date from April 3rd, 1906, when the appointment of Director of 
Agriculture came formally into existence. During this year considerable 
progress has been made towards getting the various sub-sections into which tjio 
work of the department falls, established and in working order. 

Local 346. Divisional Agricultural Associations have now been formed in all 

Associations. Divisions except Bhagalpur, and District AssQciations in all districts except 

three. Care is taken to assist them by pecuniary grants and skilled advice as 
to the channel into which their energies had best bo directed. To aid in this, 
there is an itinerant Inspector of Agriculture attached to each division. 
Detailed instructions have boon issued for the guidance of the District and 
Divisional Associations* Kven thus early in tlieir existence they are reported 
to be doing extremely useful work in most cases. Their field of operation is 
unbounded and their opportunities foi* rendering valuable service are limitless. 
The report contains the names of the meinbers whoso work during the past year 
has been of most value. 

Agricultural 347. Leaflets were circulated freely in the chief vernaculars containing 

Literature. instructions on the following among other matters of interest and importance to 
cultivators, viz., notes on cotton cultivation and how to destroy the red 
cotton bug, notes on potato, jute and ground nut cultivation, instructions how to 
destroy insect-posts that attack tlie jute crop, notes on various crop cjxperiments. 
A quarterly journal was inaugurated, the first number appearing shortly after 
the close of the year. A manual of Arboriculture was also prepared and issu(jd. 
Supplies. 348. Arrangements have been made to stock a supply of seeds, manures 

and approved implements at the Ag/icultural Farms as well as in Calcutta. 
There was a great demand for seeds of jute, buri cotton and Russian flax; also 
for bononical and saltpetre as manures* 'Sugarcane and cassava seedlings and 
seed potatoes were also much in rcquesl. 

Agricultural '^49. Considerable progress has been made in the establishment of tho 

Stations. stations at Uhagalpur (Sabaur) and Baiikipur. Roads, channels for irrigation, 

manure pits, a ma.«onry silo, hay shed and quarters for the staff were all more or 
less adyanced towards completion. A site has bt‘en acquired near Chinsura for a 
station in tho region of deltaic alluvium. The tassar silk*farm near Chaibassa 
and a small area for improving hiri cotton near Chakradhurpur were also put 
on a permanant footing. A station is also to be established for the upland tracts 
of Chota Nagpur. The site has not been finally selected. Four special jute 
farms were in full operation during the year with satisfactory results. 

Shows and 350. The Department has made every effort to get into direct communica- 

Pairs. tion with the promoters of shows and fairs througliout tho province. It is 

hoped to have an officer of the Department at each of them in future, with a 
collection of implement seeds and manures with which object lessons will be 
given. As a result of the steps taken by this Department, ten new shows were 
inaugurated (luring the year. Shows are now held in all but nine distiicts. 
Agricultural Cla^^ses in progress at Sibpur, in Cuttack Collegiate School, 

Education. Gaya Zillah School, Duinraon High Scliool, Ilazaribagh Zillah School and 
Burdwjin Municnpal School, On the whole, th(^ instruction given was far too 
theoretical. This complaint has been made in other countries before and it 
seems a general failing to prefer technicalities and memory work to the task of 
making the pupil learn to use his own faculti(^8 of observation and to reason 
for himself. It is under contemplation to begin by training the teachers on 
rational methods and to prepare a suitable text-book. A syllabus has already 
been prepared and circulated, with general instructions, but this is not enoug*h, 
as the faulty methods of tho teachers prevent the accomplishment of the object 
of the lectures. 



i9oe-i9o?.3 


WEATHER AND OBOPS. 


69 Otaap- IV. 

PBOBUOTIOW 

• Four stadQDts are under training at the Oornell University in the United nisTiu^Tioir. 

States. They are making favourable progress in their studies. Two students - 

were trained at Pusa. One of them provea a success. 

352. The following crops were experimented with and the results were, ^cial 
generally speaking, of particular interest: Oman paddy, jute cultivation, cotton ^^'driss and 
cultivation, fine aw paddy, ikri sagar*eane (suitable for wet areas) flar Exyriments. 
(Russian),.ground-nuts, mangel wurzel, and silk. ... '< • 

• 363. Special experiments were made by various indigo factories, to Jute in Bihar, 

ascertain if jute could be profitably cultivated in Behar. The replies were sJl 
affirmative, qualified by conditions about the maintenance of the present 
price level. It is, however, not considered a suitable crop from the planters’ 
point of view except where labour is abundant, as the retting process takes much 
time and bard work. 

.* 354. Indigo manufacture was the subject of further scientific enquiry, the Indigo 
Government subsidy of half a lakh being continued. Notes were published Research 
on the following among other points, treatment of Java seed with sulphuric 
acid to promote germination^ practical dye test of natural versw synthetic, 
indigo, method of estimating indigotin in commercial indigo. Special seed 
forms for the Java-Natal plant were maintained at three centres. 

• Weather and Crops. 

[Seaion and Crop Report of Bengal for 1906-1907; C^op forecasts of Bengal for 1906-1907; Report on 
Land Rereuuo Administration of the Lower rrovinoes for 1906-1907 ; Agricultural Statistics of 
India, Vol. I.] 

355. The rainfall throughout 1906-1907 was anfavourable. In March it was Character of 
slightly above the average; but April and first portion of May were very dry, Season, 

and sowings of jute, bhadoi crops and winter rice were retarded. It continued 
to be in defect till July, lu July and August it was general and heavy, 
especially in North Bihar, where crops were seriously damaged by floods. In 
September it .was generally deficient. In October it was unequally distributed, 
the Bibar districts suffering from severe drought, while the rest of the Province 
received quite sufficient rain. Ip November, December and January drought 
prevailed generally throughout the Province. In February and jMarch, cloudy 
weather, heavy showers and, in places,* hailstorms damaged the rahi crops to a 
large extent. 

The table below gives the estimate'd* area and outturn in 1906-1907 of the 
bhadoi, vrinter and rahi harvests, as compared with the previous year and a 
normal year:— 


NAMB or HABy»T. 

Norltoal area, in 
acriw. 

Area cultivated 
during 1006.06, 
in acres. 

Area cultivated 
during 1906-07, 
in attres. 

Taking lOO to 
present the 
normul outturn, 
how much 
represented the 
outturn for 
the year 1906-06. 

Taking 100 to 
represent the 
normal outturn 
how much 
represented the 
outturn for . 
the year 19064)7 

BJbadoi ... 

11,477,600 

10,473,000 

10,466,900 

73 

69 

S Winter rice ... 

21,801,700 

20,606,600 

20,033,600 

88 

78 

i Sugarcane - 

420,500 

421,600 

423,600 

92 

1 90 

Rahi ... ... 

.11,824,700 

11,154,500 

11,339,600 

74 

[ 

71 

Total ... 

45,033,500 

42,664,600 

42,263,500 

81 

74 


356. The estimate of outtom of bhadoi crops was 69 per cent, against 73 Bhadoi or 
per cent., the. estimate of last year. Want of ram in April and May delayed &Qtnma crops, 
sowings. The crop sufiiered from floods in Bihar and in parts of Lower Bengal. 

In Saran, Muzaffarpui and Darbbanga they were seriously damaged. Food- 
crops occupied 8,370,600 acres as compared with a normal area of 9,650,000 
acres, and their outtarn was estimated at only 67 per cent, of the normal. 

The various non-food crops, including jute, indigo, bhadoi, til and early cotton, 
were sown on 1,596,300 acres, the normal area sown being estimated at 
1^827,600 acres. Deficient rainfall in April, May and June retarded the 
sowings and early- growth of jute; and laW on floods did much damage in 
Purnea, the most important jute-growing district in this Province. The outtarn 

fS 
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vras estimated at 82 per cent. Indigo sowings were also delayed; and in'the 
most important indigo districts heavy rain and floods caused widespread injnry. 
The total outturn of all the bhadoi non->food crops was estimated at 79 per. cent, 
of the normal. 

357. Winter rice suffered from irregular distribution of rain during the 
monsoon season. In many of the districts of the Presidency Division and of 
Bihar, the crop was damaged by floods and excessive rain. In October and 
November, it suffered in Bihar from insufficient rain. The area sovm Was 
20,033,600 acres against, 20,605,500 acres sown last year and a normal area 
of 21,301,700 acres. The outturn for the Province was estimated at .78 per 
cent, of a normal crop against 88 per cent, last year. 

358. Rabt crops .—There was insufficient rain during their early growth. 
In February and March, rain and hail did wide damage. The total area under 
all crops was estimated at 11,339,500 acres, against 11,154,500 acres "in 
the preceding year, the total normal area being reported as 11,824,700 acres. 
The estimate for the total area of rali food«crop8, including wheat, amounted 
to 8,344,600 acres, against 8,191,400 acres estimated for last year. Their 
outturn was estimated at 70 per cent, of the -normal. The area sown with all 
rabi nou-food crops was returned as 2,994,900 acres, against 2,963,100 acres 
last year, and a normal area of 3,388,000 acres. The outturn amounted to 
74 per cent. The total outturn of all rabi crops was 71 per cent, of the normal, 
the corresponding figure for last year being 74 per cent. 

359. The area planted with sugarcane was 423,500 acres, against 421,600 
acres last year and a normal area of 429,500 acres. The outturn was estimated 
at 90 per cent. 

360. In Burdwan the rainfall was adequate and well distributed, but 

heavy showers in October caused much damage to ■>vinter rice on low lands. 
In Birbhnm the rain set in rather late, and the sowings of winter rice were late. 
I'he total area sown was less than that of last year. The raiu set in late in 
Bankura, and though in July and August the fall was general, it was not 
equally distributed, and all high lands were not cultivated. A break in October 
damaged the crop on high lauds. Habi crops suffered conoiderably. Unseason¬ 
able rain affected the outturn of all the important crops in Midnapore and 
Hooghly. The outturn of the bhadoi -food-crops of the Division was 66 per 
cent, only, and that of winter rice 84 per cent. Rabi food-crops gave a 70 per 
cent, onttom. . - 

361. The rainfall waft deficient and unevenly distributed. In the 24-Par- 
ganas the crops were damaged by heavy showers in October and by insect- 
pcsts. Floods injured the crops in Nadia and Murshidabad. In Khulna, paddy 
seedlings failed on account of insufficient rain. Bhadoi food-crops gave an 
outturn of only 62 per cent., while winter rice yielded 79 per cent, of a normal 
crop. ‘ The outturn of rabi food-crops amounted to only 69 per cent. 

362. Rain in Juno was sufficient. Heavy floods in July and August 
damaged the bhadoi crops in all districts except Gaya. Floods did great injury 
in Darbhanga. After they had subsided, paddy was retransplanted, but a 
long period of drought followed. The winter rice crop suffered on account of 
uneven distribution of the hathiya rains, and yielded a poor outturn. The 
Hoseasonable cessation of rain at the beginning of the season, followed by 
untimely rain in Febraary and March, caused further damage. The bhadoi 
food-crops of the Division gave an outturn of 46 per cent., winter rice 59 per 
cent, and rabi food-crops 69 per cent. The outturn of opium and sugarcane 
was 81 per cent., and of indigo only 43 per cent. 

363. There was insufficient rain for -winter rice and for bhadoi crops. The 
monsoon was fairly satisfactory at the beginning of the season but excessive 
rain thereafter in somG parts of the Division caused floods which did some 
damage. Subsequently the rainfall was dofleient, except in the Sonthal Patganas 
and adjacent tracts. The rain was insufficient for rabi sowings. There was 
unseasonable heavy rain in Febraary and March, accompanied in a good many 
places by hail. Except in the Sonthal Pargahas, tl^e harvests have been very 
unsatisfactory. The bhadoi food-crops in the Division yielded an ontturn of 69 
per cent., winter rice 73 per cent., and rabi food-crops 72 per cent.. The 
outturn of indigo and opium was 66 and 53 per cent, of the noruoal, and that. 
of sugarcane 95 per cent. 
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‘ 364. The xainfall vaq inadequate, and generally anfavourable. It was not DisTBaiTTioisr. 
evenly distributed, except in Puri. In Balasore it was insufficient in the early Onssa 

} )art of the year, and cultivation operations were retarded especially^ in hi^n Division. 
ands. A break in the rains, when the crops were maturing, resulted in partial ’ 

loss on high lands and in an unsatisfactory outturn on low lands. In Angul the 
rainfall was very small in June, and sowings oi hhadoi crops and of winter 
rice were retarded. In October and November it was very light, and insuffi*^ 
oibut for winter rice and for rabi crops. In Cu^ck and Sambalpur conditions at* 
the time of sowing were good. In the latter district the rainfaU was insufficient 
in the end of July and ■ beginning of August. The autumn rice sbffered con¬ 
siderably in consequence. The rainfall in Puri was seasonably distributed 
throughout the year, and the crops were assured. The yield of the hhadoi food- 
crops of the Division amounted to 77 per cent, of the normal, while winter rice 
showed an outturn of 89 per cent. The outturn of raU food-crops was returned 
at 80 per cent. 

365. The rainfall was above the normal during the year only in the Choto •Nagpur 
district of Ranchi; in other * districts it was much below the normal. The DiTisi®o* 
monsoon season was favourable for hhadoi crops, which yielded a better outturn 
than in the precedipg year. Winter rice did well in Ranchi, Palaman and 
Singhbhum, out it suffered from deficient rain in September, October and 
November in Hazaribagh and Manbhum. Cloudy and rainy weather in 
December affected the outturn of all rahi crops everywhere. Bhadoi food-crops 
showed an outturn of 97 per cent., wintea rice an outturn of 92 per cent,, and 
rahi food-crops an outturn of 67 per cent. only. 


Horticulture. 

[Annasl Iteport of the Iloyal Botanic Garden, Calontta, and the Lloyd Botanic Garden, for the 
. year 1906-19U7.] 

366. It is interesting to note that the present is the 120th annual report OeneraL 
of this institution. The want of a proper survey, as a preliminary to preparing 

a catalogue and an accurate record of the plants cultivated in the garden, has 
long been felt. This work was taken up late in the year and cunsiderab e 
progress has been made in it. In matters of detail, some rearrangements have 
been made to the advantage of the.g 9 nornl appearance of the garden. The' 
roads have been kept in repair and •the avenue of Royal Palms has been 
relaid. But it is apprehended that the present system oi road-making and 
repairs must be replaced by a lees dusty method, especially as motor-cars are 
now not infrequent visitors. Preparations for the establishment of a collection 
of economic plants are in full swing. 

367. The plot .experiments with “sunn” hemp were continued; The Economic and 
improvements were very great in the development of the plants and the 
appearance of the fibre. The fibre was sent to London for valuation, but no 

reply has as yet been received. No further econopiic experiments will be 
made at the garden, as the establishment of the Imperial and Provincial 
Agricultural Departments have provided a better agency and more suitable 
conditions for carrying on such experiments. The garden can in future be 
devoted more particularly to botanical research. Useful work has been done 
in the past by exchanging indigenous or acclimatized seeds and plants of 
economic in^rtance with other countries. The United States, German East* 

Africa, the French Colonial Bureau, Tiflis, the Philippine Islands, Trinidad, 
and Brazil are among the places with which exchanges have been effected. 

This work will not cease. 

368. No Curator has as yet been appointed, for the Herbarinm and Herbarium and 
Museum, so the progress made is merely nommal. Still some twelve thousand Museum, 
specimens have been added to it, and about a thousand distributed. Collections 

have . be«n sent on loan to other institutions, even so far away as Berlin. 

The Laboratory and Musqum still await the appointment of the o^cer who will 
put them to use. 

• 869. A course in practical arborioultuie will be given in future by the Arboriculture. 

Curator to sub-overseers and others deputed for training by District and Local 
Boards. Considerable benefit should be derived from this course, and a better 

r 4 
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return may be expected in future for the money expended by local bodies' on 
tree-planting;. 

370. Severe hailstorms damaged unprotected plants on three occasions. 
Alpine plants are being introduced. The garden workshops were rebuilt 
during the year, and in the nursery a new glass propagating-house and seed 
room were built. The fencing, paths and banks were kept in repair as far as 
,labour was available. 

371. The allotments were spent in full, but there were considerable 
savings under the head “ Salaries,” as some posts were not filled up during 
the year. The revenue was Rs. 457 Calcutta and merely nominal in 
Darjeeling, as the Lloyd Botanic Carden has ceased to compete with private 
nursery enterprises. 


Cinchona Plantation and Factory. 

372. The climatic conditions were normal, Mungpoo plantation having a 
rainfall of 125*22 inches and Munsong 78*34. 

373. During the year 141*84 acres were planted with nearly 375,000 
young trees, and special case was taken to plant out from trees that contained 
a good percentage of quinine in the bark. It is proposed in future to put the 
two plantations ou an independent footing, as the work has increased largely, 
and their distance apart (two days’ jgurney under uncomfortable conditions) 
renders effective supervision of the two by one officer impossible. 

374. There was an increase of 287 lbs. in the output of quinine sulphate, 
which amounted to 16,065 lbs. The additional machinery is not yet in full 
working order; its estimated capacity is 20,000 lbs. and it is hoped to work 
up to this figure Owing to the installation of new machinery, only 2,652 lbs. 
of cinchona febrifuge wore manufactured. The average yield of quinine 
sulphate in the bark was only 2*68 per cent. Further stops are being taken 
to endeavour to remedy this, as the financial results cannot be satisfactory 
when a vast quantity of bark has to be handled to secure.the required amount 
of quinine sulphate. The profit on the year’s working was nominal, but it 
is obviously desirable to make as little profit as possible from the sale of these 
remedies. 


Forests. 

[Tho annua] progress report; of Forest Administration, 1906-1907.] 

375. There has been an increase during the year in the area of Protected 
Forests and a decrease in that of Reserved Forests. At the close of the year 
there -rtrero over 7,000 square miles of forest area in th*e province. 

376. The survey of the Sundarbans Reserved Forests was begun and 
about half the area was surveyed. The dangers and difficulties encountered 
were considerable. 'The boundaries were well looked after, and much progress 
was made in the preparation of systematic working plans for various areas. 
Efforts to regulate, the fellings in certain divisions were continued. 

377. Road making is very far advanced now in the Singhbhuifi division 
and maintenance of previously constructed roads is meeting with its proper 
share of attendance. Efforts are being made to expedite the preparation of 
proper quarters for subordinates, but progress is slow, as skilled labour and 
supervision are difficult to procure. Local superstitions are frequently hostile 
influences and unhealthy localities take their toll of life for nearly every 
building that is constructed. 

378. There is a considerable reduction in the number of offences brought 
to light, but the reduction in the number of prosecutions is not in proportion. 
A very large number of cases, were compounded. This method ,has its 
advantages but its operation requires much careful supervision to prevent its 
being made an engine of oppression, 

Shooting offences are reported to be very prevalent, and difficult of pre¬ 
vention. Incendiarism is suspected as the cause of a series of forest fires in 
Angul, where about 1,600 acres were burnt. Obviously detection of tho 
perpetrators is extremely difficult and it is not surprising that a number of 
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preaecutions wpre abortive. On the whole, the efforts to protect the fOTests DisTBrawrioir. 
from fire were very successful. Singhbhum division h^ now escaped practically — 
unscathed for three consecutive years, and the attitude of forest users in the 
Sonthal Parganas is no longer one of hostility to fire protection. 

379. An interesting experiment is in progress at Darjeeling. Certain Protection firom 
areas hare been entirely devoted to pasturage, as it is hoped to obviate the nded cattle and 

for permitting grazing in the forests over a wide area by having a small area of causes of 

genuine grazing grounds. The result of this experiment will help to detennind 

the general questions now pending with regard to future arrangements for 

grazing. It is the right that forest users value the most, as j)bey prefer the 

present help of access to grazing grounds to the problematical advantages of a 

more abundant supply of brushwood and timber in the future. * 

Creeper cutting and general cleaning has been largely resorted to, as a 
nfoasure of protection against injuries arising from natural causes. 

380. A new division was created and during the year the staff was Administra- 
strengthened. A brief practical course was inaugurated at Kurseong for sdven 

selected Foresters and Deputy Hangers. It is hoped that this will lead to a 
general increase of efficiency, and that a desirablo class of recruits for the 
lower grades of Forest Rangers will be created. 

The proposed reorganization of the subordinate establishment is still under 
consideration. 

381. There is a substantial increase in the revenue and greater increase in Financial, 
the expenditure during. the year. Stijl, as there was a net surplus of 44^ per 

-cent, of the revenue, the condition of the commercial side of the department is 
satisfactory. The Angul division shows a small profit fur the first time in its 
history. Its future prospects seem well assured. Even more than in the case 
of railways, an immediato profit on the capital expenditure cannot be looked 
for, but in from 20 to 30 years, the income from tracts that are at present 
unproductive should be considerable, as the young trees are promising and the 
depleted condition of many forests is undergoing a change for the better. 

Farther details about Forest Revenue and its distribution between 
Provincial and Imperial Finance will be found in Chapter V of this report. 


Manufactur&s and Mines. 

[Diyifiional Commiasionors' MisocllaneouB KepoVt^: Statistics of British India, Part I—Indnstria!.] 

382. A history of the Jute Industry in Bengal is given in the Annual J®te. 
Customs Report for 1906. The total area under jute in the year under report 
was estimated at 3,336,400 acres and the outturn at 8,736,220 bales. The 
revised figures for the previous year are 3,128,300 acres and 8,088,093 bales, 
respectively. The .increased area put under the crop is directly due^ to the 
great demand and extraordinarily high prices for tliis staple during the year. 

At the close of the year, there were 42 juto-mills at work in the province, 
which gave employment to* 165,692 persons. The nominal capital of these 
mills is over 538 lakhs, and-the value of last year’s output was over 1,500 lakhs. 

383. The total number of cotton mills in the Province is 13. The trade Cotton, 
returns show a considerable increase in the imports of cotton-spinning machinery, 

as the demand for country-woven cloth has received an impetus of late years. 

.There were 441,469 spindles at work and employment was given to about 
11,5.63 persons daily. The nominal capital invested in these mills is nearly 116 
lakhs of rnpees, or £450,000. 

384. In Darjeeling district tea gardensj numbering 154 in all, were at Tea. 
work during the year. There has been an increased demand for tea and better 
prices have boon obtained. . The output has largely increased from 12,448,365lbs, 

to 15,241,9201b8. The area under tea was 48,867 acres, against 50,618 acres 
in the previous year. 

It ‘is reported that owing to the poor demand for their leaf, the tea-planta¬ 
tions in Chota Nagpur have not sWed in the general prosperity of the 
industry. One garden fn Hazaribagh made 420lbs. of tea. In Ranchi, 21 
gardens made 288,7261bs., which is over 40,0001b8. loss than last year. 

S85. There was great activity in the coal market during the year. The Coal, 
quantity raised was 8,617,820 tons, which exceeds the figure for last year by 
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1»S83,717 tons. Constant complaints are made of the shortage, of waggons for 
transporting coal, and special arrangements are being made to increase the 
supply and so remedy this inconvenience. 

Nearly 83,000 persons are in constant employment at the qoal-fields. The 
value of the coal raised last year was over 238^ lakbs. 

386. Bengal produces nearly half the mica mined in India. Its output , 
in the past year was 35,496 owts., valued at nearly 39 lakhs. Constant 
Employment was given to nearly 8,000 persons. 

387, In the past year 69,397 tons, valued at Rs. 151,376, were raised. 
The sohemedof establishing works at Sini is making rapid progress. 

888. There has been an improvement in the price obtained for this pro> 
duct, and the outturn shows an increase in the North Bihai* Districts from 17,193 
maunds to 21,666 maunds in quantity; and in value from.Bs. 23,59,000 
to Rs. 32,40,000. The extended use of Natal or Java seed contributed to this 
result, as with it a better outturn and better dye are obtained, while the 
cultivation is cheaper, as it is necessary to sow only in alternate years. 

389. In the past year, 348,263 cwt. of saltpetre, valued at nearly 41 lakhs,' 
Were manufactured. Sixty-one tons of salt, valued at Rs. 257, wore manufac¬ 
tured during the year. 

390. In the Presidency Division, it is reported that the manufacture of 
sugar continues to decline, o-mng to foreign competition. In the Bhagalpur 
Division, there are several refineries, but their methods are unscientific and their 
outturn is small. In the Patna Divisiop, sugar manufacture is otirried on in 
every district. The refineries that are worked on the native plan are not very 
prosperous. In Champaran, two new factories under European management 
were opened during the year: there has in consequence been a large increase 
in the output, from 16,000 to 46,500 maunds about, in the Bettiah subdivision 
alone. The Bara and Seeraha Factories made about 27,000 maunds. The 
factory at Ottur made 1,223 tons. The cane-crushing mill at Benipore made a 
nominal profit daring the year. Better results are hoped for in future. 


MISCELLANEOUS MANDFACTUBES IN EACH DIVISION. 


Presidency 

Division. 


,Bnrdwan 

Division. 


good results 
'u 


Bhagalpur 

Division. 


Patna Division. 


891. In addition to the Jute and cotton mills there are the following;— 
Paper; two mills at Kankinara and Titaghar continue to work with 
one mill in Berhampore doubled its output, and there was 
corresponding rise in the value of its.products. Silk; two firms under Euro¬ 
pean direction arc engaged in silk winding in Murshidabad. Owing to sickness 
and the high price for the raw material, the year was not very prosperous. 
Locks, brushes, mats, clay-fyures (Krishnagar), blankets, and glased pottery arc 
among the minor locally manufactured articles. 

An attempt at match-box and writing-pen manufacture in the 24-PargauaB 
district failed.. Also, tobacco-curing failed at Narail. 

392. In this Division are found tho factories of the Bengal Iron and Steel 
Company, Messrs. Burn & Co.’s Iron and. Pottery Works, numerous 
jute and cotton mills, flour and oil-mills, a bone-mill, paper-mills and silk- 
reeling establishments. Ropes are also made largely in Hooghly and Howrah.' 
The above industries were all in a fairly prosperous condition. The minor 
articles manufactured are cutlery CincladeB the usual agricultural implements); 
earthenware ; mats ; ehmieals (at Konneugar); huqaa tobacco, of which a specitdly 
well-known brand is largely exported to other districts from Bankura; leather 
(near Raniganj). 

393. The chief manufactures are tassar and bafta silks, native cotton cloth, 
lac, guns and pistols in Monghyr, and blankets. New enterprises are two rice- 
mills, ^ave fibre mill, e^ar and cigarette factory. The small hosiery and soap 
factories have been closed. The Monghyr slate quarries are prosperous. 

894. The usual small industries that provide brass and copper irtnu ajls, 
rough cotton goods, pottery and ornaments for domestic use, continue in the old 
groove. An attempt to improve the Oaya carpet-weaving by establis^g a 
technical school at Obra failed, as the weavers would ‘not disclose their trade, 
secrets. The same industry in Shahabad u reported to be declining. Umestone 
quarries are being developed in that district. RokU silk is made in mnftll 
quantities in Darbhanga. Blankets and coarse clot/a are made everywhere. 
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• 305. Loom produced everywhere, but shellac is manufactured only in 
Ranchi, HazariWh and Manbhum. Manbhum has 82 factories at work, 

Ranchi, 8' and Hazaribagh, 1 only, Tassar-sUk has not continued to flourish, j)xY|gion ^ 
the outturn for the year being only just 11,000 yards, against 33,000 in the 
previous year. Soap-stone is found in parts of Manbhum and Singbbhura, and 
small objects are made from it. Coarse cotton cloth, blankets and the usual 
domestic implements are manufactured everywhere. ^ 

‘ * 396. As hitherto, paid and silver ornaments, tassar and cotton cloth, domestic Orissa Division, 

and agricultural implements, are the chief manufactures. An attempt has been 
made to encourage the introduction pf the fly-shuttle amongdhb weavers of 
muslin fabrica 

The salt manufacture on the shores of the Chilka Lake has* been abolished, 
and there is some^distress among the people thus deprived of their livelihood. 


Working of. the Indian Factories Act. 

[Annual Eeport on the workin/; of the Indian Factories Act for 1906 : Statistics of British India, 

Part I—Industrial.] 

397. The number of factories at the close of the year was 190, as against Number of 
185 at the close of the year 1905. Nine new factories wore brought under thefiwtories and 
operation of the Act during the year under report, viz., I in Calcutta, 6 in the system of work- 
24-Pargana8 and 2 in Howrah. There^was a decrease of 4 factories, viz,, 1 in 

the 24-I*axgBna8, 2 in Howrah and 1 in Jessore. Work was carried on in 82 
factories by shifts or sets, in 92 with midday stoppages, in 9 under a system of 
-shifts and midday stoppages combined, and in 7 with other arrangements. 

The average daily number of operatives (men, women and children)'employed 
was 266,205, as compared with 234,725 in the year 190.'>. 

398. Inspections were made in 5 factories once, in 26 twice, in 77 thrice. Inspections, 
and in 82 more than thrice. The inspections were generally attended with 

useful results, the suggestions and remarks made by tho Inspecting Officers 
receiving proper attention from the managers concerned. 

399. The sanitary arrangements of the factories are reported to have Sanitary 
been adequate on the whole. The premises were, as a rule clean, well-ventilated, arrangements 
and free from overcrowding. In Howrah, however, the latrines attached 

some of the mills and the measures adopted for cleansing them were found to bo 
unsatisfactory. The8e.defect8 were brdught to tho notice of the Managers and 
the Municipality. Certain factories in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions 
have adopted septic tank latrines which have worked well in most cases. It is 
to be noted, however, that the chlorination of the effluent has not always been 
properly carried out where this type of latrine is in use. Steps are being 
taken to ensure that this is done in future. » 

400. Most of tho factories in the Burdwan and Presidency Divimons are Quarters for 

f irovided with cooly-linee for the operatives. The sanitary condition .of those operatives, 
ines is reported to be good on the whole, and those attached to the Dalhousie 
Mill are worthy of special mention. The operatives in certain mills in the 
town of Howrah live in bustees. The Local Municipality is taking active 
measures for the improvement of these settlements. The kuteha surface drain 
round the Baranagar Jute Mill continues to be a nuisance. The Calcutta 
Municipal authorities are now laying sewage pipes on the road adjoining the 
mill, and until this work is completed, no action can bo token by the Manager 
to provide drainage for the latrines of this factory. 

401. The supply of water is favourably reported on and is said to have Water-supply, 
been adequate; In tho towns of Calcutta and Howrah the factories are supplied 
with tiltorcd drinking water from the municipal mains, but outside this radius 
the water has to be purified either by the construction of special filter-beds, or 
by the employment of various patent filters. At Jamalpur, good drinking 
water is obtained from wells. In Hooghly certain factories provide river water 
after having it settled. The Civil Surgeon of Serampur is satisfied that there 
have been no bad results from its use; but there is no apparent reason why 
tiie mills concerned should not supply filtered water to their workpeople. 

402. As a general rule the Managers of Factories were careful to exclude Vaccinatiou of 
unprotected operatives; no case of resistance to vaccination has been reported..operatives. 
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In Burd wan a large number of the hands employed in the mills i^at have coody- 
lines were vaccinated. In Hooghly a good deal of work is done by the 
municipal .vaccinators. 

403. The general health of the operatives was good, but cholera broke 

out in the coolydines of the Pottery Works at Raniganj, there being 26 attacks 
and 8 deaths. The arrangements for the treatment for the sick were satis¬ 
factory. There were also 23 deaths in the Buxar CentralJail Factory. In 
'Ihe Presidency Division, almost all the larger factories are provided with well- 
stocked dispensaries under the charge of qualified medical men, while some 
mills entertain the services of European Medical Officers for the treatment of 
their European employes. It is satisfactory to note that, in this division, the 
health of the workpeople is said to compare favourably with that of similar 
classes outside the mills. ^ ^ 

404. The Magistrate of Howrah reports that wages of operatives are 
higher than those generally earned by people of the same status engaged in 
other pursuits. The rise in the price of food-grains did not materially affect 
the rate. I’he mill-hands are a prosperous class,* especially as in many cases 
they receive good house accommodation, excellent drinking water, and free 
meoical attendance. 

f 405. The rules regulating the employment of women and children are 
reported to have been generally observed. In a few cases in the Burd wan 
Division, under-age children were found employed. The attention of the 
managers concerned has been called to this irregularity. 

A proposal to take the thumb-marks of children employed in factories so 
as to prevent their being employed for longer than the proper time, and to 
prevent personation where the shift system prevails, is under consideration. 

406. On the whole the machinery in factories was well-fenced, and pro¬ 
tected where dangerous. The Special Inspector still continues to urge on 
managers the necessity of fitting small rollers to the calendar inaohiues with a 
view to prevent accidents; and it is hoped that this safeguard will eventually 
be generally adopted. 

407. The total number of accidents during the year <wa8 962, as against 
785 in the previous year. Of these, 600 wore of a slight and 328 of a serious 
nature, while 34 proved fatal. The Magistrate of Howrah reports that some 
accidents, which were reported as serious, subsequently ended fatally. The 
managers have been instructed to submit supplementary reports in such cases. 
Almost all the accidents were due to ca’.’eleBsneB8 on the part of the operatives 
injureu. 

408. There was no prosecution daring the year. Ijast year a strike was 
reported in the Fort Glostor Jute Mills at Jiowreah. This year also the mill 
hands struck work on account of tho introduction of a system of labour under 
which the operatives worked from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., instcail of by electric light 
at night. The strikers were backed by influential people in Calcutta connected 
with tho mudeshi agitation. A body of police was stationed at the Mills to 
maintain order. The manager also dismissed nine of the ringloaders; and 
eight of the strikers were sent up for trial and convicted of rioting. These 
measures had a beneficial effect; and work was soon resumed. The strike at 
the India Jute Mills at Serampore appears to have been due to the measures 
adopted by the Manager to ensure punctuality in attendance and the punish¬ 
ment of late comers. The timely intervention of the Police and the dismissal 
of two of the ringleaders brought about a speedy resumption of work. 

409. As a result of an exhaustive enquiry, it has been found that there 
is no general scarcity of factory-labour. Much valuable information has been 
collected regarding the prubalblo sources of supply for further demands for 
factory operatives. 


Trade. 

[Bepoft on the Maritime Trade of Bengal for l606.1;907.] 

41(b The trade of the Province in 1906-1907 is the highest on record- U 
represents an advance of 12 per cent, on the total of 1905-1906, the previous 
highest. Both ifoports and exports show an increase as compared with ksk 
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year’s figures, the former of 6 per cent, and the latter of 16'9 per cent, mainly distribution* 
in the form of articles of Indian origin. — 

extent to which the foreign trade of the Province is centred in 
Calcutta will be apparent from the following figures (in thousands of rupees); — 


Merchandise— 
Imports 
Exports 


Provinco. 

lie. 

42,00,59 

78,90,36 


CAlr^Otta* 

Rs. 

42,00,59 

78,47,97 


All the treasure imported into, and exported from the Province was 
received at or despatched from Calcutta. 

^ The Orissa Ports of Balasore, Cuttack and Puri are now the only minor 
ports of the Province, Chittagong having been transferred to the new Province of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. The bulk of tlieir trade consists of rice for export. 
I’he trade of these minor ports is separately dealt with later on. The trade 
discussed in the paragraphs below is that of Calcutta only. 


Imports of Merchandise. 


411. I'he value (42 crores) of thd imported merchandise was distributed Principal 
as follows among the principal articles in the import trade (in thousands of articks 


rupees):— 


imported. 


1905-06. 


1006-07. 



Rs. 

CD 

Rb. 

Rs. 

Cotton piece-goods 
„ other fabrics 

19,38,60) 

21,44,56 

17,01.13 \ 
78,60 } 

18,62,80 

„ yam ... 

Iron and stcol ^ 

1,02,62) 

• • • 

3,15,66 

83,07 ) 

• • . 

3,73,10 

Sugar 


2,53,18 

... 

3,34,79 

Machinery and millwork... 
Railway materials ... 

. . . 

2,34,95 

... 

2,27,71 

• 

40,92 


1,91,48 

I’etroleum — 

Kerosene 

70,98 i • • 

97,73 

71,23 j 

1,00,30 

Other sorts 

26,75 j • 

29,07 ) 

Hardware and cutlery ... 


75,09 

• « m 

87,64 

SpiooB 

•• • 

49,70 


71,69 

Drugs and narcotics 

... 

67,61 

> . « 

65,62 

Salt 

... 

53,30 

54,36 


52,82 

Liquors ... ^ i.. 



50,39 

AVoolJen goods 


64,19 

a** 

44,72 

Apparel 

... 

51,22 

... 

42,84 

412. The value of the cotton goods 

imported in 

1905-1906 

was the hi 

cirdod. The figures for 1906-1907 show a decline of 282 lakhs, or 18'] 


cent. The decrease was shared by all descriptions of goods. The average 
price of cotton piece-goods was 2 annas 4 pies per yard compared with 
2 annas 3 pies in the previous year. The reduced imports of the year 
may in part be due to the madesM movement, but are also ascribable to 
enhanced prices and the dearness of food-stuffs prevailing in the l^vinoe. 

413. The iucrease in the imports of metals, which received a cheek in Metals. 
1905-1906, was in the year under report the highest recorded. There was a 
considerable rise in the price of almost all descriptions of metals, and the 
increase in value was shared by all metals except brass and lead. In quantity, 
stool shows a contraction of 1 per cent.; but, owing to increase in the price, the 
aggregate value rose by 5'6 per cent. There was an insignificant rise in the 
quantity of copper imported, but the value rose by 26 rar cent. This was the 
result of the abnormally high price of the metal ruling during the year. In 
Calcutta the price ruled at an average of Rs. 70^, as against Rs. 56 per cwt. in 
1905^1906. Iron shows an increase of 16 per cent, in quantity and 30 per cent, 
in value. The rise in the imports of this metal, in spite of high prices, must 
bo ascribed to industrial expansion. The trade in tin shows a further fall 
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this year of 8 per cent, in quantity, but the value indicates-a rise of l'3'5 
per cent. Load is the only metal which shows a perceptible decline both in 
quantity and value of 28 per cent, and 17 per cent, respectively. 

414. In total sugar (excluding confectionery) there was an incroase of 64 
per cent, in quantity and 82 per cent, in value. The advance in the receipt of 
refined and unrefined sugar (other than molasses) was 46 per cent, in quantity 
and 24 per cent, in value, the incroase in refined sugar being 60 per cent, and 
27 per cent., respectively. The imports of best sugar amounted to 1,214,631 
cwt., a rise of 28 per cent., and of cane sugar to 2,337,108 cwt., a rise of 68 
per cent. Tlio most noteworthy feature' of the year is the increase in the 
supply of beet s,ugar from Germany, at the expense of Austria-Hungary, and 
the unprecedented imports of cane sugar (refined and unrefined) from Java. 
The larger trade with Germany in the year was duo to the low price ruling for 
German sugar in comparison with Austrian, for the greater portion of the 
year. Germany increased her shipments by 455 per cent., while those of 
Austria-Hungary were reduced by 54 per cent. Java sugar has the advantage 
of being similar to the Indian product, and therefore less open to objection 
upon the ground of foreign origin. The trade of this sugar increased in the 
year under report by 82 per cent. The Mauritius crop was abundant, but the 
supply to Bengal diminished by 2 per cent. The price of gtir ruled high in 
the past year, and the importation of molasses from Java and Mauritius rose 
by 241 per cent, and 64 per cent, respectively. 

415. The imports of machinery and millwork show a decrease of 7} lakhs, 
or nearly 3 per cent. Steam-engines, of which the value reached 39 lakhs, 
rose by nearly 4 per cent. But machinery coming under other descriptions fell 
by 4 per cent. The greatest increase was in cotton mill machinery, duo to 
the erection of a new cotton mill, the value rising by nearly G lakhs. 

416. To obtain a true idea of the value of imports of railway materials, it 
is necessary to combine the value of imports on private account with that of 
those made by the State. The result is an incroase from 238*65 lakhs to 
320*13 lakhs, or 34 per cent. The increase is due entirely to the greater 
demand for carriages and trucks, the value of which rose from 71*8 lakhs to 
167*5 lakhs, or by 133 per cent. 

417. There were no imports of kfiroseno oil from Russia in the year 
owing to political disturbances in that country; but there was a largely 
increased output from Borneo and Sumtitra, and the deficiency in the imports 
of the Russian product has been made up by a larger supply from those 
countries and the United States. Though prices have risen, the trade has boon 
good on the whole. The United States increased her shipments by 22 per cent, 
in value ainl Borneo by 53 per cent., while the exports from Sumatra rose 
fi'om an^insignificant amount, Rs. 69,000, in 1905-1906,to 8*2 lakhs in the year 
under report. The shipments of the Straits Settlements debliued by 10*9 lakhs, 
or 44 per cent, in value. The total decline in the imports of kerosene oil 
from foreign ports was 273, thousand gallons, but there was an increase in value 
of 25 thousand rupees. The imports from foreign countries do not, however, 
afibrd a complete presentation of the petroleum trade of Calcutta. The imports 
of mineral oil coastwise from Burma were 37*85 million gallons, valued at 
115*39 lakhs, against 31*61 million gallons at 97*77 lakhs in 1906-06. 
The increase was 20 j)or cent, in quantity and 18 per cent, in value. It 
exceeded the foreign trade by over 36 per cent, in quantity and 15 per cent, 
in value. 

418. The increase in the value of hardware and cutlery imported was due 
mainly to high prices ita raw materials. It may be presumed that the actual 
increase in quantities imported was not so great as the values recorded show. 
Lampwaro increased considerably in value, and cutlery and sewing machines 
to a smaller extent, whilst enamelled ware, and implements and tools fell 
slightly in value. 

410. The total value of Spices imported was 71*59 lakhs, which was an 
advance of 21*89 lakhs, or 44 per cent. Betel-nuts constitute 92 per cent, 
of the importations; and although the price of foreign betel-nuts has risen 
from an average of Rs. 7-0-4 per cwt. to Rs. 10-1-1, the imports of the‘year 
increased in quantity from 69 to 73^ million pounds and in value from 43*25 
to 66 lakhs. 
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420. The value of the trade in drugs and narcotics was f55‘63 lakbS} which pistbIbution. 
is less than that in the previous year by 1*89 lakhs, or 3 per cent. Imports of Dnigg^^nd 
camphor continued to fall, and amounted to 162*1 thousand pounds, or loss by Ifarootics* 

2,000 pounds than that in 1905-06, but the price was enhanood as a result 

of the scarcity prevailing in Japan. Imports of quinine decreased. Proprietary 
and patent nioaicities have risen in value by nearly 2 lakhs, whilst the quantity 
of cocaine imported advanced from 205 to 339 ounces. Imports of tohacce 
amounted to 31*22 lakhs, or 5 per cent, less than in the previous year, which 
was a record year. Cigarettes, the most important factor ir^ this trade, 
accounted for 73 per cent, of the total. • * 

421. A feature of the year under report was the reduction in the rate of Salt, 
duty of Re. 1-8 to He. 1 per bazar maund with effect from 20th March 1907. 

TJie quantify of salt received in Calcutta in the year was nearly 400,000 tons. 

Imports from tho United Kingdom increased from 177,695 to 192,383 tons, 

or by 8 per cent., and from Germany from 22,839 to 37,320 tons, or by 64 per 
cent. Spain, which had sent .trial shipments of 5,000 tons in 1904-1905 and 
27,000 tons in 1905-1906, nearly doubled her exports this year. Turkey in Asia 
sent this year, for tho first time, 5,600 tons. The receipts from all other 
countries declined, and in cases of Rod Sea ports and Aden the decline 
was very considerable, being 51 per cent, and 30 per cent., respectively. 

The quantity of salt cleared for consumption rose to 400,204 tons, which 
is much above the average of recent years. The average selling piice in 
(Jalcutta was Rs. 48-10-3 per 100 mSunds, as compared with Rs. 50-11-9 
in the previous year. 

422. Tlie volume of the trade in liquors increased in the year from Liquors. 
1,441,418 to 1,516,875 gallons, or 6 per cent., but tho value declined from 54*24 

to 50*32 lakhs, or 7 per cent. About 60 per cent, of tho total trade is accounted 
for by malt liquors, the trade in which increased in quantity from 776,286 to 
802,805 gallons, or 15 per cent., and in value from 11*72 lakhs to 13 lakhs, or 
about 11 per cent. Heavy clearances had been made in anticipation of the 
enhanced duties, whjch came into force on the 26th January 1906, and, as a 
result, there has been a reduction both in landings and clearances for whisky, 
brandy and other potable spirits during the year. Imports of whisky declined 
by 18 per cent, in quantity and 14 per cent, in value, and those of brandy by 
21 per cent, in quantity and 14 per cent, in value. Other sorts of spirits and 
liquors show an increase, which is^Mue mainly to larger importation of 
methylated spirits, from 85,357 to 122,733 gallons, chiefly from Germany. 

423. The woollen trade generally was affected by the rise in the price of Woollen goods, 
wool, the total value declining by 30 per cent. Piece-goods and shawls 

declined by 23 per cent, and 61 per cent,, respectively. The only goods 
imported in greater quantity were yarns and knitting wools. The •imports 
from the United Kingdom and Germany declined in value by 14 per cent, and 
49 per cent, respectively, and their shares in the total trade of woollen goods 
stood at 66 per cent, and 29 per cent, as compared with 54 per cent, and 39 per 
cent, in 1905-1906. Exports of raw wool rose to over 4 million pounds, or 9 
per cent., the average price per pound being 5 pies higher. 

The value of the imports of apparel was 42-84 lakhs, which shows a 
decrease of 16 per cent. The figure is the lowest tabulated since 1898-99, and is 
specially noticeable in the case of boots and shoes, the value of which fell by 
41 per cent, to 6*42 lakhs. The fall in these goods represents 54 per cent, of 
the total decrease. 

424. Imports from the United Kingdom represent 64 per cent, of the total Import trade of 
trade (in merchandise and treasure) of Calcutta in the year 1906-1907; this is Calcutta with 
5 per cent, less than the figures for last year. The relative positions of other counmes. 
European countries and Australasia in the import trade remain the same as 

last year, namely, 10 per cent, and 9 per cent, respectively of the whole. 

Of theTemainder, about 12 per cent, comes from countries in Asia, 3 per cent, 
from Africa, and 2 per cent, from America. 

. Exports of Merchandise. 

425. The value of the export trade of tho Province rose from about Chief ^icles 
67*75 to 78*9 crores^ or 16 per cent., the chief increase being in jute. It 
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^stributed as follows among the principal articles of the export trade (in 
thousands of rupees):— 


1905-C6. 1906-07. 

—,_-A.— 



lis. 

Bb. 

Be. 

lie. 

Jute, raw 

Jute, manufactiu'ed 

15,61,37 

12,39,31 

28,00,68 

24,12,60 j 
15,65,36) 

89,77,86 

Hides and Skins 


7,75,89 

8,12,49 

Opium 


7,02,34 


7,40,31 

Tea ‘ . 


6,46,13 

...... 

7,36,97 

Lao 


3,14,82 


3,46,92 

Grain and Pulse 


6,30,82 


3,12,63 

Oil-seeds 


<1,32,28 


2,24,42 

Cotton, raw 


1,34,13 


1,50,02 

Goal and Cuke ... 


6,54 

6«. I.« 

73,89 

Silk, raw 


42,54 


55,16 

Indigo 


41,03 


46,07 


426. The value of jute and of the goods manufactured from it (gunny 
bags and cloth) represents over half of the aggregate value of the foreign trade 
of Calcutta. The estimated output of juto in 1906-1007 was 9,580,800 bales 
of dOOlbs. each, ns compared with 9,127,400 bales in 190.5-1906. The supply, 
however, failed to keep pace with demand, and as u result prices ruling 
throughout the|year were veiy high, the average being lls. 60-4-4 a bale, against 
lis. 44-11-7 in the previous year. The exports of raw juto were 6,945,000 
bales, valued at 24,12*5 lakhs, against 6,621,000 bales, valued at 15,61*67 
lakhs in 1905-1906. There was thus an increase of 9 per cent, in quantity and 
over 54 per cent, in value. Tlie incrcaso was in the shipments to the United 
Kingdom and Germany by 110,065 hales, or 7*6 per cent, and 224,671 bales, 
or 32 per cent, respectively. The year that has just eJo-sed has been distin¬ 
guished not so much by larger exports as by the abnormal prices to which tin,- 
raw material attained. 'J’ho tohil value <if jute and jute pianufactures during 
the year was the highest on record, namely, 40 croros, as compared with 28 
crorcsin 1905-1906, the previous highest., The United States is by far the largest 
importer of gunny bags and cloth. In gunny-bags her imports were smaller 
than those of the United Kingdom and Australia, being 25*79 millions, valued 
at 48 27 lakhs, as compai«d with lO'SSt.uiillions at 10*21 lakhs in the preceding 
year. In gunny-clotli she received 479*39 million yards, against 419*53 million 
yards received by her in 1905-1906. The increase was 1.4 per cent, in (juantity 
and 4.3 per cent, in value. Of the jute goods exported, the United States took 
about 38 per cent., while the United Kingdom received a little over 11 percent, 
only. The share of the United Kingdom in gunny-bags i^s second to that of 
Australia only, and stands at 33*82 millions, against 2.5*14 millions in the 
previous year. 'I’he increase was 34 per cent, in quantity and 5(i per cent, in 
value. 

427. The demand for hides and skins lias been exceptional, accompanied 
a continued rise in price during the greater portion of the year. Prices, in 
fact, rose to a higher range than at any time during the past 30 years. Exports 
from Calcutta in the year wore 4*5 per cent, greater than those in 1905-1906, 
the value rising from 775*89 to 812'49 lakhs. With the exception of the 
United States, all the principal customers increased the receipts. Germany, 
which is the largest importer of Indian hides, took over one-third of a million 
more than in the previous year, while the United States, which is the 
largest importer of raw skins, reduced her demand by 5*4 millions. There is a 
not decrease of 77 laklis in export to that country, wliich is probably due to 
higher prices ruling in Calcutta. The fall in the exports trade of raw skins is 
due to an increasing preference being shown for the dressed article. 

428. Exports from Bombay of Malwa opimn were the smallest known for 
many years, and, as a consequence, exports from Calcutta were on a larger scale. 
The prices in India wore lower than in the previous y&ar, the average price in 
Calcutta being Bs. 1,381 per chest as against lis. 1,438. The total quantity 
exported was 53,588 chests against 48,833 chests in tbe previous yoar. ' The 
Straits took 585 chests more than in 1905-1900, most of this opium being reshipped 
to Hong-Kuug, China, Siam, and tbe Malay States. Over 3,000 more chests 
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<99, T|fi likloMi d d) giTMlei m 4 !«•» daring IIm 

to ilut qoiljto d the the redoirilMi d dety fib the United Ktogdeto ^ 

id, Mt> |M 9 »ni ehd toe ebteiMuto d fetoMP stothde. The averege pme ef 
gerdeit tod told in Cbleiitta iir«f eneea 9 aiia (toe 9 per pound an oompeied 
erithaiiBto 9 tiid pirn 5 in the ptovtoae veer. Although eeooriderable quen^ 
dteetototipped Irom Ohitteg^, Oafoatta exported laat year tfaree>foarth« 
d toe IndiMi tea aent to foreign porta. The qaantity exported last year 
«aa 1T9'9 mitUohJpouiida, Valuea at 737 lakba, againat 158*3 suUion pounds 
at 645*19 latcha. ThereiraatottaaninoreaBe of 11 per cent. |n quantity and 
14 par oentv in value, United Kingdom increased her demand by 9 
millien ponjlda and Anatralto and Obina each by 3 million pounds. A compara* 
tivrily large inereaae ia obaerred in the ahi patents to Russia^ which during the 
year tow 19*7 toilUon pounds against 9*88 million pounds in the previous year, 
while Qtiplen lehiob, oontribu^d an insignificant quantity of 314,300 pounds In 
190519-06f increased her receipts nine times. 

489. The volume of the lae trade declined by 6,857 owi., or 3*5 per cent., Lw. 
white toe value rose W about 10 per cent. The average export price increased 
from an average of lid perowt. in 1905-1906 to Us. 131 in the year under 
report. The greatest consumer of lao is the United States, which took during 
the year 118,374 ewt., valued at 165*08 lakhs, or 45 per cent, of the total 
exports. The share of the United Kingdom was only 35 per cent. 

431. The exports of grain deoUned voiy considerably during the yoir. Grain and 
the quantity falling from 13*06 to 4 62 million cwts., and the value from pulse. 
6^*83 to 813*53 ^ha. The decrease was 6*3 per cent, in quantity and 50 
per cent, in value. The shipments of rice were less than wlf, while those 
of wheat were 6 per cent. only. The season was unfavourable in Bengal 
as well as in Eastern Bengal and Assam. The quantify of rice exported was 
sold at exceptional rates, and the average declared price for the year was 
Us. 7 as oompared wito Us. 5*13 in the previous year. The trade in other 
oere^, gram and ether pulses ” also shows a fall. 

483. The shipments of oihseeds fell by 8 per cent, in quantify and 3*4 per OO-sseds. 
cent in value. The outturn of linseed^ wnich constitutes by far the greater 
part of oil-seeds exported fromOalcutta, decreased in the year. Honce, all toe 
mndpid importing conntries leeeived.less than in the previous year except 
France. The exports of poppy-seed dCbreased owing to unfavourable season 
wTid higher prices; on the other band, larger shij^ents of cotton-seed, tea-seed 
and exrtonuts account for the increase under “ Otoer oil-seeds.” 

433, The exports d raw cotton increased by 15 per cent, in ^antity and Cotton, raw. 
12 par cent, to value, amountingto 573,700owt8. and 150*03 lakhs. The Calcntta 
trade foroM abeut 8 per dent, oil the total exports from British India. Thfi United 
Ktogdem, Qermany. Belginm, Italy, France and Japan increased their demand 
durntt toe Tfcr, whue AnstriopH angary and China imported less. 

494. Tlmqnantifyof ooalexported daring the year was 638,400tons, valued Coal- 
at 79*98 Hkhs, againat 831,400 tons, valued at 64*77 lakhs in toe previous year. 

Th«l» tons, toeruore, an toorease of about 24 per cent, in quantify and over 13 
per oeAt in imlae. The outturn of coal in 1906 was 9,783,350 tons, of which 
toe alito cl Ben^ was 8,617,820 tons, or 88 per cent. Of this production, 

Oolmbt* wmottod 11 per cent, to fweign countries and 26 per cent, coastwise 
to dpto’lnatan iKKrts. Ceylon was by tar the largest consumer of Indian cool, 
havtoi itoPtotea 407,000 tons, against 380,000 tons in the previous year, The 
Btntp toumotn olio tocreoaed toeir demand, while toipments to China mute 
less in to* under revtotr. The averoge prim of first dose JbentojBnnml 
coll leeM Into waggona* m* iUl, 4-5-5 per m agdnst Ito to toe 
8bipmantodllpiMtoveoal£ramCMictotol<uneatoa|hN^ 
bon 95v6l|:to tone to l•06•1997. 

4857^ rtNri^during ton vfngHfl I>999,856 lbs., Bilk, raw. 
vakM«t99>'toRlH^ Mdiad bllRjrJmdk, vnlned lit 41r W bft in the previous 
mar. WSI#'80 per e^, to 
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.Indigo. 


436. The expoHM of indigo in 1906-1907 rose from 19,003 oiTte,^ vslued ofi 
41*03 lakhs, to 19,309 owts , valued at 45*07 lakhs. The increase was 1*3 per 
cent, in quantity and 9*8 per cent, in valuh. The United Kingdom, Egypt, 
Austria-Hungary, Ttirkey in Asia, and the United States are the printdpal 
consumers, of which the United Kingdom took 83'd per cent, in the year under 
report, as against 34 per cent, in 1905*1906. Austria-Htinj^ry increased her 
demand by 1,037 ewts., while the shipments to Eeypt, Turicey in Asia, and the 
. United States were comparatively less than those for the last year* 

Export trade of 487. Of the total export trade of Calcutta, the prinoipai shares were taken 
Calcutta with by the United Kingdom (37 per cent.), the United States (16 per cent.), 
Germany (13*6,per cent.) and China (8 6 per cent,). The other European 
countries took 15'5 per cent, between them, and the Straits and South America 
4 per cent, and 2*6 per cent., respectively. 

438. The Chittagong Port having been transferred to the New Province 
of Eastern Bengal and Assam, Cuttack, Puri and Balasore are now the only 
ports subordinate to Calcutta. The foreign trade of these ports is of no 
importance, and consisted of rice. The value of the trade was 43*38 lakhs in 
1906-1907 , against 33’87 lakhs in the preceding year. The share of Outtaok 
was 54 per cent., against 80 per cent, in the previous year. 
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Frontier Trade. 
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[Report on the trade of Bengal with Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim, and Bhutan for 1906*1907.J 

439. The total value of the trade with Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim, and Bhutan 
amounted to 302*04 lakhs in the year under review, against 351*4-3 lakhs in the 
previous year. 

440. The trade of Nepal represents 89 per cent, of the entire frontier trade, 
and the bulk of it consists of agricultural and pastoral products. Food-grains 
are credited with about half of the total value. In 1906-1907 rice accounted 
for 41 per cent, of the total imports against 50 per cent, in the previous 
year. There was a great increase in the price of rice, the value having 
risen 29*2 per cent, as compared with the previous year. In the jute 
trade also, amounting in the yeai' te 17*67 lakhs, there was a considerable 
decline of 24*3 per cent, in quantity, and, what is more remarkable, of 17*4 
per cent, in value. Tiie iuipoits of gi;am and pulse and animals, on the other 
baud, advanced by 3-f5i lakhs and 7*.56<akh8 respectively. The other principal 
articles of import were seed, fruits, vegetables and nuts, tobacco, hides and 
skins, and ghi. Tlio exports to Nepal fell from 96*33 to 81*68 lakhs, or 
15 per cent. Cotton goods and metals are the most important articles 
of export. In the year under report cotton goods represent 38 per 
cent, of the total ox)H)rts. In the ox])orts of metals there was also a largo 
contraction. “ Brass and copper ” and “ Other metals” show a heavy drop of 
1*19 and 1*29 lakhs respectively, and account chiefly for the net contraction by 
about 21*6 per cent, in the exports of metals and manufactures to Nepal. The 
other principal staples of exports were salt, animals, leather, sugar and woollen 
goods. The trade under each of those heads shows a decline as compared with 
tho previous year, 

441. The total trade of the year was 21*01 lakhs, consisting of imports 
11*53 lakhs and exports 9*48 lakhs, and represents 7 pmreent, of the total frontier 
trade. There is a decrease ainouating in round figures to four lakhs in the 
export trade. The chief articles of import were, as before, wool, representing 
about 73 per cent, of the entire imports from Tibet and showing a decrease 
of 3 per cent, as compared with the previous year. Other items of import 
trade were musk, yaks’ tails, horses, ponies and mules, and ddns of sheep. The 
large decline in the export trade was contributed largely by corals and wool 
(raw and piece-goods), but cotton twist and piece-goods (zoreign also shared 
in the fall. Other principal articles of export were apparel, metals, and* woollen 
piece-goods. 

442. The Sikkim trade repres^ts only 4 per*oent. of the total frontier 
trade. There has been a jweloome rise in both the import and export trade,, 
especially ia the former. The total trade rose 36 per cent, compared vri^ that 
for 1905-06. The imports rose to 6*78 lakhs and show an increase of 66*4 per 
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oeirt. ia Uie yaar of report. The principal iteme of import trade are ratnu and sibtbibvtiov. 

froit^> which advanced by 220'8 and 37*2 per cent, reapootivcly. The vale of 

ezposis wae 5*25 lakhs and show an advance of Id per cent, over last year’s 

figures. The chief articles of export were oot’ton piece-goods and yarn, grain, 

and salt, ip all of which there was an improvement in the year’s trade, while 

hnidted rice and silk declined in comparison with last year. 


Coasting Trade. 

. • 

[Report on the Maritime Trade of Bengal for 1908-1907.] 

443, This trade advanced for the fourth year in succession, the value 
ris}ng by nearly 25 per cent, from 1,353 to 1,701 lakhs. Imports contributed 
314 laUis to the increase and exports 34 lakhs. The improvement was chiefly 
in Indian produce, foreign merchandise being practically stationary. Ninety- 
six per cent, of the value of the coasting trade of the Province appertains to 
Calcutta, of which actual figures, in thousands of rupees, were:— 

Imports— 

Merohaudiae 
Treasure 
E<porte— 

t Merohaudise ... 

Treasure 

Total 


1906-00. 

1906-07. 

Rfl. 

Rb. 

... 6,00,76 

9,1.5,11 

13,03 

21,36 

•... 7,53,47 

7,86,20 

42,62 

61,98 

... 14,08,78 

17,74,66 


The increase in the value of the import trade was shared by all the 
principal ports. Among the principal articles which shared in the increase 
were grain and pulse, ntinoral oil, cotton, raw and manufactured, and hides and 
shins; on the other band, salt, teakwood, cocoanut-oil, and sugar declined. 
In the export trade, jute manufactures were in most demand. Coal, betel-nuts, 
cotton twist and yam, hides and skins, grain and pulse wore the other principal 
articles of export. 


Bailway and .River Trade. 


[Report 00 the Trade carried by Bail and Birer in Bengal in 1906*1937. Tables I and II.] 

444. The main divisions of this trade and its estimated value are 
exhibited in the following table:— 


Tiab. 

a 

BxporiB from 
Calcutta to the nnt 
of Bengal and to 
other Prov'mnca. 

Importa into Calcutta 
irom ine rest of 
Bengal and from 
other ProvinctM. 

Exports from 
itiH rest of 

Bengal to other 
Province*. 

Import! into 
the rest of 
Berueal from other 
rroviuoee. 

1906-06 

IMds. 

IBs. 

43,65.3,710 

43,28,59,201 

234,444,239 

76,70,29.671 

41,612,041 

8,81,17,676 

19,809,328 

8,88,62,616 

1906-07 

{Mda. 

IBs. 

64,220,609 

51,03,28,282 

237,808,75.5 

81,81,23,168 

46,479,271 

8,79,14,686 

22,361,723 

13,68,81,317 


Of Uie total value of the imports into Calcutta (81 evores), imports from 
the Bengal districts represent 50 per cent., from the United Provinces 13 per 
cent., from Eastern Bengal and Assam 20 per cent., and the balance 8 per cent, 
from other provinces. Of the total exports (51 crores), 47 per cent, went 
to the Bengal districts, BO per cent, to Eastern Bengal and Assam, about 
15 per cent, to the United Provinoes, and the remainder 8 per cent, to 
other provinces. ^ .... 

445. The principal articles of import into Calcutta from Bengal were jute Imports to 
and its manufactures (15.oroies), oorI (4 crores), rice (about 4 crores). These Csfoutta from 
articles represent about 66 per eent. of the total imports from Bengal. The Bmgal and 
ikoports from other provinces consist principally of i»w jute and tea from East- provuica*. 
er^engal and Assam; opium, oil'seeds, lao, cotton (raw), and hides and skins 

0 2 • 





PBOoSbilOW BEITGAI- ADMlSISTBATIOir 83IPOBT. C19il#-«W. 

ANO 

oiBTBiBPTioN from the United Provinces; and raw cotton, hides and skins, oil«seeds, gram 
Exports. wheat from the Central Provinces and Berar. The exports 

from Calcutta to Bengal comprise mainly cotton manufactures, metals, grain 
and pulsOj spices, oils, amixvailway plant exerts to other 

province consist principally of cotton goods, metals, grain and pulse, sugar, 
oils, gunny bags and salt. 

Imports to 446. The principal articles imported into Bengal from the United Provinces 

Bmgal from were grain and pulse, opium, oil-seeds, sugar, cotton and cotton foods, metals 
otner provinces manufactures of metals; from Eastern Bengal and Assam, jute, paddy, 
and rice; and from the Central Provinces and Berar, cotton and cotton mannfao* 
tures, grain and pulse (chiefly gram and pulse), and provisions; while the chief 
Exports. exports from Bengal to the United Provinces consisted of coal, lac, kerosene 
oil, sugar, metals and manufactures of metals, gunny bags and cloth, tobacco, 
rice and spices; to Eastern Bengal and Assam of grain and pulse, kerosdne 
oil, spices and sugar; and to the Central Provinces and Berar of coal, rice, raw 
silk, kerosene oil and tobacco. 

Buildings. 

[The deteili of outlay by the Pablie Worka Departiaent will be fonod in the Finance 
Acoonnta, iasued annually by the Examiner of Public Worka Aoconnti, flengal.] 

Total 447. The outlay during the year on Imperial, Provincial, and Local 

Expenditure, and contribution works amounted to Rs. 34,57,791, Rs. 66,9d,428 and 

Rs. 3,90,257 respectively in addition to which Rs. 44,84,416 were spent 
by the Local authorities. 

I.-IMPEBIAL WOBKS. 

Military. 448. The properties No. 7, Middle Road, and No. 4, Clyde Row at 

Hastings were acquired. 

Civil Works. 449. At the Sulkea Salt Golas, the additional golas for the bonding 

Salt. of salt were completed, and the construction of new sidings and two 

additional pontoons was taken in hand. 

Opium. 450. The most important of the works in progress at the Patna 

Opium Factory was the constructiqn of a new cake godown. The 
reconstruction of the new godown, out-houses and lean-to sheds at 
Dehri was completed. At Siwan, the new office building for the Sub- 
Deputy Opium Agent was flnished, 4od was acquired for the con¬ 
venience and shelter of the opium cultivators. 

Mint. 451. Some of the new buildings re<iuired at His Majesty’s Mint to 

replace the existing buildings standing on the portion of the Mint land to 
be transferred to the Port Commissioners, wore taken in hand. 

Post and 452. Accommodation was provided for the office of the Postmaster- 

Telegraph General, Bengal, on the third floor of the building occupied by the 

Office. office of the Controller of the Post Office. Additions and alterations were 

carried out in the combined Post and Telegraph Offices at Kurseong 
and Kanohrapara. The con»itraction of new combined Post and Tele¬ 
graph Offices at Jherria and Narail, and the extension of the combined 
Post and Telegraph Office at Puri were in progress. An export and 
import shed was under construction near the jetty in the Telegraph store- 
yard at Dhullunda. 

Viceregal 453. The new stables and coach-house for His Excellency the Viceroy 

Besidences. at No. 6, Wellesley Place, Calcutta, were completed and tne new staff 
stables and coach-house Were under construction. Additions and alterations 
were carried out on the premises Nos. 1 and 3, Fancy Lane, for the 
acoomoraodation of the bandsmen of the Viceroy’s Band. A new residen¬ 
tial building^ for His Excellency the Viceroy’s Surgeon was in progress 
at the junction of Fancy Lane with Wellesley Place. 

Secretariat 454, An electric pa^nger lift was provided in the Foreign Seoretamt 

Buildinge. Building at Calcutta. 

Currency 455. Improvements ;in the Exchange Hall of the Palter Oonen^ 

Office. Office were taken in hgnd. 

terveyor- 456. Fire service knangements were in progress in the Soweyor- 

Qensrsl’s (Mice. Gcnentl’B office. 
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457. In connection with the Pusa Agricultural Research Institute and dibtribdtion. 
College, the students^ hostel, hospital and guest-house, &c., were com- — 
pleted, and the Phips’ Laboratory was nearly finished. The construction 
of offices and quarters for the Mining Inspector and staff at Sitarampur, 
and quarters for the Inspector of Mines at Dhanbaid, was in progress* 
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458. The extension of the Dep\ity Commissioners Court, Chaibassa, was Collectors’ 
completed* Additions and alterations were made in the Bhagalpur Collectorate and 
buildings* The office building was constructed for tho Manager, Government Magistrates’ 
Kstates, Palamau. The old Bar library building at Ainpta was converted into Courts, 
u Bench Court. Iron record-racks were provided in the record-rooms) of the 
Commissioner’s office at Bhagalpur, tho Purnea Collectorate, and the Deputy 
Commissioners’ offices at Hazaribagh and PuruHa. Sheds for the shelter of 
witnesses were erected in the compounds of tlic Bhagalpur Collectorate and 
the Daltonganj Cuicherry. 

469. The treble munsifi at Narail and the work of converting a Civil Courts, 
portion of tlie Asansol circuit-house into a double munsifi were com¬ 
pleted. A double munsifi was erected at Basirhat and a single munsifi 
at Dhanbaid. Additions and alterations were made to the treble munsifi 

at Bankipore. Sheds for tho accoinmodation of witnesses were erected 

in the compounds of the Midnapore Civil Court and the munsifis at 
Kandi, Basirhat and Satkhira. 

460. Subdivisional Courts were constructed at Lalbagh, Jangipur and Subdivisional 
Dhanbaid. Tho work of converting the eastern wing of tho Asansol Courts and 
circuit-house into a subdivisional Court-house was finished. The Madhipura B^sidences. 
Subdivisional Court building was extended. The Additional Court at Bibar was 
nearly completed. Subdivisional residences were constructed at Jangipur and 
Asansol. At Khanjti a temporary subdivisional residence was erected, and 
materials were collertcd for a permanent residence. Additions and alterations 
were carried out, and in progress, tq the subdivisional residences at Kushtia 
and Dhanbaid, respectively. 

461* Two sets of Munsif’s quarters at Kishanganj and Asansol and Munsife’ 
one sent at Dhanbaid were constructej^. Quarters for the Munsifs at Araui- Residences, 
bagh and Dantun, and for tho 3rd Munsif at Satkhira, were in progress. 

Materials were collected for two sets of quarters at Narail, Magiira and 
Jhenida and for one set at Gbatal. 

462* Land was acquired for the construction of a new circuit-house Circuit-houses, 
at Bhagalpur. The circuit-house at Bankura was improved. • 

463. Liquor and ffanj% warehouses were erected at Meherpur, Khulna, Excise. 
Hazaribagh, Dhanbaid, Gumla, Purulia and Balarampur, and were under 
construction at Jaiutara, Burdwan and Asansol. 

464. At Belvedere,” Alipore, the construction of a new Ball Room Residences for 
and Darbar Hall was commeucod, and quarters were built for tho police the Local 
guard. At the Shrubbery,” Darjeeling, an upper storey to provide a Sovernment. 
supper room was constructed over the Darbar Hall. Necessary improve¬ 
ments, including the construction of additional quarters for His Honour 

the Lieutenant-Governor’s staff, were in progress to Chajjubagh House,” 

Bankipore. 

465. Steps were taken to obtain tho obelisk for the Plassey Monu-Uonumentsan J 
ment from England. For further details, see Chapter VIII of this Report. Antiquities, 

466* The ground-floor of the extension of the High Court was com- High Court, 
pleted aud the first floor nearly finished. 

467. The main jail buildings of the new Presidency Jail, Alipore, Jails, 
were nearly finished. A new 3rd class district jail was constructed at 
Howrah. Additions and alterations were made in the Krishnagar and 
Berhampore Jails and the additions and alterations to the Bankipore Jail 
were nearly completed* A sleeping ward for 30 prisoners was con¬ 
structed in the segregation ward of the Hazaribagh Central Jail. A 
doublo-storeyed hospital in the Monghyr Jail was in progress. In the 
Arrah Jail, the main wards for under-trial prisoners ana for segregation 

o3 



Chap. IV. 83 BENGAL ADMINieTEATION EEPOHT. [IDCB-IOO:. 

PBOBUOTION 

pjsTBiBDTioBr vrero completed. Segregation wards were built in the Bhagalpur, 
Chaibassa and Gaya Jails. Improvements were olTected in the water- 
supply of the Buxar Cential Jail. Now sub-jails •were constructed at 
Asansol and Dhanbaid, and were in progress at Tamluk, Khunti and 
Sitamarhi. - iliddWoiis and AUerations were carried out to the Narail and 
Jhenidah Sub-jails; the Contal Sub-jail was extended, and the extension 
of' tlic male ward of tho Ulubaria Sub-jail was in hand. 

Police. 468. In order to provide extra accommodation for tho Police Training 

School at Bh£^galpur, three new barracks and other buildings were constructed. 
In connection with the proposed Police Training School at Doranda (Ranchi), 
fair progress was made with the now main building for classes, and with the 
work of additions, alterations and ro})airs to the old Military buildings and to 
tho bungalows acquired for use as residenlial quarters. Additions and altera¬ 
tions were hiken in band to the north-west barrack, near the range at 
lierhampore for the Constables’ Training School. New buildings were erected 
for the Reserve Police-lines at Monghyr, and a double-storeyed barrack in 
the Reserve Police-lines at Bankipore was nearly completed. A double- 
stortsyed barrack was built at Darjeeling for married constables, &c. Police- 
stations were c<»nstructed at Taltolla, Khargpur and Sainbalpur, and were 
in progre.ss at Dhanbaid and Khunti. Outpo.sts wore built at Kbuimt and 
Monglabag (Cuttack). Additions and alterations to the Krishuagar Town 
outpost were in progress, and a barrack for the Markand Salii outpost was 
under construction. '' 

Educational. 469. Additional buildings w’crc constructed at the Victoria Boys’ School, 

Kursoong, for tlio cormm'rcial classes and teachers; the dining liall was 
enlarged, and lavatories and night bathrooms provided. An upper storey 
was added to tlie existing dormitory of the Dow Hill Girls’ School 
at the same pliKUi. The Hooghly College Laboratory was remodelled, 
and iuiprovoinenis were carried out to the Uooglily Training School. 
Land was acquired for tlie extension of the Patna College, tho Elliot 
Madrasah Hostel, Calcutta, end tlie agricultural garden attached to tho 
Cuttack Training School. An engine, dynamo and accumulator house was built 
in connection with tho proiiosed electrical installation of tho Uiliai' School of 
Engineering. Additions and alterations were made in the (Jovermnont School 
building at Barrackpore, and a school building was erected at AnguJ. A 
j 7 Hr;(-fraining school was constructed at ^leguserai. Tho hostel for tho Muham¬ 
madan students of the Nawab's High School, Murshidaiiad, was completed. 

Hedical. 470. A new Pajdng-pationls’ Block was under construction at the 

Presidency General Hospital. The Surgical Block in tho Medical College 
Hospital, Calcutta, was well in hand, and the main staircase of the 
liospitaU was reconstructed. 'J’lic remodelling of the central portion of 
tho Campbell Hospital, Sealdali, was finished, and Mectric lights and 
fans were fitted up in the small-pox ward. 'Plie additional barracks for 
students and the I'athological Museum in the Temple Medical School, 
Bankipore, were newly completed. The work of constructing a second 
lecture-room and museum, together with a dining-room and cookshed for 
the Muhammadan .students, in the Cuttack Medical School was finished. 
Additions and alterations to the hospital building at Angul were in progi-ess. 
Aceomniodaliou was provided for the friends of patients in the Jagannatlipur 
dispensary. A building in the lunatic a.sylum, Borhamporo, was converted 
into two sleeping wards. Mortuaries were constructed or nearly completed 
at Jangipur, Tamluk, Dhanbaid, Bhubaneswar, Jajpur and Contai. 

Registration. 471. A new Registration Ollico at Cuttack was nearly completed. The 
second room of the Registration Office at Hankura was extended. 

Contribution 472. A'arious improvements to the General Hospital, Howrah, were in 

Works. progress. A phthisical ward was constructed at the Lewis Jubilee Sanitarium, 

Darjeeling. A now hospital and disjiensary were in progress at Kurseong, 
a dispensary was built at Pedong, and improvements were carried out in the 
I’ankhabaai dispensary. Hostels were constructed for tho Hindu and Muham¬ 
madan students of the Chapra Zilla School. 

Residences for 473. The promises No, 4, Theatre Road, Calcutta, were purchased fdr 

Government the residence of the Commissioner of the Presidency Division. I’hirteen 

Officials. bungalows in the Cuttack Cantonment were purchased for use as residences 
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^ Government ofiBcials. Residences were built for the Deputy Inspector- dist^ution. 
General of Police at Bankipore, and the Civil Surgeon at Sambalpur. At 
Darbbanga, Monghyr, Daltonganj and Puri, residences wore under con¬ 
struction for the District Judge, Collector, Civil Surgeon and Superintendent 
of Police, respectively. Additions, improvements and repairs wore carried out 
to the residences of the District Judge at Burdwan (originally intended for the 
Collector’s residence and subsequently for a circuit-houso), the Collectors* at 
ICrishnagar and Khulna, the Superintendent of Police, Bankipore, the Superin¬ 
tendent of the Lunatic Asylum, Berhamporo, tiie Superintendent, Darjeeling 
Jail, and the Deputy Superintendent, Bhagulpur Central Jail. Thorough repairs 
wore in progress to the residences of the Deputy Commissioners at Ranchi and 
Chaibassa, the Superintendent of Police, Ranchi, and Bungalow No. 4 at 
Doranda (Ranchi), 

474. In the Government Brick Factory, Akra, improvements were carried Miscellaneous, 
out for the bettor control of silting operations and with a view to extending 
the utility of the brickfield- Steps were taken to acquire land at Bally to 
epon out a new brickfield. At the Veterinary Institute and College, 

Belgatchia, a dissecting-room and an operation theatre weru built, and a new 
hostel for the students and other works were in progress. A reading room was 
constructed at the Patna Oriental Library, Bankipore. 


Koad ComfQunications. 

47(). The road from Ranchi to Kanki, where the new hospital for the Ranchi, 
insane is to Ire erected, was improved. 

470. Lands were acquired and demarcated on the Bagodai’-Hazaribagh Hazaribagh. 
road. aitd Manbhum. 

Additions were made to the Parasuath Hill dak bungalow. 

Steam road-rollers and watering carls were provided for tho roads in the 
Hazaribagh, Burhi ond Purulia sub-divisions. 

477. 'J'ho Dafjoeling District Road Committee Road No, 34, from Pani- Darjeeling, 
ghata to Kudma was improved, and tho pony track along the Ranjit Valley 

from Tista to the Maujitar bridge warf completed. 

With tho first section, 20 miles, of tho High Level Tista Valley road, good 
progress was made. Several heavy I'ovotmont walls and almost all permanent 
masomy work in tho bridges were eorapletod. Tlio timber work on one of 
the Howe Truss bridges was completed. In the second section of the road 
about 3i miles of roadway were completed. Tho Riang bridge of 86 feet span 
was completed. Ou the Ranjoo suspension bridge tho greater portion of the 
masonry work was dou§. From tho 2oth mile to the end—29th jnilo—the 
cutting was nearly Uonjpleted and good progress made in the construction of 
culverts, drains, and masonry protective works. 

The construction of tho Champta bridge No. 8 on the Siliguri-Kursoong 
road was commenced but had to bo suspended owing to subsequent alterations 
in its design. The reconstruction of the Sirsa bridge No. 22 on tho Curidhura- 
Naxalbari road and the erection of boundary pillars on tho road were com¬ 
pleted. Bridge No. 13 on the 5tli mile of the Tii’ihana-Bagdogra road was 
reconstructed. The Inspection bungalow at Siliguri was reconstructed and its 
oookshed improved. 

478. The Cuttack-Sambalpur road within the town of Cuttack is being Cuttack, 
improved, and culverts and causeways were built for tho improvement of the 

first and second sections of the Cuttack-Angul road. 

Improvements b) tho first section of the Cuttack-Sambalpur road are 
approaching completion. The second section from Angul to the eastern 
boundary of the Rairakbol State was improved, and tho rebuilding of bridges 
Nos. 1§6 and 187 ou tho Cuttaok-Ganjam road was more than half comi>lcted. 

Inspection bungalows on improved plans wore nearly completed at 
Kanjara, Ghatipore and Dhokta on the Cuttack-Sambalpur road, asid new 
inspection bungalows at Kutri and Dholepur on the Cuttack-Sambalpur road 
*were commenced 

479. The first section of the Bargaib-Bolangir road was completed and the Sambalpur. 
improvement of the Cuttack road was commenced. 
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480. Kopairs to the damages caused by floods to the Orissa Trunk Road 
and the Mohunpur-Khargpur road were commenced. 

481. Bridge No. 55 on the river Kundra at tite t^62nd mile of the Orand 
Trunk Road was strengthened with bullah piling and rubble pitching so as to 
prevent further damage to the floor. In the Durgoati viaduct some cracked 
stone beams were replaced by steel joists. 

* 482. The construction of a new ddk bungalow at Bankura commenced 
last year was complelod, 

483. Aiv Inspection bungalow was constructed at Fraserganj. 


MiscellaneoTis Public Improvements. 

481. With the sanction of the Government of India certain improvements 
were carried out by the Stewards of the Calcutta Turf Club for the better 
accommodation of the public attending the Calcutta races. The scheme provided 
for the erection of five masonry stands. Two of these stands have been erected 
and a third is being erected. The original stands of iron and wood have been 
demolished. 

485. The hillsides in the neighbourhood of the old Diocesan Girls’ School 
were partially revetted, and the work of making the drains in the Darjeeling 
Municipality, fit to carry sullage water, was completed. Half of the existing 
drains in the Kurseong Municipality werd adapted to carry sullage water. 

486. Some protective works were completed on the foreshore at Serampore, 
and similar protective works were completed on the west bank of the Chitra 
river Jessore, near Narail. A now spur on the right bank was also constructed. 

487. Repairs were executed on certain sections of the Orissa-Midnapore 
Trunk Road, which had been damaged by floods. 

488. A sluice culvert under the Foreshore road in front of the Civil 
Engineering College at Sibpur was constructed for draining part of the 
Howrah Municipal area. 

489. Reservoir tanks were constructed at Kunja and Durgapur in the 
Reserve forests of Augul. About two-thirds of the avork of constructing a 
reservoir tank near Observatory llill ih the town of Angul was done, and a 
portion of a reservoir tank was excavated in the Reserve forest at Kurro. 


Establisbmeat. 

490. The Sambalpur subdivision of the Akhoyapada-Jajpur Division was 
abolished, and the wurks comprised in it were tranafeij^ed to the Sambalpur 
Division, which was formed with effect from the Ist December 1906, 

A new temporary division called “ The Calcutta Special Works Division ” 
was formed with effect from the Ist October 1906, for the purpose of super¬ 
vising the works in connection with the extension of the Viceregal Staff quar¬ 
ters and stables. 


Bail ways. 

491. There are no railways under the direct administration of the 
Government of Bengal. A few small lines of only local importance are subject 
to a certain measure of control by this Government, all the more important 
lines being under the control of the Railway Board. 

492. During the year the open mileage was increased as follows 


Standard Oaugs — 
Bhajudih-Oomoh section 

(Bengal-Nagpur Batlway) 

Miles 

262 

Kakurgachi Chord 

(Eaatero Bengal State Bailway) ... 
(East Indian Bailway) ... 

24 

Dhanbaid-Manpiir section 

1032 

OndaUSainthia Chord 

ditto ...« 

43 

Tatulznari Branch 

ditto ... ... 

H 

Mf^npur-Paharpur section 

ditto ... ... 

17| 


Total ... 

1932 
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Bbaptiahi-Mahuaa soction (Tirbut State Railway) 


Miles. 

44i 
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Total 


44i 


With these additions the open mileage in the Province 
1907 was as follows :— 


on the 1st 
Miles. 


Appl 


Standard gauge 
Metre gauge 
2'.6^ ... 
2'-0^ „ ... 


••• 



*3,895 

952 

164 

108 


493. Owing to the formation of the Province of Eastern Bengal and Change in 
Assam the administrative control or* the Bengal-Duars Railway was transferred administn 
to the Government of that province. 

494. (a) The following lines are under construction and are likely to bo Lines undt 
completed within the year 1907-1908. Some of them have already been opened constructic 


to traffic 


coustruction 


Eattern Bengal State Railway — 
Lalgolfi to Laigolaghat (5'>(i') 
FoTbesganj to Nepal frontier (d'-^}') 


Miles. 

2-26 

0-50 


Bengal-Nagpur Railway— 
Purulia to Banohi (2'-6*) 


• •• 


72*28 


Tirhut State Railway — 

Narkotigonj to Bagaba 
Makhana to Blmptiabi (3'-3j0 
Saharsa to Murliganj (3'-3|^) ^ 

Bairagnia to Nartotiganj 
Bengal and North •‘Weeteni Railway^ 
Dharonda to Maharajganj 
Savan to Tltewe 


27'25 

16-12 

1861 

68 ‘ 0 r> 

4-00 

17*83 


(J) The following now lines have Seen authorised for coustruction;— 


ISastern Bengal State Rai/iray — 

. Katibar to Qodagiri (3'-3|^) 
Tirhut State Railway — 

Bbagalpur Kaoheri to Bhagalpur 
Eaet Indian Railway-^ 

Barharwa to Katwa (5'-6^) 
Bbagalpur to Bausi 
Hoogbly to'Katwa 


Miles. 

105-00 


0*79 


99*14 

31*04 

65*20 


Coal lines — 

Miles 170J from Howrah on the Jherriab branch to Chandua 
(5'.6^) ... ... ... ... ... 4*16 

Toposi to Barabuni (5'-6') ... ... ... 9*31 

BengaUNagpur Railway — 

Sini to (iurumaishini (5'-6^) ,,, ... 44 00 

Branch line near Kbanoodih (S'-G") ... ... ... 1*97 


495. The survey for a line on the broad gauge from Gurumasihini to Sini Surveys 
(44 miles) was completed by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company. completed. 

The Eastern Bengal State Railway completed surveys for proposed metre 
gauge lines as under :— 

(1) Forbesganj station, on the Debigauj branch of the Bihar section to 
the Nepal frontier, a distance of 7*40 miles, and 
(^J) Kiflsenganj station on the Bihar section vid Titalia to Jalpaiguri 
station, on the Northern section (63*67 miles). 

« 

The Eastern Bengal State Railway completed (in the previous year) the 
Survey for a proposed line on the 2'-6" gauge from Krishnagar to Jhellinghee, 
nn behalf of the District Board and at its expense. The sclieme is at present 
in abeyance pending the settlement of the site of the Lower Ganges bridge. 
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The Bengal and North-Western Railway Company completed the survey 
for metre gauge lines :— 

(1) From Chapra to Mashrak (21 miles), and 

(2) From Muzaffarpur to Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur to Sitamarhi, Dar- 

bhanga to Khagaria and Samastipur vid Row^sara to Padri 
aggregating 140 miles. 

The IIowrah-Amta Light Railway Company completed tho survey of an 
extension of 'thp Howrah-Amta Light Railway from Autpur to Champadanga^ 
a distance of 7 miles. 

496. In the following cases surveys are either in progress or have been 
authorized :— 

Bf/ the East Indian Hallway .— 

biding from Bhadreswar to the Victoria Juto Mill, 

By the Eastern Bengal State Raihvay, —From Birnagar to Kalna, about 
Hi miles in leiigtli, for a gauge* line. 

Siding from Kankinara station to Reliance Jute Mills at Kankinara, 

By Messrs. Martin Co. —An extension of tho Baraset-Basirhat line 

from Belliagliatto. Inidge station to Patipukur. 

497. A proposal for tlic constructipn of an extension of tho Bihar-Bukh- 
tiarpui* Light Railway from Bihar station to Silao, a distance of about 10 
miles is under the consideration of this Government. 

A similar proposal for an extension of the Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway 
from Biisirhat to Taki and II osanabad, a distance of about 84 miles, is also 
under tho consideration of this Goveumment. 

A proposal has been received from Messrs. Octavius Steele & Co., for 
the construction of a tramway under Act III of 1883 along or by the side 
of the Dchri-Akbarpur road in the district of Shahabad. This will probably 
be shortly carried out. 

498. The question of tlio disposal of the narrow gauge lino between 
Ranaghat and Krishnat/ar m Santipur, .has been under consideration. This 
Government has recently intimated its concurrence in certain proposals of tho 
Raiiw^ay Board by wliieli tho line will bo.retaincd and improved. 

An agreement has been executed * between the Secretary of State and 
the Nilgiri Granite and Stone Company, Limited, for the acquisition of land 
required for the construction of a tramway from Balasore railw^ay station, 
BengabNagpur Railway, to Nilgiri in the Nilgiri State, to facilitate the carriage 
of stone from the quarries, 

49IT, Floods in the rivers in North Bihar in the aulunjii of 1900, caused a 
numbtir of breaches in the Tirhut State Railway in tho districts of Muzaffarpur 
and Darbhanga. It appeared that the provision in tho railway for the passage 
of flood-water was seriously insufficiont. Steps have been taken to make good 
t(ie deficiency, and the matter is receiving the attention of this Govenimont 
as well as of the Railway Administration, 

500, The mileage of the railways subject to control from this Government 
was as below 


Miles. 


(1) The DaTjeeling-Himalayan Railway 

(2) The Deoghur Sailway 

(3) Tho Torkeswar-Mogra Railway 

(4) The Ilowrah-Ampta Railway •«. 

(5) The Ilowrah-Shiakhala Railway 
(C) The Bukhtiarpur-Bihar Railway 

(7) The Baraset-Basirhat Railway ... ... 

... 51 
... 479 

... 33‘27 
... 8M9 
... 1975 
... 18-50 
... 2606 

Total 

... 1905e 


Tho light Railways continue to be successful and yield a good return 
to tho shareholders and to the District Boards that share in the surplus 
profits. 
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[Administration Keport of Irrigation Works for the year 1&06-1007,] 

501. The transactions of the Irrigation Department for the year 1906- 
1907 are exhibited in the following statements so far as they relate to works of outlay. 
Irrigation and Navigation, Works which afEord protection from Hood or 
^yhich facilitate drainage are reviewed separately and are not noticed here : — 


Capita} Aecouni, 


Heads. 

1 Amount of 
const met Ion 
esliniule. 

Krponditnre 
during 1906-07. 

Expenditure 

10 cml of 

1906-67. 

BHlnncn for 
ftxponnitnrc 
, froTn let April 
19«>7, 

:Proi€ctti>e JmgsaiOH TTorks. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Re. 

lU. 

Direct charges .. ... ... 

Indirect ,, . 

56.13,461 

1.31,055 

0,40,466 

15,50» 

20,8.5.30‘* 
08,13'.i 

29,28.150 

02,9l(*, 

Totul 

.'57,44,ril9 

0.62.623 

a7,.53,4l7 

2il,01,072 

M<tjor If-rigation If'orks. 





Direct charges ... 

Indirect „ . 

e,?7,48.riR6 

17,66,354 

25.,560 
043 

0,87,68.194 

]7,o!».S37 


Total ... 

0,4.5,68, 

20,2'>3 

6,14,68,621 

4(;,8.-'8 

Minor Worhtand Savigation. 





Direct charges . 

Indirect. . 

1,3?, 11,744 
2,«9.122 

2,2 W 

1,36,99,413 

2,07,808 

(-)l,S7,or 
(-) T.Owi 

Total ...; 

1,40,71,806 

4.92,01.3 

1,42,07,881 

; (--) 1,05,355 


Itevenm Account. 



1 

Working Expanses. ] 

Total 

1 

1 Isl t*I 

llv'vesim*. 

Heads. 

■ 

RocciptB, 

Dircrl 
rbargt'S. j 

I 

Jridiri‘.( 

ciiaigcs. 

WO) king 
cxpt-us.a. 

Major Irrigation Woika* . 

n.s. 

22.91.453, 

rk. i 

]l,8:yH32 1 

1 Re. 1 

90,521 1 

1 Rs. 

1 12.79,35;; 

1 

! Rs. 

1 

Mtnor Workf nnd Navigation \ 

WotkM for which Capital nud Revenue 

6.42.1^1 • 

i 

.5.00,788 

go,938 

5.87,720 

j 

1 

I(-) 4,V27: 

ncconnn! arc kept 

VVorkN for which only Revenno 

• 

4S,!W2 

1.4.5,983 

7,275 

1,53,2.-8 

(-)1,<M 900 

accdimti- arc kept. 

U'cite for which nciilipr Capital nor 

(a) 32,715 

(5) .73.543 


1 

1 ‘—) 20,S<J.» 

Revenue nccunots uru kept. 


j .5,3.513 


* Inclusivuof Iht! Dhaku C'anul. 

(«) IiiOliisive of K». 2.01M) on litvouut fnigaivan#' irrigation in Bilmr. 

<b) InrluBiveof Rs. 4,7;;0 and Rs, i:t,672 ctpondod respi'c.livvly during the Tear on irnni\'vnm(7nl oT 
navigable channclNi <xaiigtd rivt^r amt on cipenuiontal >riigat(o:i o! bugari'anu by pnnipiuif in Bihar. 


ORISSA CIRCLE. 

Major Irrigation Works. 

Oriana Canal. 

503. The expenditure (direct charges) charged to the Capita] account ot Capital 
the Orissa Canals during the year was Rs. 18,831. The total Caintal outlay Account, 
for direct charges totlie end of the year stands at R«. 2,00,36,889, 
f 03. During the yoar the following works were in progress:— 

A lattice girder bridge to carry the Jajpur-Vyas-Sarobar Road across the proeross 
High Level Canal, Rango II, in progress from last year, was fully completed. ® 
Thirty-one permanent outlets were constructed in the High Level Cnniil, 

Range III. ^ One Branch of the Jajpur Canal, Distributary No. i was com¬ 
menced during the yea'l', and the work was nearly half done. Twonty-seven 
permanent outlets were constructed on the Kondrapara Canal. Extension of 
3 A Distributary, Pattamundi Canal, was in progress. Earthwork was three- 
fourths done. The foundations of the Kundi Nalla aqueduct were completed, 
while those of the Suknadi aqueduct wore started. 
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504. The lengths of canals and distributaries which were in operation 
during they wear ere—Orissa Canals—canals for irrigation and navigation, 304 f 
n)ilcs; canals for irrigation only 132 miles, the remaining 9 miles of the 
Dudhai Canal having been completed during the year; distributaries and 
minor channels 1,185^ miles, miles being added during the year. Canals for 
navigation on the Ilijili Tidal Canal, 29 miles ; Orissa Coast Canal 139| miles. 

• 505. The average annual rainfall at the 13 recording stations on the Orisp 

Canals was 48'20 inches, against 45*88 inches in the previous year. The 
rainfall was below tlic average. 

506. The'area irrigated was 266,961 acres, against 235,123 acres in the 
preceding year. . There was an increase of 90,829 acres under long lease 
and of 1,009 acres under ra&t. The increase in the irrigation was due mainly 
to dciicieiit or unequally distributed rainfall, while it was aided by the 
construction of minor distributary channels. 

507. The cash realizations on account of water-rates amounted to 
hV. 3,96,250, against the demand of Rs. 3,99,542,, Rupees 1,365 wore remitted 
and the outstanding balance was reduced to Rs. 1,937 at the end of the year, 
against Rs. 9,586, the balance on Ist April 1906. The result was satisfactory. 

508. Tlio receipts from the navigation tolls on the Orissa Canals including 
boats and rafts, were Rs. 72,Q.3S, against Rs. 7 5.880 in 1905-1906. The tonnage 
of boats wa.s 311,.533, against 323,093 in the preceding year, 

609. The revenue and working expenses (direct and indirect) of tlie Orissa 
Canals during the year were Rs. 4,99,803 and Rs. 4,30,440 respectively, the 
result being a net revenue of Rs. 69,363, against Rs. 79,858 in the preceding 


year, 

Hijili Tidal 510. There was no addition to the Capital outlay during the year, which 

Canal now stands at Rs. 25,51,041 (direct charges). The total receipts and working 

expenses (direct and indirect) were Rs. 71,515 and Rs. 53,844 respectively, 
against Rs. 70,418 and Rs. 47,597 respectively in the preceding year, The 
result was a net revenue of Rs. 17,681, against Rs. 32,851 in the preceding year. 

The cliarges for maiutenanco wore heavy owing to the silted-up condition 
of the canal and supply channels. The canal remained open fhroughout]the year. 


Minor Works and Navigation. 

Orissa Coast ''IR Tl.cre was no outlay chargeable to the Capital account during 

Caual. the year. The total Capital outlay (direct charges) to end of the year amounts 

to Rs. 43,72,462. Ranges IVA and IVJl remained open throughout the year, 
wliile Range V was closed for silt clearance and special repairs to the Char- 
batia and Chargathia locks from 1st January 1906 to 20tii June 1906, and 
again for silt clearance from 15th December 1906 to end of the oiBcial year. 
3'he traffic increased during the year in spite of the closure of Range V of the 
canal for about six months. The increase is expla.ined 'as mainly due to 
increased export in consequence of tho high price of rice prevailing in the 
Calcutta market. The gross receipts and working expenses (direct and 
indirect) were Rs. 37,686 and Rs, 1,26,714 respectively, resulting in a deficit of 
Rs. 89,026, against a deficit of Rs, 34,424 iu 1905-1906. Tho very heavy 
working expenses of the year were due to the cost of special repairs under¬ 
taken to put Range V into good working order. 

Floods. 512. There was one moderately high flood in tho Subatnarekha river. 

With tliis exception there was no high flood in any of the principal rivers in 
this circle 

SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLE. 

Majob Ibriqation Works. 

Midmpore Canal, 

513. The outlay chargeable to Capital during tho year amounted to 
Rs. 1,444, which was spent principally on permanent outlets. Tho total 
capital expenditure (direct charges) now stands at Rs. 83,05,282. 

514. The lengths of main canal, distributaries aud'village ohannels are->-, 
Main canal and branches, 69| miles ; distributaries, 266*89 miles; village 
channels, 29'95 miles ; and drainage channels, 64*42 miles. The increase*in 
tho length of distributaries is due to an error in addition and omission of 
some of the branch distributaries in the %ares given for the previous year. 


Capital 

account. 


Lengths of 
Canals, &c. 
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51$. f he highest flood in the river Ooesje daring the year wae on the xnav^vnow. 
SiTth July 1905, when the gauge at Mohanpnr reed 93*00; the highest on 
teemrd on the 19th Jane 1898 being 93*80. 

516. The total rainfall registered at Midnapore and Panchkura was as SainfUL 
foUows:— 


BcATiOir. 

1906-07. 

Of too 
provibua yaori. 


In. 

In. 

Midnapore 

PaneUkDra 

... 60'24 

69*03 

... 62*03 

68*17 
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517. The area irrigated from the •canal was 61,043 acres, lagsinst 74,268 Irrigation, 

acres in the previous year. , 

Out of the total demand of Rs. 94,382, including arrears, Rs. 86,234 
were actually realized, and Rs. 8,107 were remitted daring the y^ar, leaving 
an orrear bsdance of Us. 41 only. A large sum was remitted on lands which 
earns under long lease at the close of the season too late to benefit from the 
use of the water in that year., 

518. The navigation receipts amounted to Rs. 50,318, against Rs. 79,043 Navigation 
in the previous year. The decrease is attributable to the reduction in the receipts 
toll rates which came into effect from let June 1S06. This has given a 
stimulus to local traffic and the earnings are likely to improve gradually. 

The canal was open to traffic throughout the year 

619. The gross revenue and working expenses (direct and indirect) of Financial 
the canal amounted to Rs. 1,56,352 and Rs. 1,71,047 respectively, resulting in receipts, 
a deficit of Rs. 15,395, against a net revenue of Rs. 60,618 in 1905-1906. 


Minob Wobks and Navigation. 

Calcutta and EatUru Oanalt. 

520. The outlay of the year chargeable to the capital account (direct Capital 
charges) was Rs. 4,89,794, of which Rs. 51,085 were srent on the Madaripur account. 

Bhil channel, Rs. 30,327 on warehouses at Ultadanga, while the remainder 
represents the outlay oja the suction dredger Foycrc. 

521. The receipts from navigation tolls amounted to Rs. 4,81,742 asNarigation 
compared with Rs. 4,68,122 in the preceding year. The Madaripur Bhil receipts, 
channel contributed Rs. 57,806, against Rs. 43,049 in 1905-1906. The gross 
receipts and working expenses (direct and indirect) amounted to Rs. 5,03,968 

and Rs. 4,57,9tl respectively, against, Rs. 4,83,741 and Rs. 3,72,666, res¬ 
pectively in 1905-1906. The net revenue was therefore Rs. 46,997, against 
Rs. 8,11,075 in the previous year. 

The large increase of Rs. 85,305 under the head “ Working " Expenses 
was mainly due to the following causes:— 

(a) The working of the dredgers Nemotha and Alpha in connection with 
the Madaripur Bhil and the payment of arrears for their Work in 
former years. 

(i) Changing the floor-plates of the Narcoldanga and Maniktollah bridges. 

(c) Constructing a new bridge over Tolly’s Nala at Kalighat, 

523. The approximate length of the channels comprised in the Nadia Nadia Rivers. 
Rivm remained the same as last year, 472^ miles in all. _ ^ 

Mo Capital account is kept, 'fhe receipts and working e^enses (direct 
and indirect) were Rs. 45,353 and Rs. 1,53,156, respectively. The net result 
was a deficit of Rs. 1,07,804, against a deficit of Rs. 28,897 in 1905-1906. 

The large deficit is due principally to (1) falling off in the receipts owing to the 
reduction Iw half of the rates of toll introduced during the year, and(91incroB80 
in the worKing expenses on account of removal of silt at the bead of the 
Bbairab river as an experiment by the dredgers belonging to the India General 
Navigation and Railway Company which were ebartped for that purpose. 

528. The receipts and working expenses (direct and indirect) for the year and 

1906<1907 were Rs. 8,000 and Rs. 103 respectively, against Ra. 4,500 and Rhal. 
Rs. 1.098 respectively in the previous year. The colleotitm of toll on the 
khal was fam^ out for two years, via., 1906 1907 end 1907-1908 at Rs. 3,000 

^34. The reoeipfs and working expenses were Rs. 29,109 and Rs. 31,847 Rdsn Canal. 
xeepeetively, agmost W. 22,089 and Rs. 84,323 in the year lMM9q6. The 
jwSjOTgated during the year was 22,333 acres, against 34,326 acres w the 
l^psoeding year. 
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SONE CIRCLE. 

Majob Ibbiqation Wobks. 

8one Canals. 

‘2t5. The outlay (direct charges) charged to the Capital account of the 
Sone Canals during the year was Rs. 6,292, incurred chiefly on an addition to 
tRe office of the Executive Engineer, Eastern Sone Division. The total Capital 
outlay (direct charges) up to the end of 1906-1907 was Bs. 2,58,14,382, 

526. The lengtlis of canals and distributaries in operation at the close of 
the year remain the satiie as previously reported, viz., 1,5844 miles. 

The average rainfall registered at 12 stations was 40‘51 inches, as 
compared with an average of 46-02 in the previous year. 

527. The area irrigated during the year under review was 668,812 acrds, 
against 502,817 in the previous year. 

528. The area ii-rigated under long lease at tho end of the year under 
report was .396,140 acres, against 384,069 acres at the end of the last year. 
Toe cash-realizations on account of water-rates amounted to Rs. 14,51,101, 
against the demand of Rs. 14,52,772. 1'he remissions of the year amounted to 
Rs. 1,671, no arrear balance being left at the end of tho year. 

529. The navigation receipts during the year were Rs. 42,276, against 
lis. 33,926 in the previous year. 

530. Tho gross receipts and working expenses (direct and indirect) were 
Rs. 15,60,831 and Rs. 6,19,850 respectively, against Rs. 13,92,781 and 
Rs. 5,16,353 in the preceding year. 

There was a substantial increase in the receipts which was, however, to 
some etent, discounted by a large increase in the working expenses. The 
lattor was due mainly to special expenditure required to make good injury 
caused to the Sone weir by a very high flood and to renewals of lock-gates on 
the liuxar Canal. 

531. The Main Western Canal below the 12th mile was closed during the 

hot weather from 26th March to 30th June 1906. • . 

532. I’here were throe floods during the year—the first took place on the 
Srd July; the second, which was an^ extraordinary one, lasted from the 
27th July to the 2nd August; and the Srd flood from the I4th to the 17th 
September. 

s 

GANDAE' CIRCLE. 

Pbotective Iebigation Wobks. 

633. The expenditure (direct charges) on the Tribeni Canal during the 
year w^p Rs, 5,92,287; on tho Dhaka Canal the expenditure was Rs. 64,173, 
The progress made with the works up to 3l8t March 1907 is as follows:_ 

Tribeni Canal. 

Out of 23 large works, viz., five syphons under rivers and 18 aqueducts 
one syphon was completed and halt of two others coustruoted, four aqueducts 
were completed and seven were under construction, foundations of all seven 
being nearly completed. 

The head sluice was completed to within 4 feet of the top. 

Of smaller works, viz., 12 bridges and six syphons for local drainage, four 
bridges were partially completed and three others were under coastruotioo. 
One syphon for local drainage was completed. 

Nearly the full quantity of bricks required for all the works on the 
have been manufactured. 

The excavation of tho canal to the end of the first milfl and first half of 
the second mile has been eomploted, but a largo quantity of earthwork remains 
to be excavated in the second half of the second mile and in the third mile. 
With this exception the eioavation of the canal is completed up to the 47th mile 
except for short lengtht^ of a few chains near the taasonry works and where 
nalas, pynes, etc., cross the alippament. 

Acquisition of land squired for the distributaries was taken in ha nd. 
The progress of the contiiotors, though rather better than in the preyioas year, 
was still slow* With fa'W)aralMe conditions during the current year it may be 
possible to open the first 40 miles of this canal in June 1908. 
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Dhaka (kmal. 

The project as sanctioned is complete except for village channels and 
outlets and some syphons required for drainage. 

During the year the Hurnaraina, Dhaka and Motia Mohan distributaries 
wore completed. The subdivisional office and clerks’ quarters at Dhaka were 
approaching completion at close of the year. 

* Considerable repairs and renewals were required to the apron of the Teir 
on the Lai Bukeya which hud been damaged by the flood of 1906. The north 
end of the head sluice cracked badly and will require some ^ expenditure to 
prevent it being further damaged. 

The working expenst s (direct and indirect) of the canal Vere Rs. 8,583. 
TheerossieoeiptsamountedtoRs. 2,944, the net result being a deficit of Rs. 688. 

* The area irrigated from the canal was 9,230 acres, of which 6,295 acres 
were under khartf irrigation and the balance (2,925 acres) under rahi season 
leases. The delay in the realization of the rates was due to want of experience 
on the part of the revenue staff, this being the first year of working. The 
rates have been since recovered. 


Ch»p tv. 

VBOSUOVIOH 

AND 

nisTBiuonoN. 


Minor Works and Navigation. 


W6rk» for which Capital nnd Revenue accounts are kept. 

584. The area irrigated from these canals was approximately 1,965 acres, garan Canals, 
of which 1,425 acres were irrigated (hiring 4 ho kharif season and 540 acres 

daring the rahi season. No departmontal control was kept over this iriigation. 

Water was supplied to the canals at the request of the Manager, Hatbwa Raj, 
and of Indigo concerns, who paid the cost of making necessary dams, etc. 

Works for which neither Capital nor Rt vmue Accounts are kept, 

585. The only work of this class is Teur (Madhuban) Canal, which is 6 Tear 
miles lO’O chains in length with one distributary (Lukhowra j 6*30 miles long. (Madhuban) 

'I'he canal was maintained in good order at a total cost of Ms, 8,294, Canal, 
against Rs. 2,238 of the previous year. 

The total area irrigated during the year under report was 3,920 acres, 
against 519 acres in the preceding year: 


Embankments.and Drainage. 

% 

[The Embankment and Drainage Beportg for the year 1906-1007.] 

586. The expenditure incurred on works and repairs (exclusive of book Expenditure, 
charges for establisliiiK nt and tools and plant daring the year on embankments 
and draina/e works) was Rs. 8,92,659. 

537. "a total length of 2,141 miles of embankments protecting 8,i610,738 Lengths of em- 
acres was maintaioe<f during the year. ^ bankments and. 

There has been a not increase of 2,226 feet in the length of the embankments areas protected, 
in Orissa, mainly due to the construction of retired lines. 

638. In the Oiissa Circle the floods in the rivers Brahmini, Byturui and Ploods. 

Salindi were fairly high. The flood in the Mahanadi was a moderate one. 

In the South-Western Circle there was a high flood in the Cossyc river. 

In the Qandak Circle there wore high floods in all the rivers issuing 
fiom the hills in the north of Bihar. 

The flood in tho Ganges, as recorded at Bazitpur, was a fairly high one, 
tho reading being 143-9.0 on 17th September, against 147’74 recorded on 14th 
August 1879. 

539. In the Orissa Circle five breaches occurred, but they were of little Breaches, 
importance. In the South-Western Circle 44 broaches occurred in the Schedule 

D embankments and 10 in the takavi embankments. 

in the Gandak Circle, only two breaches of small importance occurred in 
the 17th* and 18th miles of tm Tithut embankment. There were no broaches 
in tho embankments in the Northern Circle. 

540, In tho Orissa Circle, levalswere taken to ascertain the cost of raising Surveys and 
parts of the Argowal Circuit embankment. This has been roughly estimatud at Investigations. 
Rs. 28,846. A survey is in progress in the Bichitrapur Govoniment khA.‘< 

^An.1 estate to ascertain the lo^ty and the maximum height and width of 
bunds that can be allowed for the improvemoat of the estate. 
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Financial. 


In fhe Sontb*W«stern Circle, a wiitTejr wm ma4e and levelsi taken for a 
retired line of embankment at Dowlatchak in the Shaikpnr Oirohit eml^ank- 
ment (Schednle D, No. 20). . i . 

In the Ganaak Circle, levels 'were taken along the whole len^h of the 
Tirhut embankment to obtain more correct valuea for the datum blooka which 
axe fixed as a record of high flood levels. 

• 641. The outlay of the year (without charges for BlstaUishment and Toqfc 

and Plant) ondbr this bead amounts to Rs. 42,280. 

The more important works were as under:—In the Orissa Circle, the weir 
across the ^anar^a ghai or spill channel from the Brabmioi river was 
strengthened, and flank embankments were constructed, the outlay of the year 
being Rs. 6,699. _ , , , , ‘ 

In the South-Western Circle, the raising of the crest of the embankment 
on the left bank »>f the Hooghly near Diamond Harbour was proceeded with, the 
outlay during the year being Rs. 12,576. The work has now been completed. 

542. The expenditure on repairs (without book charges for Establishment 
and Tools and Plant, aggregated Rs. 8,16,472. 

The expenditure on repairs to the Orissa embankments was Rs. 24,806, 
against Rs. 3.3,810 in the previous year. The total cost of repairs to the 
Schedule D embankments (class B) in the Midnapore district which are in the 
Orissa Circle, was Rs. 36,625. 

In the South-Western Circle the expenditure on ordinary repairs to 
Schedule D and other embankments Rs. 1,09,274, against Rs. 1,42,392 in 
the previous year. There was a decrease in the districts of Hooghly, Hidna- 
pore, Murshidabad and 21 Parganas, while the expenditure in the Bordwan 
district was rather greater than that of previous year. 

On (class C) ta&avi embaukments under contract in the Midnapore, 
MnzafEarpur, Saran and Champaran districts a sum of Rs. 61,418 was expended 
during the year, as compared with the contract provision of Rs. 1,06,070. 
The outlay incurred on the maintenance and special repairs of the Oandak 
embankments was Rs. 35,996, against Rs. 66,984 in the. preceding year. The 
reduced expenditure during the year under review was due to the fact that no 
retired lines were constructed. The expenditure on repairs to the Midnapore 
embankments of this class in the Cossye and Balasore Divisions was Rs. 25,4^, 
against Rs. 39,098 during the previous ] 7 ear. 

On (class D) takavi embankments v^h an annual apportionment of actual 
cost the outlay incurred on repairs was Rs. 12,988, against Rs. 7,166 in the 
previous year. The increase took place chiefly in the districts of Maaaflarpur, 
Darbhanga and Hooghly. 

543. lu the Orissa Circle tlie total outlay incunrod on repairs to revet¬ 
ments .and other works for the protection of the riyer banks was Rs. 1,035, 
against Rs. 4,883 in the preceding year. The expenditnre on similar works in 
the Qnndak Circle amounted to Rs. 1,304, against Rs. 4,110 of the year before. 

544. The actual outlay during the year on the Orissa embankments 
(class A) ntaintained as agricultural works, exclusive of charges for f^tahlish- 
ment and Tools and Plant, was Rs. 24,805, against Rs. 33,810 in the previous 
year, the average rate per mile being Rs. 47. The expenditure on class B 
Government embankments was Rs. 2,17,378, against Rs. 2,14,566 in the year 
before; the average rate being Rs. 201, against Rs. 199 in 1905-06. 

Government has contracted to maintain certain embankments on bdialf 
of the persons henefitted at a fixed annual charge in the districts of Saran, 
Champaran, Mnsaffatpnr and Midnapore. The following statement shows 
the expenditure incurred .on these embankments as comparra with the contract 
payments in the last’two :yeaw;— 
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• 545. The Dankuni, Howrah, Rajpur and Barajolla drainage works in the distbibution, 

Hooghly district in charge of the Executive Engineer, Northern Drainage and 
Embankment Division, were maintained in good order during the year. The undertaken 

J J» J 1 _1_ _J ^ rjl_ At nV. .n........ V. _J AlL ^ 


cost of their upkeep compared with the previous year is shown below:— 


Dankuni 

Howrah 

Bajannr 

Burajolla 


Total 


laos-oe. 

Bb. 

1,126 

5,a03 

7,753 

14,182 


1906-07. 

lia. 

258 

8(;2 

9,604 

10,724 


under the 
provisions of 
the Drainage 
Act,VI(B.C) 
of 1880. 


Fairly good crops were obtained from the whole of the areas drained by 
those works, 

546. Tho only work which lias as yet been taken up under this Act is that Works 
known as the Magra H5,t Drainage Scheme in the 24-Pargauas district. It is undertaken 
designed to drain the swamps around Magra H&t in the central portion of the Euder the 
tracts enclosed by the 34-1’arganas embankments. The swamps are mainly 

those along tho Kaorupukur khal near llotar, those drained by the Surjipur ^ain^e Act, 
sluice, those at Joynagar and along tho'Srichaudra and Sangrampur khuls, as vill (B.C.) of 
well as north of the railway near Sangrampur and at Dhosa and Hobka. The 1895. 
total area covered by tho scheme is about 290 square miles. Satisfactory 
progress was made with tlio work. The outlay for the year was Ks. 4,04,811, 
the estiniatod total cost being over 17 lakhs. 

547. In the South-Western Circle plans and estimates were prepared fox Drainage 

works designed to improve the drainage of the Arapanch basin. The scheme, works carried 
as a wliolo, hinges on the proposed canalisation of Tolly’s Nala, and has been under the 

deferred till that question is settled. As a measure of present relief, tho outfall ” 

chanuol from the existing sluices was cleared at a cost of Rs. 27,070, including Embankment 
charges for establishment and tools and plant. Act, II (B.C) 

-548. A new sluice at Dlmtkhali’ which had been commenced in the of 1882. 
previf us year, was completed at a cost of Rs. 26,084 including all charges. A Original works, 
tunnel sluice at Fulhagicha, in lh6^»181st mile of tho Khari khal Right 
embankment, Schedule D, No. 78, was completed at a cost of Rs. 1,330. 

In the Orissa Circle tho sluices and channels for tho drainage of tho 
country within the Argoal Circuit embankment, which were commenced last 
year, were proceeded with. 'I’ho total expenditure to end of the year, includ¬ 
ing charges for cslablishpient and tools and plant, amounted to Rs, 17,176, of 
which Rs. 31,040 Were spent during the year under review. At the close of 
tho year the sluice had been nearly completed, and about half of tho excava¬ 
tion of the channels had boon done. 

549. Tho Charrial khal drainage schomo was maintained in good condition Maintenance 
at a cost of lis. 1,902, as compared with Rs. 2,493 in tho. previous year. A and Repairs, 
large number of sluices in the Schedule D ombunkments are maintained under 

the provisions of the Act at the cost of tho estates bene/itted. 

550. Work in connection with the improvement of tho drainage channel Drainage 
from Doudpur to Utterpadima, known as the Tajpur drainage project, in tho 

Contai subdivision of the Balusore Division was in progress, but was retarded ^ 

by the scarcity of labour and delay in obtaining possession of tho land. ’ 

Altogether Rs. 3,710 were expended. pj-ovisions 

The Bailee Bhil drainage works in tho 24-I’arganas district wore efficiently of any Act. 
maintained at a cost of Rs. 5,931. In tho Midnapore district the Balliaghye 
main drain, which is used both for drainage and as a navigable channel, was 
kept opop to traffic throughout the year; but it is reported that silt-clearanco is 
again wanted. The branch drain from 0 mile to the 6th mile-post was closed 
to traffic for silt-clearanco from 1st January to 10th June 1900. Tho total 
amount spent on this clearance was Rs, 21,264, tho expenditure of the year 
being* Rs, 13,125. The khas tahsR khals in charge of this Department 
in the same district were maintained in ko. efficient state at a cost of Ks. 10,001, 
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CHAPTER V.-REVENUE AND FINANCE. 


G-ross Revenue. 

I 

551. The old system of quinquennial settlements in vogue since 1877 
between the Government of India and the Local Government was replaced by 
a' j«a«i-permanent settlement with effect from April 1904. Consequent on the 
constitution of the new province of Eastern Bengal and Assam, an alteration 
in the settlement was necessary. Instead of merely redistributing the revenue 
and expenditure in proportion to the 15 'transferrod districts, an entirely now 
settlement was ^aue with this Government. This also is meant to be quaai- 
permanent. It came into force on April Ist 1906. It was based on a total 
annual provincialized expenditure of Rs. 4,74,40,000 and provincialized revenue 
of Rs. 4,67,01,000. The difference is covered by a fixed annual assignment of 
Rs. 7,39,000 from Imperial to Provincial revenues. This Government now 
retains as provincialized revenue—all the Land ^revenue from the Government 
estates, half the remaining Land revenue, half the receipts from Stamps, Excise, 
Forests and Assessed taxes; all the receipts from Registration, Provincial rates, 
Jail, Courts of Law, Police, Marino, Education, Medical, Major and illinor 
Irrigation Works, Civil Works and from some other sources of lesser impor¬ 
tance. The expenditure that has to bo met by this Government is briefly all 
incurred under the following heads: Land Revenue, Registration, Provincial 
Rates, Courts of Justice, Jails, Police, Marine, Education, Medical, Political| 
Major and Minor Irrigation, Civil Works, Famine Relief; half that on Stamps, 
Excise, Assessed Taxes and Forests; and various proportions of other heads of 
expenditure. From Opium, Salt and Customs, the Provincial Government 
derives no revenue, but it is not charged with any part of the expenditure. 
-These terms will operate more favourably than those of former settlements, as 
a far larger proportion of the revenue now provincialized is likely to expand 
in the ordinary course of things, and the fixed non-expanding assignment has 
been considerably reduced. 

In addition, special grants are made from time to time' for special expendi- 
ture, such as Agriculture, Education, Police, Famine Relief, etc., etc. 

The total amount of these special grants provided for the year 1907-08 is 
Rs. 14,60,000. A farther sum of Rs. 50,00,0u0 has already been provided for 
the Calcutta improvement scheme. ' 

Gross Revenue. 

The foUowing siatmeat shows the gross revenue (in the total of Imperial, Provincial and Local Bevenues) 

for 1906-07, as compared with that for 1905-06, 


[The Bgures are in thousands.] 


Bbciipts. 



1906-1906. 



1806.1907. 



ImX’crial. 

Trovincial. 

Local. 

Total. 

Imperial. 

Provincial. 

Local. 

Total. 

opening balance 


Hs. 

Hs. 

Hs. 

Ha. 

Hs. 

••p 


Bs. 

Hs. 

Principal Heads of BeTenuc— 










‘ Land Eevenue ... •• 

••• 

1,60,30 

181,42 

- • • 

3,31,72 

1,14,88 

1.74,211 

... 

2,89.04 

Opium 

••• 

7,18,61 

... 

••• 

7.13,61 

7.42.13 

••• 

•oe 

7,42,13 

Salt ... 

... 

1,62,84 

... 

... 

1,62,84 

1,60.89 


pp* 

1,60.89 

Stamps 


ei,8e 

M.76 

91.86 

... 

1,88,72 

73,63 

78,63 

• te 

1,47,06 

Excise 


78,70 

... 

1,68,46 

Hil 

80,41 

«pi 

1,60,82 

Provincial Hates 


era 

44.36 

46.09 

90,44 

86,18 

34,96 

71,14 

Customs ... 


2,05,79 

• « « 

2,06,79 

1.92.89 

•«. 

••P 

1,92.89 

Assessed Taxes ... 

9*. 

87,72 

12,67 

... 

00,29 

24,87 

24,33 

•M 

49,20 

Foieats 

... 

8,39 

2.80 

... 

11,19 

6,83 

6,33 


10,66 

Registration 


••• 

14,61 

... 

14,61 


12,26 


12,26 

Tributes ... ••• 

.»» 

21 

M. 

... 

21 

33 



33 

Total 

*#• 

14^66,48 

4.21.21 

46,09 

19,32.78 

13,96.21 

4,06,86 

84,96 

18,86,42 

Interest ... 

... ' 

19,69 

2.61 ; 

S8 

16,68 

18.28 

8.62 

86 

16,26 

Post-office e«. 

... 

... 

••• 

8 

8 

... 

... 

«.* • 

... 

Total 

... 

18,69 

«.61 

46 

16,66 

13,28 


86 

16,26 


Financial 
Relations 
with the 
Imperial 
Government. 
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Hbceipts . 

1906 - 1906 . 

1906 . 1907 . 

Imperial. 

Provincial. 

Local. 

Total. 

1 Imperial. 

Provincial 

• 

Local. 

Total. 

• 

Beoeipti by OiTil Department— 









Law and Justice— 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bf. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs, 


Oourti of Law 


• 6,98 

*.. 

6,98 

• 

5,74 


6,74 

Jails ,*• 

••• 

ia .87 

... 

12,87 


12,08 


12/)8 

Police*. ... ... 

... 

I , S 4 

9,05 

10,39 

... 

1,80 

8.69 

10,08 

Marine 

.*. 

16,19 


15,19 


16 , S 9 


16'89 

Education 


6,59 

64 

7,23 


6,60 

58 

oils 

Medical 

... 

4,67 

45 

6,02 


2,43 

37 

2,80 

Scientific and other Minor Departments 

... 

2,72 

26 

2,97 

••• 

2,82 

21 

3,08 

Total 


60,26 

10,39 

60,66 

... 

46,46 

9.86 

66,30 

MiscellaneoUB— 









Booeipts in aid of Superannuation 

1,76 

91 

... 

2,67 

1,63 

63 


2,26 

Stationery and Printing 

•*• 

1.32 

3 

1,33 

... 

1,36 

1 

1,36 

Misccllaneons ... 

60 

6,41 

2,31 

8,02 

67 

6,50 

1,31 


Total 

2,26 

7 . C 4 

2,12 

12,02 

2,30 

8,48 

1,32 

12,10 

Irrigation- 









Major works (direct receipts) •». 

... 

^ 21,39 


21,39 

... 

22,98 

... 

22,98 

Minor Works and Navigation — 









By Public Works Department 

... 

6,68 


6,68 


6,60 ' 


6,60 

tt Civil Department 


J ,23 

■" 10 

1.82 

... 

1,19 j 

7 

1,26 

Total 

... 

29,29 

jO 

29,39 

... 

30,77 

7 

30,84 

Building and Boaiis— 






i 

1 



Military Works ... 

2 


... 

2 

2 


4S. j 

2 

Civil Works— • 







! 

I 

By Public Works Department 

20 

2.26 


2,46 

77 

3.20 I 


3,97 

„ Civil Dopartment 

• b* 

2,18 

" 6,80 

7,98 


1,81 1 

* 4,39 

6,20 

Total 

22 

4,44 1 

5.80 

10,46 

79 

6,01 ; 

4,39 

10,19 

Contributions 

... . 

61 

Jt _ 

28,42 

‘ is ,93 

... 

4,99 1 

26,26 

81,26 

Granp Total 

fIvL ^ 1 ' • _ .• 

14 , 81,66 

6 . 16 , 1)6 

93,38 

20 , 90.89 

14 , 11,68 

6 , 03,57 1 

77.20 

19 , 92,35 


Tb« chief Tsrislioas are explained in the aeotiona on Imperial and Provincial Finance. 


Imperial Revenue and Finance. 

552. The following statement shows Imperial receipts in 1906-07 as 
compared with those of 1905-06:— 


lHAjrOR UKADS. 


1005.06. 

1900-07. 

ItiorcoNo. 

1 IhN'rooM', 

1.—Land Bevenuo 



Its. 

1,21.19,738 

Bs. 

1,11,37,640 

Bs. 

B*. 

9,83,093 

11.—Opium ... 

••• 


7,13,93,299 

7,42,12,656 

29,19^66 

III.•'Salt .M 



l36.%38,361 

1,60,88,611 

7,60,250 


IV.—Stamps 



71,60,123 

73,63,849 

i;93,226 


V,—Excise ... 

•*» ... 

..a 

86,82,792 

' 80,40,696 

6,42,096 

VIT.—OustomB 

... 

»•* 

2,06,‘29,980 
3A82,663 

1,92,88,689 


IMlisOl 

10,48,933 

VlII.—Assessed Taxes 

... 

M. 

24,38,629 


IX.—Forests 

... 

a.. 

7,44,627 

6,32,894 


2,11,733 

XI.—Tributes 

... 


20,660 

38,160 

I'Ceoo 

XIlv—Interest 

Superannuation 


18,68,760 

13,28,041 

30^719 

1,968 

XXII —Receipts in aid of 

... 

1,66.123 

1,63,166 


XXV .r^Misoellaneous 

tfi 

... 

48,084 

66,176 

I?,493 

• 

• 

Total 

... 

14,08,44,694 

14,06,78,466 

38.92.824 

40,68,933 


The several increases and decreased diown in the above table arc accounted 
for mainly by the causes given below:—C^'«OT.—Numl^ of chests sold 

. h2 
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increased by 3,600; Salt. —Larger clearances for consumption; Stamps,-^ 

Execution of a larger number of deeds consequent on the milure of harvests 

and the higher prices of food-grains, as also arising from the growth of trade, 

activity in speculation in coal shares, and the floating of several companies of 
a speculative nature; Larger receipts on account of percentage 

chargeable on European stores for Provincial and Local Funds; Land R^venut, 
—iCullections from Government estates became wholly Provincial under the new 
Provincial Settlement from 1906-07, instead of 12 per cent, only as heretofore.* 
The Imperial share of the other receipts was also \ against f as before. 
Tlie recovery “of, survey and settlement charges in Bihar was postponed owing 
to distress in Purnea; Excise. —The Imperial share was reduced from to 
; Customs, —Decrease in export duty, duo to smaller exportation of rice, 
and decline in import duty under spirits and liquors, cotton manufactures and 
manufactured articles; Assessed Taxes and Forests. —The Imperial share under 
these heads reduced from f to | under the new Provincial Settlement; Interest. 
—Reduction in the outstanding balances of loans. 

bb'd. The following statement shows Imperial expenditure in 1906-07 as 
compared with 1905-06:— 


MAJOR. HEADS. 



1905.06. 

1006-07. 

1 Increase. 

Decrease. 

3.—“Befunds and Drawbacks 



Bb. 

8.28,606 

Bs. 

7,60.788 

Bs. 

1,32,183 

Bi. 

2.Assignment8 and OompeDsatioDB 



1.68,635 

1,40,764 

17,871 

3.—Land UeTonue 

... 


11,82,119 

10,58,349 

... 

1,23,770 

4.—Opium 

... 


2,83,16,936 

8,86,23,403 

8,07,467 


6.—Salt 



2.0i,331 

3,24,335 

83,004 


6.—Stamps 


... 

2,19,273 

2,04,010 

•M 

16,26.3 

7,—Excise ... 


... 

,3,87,982 

3,71,636 

... 

16,446 

9.—Customs 


• •• 

9,96,316 

10,96,977 

1,00.661 

... 

10.—Assessed Taxes 

««« 


1,07.927 

76,078 


32,849 

11.—iWest ... ... 


... 

3,87,806 

2,89,799 

... 

97,607 

14.—Interest on other obligaiions 

... 

... 

12.742 

14,6.33 

1,791 

18.~Ooneral Administration ... 


•• 

2,87,618 

2.80.972 

... 

26.646 

Sd.-^Kcrlesiastical 



2,17.999 

2,IL&89 

••• 

6,410 

26.—Political 

... 


83,872 

6,024 


77,848 

26.—Scientific and other Minor departments 

... 

19,486 

41,366 

2i;870 

... 

27.—Territorial and PoliticaJ Pensions 

... 

... 

8,97,123 

8,70,606 

*«• 

26,618 

28.—Civil Purlough ... 

... 

* 

858 



868 

29.—Supcrannuaiiou ••• 

... 

... 

46,086 

40.828 

••• 

4,258 

32. — Miscelliincous 


... 

1 17,839 

16,263 

••• 

1,686 

45. — Civil Works 

... 

..t 

0 

I* 5.000 

6,000 

... 

• •• 


Total 

... 

3.42,62,053 

8,44,11,199 

6,96,976 

4,47,830 


The principal increases and decreases are explained as follows:— 
Refunds .and Drnwhacks. —Large refunds of Customs duties; Opium .— 
Larger payments to cultivators owing to larger outturn; Salt. —Enter¬ 
tainment of full sanctioned scale of establishment; Customs. —Beorganization 
of the Custoujs Preventive Service; Scientific and other Minor Departments,— 
Expansion of the operation of the Veterinary Department; Assignments and 
Compensation. —Owing to the change in the Imperial shares of Land Revenue 
receipts and Malikhana payments and under Excise, Assessed Taxes and Forests 
owing to the changes in the Imperial shares as noticed on the receipt side; Land 
Revenue. —Smaller expenditure under survey and settlement operations; Stamps. 
—Smaller quantity of stamp paper supplied from Central Stores; General 
Administration. —Changes of officers; Political. —Owing to the fransfer of charge 
of Political Agdnts to the Ipdia Estimates; Territorial and Political Pensiomrs.— 
Death of certain pensioners of the Oudh family and of Maharaja Shitab Roy’s 
family. 


Land Bevenue. 


[See Chapter II of thia Beport.] 

Financial subject of the administration of the Land Revenue has already 

Results. been dc^t with in Chapter II of this report. The financial results of the past 

year were quite satisfactory. The current demand was more than a lakh 
higher t.hpn in the last year. The tot&l demand (current and arrear) was 
Rs. 2,94,54,912| and the total amount collected was Rs. 2,87,25,245, or 97*52 
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? &rcent.^ The percentage of current collection on current demand was 98*05, 
'be remisaions amounted only to Ka. 50,879, out of which sum Bs. 47,100 Was 
in estates held direct by Govenimout. 
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Canal Revenue. 


[See Chapter IV of this report, ♦‘Canals."] 


Sources of Revenue other than Land. 

CtrSTOMS. 

[Customs Administration Report, 1906-07, also called the Report on the Maritime Trade of Bengal for 
the year ]906>-07. Statistics of British India, Part II—Commorcial.j 

555. The gross revenue obtained at Calcutta from the duties on imports Revenue from 
according to the schedules on exported idee under the Tariff Act and from Customs, 
countervailing duties on sugar was Rs. 3,47,95,179, representing a decrease of 

10’5 per cent, as compared with last year. The duty leviable on salt landed at 
Calcutta but paid into district treasuries for clearance of the salt from Inland 
bonded warehouses was nearly 9^ lakhs. If this be added to the figures above 
given, the not decrease is reduced to 1^2 per cent. Tlio revenue from duties 
on imports increased se by 1*7 per cent., but that from exported rice 
declined by nearly 11 lakfis (49 per cent.) and there was a doclino of 4| lakhs 
consequent on the reduction of the salt tax from Re, 1-8 to Re. 1 per maund. 

Though this reduction took effect only from March 20th, the clearauco of 
9,46,104 mauuds of salt was finished before the end of the year. 

556. There was a fall in the value of imported merchandise, but still there Value of 
was an increase in the amount received as duties. The total an^ount collected Imports, 
under the countervailing sugar duties was only Rs. 163 for tho year. 

The decrease in imported mercliandiso was chiefly under tho headings 
Cotton goods, Government stores and eJowollery. 

The decline in net revenue is duo to a greater amount being paid on 
account of refunds and drawbacks, the total showing an increase of 35 per cent. 
on the previous figures. Drawback irf allowed cliiefly on copper, cotton piece- 
goods and jewellery. 

Excise duties are not included under customs revenue, but the income from 
this source rose by 112 per cent, to Rs. 23,709. This is because a large number 
of additional ooms have been set up to supply the demand for “ Swadeshi ” 
cotton goods. • • 

667. The net Income of tho Calcutta Custom House was Rs. 3,36,28,443, Net income, 
representing a decrease of over 2 per cent, from the total of last year, 

Rs. 3,43,96,772. 'Fho net income at subordinate i)orts—Balasore, Cuttack and 
Puri—was Rs. 1,53,204. 

658. In tlio year 297 cases wo^e disposed of. Extra duty to the Cases under 
amount of Rs. 22,260 was realized and penalties to tho amount of Rs. 25,319. Sea Customs 
Undervaluation of consignments of gramophones and accessories accounts for 
over half of tho extra duty. Losses of revenue over importations of cocoanut 
oil and molasses have also boon detected, and action is being taken against the 
officer responsible for passing the consignments at less then their proper 
weights. 

559. The testing of yarn was reintroduced, and some instances of short Merchandise 
reeling were detected. There were 403 cases under the Act, the majority of Marks Act. 
thorn being cases of false trade descriptions. Japanese goods wore passed off 

as of French, English, American and even Bengali origin. Penalties were 
realized, in practically all the cases. 

560. The full permanent staff under tho Wharf Amalgamation Schomo has Administra- 
been entertained. Extra preventive officers were employed to cope with the 

extra work entailed by the divorsion of traffic to Kidderpore Dock and other 
whafrves. 

Tho Assistant Collectors have Been given fuller control of their various 
departments. The salt^rowanah system has been abolished in favour of a 

n3 
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sinipler system ^ clearance; some progress uras made with the codification of 
the standing orders into a Custom House Manual, and a PreventiTe Officers' 
Manual has been drafted. A Customs Audit Manual has been prepared and 
further steps for the organization of the Audit and Accounts Departmeuts hayo 
been taken. 


OPIUM. 

[Report on the Administration of tbo Opium Department, 1905-00. BUtistics of British India, Part IV— 

Financial (Ke venue). ] 

561. TRe- most far-reaching conchision concerning this department that 
has been come to. of late years is the determination of the Home Government 
to effect a reduction of the area to be ummally settled for poppy cultivation, to 
900,000 bighas. Of tins area, about 2.50,000 bigbas will be settled by tbe 
Bihar, and the balance by the Benares agency. The number of chests to bo 
sold annually will also be restricted. 

562. During the past season 38,125 ches1s.of opium were manufactured. 
This is a decrease of 10,625 cliosts from the output of the previous year. 
There are alwut 36,000 mannds of unmanufactured opium in the vats at the 
factories, and there are 34,813 chests in stock at present. 

563. The season was disastrous in Bihar and rather unfavourable in 
Benares. Unseasonable rain in February and March spoiled a most promising 
crop. The drug was constantly washed off the capsules. Wind and hail united 
in some places to damage the leaf, and both in drug and leaf the output was 
very much below the estimate. 

564. In Bibar there was a decrease of 9,376 maunds, and in Benares an 
increase of 12,636 maunds. Careful investigations have been made by the 
Imperial Agricultural Chemist daring the year to ascertain the determining 
factors in the yield of the plant. A number of soils and specimens of the water 
used for irrigating the crop were examined, bat no conclusive solution of the 
problem was arrived at. In previous years good seed has l>een distributed 
with little or no appreciable result; it is the ueniu! custom umong the cultivators 
to vary their seed yearly', hence it seems that the special fertility of certain 
fields continues to baffle enquiry. At Ppsa experimental poppy cultivation was 
carried on, but the yield was only 2^ seers per bigha. This is poor in coiupaii- 
sou with over 4 seers per bigha, in Biliar genoriilly, in the previous year, and 
over 5 seers per bigha in Benares in tlie year under review. Unless a cultiva¬ 
tor gets at least 4 seers {)er bigha, his profit is but small. 

565. In Bihar 338,020 bighas were settled, of which 6*5 per cent, was test- 
measured by gazetted oiricers. But only 328,640 bighas were actually sown. 
In Benares 643,726 bighas wore settled, but 671,064 bighas were actually sown. 
Df the twea settled, 7*21 pur cent, was test-measured. 

It seems thus that there is a disinclination on the part of the Bihar raiyat 
to engage for poppy cultivation. No doubt the very low yield (barely 3 seers 
per bigha) reacts in this direction. The best lauds are now often put under 
potatoes in Bihar. The fixed price {)ald for opium contrasts unfavourably in 
the raiyat’s mind with the general rise in the price of food-grains. In Benares 
wheat is the great competitor for the best lauds. 

The policy of refusing to renew settlements for unfavourably situat¬ 
ed or otherwise unprofitable lauds is being followed. Formerly opium was 
produced in districts much farther east than Monghyr. It is interesting to 
notice that in the Benares Agency the totidency is for the area under poppy to 
full off in the east and to extend towards tbe north-west. 

566. The average for Bihar is 74'68°, which is much better than the 
previous year and may be considered satisfactory. Tbe Benares average is 
only 68-69“. The general quality is reported to have been good in Bihar. 
Only two bags were adulterated badly. The Benares opium was not so good, 
as 2,259 bags were more or less adulterated or impure. 

567. The total sale-proceeds amounted to Rs. 7,23,65,450, Bihar opium 
obtaining Rs. 91 per chest more then Benares. TUe average total cost per 
chest was Rs. 511, and the net revenue derived from opium was tberetore 
Rs. 4,54.02,094. 

In the year 52,000'chests were sold at an average price of Ra, 1,370 
per chest. Tlus is Rt.-175 less than the average price realised in the previous 
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jrear. The reduction is probably accounted for by the increase of 4,000 in the 
number of chests sold, 

568. The proposals to increase the padre of the gazetted staff have not Administra* 
been sanctioned, as the future of the Department is somewhat problematical, tive. 

The revision of the eleven volumes of the Opium Manual has been completed. 

Various steps to improve the Factory buildings, and, in some cascis, the outly¬ 
ing buildings in the districts have been taken during the year. The continued 
recession of the Ganges from its channel near the Factory is likely to cause 
difficulties in bringing in timber to manufacture chests. If possil)le, a channel 
will be kept open. 


, SALT. 


[Salt Administration Seport, 1906-07. Statistics of British Indio, Part IV—^Finance (Bevcnue).] 

569. The system of passes en rouic known as the ‘ rawana’ system has been Administrative 
abolished. Ti>e necessary revision of the rules has been made. As a result changes, 
of the removal of the restrictions on the free movement oi salt, open competi¬ 
tion has been encouraged. Ketail shops are springing up, and retail prices 
show a small fall. 

The department is being worked with less than the sanctioned establish- 
mont, and a proposal to amalgamate it with the Excise establishment is under 
consideration. * 

670. The imports of foreign salt for the year increased by over 8 lakhs of Imports ot salt 
maunds. The value decreased from 53*30 lakhs to 53*82 lakhs. Selling import 
prices in England and in Calcutta were lower. duty. 

The import duty was reduced from Rs. 2 to Be. 1-8 a maund with effect 
from March 22nd 1905, and the average wholesale prices per maund at district 
head-quarters have now been reduced .by an equivalent amount. A further 
reduction from Re. 1-8 to Re. 1 per maund camo into operation on March 20th 
1907. In the last eleven days of the year nearly 3;'},000 tons were cleared at this 
reduced rate. Clearances for consumption totalled over 400,000 tons—a figure 
far higher than that of any recent yea^. Only 46,000 tons in all remained in 
bond at the close of the year. The demand for Spanish salt has more than 
doubled in the year. Supplies have arrived also from Port Said and the Gulf 
of Smyrna. Aden, Red Sea and Porsifu Gulf ports supply very little salt now. 

571. The average rate of consumption per head works out at 13*6 lbs. Consumption. 
in the saliferous districts and 11'2 lbs. in the otiior districts. The abolition of 
the ‘rawana’ system has done away with the collection of some statistics in 
detail. An attempt was made to supply their place with figures furnished 
by the Director-General of Commercial Intelligence for imports into* certain 
districts. Rut his figures show smaller imports for the whole of these districts, 
than the total consuuiption reported by the Collectors for only the saliferous 
portions of these districts. Further enquiries are being made. 

573. The financial results ot the year show a net revenue of ovor one Fiscal Results, 
hundred and fifty-six lakhs, which is 4*8 per cent, higher than that of last year. 

The charges for the past year are considerably less than those for the two 
preceding years. 

The average selling price of salt at Calcutta during the year was 7 annas 
9 pies per maund. The duty was Re. 1-8 per maund for the first 11^ months 
of the year and the average retail selling price was Rs. 3*2 per maund. 

573. Illicit salt was attached in 387 cases, released in 3 and confiscated in Preventive 
414 cases during the year. The corresponding figures for the previous year tneasures. 
were 177, 1 and 140. There were 387 seizures and 5 unsuccessful house- 
searches during the year, last year’s figures being 152 and 1. 

574. Prosecutions were initiated in 175 cases involving 217 persons. Of Prosecutions, 
these, 198 were convicted, and in one batch of cases the prosocution of 12 

persons failed on the technical point that the search-party was not accompanied 
by a Head Constable. * 

A large increase in cases in the 24>Parganas district is attributed to a 
^ii4ral misunderstanding of the abolition of the rawana system. Its abolition 
was believed to authorize the preparation of salt for domestic iiso, and the 
prevalence of offences involving petty amounts of salt bears out this view. 

u 4 
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575. During the year 10,576 maunds of salt were educed in the manu¬ 
facture of saltpetre, and were removed, on payment of duty, from the 
refineries. 

EXCISE. 


[Statistics of Dritish India, Part IV—Finance (Revenue).] 

Excise ' 576. The report of the Excise Committee was completed and submitted^ 

Committee. Various recommendations of a general nature, and others expressly applicable to 
Bengal, havo bcon taken into consideration, and efforts to put them into practice 
have already bCen begun. The general f)ulicy is to make the tax on liquor as 
high as it is pessible to raise it without stimulating illicit production to a 
degree which would increase instead of diminish the total consumption, and 
without driving people to substitute deleterious drugs for alcohol or for a moio 
or less harmful form of liquor. The abolition of outstills is the first thing 
aimed at, keeping in view the settled policy of Government to “minimise 
temptation to those who do not drink, and to discourage excess among those 
who do.” 

Administrative 577. Tn ])ursuance of this policy, the contract system of supplying country 

changes. spirits has been applied to the districts of Darjeeling, liturshidabad, Jossore 

and Khulna. From the 2nd .January 1907 the duty on country rum was 
enhanced to the tariff rate of lis. 7 j)er gallon L.P, The prohibition of the sale 
of intoxicants of all kinds to children ,under 14 years of age, the issue of 
excise licenses for the sale of medicated liquors are important reforms which 
were introduced during the year. Special mention may also be made of the 
proliibition of the bringing into British India of cocaine by means of tho post, 
and the restriction of its importation by any other means to persons specially 
permitted by the Local Government. 

Beveune. 578. The total receipts of the year amount to 160| lakhs, which ropresonta 

an increase of over 7-^ lakhs on the figures of the previous year. Country 
spirit, ganja and opium respectively account for 87 lakhs, 26j lakhs and 23^ 
lakhs out of tho total revenue of the year. Tho receipts from country spirit 
and opium show an inci'oaso of 6| lakhs and 1 lakh respectively, while the 
receipts from ffanja have declined to the extent of half a lakh. IJuring the 
year under report, the incidence of taxation per gallon of L.P. spirit under the 
Sadar distillery system was Rs. 5*7 and undur the conti’act supply system 
Rs. 4’4; and tho average fee for each odtstill was Rs. 2,109. The correspond¬ 
ing figures for the preceding year were hs. 5*7, Rs. 3’9 and Rs. 2,009 
respectively, taking the same geographical areas, irrespective of the change of 
system. A further increase of duty on country spirit in the contract distillery 
areas has been siinctioiied from tho beginning of the current year; and tho 
rates in'some districts will probably bear still further increase. 

Country spirit. 579. More tlian one-fourth of the total revemue from country spirit was 
collected in tho town of Calcutta, which is supplio'l from tho Russa distillery. 
There w.'is again a con.Hiderablo increase in the consumption of such liquor in 
Calcutta, whicli is, however, partly (more than half) balanced by a falling off 
in the consumption of country rum. The iucrcaso of population of tho town, 
and the increase of wages, may be a sufficient reason for tho net increase of 
about 2-| per cent, on the total consumption of country spirit and country rum 
taken together. On the other hand, there has been a large increase in tho 
number of convictions for diuinkenncss in Calcutta and suburbs, during tho 
year under report. Tlieso results may indicate merely greater activity on the 
part of the Police, or a real increase of drunkenness. Tlie Government of India 
have recently directed, on the recommendation of tho Excise Committee, that 
a record should be maintained of convictions for drunkenness in places where 
it is punishable, as well as of action taken against licensees for permitting it, 
and that the subject should bo noticed in the Annual Administration Reports. 

The large number of prosocutions for the illicit sale of country spirits in 
Calcutta was probably the result of the enforcement of closuro of the shops at 
an early hour in the night. Tho question whether ^he limit of possession of 
country spirit in Calcutta, which is now fixed at 12 reputed quart bottles, is not 
unnecessarily high, and whether a reduction of the limit will strengthen'the 
bands of the ITcveutivo officers in chocking illicit sales is about to be 
considered. 
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As regards the working of the Russa distillery, steps are being taken to 
effect tho separation of n^anufacture and wholesale vend from retail vend, 
and it is hoped that this will tend to reduce the number of distillers and 
thereby assist in concentrating manufacture. Economic loss is involved in the 
present method of manufacture, but caution is necessary in pushing 
refoi*ms creative of monopoly in Kussa, as in other distilleries. The quantity 
of spirit which this distillery is called upon to supply is very large. • 

580, The full effect of tho introduction of the contract system of supply Contract 

is being carefully watched, but cannot yet be gauged with accuracy; and it is supply system, 
premature to attempt a complete estiftiate. The new system is £reditcd with 
having checked drunkenness on its introduction in the district of Darjeeling, 

On the other hand, it is reported that a fixed price lias led to increased sales 
with tho introduction of the system in Burdwan and in Manbhum since the 
beginning of the current year. Tho difficult problem of continuing the issue 
of weak liquor under tho contract supply system is being considered. The 
system provides for the supply of weak liquor at a moderate price in definite 
areas, tlie liquor being diluted under tho supervision of Excise officers at the 
nearest warehouse. The cost of carrying weak liquor is excessive, and there 
is the further difiiculty that liquor below a certain strength will not keep good 
for more than a few da 3 ^s. 

581. Difficulty is often experienced by the licensees, both in Calcutta and Number and 
in tho districts, in obtaining sites for liquor shops. It is suggested that sites location of 
and buildings should be acquired for such shops. This suggestion, so far as 

relates to large towns in this Province, is in conformity witli tho views 
expressed by the Government of India in dealing with tho recommendations 
made by tho Indian Excise Committee in Chapter X of their Report. It has, 
however, to bo borne in mind that it is not possible to fix the site of a liquor 
shop once for all, as* tho locality may in course of time become unsuitable owing 
to a change in tho surroundings. As regards Calcutta, it was decided in 
the year 1005 that an endeavour .should be made to induce tho owners 
of suitable buildings-to lease them to tho successful bidders at the auctions. 

Tho Indian Excise Committee in paragraph 240 of their Report have suggested 
that a local Committee should be appointed in Presidency towns to adviso 
as to the requirements with regard to shops. The Government of India have 
approved the appointment of such committees and proposals for giving effect 
to the orders of Government, in tho cjse of Calcutta, will soon be submitted. 

682. Tho falling off in tho consumption of country rum occurred mainly Country rum, 
in Calcutta, wdiere, as above pointed out, there was an increase in the con¬ 
sumption of country spirit. During the past few years Bengal has depended 
entirely on distilleries outside the province for its supply of country rum 
During the year under report, however, two new distilleries were 0 |>ened in 
the Province, viz., one at Konnagor, in the district of Hooglily, and the other at 
Asansol, in the district of Burdwan, for manufacturing country spirits from mahua 
by improved methods under contract to supply certain areas, and at these 
distilleries rum also is made. At the instance of the authorities in tho United 
Provinces, rules were issued during tho year permitting the importation of rum 
from the Cawnpur Sugar Works (Company’s distillery, but it does not appear 
that any rum was actually imported from that distillery during the year. 

58M. Imported spirit has established itself in poj)ular favour in certain Imported 
districts. Between that spirit and country spirit supplied under the contract liquors, 
system there is a certain amount of competition. 

It is said that tho fees of several imported |liquor shops had to be 
reduced owing to the competition of railway refreshment-rooms, which at 
present pay very lamall fees. In dealing with the recommendations of the 
Indian Excise Committee, the Government of India have decided that when 
liquor is sold in railway refreshment-rooms to persons other than those who 
resort to them for meals, the license fee should be the same as that charged 
for ordinary foreign liquor shops. Effect will bo given to this order. 

584. Definite proJ)osals lor the levy of a nominal fee for licenses for tho Methylated 
jsale of metlwlated spirit will be submitteH soon. spirit. 

• 685. The system of ‘‘ canteens” for vend of tari which exists in Bihar Tari. 
does not accord with the principle underlying the general licensing system, 
which is that licenses give a monopoly of vend within a certain area. It is 


/ 
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probably responsible to some extent for the absence of competition for the 
lioenses, and a substantial reduction in the number of licenses is likely to 
improve tbe position of the vendors. 

aSQ. Though tho year was one of scarcity and higli prices of food-grains, 
the receipts from pachwai show a small increase of Rs, 25,232. As the price of. 
country spirit is raised by the abolition of the outstills, the aboriginal races will 
probably more and more resort to rice-beer ox pachwai. This would often be a 
reversion which should be welcomed, and the gradual withdrawal of ^the con¬ 
cessions now enjoyed by tliese races with regard to home brewing of pachwai, 
which has boon decided upon, wid be a further measure towards temperaheo. 

In compliance with the orders of the Government of India on the 
reoommen<lation8 of tho Indian Elscise Committee in paragraph 181 of their 
Report, local enquiries are now being made as to tho possibility of introducing 
a systetn of licensing the manufacture of bakhar (yeast). 

587. There was a large fallingoff in the receipt from ganja owing 
mainly to the failure of the crop. The existence of smuggling of ganja from 
Ganjam into the Khondmals and the districts of Puri and Sambalpur has 
been brought to tho notice of the Government of Madras. 

588. The duty on bhang is 8 annas a seor, except in six districts, where 
the rate was raised to 12 annas a seer in tho year 1900, and in Sambalpur where 
tho rate is Re. 1 a seer. There has been a large inertiase in the consumption 
of this drug during tho past two years, and a moderate increase in the general 
rate of duty may be called for. Af present the receipts from license fees 
are more than double the amount yielded by tbe duty, while the accepted 
principle of Excise taxation is that the bulk of tho revenue should be 
derived from the duty, and that license fees should form a supplementary 
impost for the adjustment of inequalities in local conditions and other trade 
incidents. 

On the ground that it is desirable to encourage consumption of a 
less harmful stimulant, it has been rucommended that licensed vendors of ganja 
should be allowed to sell tsiddbi without taking out a separate lit'ense. There is 
no positive infnrmation that the same |>er.s()n8 consume both drugs. But if, us 
is likely, the trade in ganja is more ppfitable than that in tho cheaper drug 
bhang, venders, allowed to deal in both articles, would try to push the sale of 
ganja at the expense of bhang ; and the result would be diTOctly contrary to tliat 
intended. On similar grounds it has been hold tiiat licenses for the sale of iari 
and country spirits should not ho given to the same parties. 

589. Important cases of smuggling of opium from tlie pioducing districts 
wore detected during the year, but there is reason to believe that organized 
bands of smugglers convey large quantities of the drug without detection. 
There are considerations comiooted with the policy of keeping down the retail 
selling price of opium to the rate of 4 annas tolah in the producing districts 
which should not be overlooked. I'he price at which opium is sold at 
treasuries in the districts of the Patna Division is Rs. 17 a seer, and the 
vendors should be allowed a sufficient margin of profit after meeting tbe 
license fees, shop expenses, etc., to make honest trade possible. It has also 
to be remembered that these vendors are in tbe best position to promote the 
illicit traffic in opium by buying in the small supplies from the cultivators, or 
by passing opium, purchased at the local treasury, to other parts of the country 
where the price is much higher. As noted above in paragraph of this report, 
large reductioiis in the cultivation of opium are in progress in Bihar, and in 
those tracts special watchfulness by Excise Officers is required. 

Tbe spread of the opium habit in Orissa has been noticed and the 
treasury price of opium in Orissa has been recently increased. The figures 
relating to consumptiun of opium, specially in the Balasore district, will be 
further examined in order that it may be ascertained bow much of the issues 
goes to the Tributary States; and it will be considered whether remedial 
measures can be proposed. 

590. The measuree taken against the spread bi the cocaine habit have 
not been in vain, as illicit supplies are now so costly that the smugglers have 
been put to the necessity of imposing adulterations upon their customers.' It 
is reported, however, that persons who have acquired a debased taste for such 
stimulants aro tpriiing to other like stimulants. 
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591. There was a decrease in the total number of persons arrested during — piw^ob. 
the past year for oflEences against the excise and opium laws, as compared with offences, 
the preceding year. The contract distillery system has been introduced into a 

part of the Sontbal Parganas district from the current year, and 'it is hoped 
that this measure may lie a further check on illicit distillation in this district. 

It is thought that illicit distillation goes on over the greater part of the districts 
of the Presidency Division, and that the Excise staff is not sufficient!^ 
j}owerful or intelligent to clieok the smuggling of opium. There is reason to 
think that greater attention is paid to the less important offences, either foi 
the sake of rewards or because these cases arc more easy of defection, than to 
the serious offences involving large loss of revenue. Thus itds noticed that 
during the year under review the number of arrests for illicit distillation of 
hpirits and smuggling of opium was much smaller than in the preceding year, 
while arrests for unlicensed sale oiganja and tari and breaches of conditions of 
licenses were more numerous. Instructions calculated to correct this tendency, 
if it exists, on the patt of the Preventive officers will be issued. The Inspector- 
General of Police will bo consulted as to the stops which should be taken with 
a view to secure the active co-operation of chaukidarB in tlxo prevention of 
excise offences, as at present they do not appear to co-operate with the 
Preventive staff. 

592. Legislation for regulating the possession of, and traffic in, mahua^ on Proposal for 
the lines of the Bombay Mhowra Flpwers Act of 1892 in order to place an legislation 
effective check on illicit dealings in country spirit has been suggested. It has^^^^ regard to 
to be borne in mind in the first place that mahua is largely consumed as a food 

in this province, and in the second place it could scarcely be established that 
anywhere in Bengal there is much drunkenness due to the use of mahua liquor, 
or that the authorities have had to deal with such violence and resistance to 
the Police as were reported in the case of the Thana and Kolaba districts. It 
is observed also that the Excise Gonjmitteo in paragraph 299 of their Report 
stated that they did not xccomnicnd extension of the Bombay Act. 


stamps. 

[Statisticiil iDformatiou for the Stamp Department, 1906-07. Statistics of Brltisli India, Fart 

IV—Fiudncial itevenue,] 

• 

593. The revenue collected during the year under these Acts amounted to Revenue under 
Rs. 1,42,86,693, which is Rs. 53,412 higher than last year. The increase was Stamp and 
derived entirely from non-judicial stamps. The total charges for thti year 
amounted to Its. 3,53,641. This is higher by *13 per cent, than last year’s 

figures, and the iiicrpascf ia explained by the larger amount of disc5unt or 
commheion allowed to the vendors. 

594. Excluding stamps for copies, the sale-proceeds of Court-fee stamps Court-fee 
fell from Rs. 96,13,749 to Rs. 94,66,666. The largett decrease (in Calcutta) Stamps, 
was over three lakhs. This is attributed to the smaller amount of duty paid 

in probate and letters of administration cases, and partly to the abolition of 
salt ‘rawanas.’ Considerable docreuses are shown in Muzaffarpur, Hazaribagh, 

Jessoro and Ntidia districts. A decrease in the number of civ'll! suits and in 
probate fees is the explanation advam-ed; and the same is the explanation 
for the increases in Darbhanga, Bankura, Murshidabad, Manbhum, Patna, 

Gaya, Khulna and Puri. In Ranchi and Miduaporo the iitcrease is attributed 
to the settlement opei-ations in progress in these districts. 

595. An increase of over four lakhs, IM per cent, is reported under the Non-judicial 
heading non-judicial stamps, as compared witli the previous year. Impressed Stamps, 
stamps show an inctrease ol nearly three lakhs, attributed to the greater number 

of deeds executed, consequent on the comparative failure of the harvests and 
. the high prices for food-grains. 

The increase in sliare-transfer stamps reflects the great activity on the 
Calcutta stock market in*coal shares and speculative company promoting. 

. 596. I’here is a decrease of 20 vendors in Calcutta; this is directly due to Vendors, 

the introduction of the unified postage and revenue stamps to replace the old 
receipt stamps. The total decrease for ^tho whole province is 9 oulyi and 
in all 2,978 vendors were engaged. 
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The question of giving the District Judge direct powers of supervision 
over stamp-vendors, whose usual place of business is in the Civil Court coin- 

J )Ound, was considered, and an addition was made to the rules under the Court 
Tees Act authorizing the District Judge to examine at any time or to depute 
a Gazetted officer to examine the stock of stamps in the vendor’s possession. 
Breaches of the 597. In all 1,086 persons were tried for infringement of the provisions 
Acts or Eules. df the Stamp Act as against 650_ persons in the previous year. The fines 


realised also*showed an increase.' The increase was most marked in Calcutta, 
and special enquiries in this connection are being made. 

Penalty for 598. In comparison with last year’s*figures, there was a decrease of 89 cases 

deficient duty, and of over two thousand rupees penalty and deficient stamp duty levied during 
the year by the Courts, Revenue officers decided 122 fewer cases, but realised 
over Rs. 17,000 more as duty and penalty. • 


INCOME TAX. 


[Statistioal information roenrdin); the Income-tax Department for 1B06-07 and Reaohition of the Board of 
Jievenuu thereon. Slatistice of British India, I'art IV—Financial RoTenne.] 


Financial 

Results. 


Increases and 
collections. 


Administrative. 


599. The net revenue shows an increase of over two lakhs, or 4*5 per 
cent, on the figures for the previous yoai-; the total amount realized was over 
forty-eight lakhs ond one-half, and the (collection and other charges amounted 
to 3'4 per cent, of this total. Tho increase was derived from all the main 
classes, namely, aalarie.s, companies, securities and ‘ other sources.’ 

The total number of assessces in tho lowest class (z.e., incomes of from 
Rs. 1,000 to Rs, 1,250) was thirty less than in the previous year. There 
were 224 assessmemts in this class eancelled on appeal by now asse-ssees. I’liis 
represents 5 per cent, of tJio new assessments. 

600. 'I'liere are increases in tho total number of as^ssoes by 1,500 and in 
the total demand of nearly two lakhs during the year. The greater part of these 
was in Calcutta, and this result has been achieved by the revision of a larger 
number of streets and by the increased incomes derived frum tho generally 
prosperous condition of business. 

In some districts the total demand' was realised within tho year : in the 
otheiB over 97 per cent, was collected, which is satisfactory. 

601. The clerical establishments got a general provisional increase of 
salary. Tho lower grades got graiii-compcusation allowance. Additional 
establishments were entertained in Calcutta. 

Sanction was accorded by the Government of India to the proposal to 
pay mufassal Income-tax assessors by a time scale instead uf by grades. This 
will prevent the recurrence of such cases as that of an oflicor serving for 
nineteen years on the same pay in a responsible position, and with no prospect 
of employment outside this special line. 


Forest Revenue. 

[Report on tho Forest Administraliou in tho Frorinco of Bonf>aI for 1906-07.] 

Receipts and 602. Under the terms of tho current ^«o.vi-permanont adjustment of 

Expenditure, financial relations with the Imperial Government, this Government. pays half 
of the expundituro on Forests and retains half the receipts therefrom. In the 
current year the provincial share of the receipts was Rs. 5,33,000; and of tho 
expenditure, Rs. 3,16,000. Tho receipts during the past year were app'reciably • 
in excess of those for last year. The expenditure higher, but the 

tendency is for the receipts to increase very largely in the future as the timber 
comes to maturity. 

Every division in the Province, oxcci'pt the newly established one in the 
Sundarbans, shows a profit on the. year’s working. Angul for the first time 
shows a profit. The future prospects of this division are hopeful. 
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(The fij^ares are in thoneands.) 


BZCfilPTS. 


AriuslN, 

1905.00. 


Opening balance ... 


Principal Heads of Beveiine— 

X.—Land Bevcnue— 

Pr^'per . 

Adjuhtmenta ... . 

JV,—stampa 

V.—Bxpihb. 

VL—Pioviwlal Rates 
VIir--A8f«8S(»d Taaea 
JJ.— Por«stB 
X.—&«gistr«lion ... 


Total 


Bs. 

1,3M0 


76.28 

+yfi.«.3 

71.00 

00,70 

. 30,40 

11,01 

2 . 4 S 

10,82 


3,70,60 


XII.—Interest 


Boceipts by Civil Department— 

XVI.—Law and Jnetice— 

Ooiirta of Iiaw . 

XailH . 

XVU.-Pol.ce. ... 

JVlll.-Marine. 

XIX — Bduoation . 

XX.— Medienl . 

XXI.—bciontilic and other Minor 
Diiparlmenla ... 

Tolal 


Miscellaneous— 

XXf I.—lieceipte in aid of Haperon- 
nuntloii .. 

X X f nStatioiier.v and Printing ... 
X X —M iBceUaueuuH 


8.62 


5 ,Cl 
12.20 
1,37 
16,06 
6,81 
4,14 

2.72 

47,30 


Total 


Irrigation— 

XXlX.-Hajor Works 
receipts) ... 


(direot 


XXX.—Minor Works and Naviga¬ 
tion— 

By Public Worka Depart¬ 
ment . 

By Civil Oepartonnt 

Total 


Bnilduigaand Eoada— 
XX.XlI.-Civll Worka- 


86 

1,3H 

6,05 

7.14 


21,39 


0,68 

1,23 

89 i 2 e 


B.v Public Works Depart- 
niwil 

By Civil Department 

Total ... 


Oontributfona 


Total 

Beraipts of the districts transferred 
* Total Berenue 

Giuvd Tout , 


8.26 

1,92 

4,18 

41 


a4.01,43 


54,53 


4 . 15.96 


0.46,06 


Actuals, 

1006-07. 


fis. 

1.10,48 



1,02,06 
+ 12,16 
7.3,53 
80,41 
.30.18 
84,34 
5.33 
12,86 


4.06,26 


2,68 


£.74 

12,08 

1,30 

16,39 

6.00 

2,43 

2,82 


43,45 


Direct demand on the rovenaes— 


1. ^nnda and Drawbacks . 

8. AsaiiwmcntK and Oumpensations 
3. Land Kcvenue 

0 . Stampa ... . . 

7. Krcise .. . . 

8 . Provincial Rates . 

10. Aasesaed Taxes 

11. Foresta. • 

12. Bcgistration 

'•’otal 


13 , In ter eat on ord inary debt 
16 , Fo 6 t Office 


Expenses of Civil Depart- 

18 . General .tdminiatration 

19. Law and Jusiice— 

OoiirisofLaw ... 

20. Police ... , 

21. Marine 

23. Eduoution 

24. Mpdicai 
26 . Political 


1.14 

30 

88.28 

8.19 
3.08 

87 

.30 

1.20 

6,08 


47.32 


8,10 


63 

1,35 

6.60 


menu 


Misccllaueous— 


Total 


1,17 

00 

36,87 

2,04 

3.78 

60 

76 

Xl« 

6,43 

evo" 


2.30 


Superannuation, etc. 


Total 


22,98 


0,60 

1,10 


30.77 


Famine Belief and Insurance-* 
85 . Famine Relief 


Irrigation— 

42. MaiorWorka- 

Workinn expenses 
Interest on debt. 

43 . Minor Worka and Navigation- 

By Fnblic Worka Department 
By Oivil Dopartment ... 

Total 


Buildings and Boada— 

46. Civil Worka- 

By P«bbo Works Department 
By Civil Department . 


19.89 

16.41 

71,28 

74.10 

- 24.60 

20,0.3 

68.03 

89,»5 

.. la,70 

11,74 

31.00 

38,51 

81,74 

21.07 

18 

41 

0.78 

9.74 

2.49,98 

2,70,56 

23,02 

24, S7 

10.79 

12,06 

3,47 

.3,47 

M.1H 

*1,19 


7,11 


8.80 

1.81 


6,01 


4 »W 


Ooutnbutions 


Total 


Total 


10,18 

24.62 


21,67 

10 

66.37 


6,988 

1 , 7 U 


61.26 


11,30 

21,21 


10,67 

10 


62.27 


6.03.57 


5 . 0 . 3,67 


6 , 14,06 


^memths tranaforred for 

Total Expendituro 

Cloaing balance 

ajciifj) Totae 

Provincial surpliie (+) or deficit f-) 


82,77 


4,78.08 


67.46 


00.98 

1.87 


08.80 


26,30 


6 , 8 i, 2 H 


6,36.48 


1 , 10.48 


0 , 45,96 


5.88,33 


91,07 


1 , 14.05 


-18,81 
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604. The increase under Land Revenue was chiefly duo to the collections 
from Government Estates becoming wholly Provincial under the new Provincial 
Settlement from lOOG-OT, instead of 12 per cent, only as heretofore. The 
Provincial share of the other receipts was also ^ against ^ as before. Under 
Adjustments the decrease was duo to the new' Provincial Settlement under 
which the fixed adjusting entry was reduced from Rs. 49,63,000 to Rs. 7,39.000, 
and the special assignment for Primary education and grants to Distinct 
Boards, etc., having ceased. The variations under the heads Stamps, Excise, 
Assessed Taxes and Forests, which are divided in fixed proportions between 
Imperial and Provincial, have been explained in the section on Imperial Finance. 
The decrease under Provincial Rates was due to short collections of the Public 
Works Cess in tlie districts of Gaya, Darbhanga and Ranchi, chiefly owing to 
non-payment of dues by the Tikari Raj, the Muksudpur Raj, the Darbhanga 
Raj, and various others. The increase under Registration was attributed partly 
to growth of revenue, and partly to a larger number of registrations, due to 
increase in sales and mortgages of property, and in obligations for payment of 
money, due to high prices of food-grains. The increase under Interest was 
distriouted to the several heads, while that under Law and Justice-^ Courts of 
Law was due to larger receipts from Magisterial fines. The decrease under, Jails 
was due to smaller cash sales and supplies to public consuming departments. 
The increase under Police was for larger recoveries for punitive police and for 
police supplied to private persons; while that under Marine occurred under 
pilotage receipts in the Port of Calchtta. The decrease under Education was 
partly for smaller receipts from fees in Government Colleges—General, but 
chiefly under Miscellaneous. Thero was a special contribution of 2 lakhs from 
the Calcutta Hospital Port Dues Fund in 1905-06 towards the maintenance 
of the Presidency General Hospital, and hence the increaso under Medical in 
that year. There were smaller receipts in 1906-07 from paying pationts in 
Lunatic Asylums. The increase under Scientific and other Minor Departments 
was due to larger receipts of Emigration fees. Tho decrease under Superannua¬ 
tion was due to the reduction in the number of subscribers to the Indian Civil 
Service Family Pension Regulations, while the increase under Stationery «««?< 
Printing was due to larger sales of Gazettes, while that under Miscellaneous 
was chiefly under unclaimed deposits. 

The increase under Irrigation Major Works occurred chiefly in the Sone 
canals, due to large area of kharif irrigation and partly from tho Orissa project 
due to increased demand for canal water. The decrease under Minor Works 
and Navigation was due to a reduction in the toll rates in the Nadia Rivers 
during the flood season. The increase under Civil Works in charge. mJ the 
Public Works Department was partly under “ Rents of Buildings ” duo to the 
construction of more rentable buildings, and partly under Refunds and 
Miscellaneous. 

605. Tho increases under Assignments, Excise, Assessed Taxes and Forests, 
which are divided in fixed proportions between Provincial and Imperial, were 
duo to the increaso in the Provincial shares as explained in the section on 
Imperial Finance. The increase under Land Revenue was, partly under charges 
of District Administration, and partly under Survey and Settlement charges, 
while the decrease under Stamps was under stamp paper supplied from Central 
stores. The increase under Registration was due to partial effect of the 
reorganization schome, and to the entertainment of additional Sub-Rogistrars 
and temporary establishment in Calcutta, while that under Interest was due 
to larger outstanding mean balance of the Provincial Loans. There were 
some special charges in 1905-06 under General Administration, which were 
explained in the report for last year, and bonce the increase under that head 
in that year. The increase under Law and Justice—Courts of Law was due 
to larger payments of fees to pleaders in criminal cases and for the payment 
of graiu-componsatiou allowance, while that under Jails was chiefly in dietary 
charges owing to the increase in population and to the high prices of food- 
grains. The increase under Police was partly fbr the payment of grain 
allowance, but chiefly for the reorganization of the Department and increased 
expenditure on petty construction and repairs. The decrease under Marine was 
chiefly under Marine stores and coal foV building and repairs, and partly under 
salaries and allowances of officers. The increase under Education wos distributed 
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under the several heads, due to officers on special duty, reorganization of the 
Educational service and payment of grain compeasation aHowance and large 
payments of grants-in-aid'to local colleges and schools, primary schools and 
towards educational buildings. The increase under Medical was due to larger 
grants to hospitals, and dispensaries, and to the appointment of a whole-time 
Superintendent in the Berhampur Lunatic Asylum and to the payment of 
grain allowance, while that under PclHieal was duo to the appointment of the 
Pblitical Agent of the Orissa B'endatory Estates and his establishment. The- 
increase under Superannmtion was due to the continued growth of expenditure 
in superannuation and retired allowances, while that under Stationery and 
Printing was partly for larger expenditure in Government Presses, and partly 
under Stationery supplied from Centra! stores. The failure of 'crops following 
thp inundation in Bihar necessitated the starting of relief operations in Bihar, 
and a charge of about seven lakhs was debited under the head Famine Belief. 
The increase under Irrigation Major Works—Working Expenses was due chiefly 
to larger expenditure from the upkeep of tlie canals in connection with the 
Sone project, while the decrease under Minor Works and Navigation was due 
to the expenditure on Magra H&t Drainage project having been debited to the 
looal^ accounts. The increase under Civil Works m charge of the Public Works 
Department was partly under original works, viz., purchase of premises No. 4 
Theatre Road as a residence for the Commissioner, Presidency Division, and 
for the acquisition of land required for the extension of the court compound 
and site of a circuit-house atBhagalpur,'’and partly under repairs. The increase 
under Contributions was due to the grant to the District Board of the 34- 
Parganas for Magra Hat Drainage sch^eme. 
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Local Finance. 


[lleport on Local Funds in^Bengal for the year 1906-07.J 

006. The following table shows the income, expenditure and opening and Balances, 
closing balances of the Incorporated Local Funds for the year 1906-07 :— 


Nave of Fund. 

Opening 

Balaiif;e. 

Becoxpts. 1 

\ 

Total. 

Payments. 

Closing 

Balance. 

1. Diitrict Fundi 

Bs. 

Ki. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Ba. 

33,33,160 

72.08,882 

1,06.42,042 

76,43.688 

29,98,854 

2. •« Bead Funds ^ • 

1.67,077 

2,16,666 

3,73,642 

2,07.859 

1,66,283 

3. Inland Labour Transport Fund 


8,649 

8.649 

8,549 

4. Steam Boiler Inspeotion Fund ... 

84.621 

66,973 

1.40,494 

68,872 

71.622 

6. Village Chaukidari Funds 

91,976 

4.06,966 

4.98,940 

4,09,314 

89,626 

6. Boad Patrol Fundi ... 

19,680 

34,448 

64,128 

83,978 

20,160 

7. District Chaukidari Beward 
Fundi... 

60,962 

38,716 

99,668 

29,736 

69,932 

Total 

37,47.366 



88.0J,496 

84,16.967 


607. The grants made by Government to the District Funds and District Orauts and 
Road Funds during the year were Rs. 30,62,913 and Ks, 1,10,819, respectively, changes. 

A sum of Rs. 9,10,674 being approximately equivalent to one-fourth of the rev¬ 
enues derived from Public Works Coes was granted as contribution to augment 
the revenues of District Funds, to enable them to extend their operations. Tbe 
total expenditure in Bengal on account of the Inland Labour Transport 
Fond amounted to Ks. 31,>517, of which Rs. 12,968, being the excess of 

g aymenje over receipts, was debited to Assam. The post of the Travelling 
uperintendent of Emigration, Central Provinces and Bengal, was abolished, 
and nothing was debited to the Central Provinces. 

The Districc Post Fund was aboliBhed from the beginning of the year and 
its balance was transferred to Imperial. Tbe Patwari Fund also w^ abolished, 
its deficit balance was adjusted by*a contribution from Provincial revenues. 

The Village ChaukidAzi and Road Patrol Funds exist only in Chota Nagpur. 
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The transactions of the Excluded Local Funds wer e as follova 


11306.1907. 


Name of Fttni). 


Police Funds— 

.Railway Police Clothing 
r Foundling Asylum 
Fire-brigade 

Total 

A 

Marine Funds— 

Hospital Port Dues^ (Calcutta) ... 

Orissa Ports 

Total 

Education Funds— 

Hindu College , 

J)urga Charan Lahn. s hcliolarship 
Jagiara 

Total 

Medical and Charitable Funds— 
Imambara Hospital 
pilgrims’ liodging-house 
Chuni Liil Seal's Endowment 
Ram Lall Mukerjec’s Endowment 
Anuochuttra 
Bengal Famine Orphan 
Joy (iobinda Lalia’s Fund 
Dispensary Funds— 

Sambalpur ••• 

Bargarh 
Jharsagra ... 

Total 

Public Works Funds— 

Darieeling Improvement 
Ehondmal Road .«• 

Total 

Town and Bazar liinds 
hulhan Market Fund ... 

Total 

Miscellaneous Funds— 

Muhammadan Burial Jioard 
Zoological Gardens ... 

Christian Burial Board 

Mohsiu Endowment ... 

Total 

Cantonment Funds— 

Cuttack Cantonment 
Alipur ** 

T)um-Dum »« 

Barrackpore 
Jallapnhar m 

Dornnda n 

Dinaporo ,» 

LtbontS »» 

Total 

Cantonment Hospital Fund- 
Bsrrackpore 
Doin-Dum... 

Dinapur ... 

Jallapahar ... 

Total 
CIeanm ToTAt 


Opening 

Balance. 

Receipts. 

XoTAt. 

Payments. 

Closing 

Balance. 

Rs. 

4,835 

9 

17,835 

R«. 

6,477 

3.418 

1,00,437 

Ri. 

10,312 

3,427 

1,17,772 

Rs. 

3,030 

3,417 

97.736 

Ks. 

7,282 

10 

20,036 

22,179 

1,09,832 

1,31,611 

1,04,188 

27,328 

3,71,362 

7,471 

• 

96,661 

16,167 

2,67.918 

22,638 

2.56,284 

14,300 

13,629 

8,338 

1,78,823 

1,11,728 

2,90.661 

2,69.684 

20,969 

677 

' 34 

4.762 
2,666 , 
200 

6,.329 
2,656 
234 

4,702 

2,666 

206 

627 

29 

611 

7,608 

8,219 

7.663 

656 

6,029 

29,1(»6 

2,295 

7,356 

4,377 

■1.549 

3,990 

1,619 
83,669 
4,246 
^ 3,936 

13,126 
1,044 
4,466 

7,648 

1,12,666 

6,641 

9,292 

17,503 

2,693 

8,456 

7,178 

44.434 

6,372 

6,816 

11,213 

202 

3.990 

470 

68,231 

169 

2,476 

6.29(» 

2.391 

4,466 

636 

408 

7,357 

9(i0 

206 

7,993 

1,368 

206 

7.812 

956 

197 

181 

413 

65,746 

1.18,619 

1.74,266 

89,169 

85,096 

3.3.S0 

46,480 

6,301 

76,610 

9.631 

1,23.09(1 

9,462 

78,238 

169 

44,852 

49,810 

82,911 

1,32,721 

87,700 

46,021 

618 

2,614 

3.132 

1,246 

1.886 

.. 518 

^ 2,614 

3,132 

1,246 

1,886 

1,441 

24.135 

9.624 

18,566 

1,989 

69,812 

17,160 

1,11,401 

3,430 
83 947 
26,784 
l,29,9j67 

1,868 

60.109 

16,777 

l,OtJ,451 

1,562 

23,838 

11,007 

29.516 

63,766 

1,90.362 

2.44,128 

178,206 

66.923 

, . 12,481 

293 
4,146 
30.728 
.395 
1,946 
464 

10,818 

2,717 

17,772 

42,446 

6,147 

3,169 

29,149 

6,138 

23.299 

3,010 

21,918 

63.174 

6,642 

6,104 

29,603 

6,744 

9,222 

2,727 

19,174 

40,081 

6.23) 

2.266 

28,100 

6,660 

14,077 

283 

2,744 

13.093 

311 

2.848 

1,503 

94 

82,048 

1,17,346 

1,49,394 

1,14,441 

34,953 

::: .» 

36 

632 

3,636 

2,762 

8.967 

3,298 

3.636 

2,770 

4.003 

3,930 

8,599 

2,755 

4,003 

3,634 

37 

6 

296 

676 

13,663 

14,339 

“j 14,001 

1 338 

8,94,177 

7,64,083 

11,48,260 

—i.— 

“j 8,66,092 

1 *2,82,168 


iSrt TrUrtD.totSre.. Tb. DeoghurL<Hlgi.g-ho«~Fund obW 
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a' loaa of Ba. 8,000 for tha eonatraction of a julgriai'shaid. The expenditure 
froai the Bam Lai Mnkerjjee’a Fond repreaenta the ohargea incurred for the 
aUeviatioii of diatreae owing to flooda in Ihe Jlihar and the Preaidency 
Dinaiona. Rupeea 3,500 waa added to the inveated capital of the Joy G-obinda 
Laha’a Fand. A new Biapenaary Fund at Jharaagra, in the diatrict of 
Sambalpur, was opened in June 1906. The receipts of the Khondmal Road 
fWd inclnde grants of Ra. 3,338, being equivalent to the plough tax collec- 
• tiona for 1906-06, and of Re. 1,400 for the construction of the Phalbari 
dircular Road. 'I’he fund waw relieved of the postal oontnbution of Rs. 684 
during the year for the maintenance of the Harbhanga-Biaaipara Line. 

The Muhammadan Burial Board Fund received a grant of Ra. 1,989 from 
Provincial Revenues. The transitions on account of Muhammadan education 
appertaining to the transferred districts of Eastern Bengal are now recorded 
under the separate Mohsin Fund account kept in the new Proviuce, a lump 
grant of Rs. 30,000 from the Bengal Fund being made to it for the purpose. 
The cantonment at Cuttack having been abandoned, the fund at the place 
has been abolished and its balance transferred to Provincial Revenues. The 
following grants were received by Cantonment Fund from the Military 
DepartmentFor conservancy—Dinapore Rs. 55 and Jalapabar Rs. 5,810; 
for hospitals and dispensaries—Dinapore Rs. 3,560, and for special incinerator, 
Lebong, Rs. 3,619. An additional Cantonment Hospital Fund was created 
at Bairackpore. 
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Boad and Public Works Cess. 


[Report on the operaiioni of the Road and Public Works Cess Departments for 1906-07.] 

609. These cesses were levied as usual at the maximum rate of one anna Bate at which 
in the rupee on the assessed value in the 80 districts to which the Act applied, levied. 

It is not in force in Angul, the Khond Mahals or Sambalpur. 

610. The total valuation for purposes of cess-assessment was Demand. 

Rs. 13,67,31,363. TJie current land-revenue demand for the same 30 districts 

was Ra. 3,83,70,063 and the current demand for cessos was Rs. 70,11,936. 

611. The total demand (current aud arrear) was Ks. 83,83,703 and the Bealizations. 
total collections Rs. 69,56,766, leaving a total outstanding balance of 

Rs. 13,48,585. The remissions amounted to Us. 1,13,743, and were chiefly due 
to revaluations under, section 13, CefSs Act; revision of tiie annual assessments 
on ooal-mines; reduction of demands in objections on appeal; erroneous or 
double assessment, aud diluvion. 

613. Tbe number of certificates filed for the realization of cess arrears was Certificate 
78,609, against 85,919 in the previous year. The total number of cases Procedure 
disposed of was 1,681 in excess of the total number <>f new cases instituted, cases. 

613. In 6,096* cases objections were filed and 5.998 were disposed of. Objections. 
The corresponding figures for last year were 6,053 and 5,890. In 175 cases 

the amount claimed was reduced, and in 770 cases the certificates wire cancelled 
for various causes. 

614. In 19,306 cases the arrears were paid up on the issue of notices. In Stages of 
34,169, on the issue of notices for sale of the moveable properties of tlie satisfaction, 
defaulters and in 15,183 on the issue of notices for sale of their immoveable 
properties. 

615. Revaluations on a more or less extensive scale were in progress in 17 Valuations, 
districts. In Birbhum the district revaluation was completed, the result being 

an increase ef Rs. 8,090 over the former demand. In Bankura and Palamau 
the general revaluations are now approaching oomplet'ou. 

616. It has been found inconvenient that there is no provision empowering General, 
tbe Collector to reject or revise incorrect returns filed by proprietors of estates 
nuder Part II except when action was taken under section 33 after a convicti'>n 
under section 94; also that there is no provision enabling a cesa-revaluatiou to 

be oo-ordinated with the preparation of a record-of-rights. A draft Bill 
embodying these and other c^ges in tbe present law is under consideration. 


Monfoipfil E^venue; 

iSfee Chapter III—-“Manidpal Administration.” 
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CHAPTER VI-VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICE. 


Vital StatiBtioa. 

[Report of Sonitary Commiteioner, Bengal, for ilie year 1906. Statbtics of Britiih Indie, Part V— 

* Pablio Health.] 

617. The riunfall daring the monsoon period was scanty and irregular 
throughout the greater part of the Province. In Bihar, however, and more 
particularly in the district of Darbhanga, there ware heavy floods which des¬ 
troyed a great part d the hhadoi crops. In the cold-imason months of January 
and February the rainfall in most districts was considerably in excess of tlm 
normal. The exceptional climatic conditions of the year arc reflected in the 
record of vital statistics. 

618. Fewer births were recorded than last year, the ratio per mille (mrolud- 
ing the districts of Angul and Sambalpnr) being 37*22, as compared with 3&’59, 
the average for the five preceding years. The reduced birth-rate was due to 
the general unbcaltbiness of the year 1905, and to tiie prolonged continuance 
of high prices of food-grains which, by'lowering the vitality of the people, 
acted as a check to the growth of population. The total number of deaths 
registered was 1,823,243, or 36*08 per mille against 34*15, the quinquonuial 
average. Excluding Sambalpur, for wbitdi the figures for 1905 are not given, 
the total mortality was 1,807,930 against 1,922,369 in 1905, and 1,703,970, the 
average of the preceding five years. The highest mortality was returned from 
Parnea, where there wore severe outbreaks of fever and cholera; the lowest 
mortality was as usual reported from Chota Nagpur. lu accordance with the 
recommendation of the Sanitary Commissioner with the Qovernment of India, 
the accuracy of the vital statistics are at present being tested in certain parts 
of the Burdwan district. The results so far obtained show that little or no reli¬ 
ance can in most oases be placed on the reports sabmitted as to the oanse of 
death, but the enquiries are not yet sufficiently advanced to justify any definfte 
opinion being pronounced. 

619. The total infant mortality in Ithe Province, though still lamentably 
high, was slightly lower than that of the previous year. The highest percentage 
of deaths among infants w&s as usual recorded in Calcutta. Leaflets in the 
vernacular containing simple instructions regarding the feeding and rearing of 
infants, qnd prescribing the diet of Indian mothers after child-birth, were again 
distributed to the general public through the subordinate vaccination inspecting 
staff. But it will probably be many years before any direct result can be 
attributed to this measure. 

6*20. The extensive prevalence of cholera during the year contributed in 
a marked degree towards tho general mortality. The number of deaths 
registered from cholera was 192,596, including 61 in Sambalpnr, against 
146,339 daring the preceding year, and 116,490, the average of toe five years 
1901-1905, the respective ratios being 3*81, 2*93 and 2*33 per mille. The 
mortality from cholera was the highest ever recorded, and was undonbtedl5’ 
due to the unhealthy climatic conditions prevailing during the year. The 
districts most heavily attacked were Parnea, Bh^alpur, Champaran and 
Khulna. Ranchi, as usual, was practically unvisited by tke disease, and 
doubtless owned its immunity to toe fact that the population is scattered over 
a large area, and to the good natural drainage existing in most parts of this 
district. 

621. Tho deaths from fever represented 65*29 per cent, of the total 
deaths recorded in the Province f rom^ all causes. Bu^ as the investigations. 
as to the accuracy of the vital statistics tend to show, a large number of 
the deaths reported, as due to fever are not really Iom attributed to,that 
cause. The total number of deaths recorded, including the district of 
SamhalpuT, was l,132Ji79, ' lepresentiiig a ratio of 22*41 per mille. The 
districts which snfiered; most were Pumea, Nadia, Darjeeling, Birbhum, and 
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Bhegalpart whieH moorded a mortality of 85*87, 80*68, 30*48, 80*80 and 08:92 
per tnille, reipeetively. Jeaeore suffered leas from ferer during the year under enancuB. 
report, the recorded mortality being 27*88, against 83*02 per mille in the 
previous year; while Calcutta and Puri returned the smallest death-rates from 
this ceuiae, viz., 4*58 and 7 27 per mille, respectively. Anti-malarial operations 
were carried out at Banaghat, Bethampore, Jagadispore and Moheabpur, but it 
cannot be said that much advantage baa resulted from them. The operatidbs 
. at Berfaampore and Mohespur have been abandoned on the recommendation of 
the Sanitary Commissioner, while those at Banaghat and Jagadispur will 
be continued for a further period. Steps are being taken to •oolleot accurate 
statistics as to the prevalence of fever in places where drainage works are 
either in progress or about to be undertaken, showing the deaw-rate from 
t^s cause both before and after the execution of tbe drainage works; the 
results will demonstrate whether a^ marked improvemeut in the death-rate 
from malaria is produced by them. The Committee appointed by Government 
to enquire into toe causes of pialaria in tbe districts of the Presidency Division 
and to ascertain how far it is due to obstructed drainage and whether tbe evil 
can be remedied completed their enquiries in March last; their report has been 
deal| with since the close of the year under report. The Committee came to 
the conclusion that not more than one-third of the deaths put down under the 
head “Fever” are correctly attributable to malarial fever. The lines along 
which future investigations should be conduoted have been laid down, and it is 
hoped that some substantial improvemhnt will be effected. Even if the diag¬ 
nosis of the cause of death be not scientifically accurate, the fact remains that 
over a million and a quarter persons died, last year from what may be fairly 
described as preventible causes. 

622. The number of deaths recorded was 47,069, against 43,260 in the Dysentery and 
mevious year, the corresponding ratios being *94 and *90 per mille, respectively. Diarrhoa. 

The largest number of deaths occurred in January and the smallest in June. 

Orissa returned the very high death-rate of 3*20 per mille from these causes. 

A special enquiry ia(o the cause of the high mortality returned from this 
Division, which waS made during the year, imowed that it was to some extent 
due to the bad water-supply, but mainly to the insanitary habits of the people. 

It is, however, not improbable that the nigh figures returned from these districts 
are, to some extent, due to incorrectness in reporting. 

623. The total number of deatlu reported from these causes, excluding Respiratory 
Sambalpur, was 42,170, or *24 per mille, as compared with 11,189 or *22 in diseases. 

1905 and 8,326 or *16 pet miile in 1904. In Sambalpur the mortality was 655, 

or 1*02 per mfille. The mortality was, as is natural, neavier in towns than in 
rural areas, the largest number of deaths, 4,384, being registered in Calcutta, 
where the persistent increase of the death-rate from this cause • is most 
noticeable. The returns from the districts cannot, however, be strictly relied 
upon, as the reporting agency is not sufficiently intelligent to be able to 
discriminate witn any degree of accuracy between oases of respiratory disease 
and of fever. 

624. There has been an increase in the expenditure on Conservancy, pfuiicipal 
Treabuent of the sick and Markets and Slaughter-houses; and a small decrease Sanitary 
under the headings “ Drainage and Water-supply”. There is a general improve- expenditure- 
meat all round in conservancy arrangements. It must be observed that the 
statistics at present available, showing the relative health of certain towns before 

and after the execution of large sanitary schemes, such as drainage and water- 
supply, are for from encouraging. Stms are being taken to collect figures as 
aconmiely as possible in various MunicipalitieB and rural areas where drainage 
solMMmes axe in progress or are contemplated. 

625. The chief subjects dealt with daring the year were :— The Sanitary 

Board. 

(i) Buies for the better preparation of drainage and water-supply 

Iffojeots. 

(ii) Employment *of a permanent staff of competent men-to prepare and 

assist in the preparation of sanitary schemes. 

* >(iii) Preparation of a drainage scjieme for Berhampore Hutdoipality. 

<(iv) Pmrification (ff the Darjeeling water-supply by the ozone process. 

i2 
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. Several preliminary and detailed estimateB for drainage and water-supply 
Bchemes were prepared. The wator-worke at Arrah, Berhampore, Bhagalpurj 
Burdwaa, Darjeeliag and Howrah were inaiwcted. 


Plague. 


General. 


Flagne in 
Calcutta. 


Plagpie 

Obsenration 

Camps. 

Port 

Precautions. 


G26. The total deaths reported as due to plague are 59,619, against last 
year's record figure, 120,084. As usual, the Patna Division suffered most. 

Tho period of greitest prevalence was from January to .April, the 
climax b('ing reached in the month of March when 19,855 deaths were reported. 
Only nine ^stricts, including Sambalpur, were entirely free from the disease, 
while in Purnea there .was only one death. Only 1,777 inocnlutions were 
performed against 1,544 in tim preceding year, and only one case of death from 
plague among those inoculated was reported. As no less than 1,146 of the 
total number of inoculations wore among the prisoners in the Gaya Jail, it is 
obvious that inoculation is even now regarded, with marked disfavour by 
the people of this Province. The village of Jagadispur, in Shahabad, where 
the work of rat extermination was carried on in a thorough and systematic 
manner, enjoyed complete immunity from the disease, although it prevailed 
with consideiuble severity in the immeiiate neighbourhood. This experiment 
has proved a distinct success, and has afforded an excellent object-lesson 
of the advantages of a systematic campaign against rats. 

627. In Calcutta the annual attack of plague was not of a very serious 
character. Tho attempt to exterminate rats, which was begun in Calcutta long 
before any other places took it uj), was continued. With a reward of two 
annas for each live rat brought in, over one lakh were produced and destroyed. 
About 45,000 dead rats were collected from the streets by the Conservancy 
Department. Unfortunately no adequate powers to supervise grain godowns, 
where rats do most congregate, or to enforce that they are maintained rat-proof 
and free from rats, are enjoyed by tho Corjmration. An attempt to popularize 
inoculation among the Corporation employes was a failjurc, in spite of the 
reward of eight annas hold out to those who were prepared to submit to tho 
o[)ci'ation. Rat poison is supplioi free yf charge by tho Corporation Health 
Department on application. 

628. An examination of railway passengers is now only made in this 
province at Siliguri. Over 68,000 trayollors were examined and only one 
person was d< tained. 

629. No case of plague was detected amongst the crew or passongors of any 

outward-bound or inward-bound vessel. Two cases of plague occurred on a 
ahip in the docks, and it and its crew and their clothing were thorouglJy 
dibinfeered. . 


Emigration. 

COLONIAL KMIORATION. 


[..\nnubl Report on Rmigration from tho Port of Calcutta to British, and Foreign Coloniet for the year 
1S06. StatiatlcB of British India, Part V—Administtatire and Gcnoml.j 


Administrative 

measures. 


Depots and 
despatch of 
• labour. 


660. No important administrative measures weio adopted by this Gov- 
ernment during the year under review. An addition was made to Buies 6 and 
7 of the Buies framed under Act XXl of 18882 empowering Subdiviaional 
Magistrates to grant certificates of character and identity to lecruiters, and 
Buie 183 was amended in order to provide that unmarried women should be 
so located as to separate them from the quarters of the single men and the 
crew on board emigrant vessels. The Government of Fiji passed two 
ordinances amending the law relating to Indian immigrants. The most 
important of these lays down that in future the right of an immigrant to a 
free return passage to India shall be forfeited, unless it is exercised within two* 
years from the date when it accrues. Several minor alterations were also made 
in the laws relating to Indian immigrants in Natal and MauritiaB. 

681. .Seven emigration agencies were at work during the year, six xeprth 
sonting the British Gmonies and one the Dutch Colony of Surinam. There 
was a general increase in tho demand and supply of labour for tho ColonieS} 
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1205* tu 23,33o emigrants, of 8,0i0 mom than in the previous year^ were 
register^ in 1906. This increase is attributed to the continuance of scarcity 
and the consequent rise in the pxices of food-grains in the recruiting districts. 

As in previons years, recruitment was most vigorous in the United Provinces of 
Agra and Oudn, from which 74'd9 per oent« of the emigrants came: the 
d^ricts of Fyzabad, Basti and Cawnpore furnished the largest numbers.' 

$32. Of the 33,576 emigrants admitted into the sub-depdts. 2,862 were Health and 
rejected by the medical officers in thd recruiting districts as unfit to emigrate. 

Twenty thousand two hundred and thirty-three emigrants arpved at Calcutta 1 
and were accommodated in the depdts at Garden Beach. Tlus number was 
reduced by rejections, releases and other causes to 14,827, of whom only 
14,035 were sent to the Colonies during the year, the remainder (792) being 
left for subsequent despatch. The figures show an increase over those for 1904 
and 1905, when 7,451 and 12,651 persons respectively were admitted into the 
depdts and 7,135 and 9,332 embarked for the Colonies, The largest number 
(3,866) of emigrants was received by Natal and the smallest (619) by 
Mauritius. 


Though the sanitary arrangements of the depdts were satisfactory, 
the amount of sickness and mortality was higher than in 1905; and this is 
ascribed to the general unhealthness of the year. 

633. During the year under review 5,718 immigrants returned from theBetumed 
Colonies with savings amounting to Rs. 9,13,277-0-6, the average for each Immigrwts 
immigrant being Bs. 159-8-8 as compared with Ea, 171-13-4 a head in the ®®''ring8- 
precoding years. On the other hand, as many as 2,413 emigrants, or 18*73 

per cent, of the total number of returned emigrants, came back with no savings 
at all. As in previous years, the immigrants in Natal sent the largest remit¬ 
tances by money-orders, the total amount so sent being over 14 lakhs. 

634. The accounts of the Emigration Fund show that the year closed Emigratiou 
with a balance of 14,688-11-3. This surplus is chiefiy due to the increase Fund. 

of receipts on account of the larger number of emigrants embarked during 
the year. 


State-aided Emigration to Burma. 

635. At the instance of the Government of Burma, it has been decided to State-aided 
discontinue from April 1907 the grant hitherto given in aid of emigration to Emigration. 
Burma since 1890. At first the grant was made from Imperial funds. In 
1893 it was made a charge on Provincial Revenues. In 1901 the Government 
of Burma agreed to pey a share of the cost. Practically all the emigration 
was from Snahabad district, where Messrs. Thomson and Milne of Behea and 
Babu Harihor Prasad Singh of Dumraon stimulated it, to aid in the develop¬ 
ment of their grants of waste land in Buima. In its inception the scheme 
was designed to teach the Bihari raiyat that emigration was a good thing. 

The Bunna Government has now decided that there is no further need to encour¬ 
age Bihari immigration, and the promotors of the scheme in Shahabad have 
expressed their opinion that there is a tendency towards a scarcity of labour 
in that locality. ^ In this, the last year of the operation of the scheme, 235 
adults and $0 children were given assisted passages to Burma. Former settlers 
are reported to he prosperous. 


Inland Emigration* 

[Beportf on Inland Emigration ondar Act Y1 of ISOl for tlio yoar ending the SOth Jane 1907. 
anbmittfd by the Superintendent of Emigration, Calcutta, the Bonthal Pargamii. Hanahbagh. 

Pnlaxttaui Manbham* Siogbbhuin end Sambalpur.] 

638. No admiiuHtfatire Qbangea of special importenoe took place during Adnunistratio&. 
tbe year under review; lout sinoe the dose of the year so-cidled " free ” reemit- 
AQg under section 92 of Apt VI of 1901 has been prohibited throughout the 
I^vino6; and recruiiiiig by eceitraotors under Chapter III of the Act has been 
plosed as regards Ote Patna and Bbagalpur Dirinons. These ohanges am the 

i3 • 
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direct outcome of the report of the Assam Oornmittee of 10O€« Danog 

the year Pnrulia was nnolished sm a baiting place for emigrants frmu the- 
Ranchi district. The stamp duty on labour contracts was also reduced Irpm d 
annas to 1 anna. 

637. The number of emigrants of all olasses recruited from Bengal* 
Madras and the Oentral ProvinoeSi who embarked at Ooalundo for the lalmbr 
diltricts during the year under review, was 24,503, against 8%949 in thw 
previous year. The falling ofi is attributed to the greater prosp^ty of the 
year os well as to the oonstautiy increasing demand lor tiie lalwur in other 
directions than the tea-gardens. The totkl number of emigrants roistered in 
Bengd under Chapterslll and IV ol the Act was 2,317 and 3,817 ref^ctively* 
compared with 3,743 and 6,380 in 1905-06, while 1,324 emigrants agaiust 1,198 
were recruited by specially employed sardars. The number of emigrmrts 
reported to have been recruited under the free ” system rose to 13,297 
compared with 13,099 in the previous year. Thus While recrnitment bv 
gar^n-sardars fell ofi by 39 per cent, mid that by licensed contractors by 37 
per cent., there was an actual increase in the number of emigrants recruited by 
unlicensed free agencies. It- is notorious that the greater number of these 
emigrants, though nominally recruited in the districts of Burdwan and Midna* 
pur, in fact come from distiricts in which free recruiting is prohibited; and the 
fact that the free system is fertile of abuses is generally recognized. The 
success which this system was attaining at the expense of the agencies licensed 
and regulated under the Act shows that ifa abolition was justified and has been 
ordered none too soon. 

The system of recruitment by specially employed sardars WM not 
largely resorted to; and no opinion can be expired' as to its working. 

638. Grave abuses are reported to have arisen in the Ranchi and Sambal- 

pur districts owing to the fact that Act VI of 1901 does not apply to the 
Native States. Emigrants from those states can therefore be despatched to the 
labour districts without rogistration, and there is every reason to believe that 
many emigrants from British India aro illegally despatebad to Assam as having 
been recruited in the Native States. This question is receiving the attention 
of Government. _ _ ^ 

639. There was no improveinent in the financial position of the Inland 
Labour Transport Fund during the year under review, the receipts being 
lls. 8,277 and the expenditure Rs. 20,^02. There was a considerable falling 
ofi in receipts owing to the diminution in the numbra of emigrants registered. 

640. Tho number of criminal cases in connection with emigration during 
the year was 149 as compared with 181 in 1906, the number of persons 
convicted being 60 as against 131. It is hoped that these figures point to a 
real deerease in illegalities connected with recruitmaut. There is reason to 
fear, however, that abuses are still common. The Deputj^ Commissioner of 
Ranchi, in particular, reports that illegal recruitment by unlicensed persons 
shows no sign of declining. Ho suggests, however, that the statistics are 
affected by the fact that the special measures taken to detect offenders have 
caused most of the cases of malpractice to be brought to light, and that few, if 
any, of su^ cases now go undetected. Possibly the introduction of the reforms 
consequent on the rcoommendations of the Labour Committee will result in a 
marked improvement. If so, illegal and irregular practices will rapidly become 
less frequent and in time practically disappear. 


Medical Institutions. 

OAieDTTi. MBBIOAL IKSTlTlJTIOlfrS. 

[Notef on the Asnnel retune of tie Chstiisbte Biipeiiisariee under the Oevemment of sad the 

O^eatts, Uedicel iMtitutioM |or 1806 . Statifties of Britiih ladia, Bert T—Bublio Health.] . 

641. Durmg the yeir under revlewthere wae no t^utage in the number of 
public instHtitions, which, was 17. The number of patients treated was 28,1;86* 
indoor and 271)^078 outdttor, agdinst 27,836 aad26S,V9% remectiv^y, in 1905. 
l^e publiQ' bemth of OllouttB and Howrah was .better in 1905, the 
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lading, rcispectiT^, 85*7 and 85r09|ier mille, against 87-9 and 
47*118 ju rate pieviona jear. Iiae inoreasa in: tbe nnmbets tmted m Oaloutfa aimVTPa. 
hbapitala in 1906 ia therefore, aignifioant, and is atrong endenoS ol thehr 
sowing po^aiitj. The increase in the nniaber of noti8e<patieni» would 
hate been still greater had not the accommodation at the Campbell Hospital 
been onrtsiled owing to the re*ooni^action o£ tiie main building and to the ro' 
orrangmnent of beds which caused a demeaae of 1,048 patients. It may be noted 
^here mat the outdoor attendance at tbu hospital increased by 1,356,'and a 
aatisfactory featnre is that most of this excess occurred among fediales. At 
tite Police. Hospitals there was an addition of 456 in*.patieot8, there having been 
a larger number of sufferers from malarial fevers amongst the Suburban Police. 

The Hedical College Hospital also bad an excess of 4S7 patients, as the wards 
which were under repur in 1905 were fully available in 1906. 

* As regards outdoor patients, the Shama Charan Law Eye Hospital 
had an excess of 1,950; the Medical College Hospital proper 1,472, although the 
outdoor department was closed on Sundays; the Dufferin Victoria Hospital 
695 and the Chitpur and Sukea’s Street Dispensaries bad botween them an 
accession of 710. At the Mayo, Chandn^ and Ripon Street Dispensaries there 
was altogether a falling off of 3,058. These backward results are partially 
attributed to ebanges in the medical staff; but the explanation is not 
convincing. 

At the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital, which has been rapidly 
growing in popularity, there was overcrowding in the year under review. 

Steps aro being taken to extend the hospital for which a site has been acquired. 

The arrangement of beds in three rows in the different wards at the 
Campbell Hospital was faulty, and made it difficult to keep tho wards clean and 
free from bad odour. A re-arrangement has now been made which had the 
effect of reducing the number of available beds, but of greatly improving the 
comfort, cleanliness and sanitary condition of the wards. 

642. Of diseases of the zymotic group, small-pux prevailed in the Small-pox 
epidemic form in Calcutta, and oans^ 2,905 deaths against 272 in 1905. The Epidemic, 
numbers treated in hospitals, including the Bechoo LaU Cbaritable Dispensary, 

also rose from 119 in 1905 to 851 in 1906. Plague was less frequent in the Plague- 
year under review, there having been 2,600 deaths against 7,372 in 1905. 

Admissions to hospitals also showed a corresponding decline. There were 851 
patients treated for cholera against. 679 in 1905, the increase being in agree¬ 
ment with the mortuary statUtios foil1906. 

643. For tnbmrcnlar diefeases 2,485 patients were treated against 2,290 in Tuberculosis. 
1905. It is impossible to estimate even approximately the prevalence of this 

disease in Calcutta; there is reason to believe that it prevails to a greater 
extent than is generally supposed. 

644. The total* inconie of all the institutions, excluding tiie Police Income and 
Hospital and the Dockyard Dispensary, increased by Rs. 2,68,456, the figures Expenditure, 
beii^ Rs. 14,4f),ld8 against Rs. 11,79,702 in 1905. The amount contributed 

by (iovemment was Rs. 9,34,743, or 68*04 per cent., against Bs. 8,42,294, or 
73*97 per cent, in the previous yem;. A special donation of Bs. 1,00,000 
was received through His Boyal Highness the Prinoe of Wales, viz., Hs. 90,000 
to the Medical College Hospital, and Bs. 10,000 to tho Dufferin. Victoria 
Hospital. In the fotmar, various improvements have been effected, with this 
sum. These will be detailed in the next report of this Department. In the 
U^ter, the amount has been credited to the Bnilding Fund. Unfortanately no 
inecease has been noted in general private liberality towards the sitic poor, 
notwithstanding many efforts luive been made to move the Calcutta native 

public in this direction. 

Tho total expenditure, excluding the amount invested, was Bs. 13,72,119 
against Rs. 10,99,831. This increase is mainly due to larger expenditure 
on buildings, viz., Bs. 5,89,287, against Bs. 3,88,522 in 1905. 


DISPBSSmES. 

. 645. The number of dispensariw at work on Ist Januaiy 1906 was 560; Knmbsr of 
27 were opened during the year, wlrile nine were closed, the net xesuli bring dispenMriw. 

i4 
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an addition of 18 dispensaries at the end of the year. The nine dti^ensaries 
(sit Railway and three private non-aided) closed were not under Oove>^oment 
BupervisioD. * 

648. The totid number of indoor patients in<sreased fr^ 57,361 in 
190a to 61,617 in 1906. Nearly the whole of this increase oocut-red in the old 
dispensaries and was fairly general, having been ^ared by 23 distriets. 
Alwough the health of the general population was, on ^e wholoi better than 
in 1903, the advance in the amount of hospital relief is satisfactory, and forcibly 
testifies to the growing popularity of the dispensaries. In this respect the 
individuality of jnedical officers plajs an^ important part. 

Among in-patients treated xn dispensaries the mortality was 10’02, 
against 10*81 por'oent. in 1905. 

647. The outdoor medical relief work of the dbpensaries also expands^ 
largely during the year, the numbers treated having been 3,874,079 against 
3,672,114 in 1905.^ A portion of this increase, 69,266, represents the work of 
the new dispensaries. The result is mainly due to the operation of the general 
cause mentioned above, and is creditable to all conoemed. The inocease 
occurred in all divisions of the Province. Acoording to districts, 26 had a share 
in it, while in seven there was a falling off. 

Counting the total number of patients treated and the numters 
treated by Travelling Railway Hospital Assistants and in the temporary 
hospitals, as well as the numbers treated in the Calcutta Medical Institutions, 
medical relief reached 8*36 per cent, of the population, against 7*95 in 1905. 
The United Provinces of Agra and Oudh had a percentage of 9*55 in 1906. 

648. The total income was Rs. 12,17,765, against Rs. 11,09,065 in 1905. 

Government contributed Rs. 1,84,499, or 15*15 per cent., against Rs. 2,18,290 
and 19*67 per cent., respectively, iu 1005 in which year, besides special grants 
for equipment, larger contributions were gpreu for new buildings. For this 
latter purpose Government gave liberal support also in 1906, notable instances 
being the grant of Rs. 19,900 to the Balasore Central Hospital, Rs. 15,000 to 
the Motihari Dispensary, Rs. 14,000 to the Walsh Hospital, Serampore, and 
Rs. 5,000 to the Borhampore Hospital. In many cases ‘grants were given in 
1906 by Divisional Commissioners towards the improvement of dispensaries 
from funds at their disposal. < 

Municipal payments amounted to Rs. 1,99,444, against Rs. 1,89,696 
in 1905. District Boards contributed Rs. .2,92,231, or 23*99 per cent., against 
Rs. 1,95,694 and 17*64 per cent, in 1965. It .is very satisfactory to note 
the increasing interest and liberality shown by District Boards and many 
municipalities towards hospitals within recent years. With the aid of the 
District Officers, who evince interest in medical work, Civil Surgeons who are 
energetic are enable to effect great improvements, and many of the district 
head-quariera are now provided with substantial hospitals, of a modern type, 
and several of the other buildings are improved beyond recognition. 

649. The total expenditure was Rs. 8,98,847, against Rs. 8,69,075 in 1905, 
or, excluding investments, Rs. 8,90,387 and Rs. 8,29,085, the increase being 
chiefly due to construction of new buildings, to a rise in the price of food- 
grains, to purobase of new surgical instruments and appliances, and miscella¬ 
neous articles too numerous to detail as well as to the establishment of new 
dispensaries. The amount spent on European and bazar medicines was 
Rs. 1,67,424, against Rs. 1,58,043 iu 1905. The amount spent on febrifuges 
was Rs. 15,349, against 14,880 in 1805. Diet cost Rs. 71,623, against 
Rs. 59,948 in 1905. The number of patients trea^ was larger than in 1005. 
The total number of in-patients who paid for their own fora was 4,493, or 
12*33 per cent-., against 4,366, or 13*08 per cent, in 1905. 


Eden Sanitariam, Daijeelins- 

[Eepo^t^ the Ed^n Setiitoriam and Hoipitdi 1908.] 

650. The total number of admissions was 494^ of whom 344 yrtin 
patients and^hO relatives i|nd friends. The former shows an inraease of 89 uid 
the latter a iledaotion of 5:m compared with the previons year. Since 1^1 
there has been exi apparent tendency to decrease in die nmnW of adopsmons. 
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nom aecestHde by rail. The risei howeyer, doring the year tmaer levwvr does 
bot anpport tbu opinion. The rise and tall in admUaions is due partly to 
accidental oiromnstanOes, and in a measure to the repute of the Institutidn. 

There !• reason to beliere that in the past few years there were general ooto- 
plidnta in respect of dieting and ducomfort. The management of the Steward’s 
Croartment was far from satisfactory, and his sernces hayo been dispensed 

*651. Although the number of admissions increased by 34, reoeil[>ts show I^ds 
a falling ofi of Bs. 6,120. This was in all classes except the intermediate class. 

The decrease was most marked in the 2nd class in which the reduction 'was . 

Bs. 6,161*8, dne to the average period of stay of this class of patients being 
shorter than in 1905. The year’s working shows a deficit of Rs. 7,732*7*11, 
against Bs. 3,481*6*11 in 1905 and surplus of Bs. 1,097*7*7 in 1904. With 
a view to improve the financial condition, steps have been taken to increase 
the income of the institution Jw making certain additional charges for opera* 
tions and for occupants of the first, intermediate and 2nd class accommodations 
while they remain under treatment, also by increasing the charges for con* 
fineipent cases. It remains to be seen bow far this new system will avert the 
present financial crisis. The income from snbscriptions remains the same as 
in toe last few years, and there is no tendency to improvoment in this respect. 

A special grant was made by Government to cover current expenses in the 
early part of 1907. * 

652. As usual four free beds were maintained for the 
convalescent patients from the Medical College and General 
Calcutta; they were ocenpied throughout the season. The cost, 
them as third class, was Es._l,104. 

Two free cots were maintained throughout the season—one by the Theo* 

Beryl Fund and one by the Children’s Ministering League. 

In addition to these free beds Bs. 500 is allotted by the Committee for free 
beds to be expended %t the discretion of the Superintendent. One free bed 
was utilized by toe Superintendent during toe year at a cost of Rs. 106. 

The rule whereby Commercial Firms, Banks, etc., can obtain a reduction 
in toe rates charged for their European* Assistants if admitted to the Sanitarium 
was not taken advantage of. 

The donations and subscriptions amounted to Rs. 350 only, whereas 
Bs. 1,270 was expended on free beds. * 


benefit of Ytw Beds. 

Hospitals, 

reckoning 


Lunatic Asylums. 
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[Eeport on the Luaetie A-eylutti in Bengal for 190d. Statiitici of British India, Pert V**PabUo 

Health.] 

653. The most important change which took place in the administration Administrativ 
asylums in this Province was the appointment of a separate Medical Officer changes. 

as Superintendent the Berhamporo oombined Asylum, Major C. J. Hobortson* 

Milne, took charge of the institution on the 20th October^ 1906. He 
was at first employed on special duty in inspecting the existing asylums 
and the site and aes^ns already drawn np of the proposed Native Central 
Asylum at Banchi, with a view to the final preparation aSd adoption of 
suitabw plans for toe new buildings at that place, 'with the result that fresh 
plans have been prepared and will soon be submitted for the sanction of the 
Seaetary of State. 

654. The number of lunatics on 1st January 1906 was 843; 211 were Numbers. 
iiiirnitfay l during toe year (including 23 re^admissions), 133 were discharged, 

while death claimed 85, and 836 remained in the asylums at the end of the 
year, agaiuat 844 in 1905. The proportion per cent, of criminal lunatics to 
the totid popufation <m the 31st December of each year was 47*96 and 47*51 
respectively. . . , , v 

Altoough there was np increase^ in the total asylum p(^ulation, there 
was, some want of room at Bhowanipur. The male division at Patna was 
also* overcrowded during toe year nnder review. This necessitated the 
transfer of rix Ihnatics Irom the {pnuer and 25 from Patna to Berhampoze. 
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as^hboitoIl At Patoa one of the work-sheds is being oottrerted into:h ide«|£B^ 

BBBvioB. wbieh will add to the capacity of the asylum. 

^atn<ariftnn 655. Admissioiis were fewer by 7, beidg 188 i^ost 188 in 1805. 'Phe 

numbers sent to Bethampore from Calcutta and the 24.PaBgttDaii i^n i^ow 
a decrease, being 71 against 84 in 1905. The number re«admitte(i ehowed Biftle 
variation—23 against 24 in 1905. Most of them were, as‘ u^, mminel 
lunatics retumea to the asylums after trial. Five were reomved twdc from 
jails, having had a relapse, and in two other instances the^ lunatici were re-' 
admitted imortly alter their discharge because their relatives refused to take 
charge of them. The non-criminal lunatics were re-admitted iaftec long 
intervals. ' ^ ^ ' 

Discharges. 656. The number discharged from the Mylum was 133, against 188 m 1805. 

Tbaro was a large decrease at Berhampore, owing to the aecamulatiou«of 
chronic cases. The percentage of recoveries on total daily average strength 
was 10*76, against 9*91 in the previous year. The result at Bethampore was 
somewhat affected for the reason stated above. The number cured at Patna 
was 29 against 21 in 1905, which is satisfactoir. 

Sickness. 657. The total number of admissions to hospitals was 850, against 576 in 

1905. The major portion of the increase took place at Berhampore (including 
Cuttack), where the admissions went up from 362 in 1905 to 681 in 1906. 
This is attributed to the strict observance of the rule throughout the year of 
placing on the sick list all oases, however trivial their complaints. The health 
statistics of the local jail show tbat'the prisoners also suffered more in 

1906. In the asylum there wero 216 admissions from fevers with no deaths, 
against 94 and 8, respectively, in 1905. Phthisis gave 28 admissions against 
31 in 1905. Seventy patients wore treated for dysentery with 15 deaths 
against 57 and 14, respectively, in the previous year. Bowel-complaints 
and tuberculosis are the two disoases, beyond all others, to which insanes 
are everywhere liable. Both are filth diseases and spread by filthy habits. 
In this connection it may be noted that it sometimes happens that lunatics 
drink filthy water lodging in the depressions in the old flag pavements. 
The bad system of drainage requires to be remodelled as roon as possible. 
Proposals for its improvement have already been sanctioned, and a more 
extended scheme is now under cofisideration. In view of the ultimate 
closing of the asylum, heavy expenditure is to be avoided, but better 
drainage is absolutely necessary. At Patna the admissions Tvere fewer, being 
119 against 170 in 1905. There wlB a marked falling off in the number of 
cases treated for bowel-complaints and fevers. This is stated to be due to 
the exercise of greater care in the matter of food, to the issue of prophylactic 
quinine and to the systematic examination of all oases treated for worms and 
meir eggs. 

Total death- 658. The total death-rate on the daily average strength was 10*27 per cent., 
rate. against 9*19 in 1905. The rate of mo rtality for 190fi in the asylums in 

the United Provinces, the Punjab, Madras, Bombay, Burma and in the new 
Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam was 10*69,9*43,‘11'87, fi'fi, 6*74 and 
6*16 per cent, resmctively. The principal feature of the mortality in Bengal 
Asylums is the large number of deaths which occurred from tuberote of the 
lungs at Berhampore, viz., 21, against 14 in 1905. Special attention is Itiw'ng 

S iven to the better care, treatment and diet of the afflicted, li has bee n 
ecided to mabe better anangements for tbo segregation of males andjmnides 
suffering from tubercalosis in special blocks, where -(he carnal prinmptes of 
the open air method of treatment can be ap}>lied. Three 'deaths in this 
asylum resulted from injuries. The mortality in the other affylums dbes not 
call for special notice. 

Finance. 659. The total aslant spent for the upkeep of the ihree asylums (2 fo^ 

hifatives and 1 for EurofieanB) *gvaB Bs. 1,21,671-6-8 agaiicst Be. l,l5;488-15-8 in 
1805. The item of ex^nditure, which showed IhO largest increase vfs» diet 
the cost being Bs. 51,5^ agaihst Bs^ 39,911 in tlie previous year, and the cost 
per bead Bs. 62-4-3 and Bs. 47-10-9, respectively, l^is is attributable to the 
aWrmalrisein the priim of food-graios and to the imimvement in &ediet scale 
at Patna and Bhawanipiur. In the laftm^ there was an increase Rs. f20 $n 
1906 under tim bead of “ Supdrintendrace” due to the inolusimi in the aecoonta 
of the Di^ty Si^>erin(endent’s and Matron’s leave aHowances ns w# m ^e 
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iooa&il)ents’ salary. The average cost per lanatio per annuia in the jjro wsoioaX) 
native asylams was Rs. 147, sgainBt Bs. 1§7«14 in 1905. At Bbawaniput the . BBavigii. 
cost was Ba. 899 against Ba 287. * ,, , « « , 

660. The lunatics were well oared foe and humanely treated, every effort "sneral 
being made to keep them cheerfol and healthy. Bupoos 611-4 were spent"®®””* 
on amusements, iraidh were much appreciated by the lunatics, A large 
number of lunatics is now concentrated at ffio Berhampore Asylum, the present 
Superintendent of which has applied himself earnestly to the task of improving 
the conditions of asylum life and of instructing the menial staff as to their 
responsildlities and attitude towards th’e insane-~one of the principal elements 
of successful asylum administration. . 

Oovemment sanction has now been accorded to the location at Banwi of 
a •Central Asylum for the reception of European and Eurasian lunatics of 
Northern The details as to the buildings are under consideration. 

When this iff constructed the inmates of the Bhawanipur Asylum will bo 
removed there. 


Sanitation. 


[Beport of tbo Sanitary Oommiiaioner for Bongal, 1906 .] 

661. A total sum of Bs. 8,30,889 has been expended during the year Important 
on the following, among other works;.— Sanitary worl 

- in Towns an 

Ea. 

(1) Further improTement of Bishra biitti in Serampore 5,31 

(2) Oonetiuotion of the BourdiUon market in Chapra ... 19,00 
(!i) Acquisition of laud for a Municipal market and 

erdotion of shops on it at Fori ... ... 14,25 

(4) Oonstruotion of masouTy drains at Ifovrah ... 6,58 

(6) Gonshutiou of masonry drains in Gaya town, the 
cost beiug defrayed by the Lodging>houE.e 
Fund ... ... ... 11,29 

(6) Laying pipes to supply filtered water in Bhatpara '" 


Experiments wore made to tost|the purity of the ofHuont from septic 
tanks, and special rules, designed chiefly to secure that the ciflueut is duly 
chlorinated before its discharge, have been drawn up and issued as rules under 
the Factory Act. Wherever it appears necessary, a sample of the ofiQuent 
will be analysed in the recently established laboratory of tho Sanitary 
Department. . * 

662, Special enquiries were made into the following matters among others Special 

during the year;— invesll„_'.l— 

(1) Filtration of the Darjeeling water-supply by Band and its puiifloation by ozone. 

(2) Detailed obemioal and baoteriologioal examination of Hooghly water. 

(S) Ftevdenoe of dysentery and dianhoea in certain districts. 

(4) Pollution of water by jute-steeping. 

(Q Frsvalenoe of oerebro-spinal fever, enterio and other diseases atDhogalpor. 

Furthermore, a critical examination from tho sanitary point of view of 
proposed sites for new educational buildings of importance is now made and 
an opinion is expressed on the suitability of the plans, especially as regards 
accommodation, lighting and ventilation. 

663. A spedal cleaning and disiafeettog staff was employed at Puri before Sanitary supei 
the big festivalB with satisfactory results, inasmuch as over a lakh of people visiou at &u 
attende4 the dol-jaka and nth-jatra festivals without any epidemic outbreak and festivab. 
of dtolera. At Sonepoie Fair special precautions were taken by disinfecting 

the weli^ beforehand, • supervising the oonservancy and guarding against 

S illation of the river water. Only a very few cases of cholera were reported, 
apgb upwards of 867,000 persons attended the fair. In Pnrnea every 
fair wee eaid to be signalized by an oiAbreak of diolexa. 
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Vaccinatiou. 664. The mortality from small-pox increased very largely, the number of 

deaths recorded being 23,543 in 1906-1907 aa compared triih 12,090 in 
1005-1906. In last year's resolution the unsatisfactory vacoinatioa results 
in the district of ^ri were specially noticed. The results now reported toe- 
even more unsatisfactory. The wath-rate from this cause for the distriot 
rose from 2*84 to the abnormal figure of* 4*72 per mille, and at the same time 
the number of successful operations performed fell from 43,808 to 40,682* 
A severo outbre'ak of small-pox occurred in the^ Darjeeling distriot daring 
the year, and as a natural result there was a large increase in the number jof 
operations performed. Unfortunately the lymph supplied from the Govern- 
ment depCt at Ghoom was found to have deteriorated, and connderable 
difficulty was experienced in chocking the epidemic. A special enquiry was 
made into the causes of tho failure of the lymph by the Sanitary Oommis- 
sionor and the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, and steps have now been 
taken to guard against such a contingency occurring in the future. The |arge 
decrease in the number of operations in Calcutta, 41,300, as compared with 
85,387 in 1905-1906, is very noticeable. The death-rate from small-pox in 
Calcutta is still very high (3*09). With these exceptions the vaccination 
work generally compares favourably with that performed during the previous 
year. The total number of operations performed in the Province daring the 
year* 1906-1907 was 3,037,373, against 3,041,330 in 1905-1906. Antiseptic 
vaccination was introduced throughout the Province, and_ on the whole the 
results appear to have boen satisfactory. The system with perchloride wool 
is cheap, convenient and efficient. 

Administrative. 665. Steps are being taken to raise the general standard of vaccinators 
in each district and to make the service more attractive. Licenses* will be 
given only after a period of training, and the better men have the prospect of 
rising to be Sub-Inspectora and Inspectors of Vaccination. The system of 
realizing vaccination fees is in an unsatisfactory condition. It appears that 
even when the sums have been oollectech by the panchayats, it is not easy to 
secure that they are handed over promptly to the vaemnator. The system 
of offering rewards for good work is looked to as likely to bring about an 
improvement in the financial position of Vaccinators. 
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. Education. 

[Third qainquetiniiiL re?iew on tbo progress of Education in Bengal from 19)1-02 to 1906-07* Statistios 
of Btitish India, Part Vll—Educational.] 

666. The review of edudation in Bengal for this quinquennium deals with a General, 
period of great activity and considerable progress in educational matters. The 
Bolieme for vernacular education, the reorganization of the University of 
Calduttaj the deliberations of the numerous Conferences that were held, the re¬ 
organization and strengthening of the Imperial, Provincial and Subordinate 
Educational Services and the creation of the now Lower Subordinate Service are 
among the more striking features ofrthe period under notice. The Resolution 

on the Educational Policy of the Indian Government, published in 1904, was at 
once a brief review of the previous history of education in India and a clear 
exposition of the lines along which future developments sliould be directed. 

The defects of the existing systems were generally recognized and the measures 
necessary to improve them were fully indicated. One of the most important 
steps in advance has been the serious effort to provide properly trained teachers. 

Out of about 8,647 teachers in secondary schools, only 1,600 have received any 
special training. There are about 39,500 teachers in primary schools, and out 
of this number only-2;20l or 5-6 per cent,, are returned as “trained”, and there is 
reason to think that over 12,000 of those teachers have not even reached the 
ordinary end of the “ lower primary ”«tage, the certificate of which is given as 
the usual qualification for about 63 per cent, of the teachers. It is now pro¬ 
posed to train ffurus also as primary teachers. This will be an undoubted 
improvement on the present state of thSiigs, 

Iv has been found that ideals set forth in the well-known Resolution of 
1901 (for the furtherance of vernacular education) have not been realized as 
yet; that training has not replaced mere memory work, and that the substitu¬ 
tion of a science primer for the class reading-book has not succeeded in com¬ 
pelling children tojthirtk for themselves^ and to draw general conclusions from 
observed facts. To remedy these defects, tho whole syllabus of primary 
education has been revised during the past year, and the new syllabus will be 
taught with effect from 1910. 

667. The arrangements for training teachers, who will hereafter teach Training 
through the medium of English, have been under consideration since 1902, Institutions for 
The scheme then adopted was sanctioned in 1904, and it has since been sub- Teachers, 
jected to expert criticism. The transfer of certain districts to tiie new Province (®^&hsh.) 
necessitated some modifications of the scheme, anti tlio institution of 

diplomas in teaching in the Calcutta University niade it imperative to provide 
for harmony between the methods adopted in the training school and the 
requii^ements of the University, A further essential, namely, a proper school 
to practise on, has been proposed, and tho complettj scheme is now under 
consideration. 

668. Two classes of teachers are required—one for the higher classes Trainius* of 
of vernacular schools and the vernacular classes of English schools; the Teachers 

.other for primary schools generally and for the lower classes of vernacular (Vernacular.) 
schools* The existing arrangements for providing trained teachers for these 
two cla^s^ of appointments are generally unsatisfactory. Those trained in the 
^irst-grade training schools are said to*have deteroriated, partly as the course 
of •training has been cut down froip three to two years, and partly as the 
qualifications required for entrance do not secure the proper material to work upon. 


I 
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Another cause is andonbtedly the fact that thoae at the bead of the training 
school have themselves absolutely no training nor experimoe of the proper 
way to train those who come for training. • 

To remedy these defects, the first-grade training scho ds at Bankipore and 
Oalcutta are to be expanded into model training schools under Imperial Officers. 
Selected members of the Subordinate Educational Service will, it is proposed, 
be* sent to England for training, so as to fit them fur the sul^idinate posts in 
tbeso model schools. * . 

The sdlieme for ^«rH-training establishments has also been recast. Pro¬ 
vision has been^made for the establishment of 96 new schools (one in each 
subdivision) for this purpose, and steps are being taken to attract suitable candi¬ 
dates who must' at least have reached the lower primary standard of general 
education before entering. At present there are 111 training schools for jrafu 
teachers with 1students attending them. But here, again, the problem arises, 
where are the heads of these ^ara-training schools to get their own training and 
experience in the art of teaching? It seems that suitable heads for them will 
not be available until the modm schools above ‘ described have been estab¬ 
lished and are on a permanent basis. 

€69. Since 1904 attempts at training female teachers fur schools have 
been made, and at the end of the year 1906-07 there were 17 recognised 
training classes in operation, attended by 256 students, in Missionary establish¬ 
ments. This, however, is no solution ol the problem of providing Hindu and 
Muhammadan female teaohers especially for zenana work. It is undoubted that 
a demand for such teachers exists, but again the difficult question arises, what 
trained teachers are available to teach the candidates? A beginning has been 
made with the deputation of two Indian ladies to Europe to be trained as 
teachers, and it is propoaed to send others, to fit them for posts in ^e female- 
teacher training colleges at Calcutta and Bankipore. 

670. At the end of March 1907, 3 per cent, of girls of school-going age were 

under instruction. At the close of the previous quinquennium the nrare was 
only 1*7 per cent. The development of female education will be rapid 
as soon as suitable teachers are available. The t>chemes ‘ fur training widows 
and the wives of schoolmasters as teachers have had only negative results. 
The proposed training colleges at Calcutta and Bankipore will be started as 
soon as the Indian ladies deputed to Europe for training are available. The 
need for competent and trained teachers for the education of girls is more 
urgent than for that of boys. *• 

671. A complete reorganization of the present system has been proposed to 
provide an education for the European and Eurasian boys who have to make 
their way in India commensurate with that which they might have obtained 
in Englapd. 

The results of the Government Training Class at Dow Hill School (formerly 
at Kurseong) for European female teachers are not quite eatisfaotory. It u 
proposed to establish a separate training college at Kurseong. The attempt to 
train Kindergarten teachers ut the Welland Memorial School, Calcutta, has 
been abandoned. 

673. During the past year there has been an increase of 9*3 per cent, 
in the number of Mummmadans attending school, and an increase of 23*2 
per cent, daring the quinquennium. Of those of school-going age, 12*84 
per cent, are under instruction, but there is a great lot of leeway to be 
made up in the matter of higher education. Primary schools, ‘maktabs,’ have 
been given special grants to encourage them to teach special subjects. I'his 
step has been successful. 

678. The general standard of discipline in colleges and schools in Bengal 
is not high. The supervision of the residences of collegiate students and 
the provision of hostels are subjects that have met with much attrition. 
Experiments are being made, both in Calcutta and the mufassal, mid a 
practicable general scheme will, it is hoped, he evolved. In Calcutta tiie 
scheme is at present woiked by the University. Tbp ideal aimed at is the 
oreation of tomy residenrial colleges with, a proper corporate spirit. ., 

In all Bs. 9,34,197 ^exe expended on hostels, Over six lakhs of this 
mnount came Icoiii l0ea|nd 4wo lakhs and three quariers from BubBoriptioB)i 
and endovments. 
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6^4* dLt pMMttt there are 25*3 per oeat. eCbo^ of eohool'goiiif ag^B’nmbers 
ttudeivoiBg inatruotioa. There are now 38,854 prunarr MbooU attended attanding 
by boyi and 46^,233 girh. * Bcbeols. 

675. l%e dmding line between primaiT and eewndary eohoole n not very Primary- 
olear. Engliah is adopted as the meuamoiinetmctioa in oertainechoob ; also 

there i« a oontmuous decline in the ‘middle yemacul^ ediml ^ witii its porely 
▼fmaoular ednoation. This points to a good practioal oriterioe, namely, tBe 
ase of English as the medium. 

676. There are now l,03i “ English secondary ” schools and 409 “ middle Secondary, 
vemaoular” schools. The former wele attended by 122,837 pupils and the 

latter by 24,350. ^ ^, 

677. The revised reflations of the Calcutta Unirersity make farther Collegiate, 
demands on oollenate institutions. The junior and senior Boaolarships have 

been restored to their original number and value. There are^ now one college 
and 1,854 studehts less than at the bcgininng of the quinquennium. The 
present figures are 34 arts colleges and 5,190 students- 

678. The total expenditure on European schools in the past year was Financial. 

Rs* 17,^,291, Of this sum, Bs. 4,43,569 was contiiboted from Provincial Saropeaa 
Revenues; Rs. 5,66,213 came from private sources and Rs. 7,66,444 from fees. Schools. 

679; The total expenditure on other schools was Rs, 1,16,63,468. Of this, Other Schools. 
Provincial Revenues provided Rs. 36,67,397 ; fees amounted to Rs. ^,43,094 ; 
private sources contributed Rs. 2-3,46,101 and District and Municipal funds 
about twelve lakhs of rupees. 

Reformatory Schools- 

[Annual Raport on the Reformatory Schools at Alipore and Hasaribagh for the year 1908. Statistios of 

.BritishlndU, Part VII-Sdueational.] 

680. The number of boys sent to the Reformatory Schools in 1906 was Number 
144.* This is a very noticeable increase over the figures for 1905, when the of boys 
admissions amounted to 95 only. More ase ought to be made of the lenient admitted, 
procedure permitted* by the O^e of Criminal Procedure and the Reformatory 
Schools Act. The Boards of Manageqient examined the lists of admissions, 

but only 7 boys as against 9 in 1905 were released as t&e result of the scrutiny. 

'Hiere are prdbaUy other eases in which orders of diseharge would have been 
justified. 

681. It has been ascertained from the judicial returns that 282 youthful Discharges, 
offenders were discharged on probation under section 662 of the Oriminal 
Procedure Code, while 60 boy« were discharged after admonition or made 

over to their guardians under section '31 of the Reformatory Schools Aot- 
The corresponding figures for 1005 were 348 and 42 respectively. * 

682. The health of tiie inmates of the Reformatories was very satisfactory. Waftifii of 
While the number of admissions to hospital at the Alipore School rose slightly iumates- 
from 56 in 1905 to 61 in 1906, the number at Hasaribagh fell from 110 to 58. 

The use of quinine daring the rainy season led to the reduction of the number 
of cases of ame from 65 to 7. 

683. I^e number of punishments inflicted on boys at Alipore was .52, Punishments 
the same as in 1905, but the figures for Hazaribagh show a noticeable and and oonduot. 
unex^ained increase from 51 to 149. 

There was no noteworthy increai^ or decrease in the number of marks 
obtained by the boys for good conduct and industry, and their average 
earnings were mndi tne same as in 1905. 

6M. At both Reformatories considerable attention was paid to primary Education, 
education, and {uroposals for a g^eral improvement in it are under consider- 
ati4m. At Alipore 16 boys passed the Lower Primary examination as against 
.9 in the previous year. 'At Hazaribagh 23 boys reached the Upper and 17 the 
Lower P^fimary standard, the eortesponding numbers for 1905 being 13 and 20. 

Oueful attention was paid to ^mnastios, drill and games at both schools, 
and the bfljj^d at Alipore has proved a decided success. 

685< At Hazaribagh agriodtute isnltill the most important work on which Training in 
the boys are employed. Out of 142 boy^ 79 were tangbt forming and market Indnstnas and 
gardening, with good resdts. The Difeetor of Pnhlio- Instruction, however, Agnculture. 
reports that the work requires systematiaing, Mid the supervirion of the 
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Director of Agriculture should remedy this defect. At Al^re iartraotion is 
given for the most part iu various trades and handicrafts. Exhibits were sent 
to the Calcutta Industrial Exhibition ; and Aumeroos orders for the supply of 
articles manufactured at the school have been received during the year. 
Subsequent 686. The figures with regard to the occupation followed by boys after 

History. release are still disappointing. Only 50 out of 161 boys released from the 
Alipore Reformatory during the three years preceding the year under report 
were found to be engaged in the industries which they had been taught at 
school. Out of 161 boys released from the Hazsribagh School durmg the 
same period,* only 68 were employed in'work in which they had been trained. 
Of the total nupiber of boys released (322), no less than 55 were untraoed^ bat 
230 are reported to be leading honest lives and only 18 have been reconvicted. 

In 1906 ihe total number of boys under license from the two schools 
was 72, out of which number only 4 weio sent back to school for bad conduct. 


Literature and tbe .Press. 


Bengal Library 687. There is an increase of nearly 29 percent, in the number of publica* 
tions received and catalogued in this library during the year. The total is j3,440 
against 2,800. The increase is attributed more correctly to improvements 
in registration than to increased literary ectivity. In 1 Id oases, evasions of 
the law of book.registration were reported to the Xiispector*Gleneral of Registra* 
tion, but only in 13 cases were the books"recovered. It seems that the existing 
system of detecting evasions is not very effective. 

Out of 2,347 books received, 2,003 were new works: the rest were 
republiciitions or translations. The other publications received were periodicals, 
1,093 copies of 139 distinct issues. 

Subjects treated 636. Thebookscomprisenew works dealing with Biography, Art and Indus* 
of try, the Drama, Fiction, History, Philosophy, Religion, Poetry and Politics. 

Last year it aeenaed that political, social and industrial questions were those 
which bad in that year attracted the best talent of thje Province, and that 
the spirit of journalism had pervaded all branches of literature. Daring 
the year under review the same influences were at work , but less ephemeral, 
and much more solid literature has heed produced. The literature of the year 
1905 gave evidence of an excited and unrestrained spirit, and that of the year 
19U6 discloses greater and more sustained intellectual vigour, showing itself 
principally in the expression of desire for increased pulitioal power and indusc- 
trial improvement, but also in the higher and quieter walks of literature. 

Drama. 689. In the field of Drama iuterest centres in histoncal and other works 


written in support of the Swadeshi movement. In Dtirgadas, the author, Babu 
Dvijendra Lai Ray, employs the story of Aurangzeb’s .war against the Rajputs 
as a means of stirring his countrymen up to seek for larger political ri^ts, 
while in Mir Kasim and Kedar Ray (The last hero of BengalJ, the authors, Babu 
Qirish Chundra Ghose and Babu Anath Bandhu Baudyopadhyay, speaking on 
behalf of the Hindus, make overtures to the Muhammadans with the object of 
induoing them to make common cause against the powers that be. So too in 
a play entitled Svadesa-O-Sarama Fa Pumahuti, the author. Dr. Surendra Nath 
Gosvami, inculcates on young men the duty of banding themselves together 
for the good of their country ; while in several smaller dramatic works we find 
conservative Rajas, Nawabs and Zamindars depicted as impotent to restrain 
the Swadeshi movement, and disgraced in their attempt to do so. Thus too in 
Fiction. the sphere of Fiction, ixl, PukHoali (Flower-woman), by Babu Surendra Mohan 

Bhattaoharyya, the boycott movement is encouraged by alleged stories of 
oppressions committed on the weaving classes in the time of Warren Hastings. 
Poetrv. Again, in the realm of Poetry, in the work entitled Malmraia (The ^at vow), 

' by Babu Atula Chandra Mitra,iia collection of poems on i)Ra8wadnhi agitation,, 

the Barisal affair, the National Congress and other political snbjepts; while 
in Yamefrs Bhagmi Ewya Va Serey-ud-daula Upanyasa (Ihe poem of ike twin 
sistertf or the story of Sereff’Ud-^uiaf, by Dr. Syed Abdul Hoshein, Seraj-ud- 
daula is portrayed in aiavonrable lighut, and the English are held up'to oppro- 
Politics. brium. Finally, amongst f^itical writings the journal inoulcajiee a 

Bharatad^arma (creed eg Indid), the object aimed at being to unify the different 
races of India by obUgtng those who adopt the creed to regard themselves as 



1906-ino7.] LITERARY SOCIETIES. 129 Chap. VII. 

^ INBTBUCTIOIT. 

Indians, as distinguished from residents of particular Provinces of India, and 
to devote themselves to tho interests of the country at large while preserving 
their own special religious heliofs. • 

G90. Biography has been enriched by the publication of tho fourth and last Biography, 
volume of tho life of Kesab Chandra Sen by tho Kcv. Gauragovinda Ray; 
by the lives of tho two saints, Das Gosvami and BhaHkaninarida, by Babus 
Rasik Mohan Chakravarti and Surendra Nath Mukerjee, and, finally, by •a 
, remarkable life, written in Hindi, by Babu Sivanandan Sahay, of Harischaudra, 
who lived in tho latter half of the last century and who in many of his works 
adopted Hindi as a medium of oxpressfou. Babu Ravindra Nath* “['hakur, the 
greatest Bengali writer of the day, has made a distinct addition to Bengali 
Fiction by tho publication of bis novel entitled Naukadubi (Boat-accident), a 
wprk wliich is distinguished for its general culture and for tlie masterly way in 
which delicate problems of every-day life are handled. Historical research is History, 
year by year Attracting greater attention—a fact well illustrated by the 
publication during the year .umh'r review of two works entitled Pt'atapadihja 
(A proper Naim^) and Mir Easim^ by Babus Nikbil Nath Kay audAkhay Kumar 
Mg,itreya, respectively. Tho former purports to bo an account, prepared 
aftei; a critical sifting of old records, of Raja Pratapadditya of Jossore, who 
established himself as an inde 2 )endoiit ruhjr in Eastern Bengal and fr)r twenty 
years defied tho power of the Great Moghul, while tho latter gives tlie history 
of Bengal from tJio accession of Kasim^Ali Khan to his defeat at the liands of 
the East India Company. 

G91. Last year, coincident with great fertility in tho field of periodical Philosophy, 
literature, there was comparative barrenness in that of philosophy and religion. 

The year under review was very rich in philoHo])hical publications, especially in 
those written in San.skrit. Tbesf^ latter include new editions of tho 
aphorisms of Gotama and Kanada and of Gadadhara’s well known work 
on the pliilosophy of cognition, by Pandit Kalivara Vedantavagisa, l*andit 
Pfuiclianan Tarkaratna and Pandit Loka Nath Sanna, respectively. Thero 
has also been a noticeable incroaMc in tlio number of publications on 
abstruse philosophical flubj(^cts, for which it is probiblo tliat tlie spread 
of theosophy among educated llindi^s is partly responsible. Finally, tliero 
has been an access of litei-ary activity in the field of religious P'lhlica- 
tions, of whicli the most notable example is an original work by the 
well-known Bengali critic, Babu Viiesv|ir Pande, entitled Dharmasadra-taitava 
Kartavya-Vkhar {The Nature of rdiyioiis seripturcs and a dmoursa on duty). 

The work is a defence of tlio Hindu ndigion, and an enquiiy into the 
causes of the downfall of the Hindu races, tiio conclusion arrived at being tliat 
the salvation of tho Hindus lies in tinar eschewing Western habits of luxury, 
following carefully tlie temds of their religion, in supporting the Brahmans 
and in resuscitating’the indigenous arts and mamifactiires of the country. 

692. During tho year there worn instituted 136 prosecutions under this Act, xXV of 
against 21 in the previous year. (Convictions were obtained in all cases. 1867. 

69J3. The number of vernacular and anglo-vernacular papers at the close Native 
of the year was 78 against 98 last year. Of these 78, 64 are weeklies. As press, 
usual political topics furnish most of tho material for tJiese papers. The 
European powers in their relations to Moslem States; police reform and village 
police ; race distinctions in Criminal Courts; various articles dealing with Edu¬ 
cational topics ; criticisms of proposed legislative measur<js ; crime on railways; 
the strike on the East Indian Railwiiy; tlie partition and madeshi^ such are the 
main questions treated of. Fair and honest criticism is usually wanting. 
Misrepresentation, coupled with manipulation and distortion of facts, seems 
more congenial to the spirit in which many of these journals are conducted. 
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ra4. The Calcutta Historical Society is the most important new sociefy Calcutte 
established during the past year. Its members make periodical excursions to Historical 
places of historical interest in and near Calcutta. It is a vigorous organization. Society. 



^ Chap. VII. 130 
IltfaTBUCTlON. 


BENOAI. ADMINISTKATION BEPOET. 


[1906-1907, 


Commercial 

Education. 


Sibpur College. 


Bihar 
S-.hool of 
Engineering. 


Cuttack Survey 
Seliool. 


Ollr r Schools. 


TocJinical 
Education 
*13 High 
Schools. 


Mining. 


Arts and Sciences- 

605. It is unnecessary to devote attenti^^n here to Law and Medical classes, 
hi tlie Special Commercial ( lass in the Presidency College, there were 81 stu¬ 
dents on the rolls in June 1900, In April 1907 tliorc were only 60 attending. 
Cut of *‘39 candidates at tire final examination, only 7, or 18 per cent., qualified 
fdr a certificate. 

The evening classes did not attract many students. This is partly dub 
to the inconvenience entailed by having the course far away from the 
commercial quarter. The classes have now been removed from the Presidency 
College to J3ow Lazar, where they are mu(*h iiiori' accessible. A high 
standard of answering ivS insisted on to create a good tradition, and to 
guarantee as far as possible the efficiency of the holders of certificates. 

(Jn the wliole, neither these classes nor tlie C course, adopted in soiiie 
high schools as an alternative, have proved very popular* so far. They 
do notI('.ad to Government employment, which is the career still most in favour. 

()9G. There- were 300 students of all classes at this College at the end of 
March 1907. Judged by the B. E. and F. E. examinations, the training given 
is distinctly good, as far more successes wore gained than during the j)reyious 
year. The good practical training given is evinced by the erccition of an 
(dectric installation, the constriudion of an 80-foot launch and two motor-boats 
by the students of tlio College. 

JMie In'ultb of the students is very bad : the number of cases of malaria 
treated was 1,142 in 1901-05, 1,182 in 1905-06, and IJiOJ in the past year. 
It. is undiir contemplation to remove the (^^llcge to Ranchi. 

Tlio Agricultural idasses are to cease, and in future they will bo conducted 
in connection with the Agricultural (^lolloge at Bhagalpur. 

Conse(iuent on the revision of the University Regulations, candidates are 
now jjrepared for degrees in Engino(‘ring as Civil Engineers or Mining 
Engineers or Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, l^rovision for practical 
training has been made, and the existing rules will soon bp modified to permit 
of the admission of students who do not propose to enter Government service, 
without any limifc as to age. 

697. There were 198 students in attendance during the year. The course 
of study corresponds with that of the Aj)prentice Department at Sibpur, but 
tlie same facilities for practical instfuctioii do not exist. Overseers and 
amins are trained. The school, as a whole, is in a vigorous and healthy 
condition. 

698. This scliool is designed chiefly to provide amins, but as a rule tin? 
Survey and Settlement Depai-tments prefer training their own men to accepting 
passecl Students of these schools. It is j)roposod to enlarge tb(^ school ami 
exj)aiid it up to tlie standard of the Bihar School, i.e,, 16 teach up to the full 
Overseer course. 

099, There is a very successful District Board school at Burdwan that 
teaches up to tlie Sub-Oversoer standard. There is a similar but unsuccessful 
school at Midnaporc. Stc):)s to place its ct>ntrol on a more satisfactory basis and 
so to ensure its efficiency in future have been takem. 

700. The inauguration of ^‘B^^ and ‘‘C’^courses, alternating with the Uni- 
vi'.rsily Entrancii course in (he high scliools has not ucJiievcd up to the present 
the results anticipated from tlie scheme. This is jnobably because tlie 
Entrance examination still dominates secondary education to the exclusion of 
rival courses. In 190‘?», when the first ‘‘ B ’’ course final oxainination was held, 
21 students came up for the examination. In 1906 only 6 students pre¬ 
sented themselves. To secure that more attention will be paid to these classes 
in future, it has been arranged to have them iuspcct<*d by the Principal of the 
Sibpur ColU^ge, and Divisional Inspectors have been requested to encourage and 
fostcT their development. 

It has been decided to constitute a joint board (for this Province and the 
new Province) to control the “ 15 ” course final examination, also tlr> Overseer 
and Sub-Overseer examinations and to fidviso as to the syllabus for each of thesis 
classes. ^ - 

701. The course for tlie Mining Cflass at Sibpur College has lately been 
decided on. The results of tlie first year’s work have lx)en most encouraging 
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Practical JcRsons were piveii f 01 two months at Jherria, with the cordial co¬ 
operation of mine owners and local mine managers. 

During tlic year two courses &f lectures were delivered in Mining districts, * 
as advised by the Mining Advisory Board. The attendance was extremely 
good and this new departure has met with immediate success. 

702. As distinguished from Technical Schools, tlicse are designed to teacli Industrial 
inanual dexterity to the artizans actually engaged or likely to engage in ahy Schools, 
industry, without going deeply into the theories or principles that undcTiie the 
practice of that industry. 

7()o. Tlio Seram})ore Weaving School is soon to be in workk^ order. It is Serampore. 
tbe most irdcresting ex})orimont at present in contemplation, \vith a view to 
improving indigenous metlxods and reviving moribund industries. 

. 701. 1 he artizans’ classes at Sibpur do not seem to attract iho persons for Sibpur 

whom they they were designed in any numbers. Jn 1004 there were 42 Artizaus' 
artizans unddr' training. In 1907 15 only. The local conditions prevent 
8ibpur from attracting artizaus from Cah'.utta or from llio Mufassal, as there is 
no barrack or other accommodation. 

. 705. In llanchi and Hazariliagli, industrial schools have made great Ranchi 

progress during ilie last five years. There are now oO schools and 405 pupils iRdRstrial 
in that division and the future prospects are bright. 

700. It is r(‘( ognised that Industrial and Technical Education have special General. 
iV‘at.ure.s that plac.e tliom outside the, (xenoral Education D<^paTtijiPnt. It is 
proposed to recruit a special officer to superintend and inspect all Technical 
and Industrial Institutions, so as to co-ordinate them to the trades and 
iiidustrhis of the piovince. Until this is done it is vain to look for much 


progri'Ps. 

707. It is only rce.ently that the (yahaitta Art School has ceased to be a Calcutta Art 
medium for iniroduciug EuropeanArt’’through the medium of iiidifl'eront School, 
taipies of old Italian and early English works, and lias been restored to its 
legitimate place, namely, to improve Indian Art. There arc now two main 
divisions in it—one. for tJu' branches subsidiary to industries, such as design, 
engraving, drawing, and skilled draughtsmansliip; the other, the Fine Art side, 
for ])aintt)rs and sculptors, TIkto ^re already good practical results, 
especially from the advanced design class. Lae.quer work and frescoes by this 
class are already in demand, and a marked tendency to originality is apparent. 

Un the otluT, the Fine Art side, progress lias not been so rajdd, as tlie bad 
traditions of 40 years must lirst be got rid of. 

70y. At present 252 students are in attendance, 2.‘i5 of them being 
Hindus. 1Mio total expenditure duringthc year was Its. 2d,l9l, of which over 
Rs. 17,0 10 was paid by Government. 

Three other institutions teaching drawing, engraving, moulding aifd litho- Private 
graphy refiirri a class roll of 235 students. These private schools arc all in Schools of Art. 
(^alcuttii, Tlieir cxpiMiditure for the past year \vas Ils. 13,338. One of them. 
cull(*d the Indian Art School, received during the year a grant of lis. 100 I'roin 
thc5 Calc.utta Municipality, 
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709. At Kanarak the work in connection with tlie preservation of the 
Jagamohan **Temple was completed,* the greater portion of the stone 
lieap west of the temple was removed, and the planting of trees to 
keep off tht? drift sand was continued. Re})airs were carried out to 
the Minar at Pandua, the old mosque at Satgaon, liaktyar Khan’s toiyb 
and the four ro«ds on the plateau of the Rhotas Palace. Iron gates 
were fixed to Hussain Sur Shah’s tomb. Vegetation and Jungle growth 
were removed from the buildings at Tribeiii,. the Shergarh Fortress, the 
Rhotas Palace, and the tombs of Slier Shah and Hussain Sur Shah. 

710. During the year a special Imperial Department, to deal with all 
matters of Archioological interest on a comprehensive system, has been^con- 
stitut(‘d. Its field of operations is extremely extensive, and the results of its 
labours should be of the highest interest. 
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Ecclesiastical. 

711. Tho Ecclesiastical establishment in Bengal during the year, paid Establishment 
entirely or in part by Govcrnfnent, consisted of tho Lord Bishop of Calcutta, 
the Archdeacon and Bisliop’s Chaplain of Calcutta, the Domestic Chaplain to 
the ![jord Bishop, tho Registrar of the Diocese and Archdeaconry of Calcutta, 
tho Most Rovd. Archbishop Dr. Brice Meulnian, s..i., 12 Chaplains of thti 
Church of England, 2 Cliaplains of tlio Church of Scotland, 11 Ministers of tins 
Additional Clergy Society or other Sooiotios, and 10 priests of the Roman 
‘Catholic Church. 


Chemical Examiner’s Report. 

[Jlcpori of th.e Chemical Exarainor for 1906. Statistics of llritisli India, Part VI—JudioiaL i 

712. The nuriibor of articles examinod increased from 4,848 in 1905 to Total of cases. 
5,528 ill 1906, the excess bein^ chiefly in tho Medico-Legal Department, viz., 

595, which is said to bo probably due to an increase of crime, owing to the 
famine conditions whfeh prevailed during a considerable part of the year under 
review. 

713. In the General Department 8,133 cases wore examined, against 2,048 General 

in 1905, or an increase of 85. This chiefly occurred under the Iiead ‘‘ Spirit Department, 
determinations for the Customs Department, from which 158 samples wore 
received, against 98 in the preceding year. For the Port Commissioners, 215 
samples of kerosino oil were examinod, 6 being declared dangerous petroleum, 
against 252 and nil in 1905. 

One hundred and sixty-four samples of water wore received for analysis, 
against 163 in the previous year. The proportion of good and pure wa^or was, 
however, larger, being 9*14: against 3’06 per cent, in 1905. 

Considering tho importance attached to the question of milk-supply, it is 
noteworthy that, of the 15 samples examined, 8 wore found to be adultoraftui. 

This points to the great necessity which exists for the adoption of such precau¬ 
tionary measures as will ensure the supply of pure milk. 

714. There is an increase from 1,519 in 1905-1906 to 1,762 jnedico-lega] Medico-legal 

cases examined during tho year. cases. 

Viscera of 648 individuals wore examined against 580 in 1905, poison 
being detected in 47*22 per cent, against 45*34 in 1905. As usual, opium 
was the chief poison found, viz., in 25*39 per cent, of tho cases and, including 
morphine, in 26*25 per cent. Arsenic (umies next witli 9*21 per cent. The 
poison detected in the viscera of horned cattle is represented by 77*88 per cent., 
against 74*76 in 1905. In cases of articles suspected to be cattle poison, arsenic 
was the chief poison traced in 64*60 per cent. 

An increase in detection of poison is noticeable in the cases of human 
viscera received from Chota Nagpur (from 38*46 in 1905 to 53*84 per cent, in 
1906), Patna (from 45*83 to 55*83 per cent.) and Port Plair (from 40 to 106 
per cent.)^ while tlicrc ^as a decrease in tho Orissa and Bhagalpur Divisions. 

Ij^ve cases the Police 8urgoon ^scribed death to natural causes, but 
pois^i was detected in two. Poison was also found in 2 out of the 15 cases 
sent up by Civil Surgeons with a similar opinion. Out of 15 and 11 cases in 
which death wafe ascribed by Assistant Surgeons and Civil Hospital Assistants 
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to natural causes, poison was found in four and three cases respectively. There 
is room for caution in giving opinions in such cases. The attention of the 
medical officers will bo drawn to this. * 

In a case of Datura poisoning the articles sent for examination wore 
found to contain both atrophine and traces of arsenic. As yellow arsenic is 
sometimes used in the preparation of yellow wax-cloth, suspicion fell on the 
yellow wax-cloth c-over of the parcel which, on examination, was found Jo 
contain arsenic. On the matter being reported, instructions were issued to Civil 
Surgeons to discontinue the use of yellow wax-cloth in packing medico-legal 
cases in futuKe, 


' Veterinary Department. 

[The Acinual B-opovt of the Civil Veterinary Departmeut, Bengal, and of the Bengal Veterinary College 

for the year 1906-1907.] 

715. The total number of students on thfe roll of the Bengal Veterinary 
College at the end of the year under report was 104 as against 106 in the 
previous year. The results of the last annual examination are higidy satisfac¬ 
tory, tlie percentage of the successful students in each of the classo's A, 6 and 
C being 96*()(i, 100 and 87-09, respectively, as (iompared with 57, 82 and 47 in 
the previous year. Many projects of oxtension and improvement have occu¬ 
pied the attention of the Managing Confraittee and of Government during tlie 
past year. The institution is dovelojung rapidly. The Bacteriological ' 
Tjaboratory of the College has been coinplett>d and equipped with furniture and 
ajiparatiis. The oxtension of tlie Glanders and Farcy Act to Calcutta and its 
sulmrbs has added very considerably to the work of tlio Principal. So far no 
serious difficulties have arisen in' connection with tlie administration of 
tlic Act. 

71(5. Tlie total number of cases treated in the Infirmary attached to tlu' 
Veterinary •College was 3,095, of which 1,905 were in-patients and 1,190 out¬ 
patients, as agminst 2,407, of which 1,483 wem in-patients &iid 924 out-patients 
in the prcooding year. The institution is gaining in popularity. 

717. The mimbor of Veterinary Hospitals and Dispensaries, excluding tlu- 
Bengal Veicrinaiy (.lollogo, working at the close of the year under review was 
23 as against in the preceding year, 'I'wo new disprmsariea were startl'd 
in Jessore and Sambalpiir, and a Pinjfapolo was established at Hazaiihagh. 
Tlie total mimbiir of in-and out-pii(ients treated dining the year was 32,73 ;, 
of which 10,435 were horses, 18,525 cattle and 3,776 other animals, as against 
9,018, 14,189 and 3,698, respectively, in 1905-06. In some cases (c.//., 
Palama.«i), there has been a marked increase, while, in others (e.,*/., Howriih) 
there has li('en a largo decline. 

716. The number of riqiortcd deaths of cattle from contagious disisases 
shows a considerable increase over that of the previous year, viz., from 12,374 
to 69,867, of wliicli 38,832 occnmHl in the 24-Pargauas district alone. Tlie 
increase is, no doubt, due in part to a better system "of reporting ; but a further 
explanation of the figures retnrmul from the 24-PaT^anaB district, is necessary. 

Excluding the figures for the Infirmary at the Sodepur Knjrapolc, 
where 478 equine cases were admitted, of which 313 wore infected with 
glanders, thei-e were 875 ca.se8 of deaths from glanders and farcy as against 530 
iu the previous year. 

719. Inoculation for rinderpest continues to make satisfactory progress. 
The number of these inoculations was 24,074 as compared with 22,613 in the 
previous year ami 9,454 in 1903-04. The number of deaths after inoculation 
has fallen to 84 as compared with 183 and 166, respectively, in the two previous 
years. Prompt and effocuial measures were taken to combat outbreaks of . 
anthrax. 

720. The breeding work carried on at Sripur and Pusa is still in its very 
early stages and no conclusion can yet be drawn from the results. The experi¬ 
ment conducted with the eight Montgomery bulls obtained last year to^provc 
the strain of local milch-cattle has proved a failure. Neither farm is as aTa 
position to supply young stock. A schAmo for the improvement of the Siri 
breed of cattle in the hills near Darjeeling has been prepared.' 
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There were 12 fairs and shows during tlie year as against 10 in the Fairs aSfd 
year. Now fairs were started at Chutia, Kliulna and Chatra. ThcfShows. » 


fair at Rajnagar was not held owing to famine. 


Zoological Garden, Calcutta. 

• [Annual Report by its Honorary Committee for 1906-1907.] 

722. The visits of His Majesty the Amir of Kabul were the most Amir’s vyit. 
iniportant events of tlio year, and it is satisfactory to note that he more 

than a casual interest in going round the garden and seeing everything worth 
seeing, 

723. With the exception of the extension of the boundary Vail as far as Buildings, 
the exit gate on the Belvedere Road, at a cost of Rs. 4,102, no permanent 
improvement of^ny importance was undertaken during the year. 

The buildings used as habitations for animals arc necessarily subject to 
more than ordinary wear andT tear, requiring constant care and supervision in 
respc(;t of their maintenance in a proper state of repair. 

The following is a list of some of the more important repairs executed 
during the year: — 

(1) Burdwan House, —Repaired, outside colourwashed, dens whitewashed, 

and iron works repainted. 

(2) Smaller Carnivora House. —Repaired, colourwashed and repainted. 

(3) Murshidahad House —Repaired and repainted. 

(I) Reptile House and its cages .—Whitewashed and repainted. 

(o) The Hermitage. —Repaired, colourwashed and repainted. 

(()) Buekland Enclosure .—Repaired and repaint(3d. 

(7) Peafowl Pavilion. —New partition erected and general repairs 

attended to. 

(8) Abdul Gam Ilouse^ for bears ,—Iron work strengthened, whitewashed 

and repainted. 

Petty repairs of smalhu* houses, sheds and enclosures were attended to. 

724. It will appear from the following comparative statement of receipts Finance, 
from visitors that tlie financial condifion of the garden was even better than 

that of the previous year, which was exceptionally good in this respect— 

\ Rs. A. 

1901.0-5 ... ... ... ... ... 24,108 0 

1005-00 ... ... ... ... 31,224 4 

1900- 07 ... ... ... ... 33,174 4 

725. 'i"he attondaneo of visitors showed a very satisfactory increase Number of 
during the year, the .turnstile records indicating a total for the year of 457,891 visitors, 
persons admitted—a daily average of 1,254. 

Comparative table of visitors during the last thj’ee years— 

1901- 06 ... ... ... ... ... 340,251 

1905-00 ... ... ... ... 422,282 

1900-07 ... ... ... ... ... 457,891 

In addition, a large number of children under four years of age and schf^ol 
children attended by their teachers were admitted free. On the day of the 
Fancy Fair, about 11,050 people, including complimentary ticket-holders, 
entered the garden. Special permission was granted to the inmates of the 
Reformatory School at Alipore to visit the garden under proper escort. 
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